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Theatre Operation as Is Operation, 
Landlord Collecting Every 2 Hrs. 





Chicago, July 18. 
S. S. Millard’s ‘Love and Pleasure,’ 
sex exhibit at the Garrick, closed 
suddenly last Wednesday (13), when 


‘after two hours not a single admis- 


sion had been taken in at the box- 
office. 

In the final week attraction got 
down to a nickel and dime basis be- 
tween the promoter and the land- 
lord. Latter swooped down on the 
boxoffice every two hours grabbing 


_everything to apply toward the rent. 


Meanwhile, the electricity neces- 


_gary to keep going was a problem. 


Promoter Millard pursuaded the 
company to install a meter. The 
continued flow of electricity was de- 
pendent upon the click of quarters 
at regular intervals. 


DEPT. STORES’ WINDOW 
BALLY VIA RADIO ACTS 


Cleveland, July 18. 
Idle radio boys and girls here have 
found a new source for pin money 
by working up a systematic service 
ef window radio ballyhoos for nabe 
gerchants. 
Using a p. a. system with loud 








@peakers, the Katy Sisters, singers, | 
and Mal Siegel as announcer have, 


started profitable tour of suburban 
department stores. Three of them 
do their stuff in store’s ace window, 
with a semi-studio setting, offering 
three 15-minute programs during 
the early evening rush hours every 
week. Sisters’ songs are followed 
by Siegel ballyhooing store’s special 
bargains for day. 

Trio has worked up a chain of 
stores anxious to get novel adver- 
tising service. 


Passing Tradition 


Ringling’s circus is said to be 
discouraging the traditional prac- 
_tice of performers having their 
children along on tour. With this 
has come a gradual abandonment of 
the policy of training the young- 
siers to follow in their parents’ 
footsteps. 

Present-day Americanized circus 
performers are more interested in 
having their children receive a good 
education and other advantages, a 
majority of the recruits for the big 
top coming from Europe. 











MUSICIANS’ 65% CUT 
Spokane, July 18. 


Union musicians are out of the | 


Davenport hotel for the first time 
since the eat and sleep spot opened. 
Controversy 
management asking the musicians 
to accept a cut of from $34 to 
$11.54 a week in salary, according 
to Carl Luck, union president. 

The musicians were offered the 
65% cut or nothing, Luck said. 
They took nothing. 





Revenue 





Reversing an old custom, 
acts are now’ asking their 
agents to book them into the- 
atres were audiences throw 
pennies on the stage. 


Orchestra Leader 
Pays a Publisher’s 
Checks—That’s News 


When an orchestra leader pays a 
check for a music publisher—that’s 
news. Jack Denny is doing that 
with a series of nights honoring 
each music firm, starting with Feist, 
then Witmark, Berlin and Famous 
in order named. 

Denny invites the professional 
heads of the publishers to attend 
with a large party as guests, on top 
of which Denny features that firm’s 
catalog on his broadcasts that night. 
Stunt will be carried through four 
times weekly. Denny is on the air 
every night, so a radio plug per 
catalog is guaranteed. 

Denny has -long been known as 

















/tered the show field, taking under 


the music publisher’s delight, in that 
he asks for no favors, pays for his 
own special arrangements, efc., and 
feels that an orchestra leader needs 
the music publisher more than vice 
versa, 


‘MAGIC JAZZ BAND’ HAS 
MILLIONAIRE SPONSOR 


Minneapolis, July 18. 
Donald Atkinson, millionaire de- 
partment store magnate and sports- 
man, one of the local ‘400,’ has en- 








his wing Kay Green and ‘His Mys- 
tics of Melody,’ a newly organized 
band, along new lines. The band 
combines magic with music in a 
routine worked out by Atkinson. 

Green is a magician as well as 
orchestra conductor, who was at a 
New York nite club two years ago 
before he quit the show business to 
enter business here. 


Trailers Win Philly 


Drive for Back Taxes 


Philadelphia, July 18. 
After amazing results from the 








use of trailers in picture houses here 
in a campaign by the city to collect | 





developed over the | 


| brought in $8,000,000. 


taxes, picture theatre owners have | 
suggested to Mayor J. Hampton | 
{Moore use of similar methods to | 
bolster business. | 
Publicity on the screens was cred- 
ited by the mayor and other city 
| Officials with chasing in $16,000,000 
in back taxes.» That was 100% bet- | 
ter than the results obtained by 
newspaper ads for which the city | 
ispent $5,000. That particular drive | 
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CONEY’S NERO ACT A ZERO 
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‘FLAMING TON 
BUT TEMPORARY 


Big Fire Draws Curious, but 
Subways and Concession- 
aires Profit Most—$3,000,- 
000 Conflagration Be- 
speaks of a Rosier Future, 
but Showmen Right Now 
Are Plenty Blue and in 
the Red 





a 


‘WALKING CUSTOMERS’ 





Fate and the elements on July 
13, furnished a sadly needed busi- 
ness tonic for Coney Island in the 
form of a six-alarm, $3,000,000 fire 
which swept five city blocks and 
offered as a free attraction a spec- 
tacle which outdid any that the Is- 
land has seen in years. 

Seventy pieces of fire apparatus, 
three fire boats, 20.ambulances, 40 
doctors and 500 policemen gave the 
natives and thousands from Brook- 


(Continued on page 46) 


STARS RESENT 
50% TAX SPLIT 
WITH GOVT 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Picture stars in the big money 








are talking of limiting their picture 


work this year to avoid paying the 
excessive income taxes under the 
new scale. 

One picture has been Cropped at 
a major studio because the male 
star stated he would rather take a 
vacation than split his salary with 
the tax collector. 

Another femme celeb told friends 
she is considering resigning from 
films to live in Europe in revolt to 
‘working half for myself and half 
for the Government.’ 

More than 100 would have to give 
up a third of their take under cur- 
rent salaries and at least a dozen 
would pay 50% or more, 





Fast 





Pathe News got some pic- 
tures of the Coney Island fire 
on the screen of RKO’s Tilyou 
there while the blaze was go- 
ing on. 

Joe Lee, RKO district mana- 
ger in Brooklyn, wrote the 
billing.on the phone and, aided 
by police escort, made the run 
back from New York to Coney 
with the developed print in 34 
minutes, 














‘ Ladies Free 





Los Angeles, July 18. 
Theatre manager, writing to 
his division head, suggested as 
exploitation for ‘Blonde Cap- 
tive, that he use a nearly nude 
blonde in the lobby fastened 
by heavy chains. 
He requested authority to 
spend money for the chains. 





Imperial City of West (That’s Chi) 
Showless, 1 Down to Skowhegan, Me. 


Chicago, July 18. 

Now one-show Chicago has be- 
come no-show Chicago, 

For the first time since Mrs. 
O’Leary’s cow was a calf the Im- 
perial City of the west is a zero 
in the legitimate firmament. A 
ghost city of closed theatres and 
not a booking in sight this side of 
Labor Day! 

‘Clowns’ Camphored 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Clowns in Clover’ 








Minneapolis Backing 
. Walkathon’ to Bolster 





Minneapolis, July 18. 
In need of funds to replenish its 
depleted exchequer, the city has 


gone into partnership with W. E. 
Tebbetts of Portland, Ore., in the 
staging of a ‘walkathon’ at the mu- 
nicipal auditorium. 

It’s an endurance contest to lo- 
cate the couple which can keep 
walking the longest at the rate of 
45 minutes’ walk and 15 minutes’ 
rest for 24 hours daily, a la dance 
marathon. There’s a band, vaude- 
ville acts and masters of ceremonies. 

Tebbetts, who has staged ‘walk- 
athons’ in several other cities, as- 
sumes all the risks of the enterprise, 
guaranteeing the city its share of 
expenses and splitting the net pro- 
ceeds on a percentage arrangement, 
The contestants compete for $1,000 
in cash prizes and are fed, but 
otherwise receive no compensation. 


Living Dead Town 


Ft. Dodge, Ia., July 18. 

Just a town gone dead. 

Legal holiday for 10 days puts 
the shutters on all business houses, 
except restaurants and those selling 
the necessities. Ft. Dodge has pop- 
ulation of nearly 30,000. 

Plan resorted to by the mayor to 
give two banks a chance to secure 
waivers on deposits rather than 
close. 

All shows are out and it’s impos- 
sible to buy pop or other luxuries. 
Ice cream available in restaurants, 
but only after arguments as to its 
food value. 


Admish I. O. U.’s 


New Haven, July 18. 

Bijou has a scheme for doing 
business with unemployed adults. 

Numbered tickets are available to 
prospects. The front of the ticket 
contains matter urging necessity of 
}amusement during period of unem- 
ployment. Back of ticket contains 
a pledge (to be signed by user) in 
| which patron agrees to pay the 
| price of the ticket when he secures 
| employment. 
| Admittance is restricted to one 
‘day weekly (Mondays). 














City’s Depleted B. R. 


became ‘Memories in Camphor’ after 
three poor weeks at the Apollo. The 
first week Leslie paid salaries. Sec- 
ond week Equity paid. Third week 
was commonwealth with principals 
guaranteed $75 each. Equity re- 
turned the troupe to New York and 
the production goes to the ware- 
house. 

Audiences of 50 and 60 persons 

(Continued on page 63) 


GRUNTS AND BIFFS ON 
NIGHTLY CHANGE BASIS 


Chicago, July 18. 
Joe Coffee, local fight promoter, 
is dickering for the Haymarket 
burlesque house on West Madison 
street. He also is considering a 
couple of other closed theatres. 
Coffee’s view is to put wrestling 
and*amateur boxing in all of them 
on a regularly nightly change policy. 
Which is one idea of what they're 
doing with some theatres out here. 


Long Unicycle Jaunt 


Los Angeles, July 18. 
Walter Nilsson, cycle act, who 
arrived in New York Friday (15) 
after a long European stay, has 
made a wager with Ernest John- 
son, Toronto capitalist, that he 
will ride a unicycle from New York 
to San Francisco in four months. 
Nilsson has written friends here 
he will start the trip Aug. 1. Even 
if it’s a press stunt, it’s still a long 
pedal. 

















Paid Off at Bank 


As protection against possible 
holdups in these times, Loew's 
State, New York, is no longer pay- 
ing off the acts backstage, 

Before the final performance Fri- 
day nights the manager walks the 
acts over to the bank and pays off 
there. 








Radio Wedding 


The first radio wedding will go 
on the air when Les Reis and Ray 
Gleekel, non- pro, are married 
shortly. 

Reis, of Reis and Dunn, are CBS 
|performers. That chain will stage 
{the ether marriage stunt, 





= ante eo oN RE TR 





ee ee ne ene 


vac ae 








2 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, July 19, 1932 





_ 








Chaplin Confesses 


But Own Camera Work His Big Kic 





Toronto, July 18. 

Back from the China seas is Gor- 
don Sinclair, one time ‘Variety’ 
mugg and now a globe trotting 
scribe whose observations are syn- 
dicated. He’s back with tales of 
‘Charlie Chaplin, whose intellectual 
jabberings are just a pose. Aboard 
the S. S. ‘Terukuni Maru,’ the dawn 
was rising when the word was 
noised abroad that Chaplin was 
coming for a dip. 

He looked pale and gaunt, his 
wavy hair was white, says Sinclair. 
‘Ah, isn’t this divine,’ crooned . the 
great comic, ‘The deep violet-blue. 
The swish of the limitless sea. Now 
one sees the living, pulsing glory of 
the sea, doesn’t one?’ 

‘You writing a book on this trip?’ 
asked Sinclair. 

‘Yes, my literary efforts absorb 
most of my leisure. But one always 
suffers qualms when knowing one’s 
writings. will be scanned by the vast 


multitude, doesn’t one? You a 
writing man?’ 

‘Yes,’ replied Sinclair. ‘But no 
qualms.’ 


‘Listen,’ said Chaplin, ‘that’s just 
a pose. The shell I go into,’ he ex- 
plained. 

‘All that rot 
pulsing sea?’ 

“Certainly. All these strangers 
expect me to wiggle my feet or pull 
rabbits out of hats. I’m just a tour- 
ist. If I could tell you of all the 
bores and. pests and louts who fon- 
dle me and paw and pester. 

‘Come and see my pictures,’ urged 
the comic. ‘First moving pictures I 
ever took in my life. I’ve never seen 
them myself. They'll probably be 
blanks.’ 

Comic’s Photography 

So they started unroiling pictures, 
says Sinclair. Bali, the land of nuts 
and nudes; Java, the place of ban- 
yans and batiks; New Guinea, 
where they only wear a rose. Beau- 
tiful pictures that sent Chaplin into 
ecstasies one second and despair the 
next. 

‘My face! 


“about the . living, 


Do I look like that?’ 
Then, after awhile, ‘Boy, look at 
that mottled sunshine. Say,,those 
lads back in Hollywood will have 
to see these. Wait till I tell them 
I took them.’ 

Chaplin kept jumping to the 
heights of glory and falling to the 
depths of gloom. 

‘Who inspires those horrible faces 
in me? Merciful heavens, my face 
is my fortune.’ 

‘Feet,’ they contradicted. 
my boy.’ 

Chaplin in that darkened room 
was the old enthusiast, the boy on 
Christmas morning. His pictures. 
Professional cameramen go hang. 
One of the most photographed men, 
living or dead, was seeing himself 
as he really looked. Not with idiotic 
feet and floppy cane; not with a 
cracked derby and mustache, but 
as a shy embarrassed fellow. 

Hours later Sinclair rounded a 
lifeboat to hear a man muttering 
and cursing to himself. ‘I’d kill the 
blank, blank and ten more blanks. 
I'd throttle the breath out of their 
dried up rotten souls.’ 

‘Who’re you going to kill?’ asked 
Sinclair. 

It was Chaplin again, consumed 
in a burning fury. 

‘They found Lindbergh’s baby,’ he 


‘Feet, 


hissed. ‘Dead; been dead a long 
time.’ 
He turned with all thought of 


anything else blotted from his eyes 
and gazed down the deck of a ship 
that was gently heaving through the 
China seas. 





HART’S SOLO TRIP 


Irving Berlin has deferred his 
Coast trip, so Moss Hart is going 
to Hollywood alone either July 21 
or 23 by boat. 

Hart is set with Metro as a 
writer for three months, with op 
tions, at $750 a week. 





Geo. Auerbach to MGM 
Hollywood, July 18. 


George Auerbach goes to Metro 
next week to write originals. 
He’s Helen Coburn’s husband. 








EET ET AE 





| WISDOM COMES TO NO | 
| ONE BY CHANCE. 


AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
Direct, or Your Own Broker 


MR, 





to Literary Pose, 
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Familiar Habit 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Autograph hound was quite 
nervous while getting the sig- 
nature of a male picture star. 
As he thanked the player the 
book dropped to the sidewalk 
and bounced up. 

The actor remarked: TI 
thought that only happened to 
my checks.’ 


PLAN ON FOR LLOYD 
TO MAKE ONE FOR U.A. 


Arrangements are. nearing com- 
pletion between Harold Lloyd, Jo- 
seph M. Schenck and Paramount 
for the appearance of Lloyd in 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ for United 
Artists. ; 

Plan is being worked out for this 
single UA picture at the request of 
Schenck and does not interfere in 
any way, on information, with 
Lloyd’s release of.pictures through 
Par. Comedian is scheduled _ to 
make two comedies this season for 
Par. 

William Fraser, Lioyd’s g. m., ar- 
rives in New York within two weeks 
to prepare for the early fall open- 
ing of ‘Movie Crazy.’ Lloyd person- 
ally will follow east, possibly to at- 
tend the opening. 

















Heavy ‘Cross’ Casting 
Lands Mayberry at Par 


Hollywood, July 18. 

William Mayberry, former War- 
ner assistant caster, ‘is now in the 
Same capacity at Paramount. 

Joe Egli and Kenneth Weaver are 
now exclusively assigned to cast 
Cc. B. DeMille’s ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
which will require about 7,500 
placements. ~ 





New Picture Finished, 
Personals for Marxes 


With the completion of ‘Horse 
Feathers,’ Four Marx Bros. will 
defer making other picture on their 
Paramount contract until next year. 
Meantime they probably will make 
picture house appearances after 
leaving the coast in September. 


U Buys ‘She’ 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Universal has bought the talker 
rights to H. Rider Haggard’s ‘She.’ 
Has been done as a British silent. 








RKO Studio P, A—The Winnah! 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Radio studios held its annual golf 
tournament at the Hollywood Coun- 
try Club Sunday (17) with 80 par- 
ticipants. Perry Leiber of the pub- 
licity dept. was low net in Class A, 
with an 84—19—65. 

James Anderson, assistant direc- 
tor, low net, Class B, 92—24—68; 
Fred Spencer, cutter; low net, Class 
C, 101—31—70., 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 5 (New York to London) 
Irwin Dash (Minnetonka). 

July 30 (New York to London) 
Harry Bannister (Ile de France). 

July 22 (New York to London) 
Douglas MacLean (Majestic). 

July 20 (New York to London) 
Cyril Gardner (Olympic). 

July 20 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Lou Clayton (Virginia). 

July 19 (New York to London) 





John W. Hicks, Jerry Sussman 
(Leviathan). 
July 18 (New York to London) 


Walter Duranty, B. S. Moss, Victor 
Varconi, Joyce Carey, Maury Paul 
(Europa). 

July 16 (New York to London) 
Phyllis Perlman (Adriatic). 

July 16 (New York to Plymouth) 
Frank Condon, Jerome Beatty, 
Kearney P. Walton, Margaret Perry, 





| July 16 (New York to Havre) 
Capt. Edward A. Davies, Geraldine 
arrar (France). 


July 16 (New York to London), 
Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy (Aqui- 
tania). 

July 12 (New York to Havre), 


J. McClure Bellows, 


| Seppe Carboni, Mary Mould (Roch- } 








|} ambeau),. 
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WILL MAHONEY 

Now at Loew’s State, Los Angeles, 
California. 

The Hollywood Citizen ‘News 
said: “Will Mahoney, the star of Sid 
Grauman’s prologue to ‘Grand Hotel’ 
Was a sensation. He won and de- 
served a tremendous ovation.’ 

Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


New Cycle Savers 
Of Blackberry Pie; 
Bunching Laff Names 


Hollywood, July 18. 

‘Grand Hotel’ idea of multiple 
name casts has reached the comedy 
field. Several companies are now 
contributing to a cycle of all star 
feature length comedies. 

Paramount started it off with 
‘Million Dollar Legs,’ in which the 
company rounded up all the avail- 
able old time slap stick favorites 
as well as. present day : funsters. 
Metro followed with the assignment 
of. Edgar: Allen .Woolf to. write a 
yarn that will fit an all-name cast 
of comics. Radio is also at work 
on a story that will star Edna Mae 
Oliver with an equally .well known 
cast of supporting comedians. 
' Universal intends to bunch stel- 
lar laugh provokers in its remake 
of ‘Buck Privates,’ while United 
Artists is using a quartet of former 
giggle stars in support of Al Jolson 
in ‘The New Yorker.’ 














_ Charlie F veemain West 


Charlie Freeman left New York 
Saturday (16) for Hollywood on his 
first trip in his new capacity of 
contact for RKO between its studio 
and New York headquarters. 

Former RKO vaudeville booking 
head is due to take up his picture 
assignment immediately upon ar- 
riving there tomorrow (Wednesday). 





High Finance 





A chiseling film .promoter 
on the coast, short on bank- 
roll at present, is capitalizing 
on a list of telephone numbers 
of stars he confidentially ac- 
quired, by selling them in 
groups of 100 at $10 a list. 

He guarantees atl numbers, 
most of which are unlisted, as 
correct. 


SAM JAFFE, PAR WASHUP 
AFTER STERNBERG ROW 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Paramount has_ accepted the 
resignation of Sam Jaffe, associate 
producer, following a blowup when 
Josef von Sternberg ordered the 
producer off the ‘Blond Venus’ set. 
Jaffe, who is a brother-in-law of 
B. P. Schulberg, had a contract 
running until February. Last week 
he was assigned to supervise the 
Zane Grey westerns, which is said 
to have been a. forerunner to the 
mix-up on the von Sternberg set. 
Jaffe is being replaced by Fred 
Leahy, his former assistant. 


Schencks Defendants 


In Coast Foreclosure 


Los Angeles, July 18. 
Superior Court awarded Mrs. O. 
W. Mauser foreclosure on two pieces 
of property cOmprising an auto 
service station, to satisfy $20,000 
due on mortgages she held on the 
parcel. Named as defendants were 
Joseph M. Schenck and Norma Tal- 
madge Schenck, who did not pre- 

sent evidence to oppose the suit. 
Schenck was trustee for a group 
including the Gore. brothers, Sol 
Lesser and Adolph Ramish, who 
were to acquire the property seven 
years ago. When the others did not 
put up their share Schenck refused 

to carry the mortgage payments. 




















FOR COLUMBIA’S ‘POLO’ 


Hollywood, July 18. 
A. F. Erickson and Andrew Ben- 
nison, former Fox director and gag 
man respectively, engaged by Co- 
lumbia to work on ‘Polo,’ starring 
Jack Holt. 


PAR’S DUO FOR U FILM 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Universal is . borrowing from 
Paramount, for principal leads in 
‘Merry Go Round,’ Phillips Holmes 
and Richard Bennett. 











George Brent Opines It's the Breaks, 
Good Parts in Good Films, That Do It 





‘If the breaks in show business 
were laid end to end they would ac- 
count for at least half of all the- 
atrical careers. That’s George 
Brent’s way of looking at it. 

Since he became an actor 10 years 
ago Mr. Brent has had breaks, good 
and bad. After being with road 
shows and stock companies he was 
signed by Al Woods for Broadway 
productions. That turned out to be 
the season when Woods slipped into 
bankruptcy. 

Brent then went to the Coast to 
play the lead in Fox’s ‘The Man 
Who Came Back’—and came back 
before he had a chance to arrive. 
Studio had decided to use the pic- 
ture to co-star Gaynor and Farrell. 
And that was that. 

Undiscouraged, a hopeful leading 
man took a test for ‘So Big.’ That 
did the trick. Suddenly there was 
a George Brent on the screen. 


‘I can’t explain it,’ explained 
Brent, caught off guard as he 
watched his own image on the 





John O'Hara Cosgrave (Lafayette). | 


screen of the Strand theatre in New 
| York: Protestingly, he had appeared 
|}at the behest of Warners’ publicity 
| department to enthrall Wednesday 
| night’s audience with an _ in-the- 
| flesh greeting. Obviously he was in 
|no mood to explain anything. He 
| thinks personal appearances’ so 


Cavalier Giu- | much hooey. 
‘Moving pictures have passed the, definitely as happening ‘some time!a merry-o-round 


! stage when they can foist machine- 


made stars on audiences,’ is his way 
of putting it. ‘Good parts in good 
pictures do the trick.’ 

Hasn’t Changed 

His sudden success is still a mys- 
tery to him. Perhaps it was the 
psychological moment, perhaps it 
was his part, perhaps his type was 
in current favor, he explains. He’s 

iving, now, the same performances 
that he gave as an also-ran. Any- 
way you cut it, his contract, on a 
sliding scale with Warners, attests 
that the man who never had a 
chance to come back is practically 
; there. 

Mr. Brent resents any inference 
of novelty in his present acclaim 
as an actor. He’s had six of his own 
stock companies and knows pretty 
well what the publicity hullabaloo’s 
all about—and just how much it 
can count for when the breaks are 
unfavorable. He doesn’t want to be 
starred. He doesn’t know that his 
voice is sexy—thinks it’s just a 
good voice, trained for the stage— 
hence, the screen. 

So saying, Hollywood's new ju- 
venile climbed upon the Strand 
| platform to dispatch a how d’you 
ldo. Next day he departed for ap- 
pearances in Philadelphia and St. 
Louis, after which he will return 





|to New York and an engagement 
| with Ruth Chatterton, described in- 


in the fall.’ 





‘McDermott Says, Make Em Twice, uf 


Hollywood, July 18, 

Jack McDermott, erstwhile piec.« 
ture writer, director and playwright, 
has a cure-all for the ills of the film 
industry. He explains his panacea 
in one sentence: ‘For every major 
picture that is made, make a sister 
film at the same time.’ 


If a picture is good there'll be a 
cycle of them, anyway, he explains, 
so why not make two at a time, 
using the same ‘sets, and cutting 
down joint expense? Explaining 
further, he would have the first pice 
ture made with recognized stars, 
aimed ‘for roadshowing, and this 
picture's offspring produced on a 
commonwealth idea without super- 
vision, using unknowns and with the 
director in complete charge. The 
second film would thus allow direc- 
tors with ideas to put some of them 
into execution on second hand sets 
without supervisors, associate pro- 
ducers and other execs handcuffing 
them with set rules of production, 
he says. 


Dyed Doves Atmosphere 


McDermott issued his gratis cure- 
all from his Moorish ‘castle,’ atop 
a Hollywood hill, while scores of 
doves of varied colors flitted back 
and forth. He dyes the doves the 
exotic shades, he explains, to fit into 
the color scheme of his home, which, 
he admits, he built by his own 
hands, plus the horny mitts of Pe- 
dro, his Mexican servant. 


McDermott no longer wears a 
muff. He shaved it off after sell« 
ing his last story to Howard Hughes 
for $25,000. This yarn has not yet 
been made. Despite the pink, green, 
orange and yellow doves, McDer- 
mott’s ability is nevertheless recog- 
nized in the film colony. 


Says. Meggers Handicapped 


When. he stopped directing he 


paid for space in the trade papers 
saying he would never direct an- 
other picture, because production is 


too factoryish, and a. director 
doesn’t have a chance at ‘individu- 
ality.’ 


The sister picture idea would al- 
low such. individuality, McDermott 
claims, with little cost to the stu- 
dio, yet giving the director an op- 
portunity to share in the profits. 

‘My plan,’ McDermott explains, ‘is 
based on the proposition that Frank 
Borzage doesn’t need a John Con- 
sidine; that Bill Howard doesn’t 
need an Al Rockett, and that Lu- 
bitsch would be just as well off 
without a Lloyd Sheldon. There’s 
plenty of creative brains in the in- 
dustry, but it’s up to the industry 
to see that they function, which it 
ean only do if men are given full 


responsibiity.’ 
Had Metro used the pup picture 
idea, McDermott says, ‘Tarzan’ 


could have been arranged for simul- 
taneously with ‘Trader Horn’ and 
made practically at the same time, 
with a two-way split on most of the 
production cost. To prove his point 
that it isn’t always star value that 
sells pictures, he explains that it 


wasn't Johnny Weismuller’ that 
made ‘Tarzan’ but that ‘Tarzan’ 
made Weismuller. 

A Parable 


McDermott’s plea from his castle 
is for more commercial art in pic- 
tures. Just what the director is 
now up against in Hollywood he tells 
in a parable of ‘an artist named 
Whistler,’ who, painting pictures 
under present day conditions in 
films, would run into the following: 

‘I want to paint an old lady sit- 
ting in a rocking chair. I was think- 
ing of painting it against a greyish 
background.’ 

Executive number one: ‘The pub- 
lic is sick to death of old women, 
No sex appeal anyway.’ 

‘We've had six pictures in a row 
with grey background,’ says execu- 
tive number two. ‘Next cycle will 
be blue background. So make it 
blue—and say, can’t you put in two 
old women?’ 

‘Whistler wants to make any pic- 
ture by now—he needs the cash,’ 
describes McDermott. ‘I was go- 
ing to have her sitting in a rocking 
chair and call the picture ‘Mother.’ 

‘But rocking chairs are passe,’ 
chimes in another exec. ‘Put the 
two old dames in riding togs on a 
merry-go-round and call it ‘Ex- 
Mother.’ 

‘I know just what you want,’ pipes 
‘Whistler.’ 

‘Two old ladies, not too old, of 
course, perhaps I'd better have 
young ones, with wigs, and then I 
won't have to paint the wrinkles out 
after the preview. I'll dress them 
in riding togs astride two ponies on 
against. a blue 
background,’ etc., etc. 
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Tas Stay in Hollywood,’ Says Bert, 
Who Wants Reunion with Bobbie 





At his opening Paramount per- 
formance, Bert Wheeler, 
trouping days began 21 years ago, 
had an acute attack of stage fright. 
Wheels whirred in his ears, words 
froze in his throat, hands trembled, 
feet turned to ice—and the wings 
seemed miles away. 

‘I felt like an amateur,’ explained 
a round-eyed Wheeler, nonplussed 
at having found himself in so un- 
professional a predicament. 

‘They said that we gave a good 
show. I didn’t hear the laughter. 
All I could think was: now that 
I'm on, how dot get off? 

‘You forget things like that after 
you've been in pictures for three 
years. The personal appearances I 
made with Woolsey don't count— 
we strolled on the stage, told a few 
gags and scrammed. But to put on 
make-up, face an audience, wait for 
laughs, take an entrance and buiid 
to an exit—that’s an ordeal you 
have to be prepared for.’ 

Bert settled back in his dressing 
rocm chair, weak from the mem- 
ory. 


whose 


Film Pitfalls 

_‘A picture contract can do that to 
you,’ he philosophized. ‘It can make 
a guy like me forget the stage and 
all I learned from it. It can block 
out important roads to sigeline work 
and sideline money. The picture ac- 
tor who knows he’s signed for 24 
weeks out of 52 is in danger of stag- 
nation. He doesn’t have to seek 
bookings. He loafs until his next 
shooting schedule. 

‘Meanwhile, there’s vaudeville, 
there's legit, there’s radio—all going 
to waste while he cuts down his 
golf score. 

‘This trip east has taught me a 
Jot. There’s plenty of theatrical 
dough waiting for a comedian who 
can’ hop from films, to stages, to 
microphones. When I get back to 
the Coast, I'm going to grab that 
[Woolsey and I’m going to say: 
‘Listen, Bobbie, we're friends, we're 
pals. We'll make our picture for 
Columbia, and by that time we 
ought to be buddies again, we'll sign 
up for two features a year, we'll 
back our own stage production and 
tour it through the one-nighters, 
with three circus men In advance to 
blast. 

‘Only a sap stays in Hollywood. 
I know; I’ve been one. Two fel- 
lows like Wheeler and Woolsey 
should be on their toes, working in 
all branches of show business.’ 

And this brought Woolsey’s ex- 
gwide-kick to a subject near his heart. 


Wants Bobbie Again 


‘I should never have fought with 
Woolsey, the big bum,’ confided 
Wheeler. ‘We’re a team. We're 
Wheeler and Woolsey. I haven't 
seen him since we called each other 
everything we could think of. 
That'll happen to the best of 
friends, won’t it?’ questioned Bert. 
‘It isn’t as though we'd fought over 
a girl—that. rumor was -nonsensical. 
It was a matter of contract and, like 
fools, we both got sore. Now we're 
set to work together again, and I’m 
wondering who will speak first— 
whether it will be me or that 
palooka, Every day I decide to 
send him a telegram and then I 
tear it up. 

‘I love that big bum,’ concluded 
Bert. 


Mae Mullis Sock Yarns 
~ For Marlene and Jean 


Mae West, sent to the Coast by 
William Morris to do a Paramount 
picture, may wind up a writer. 

Actress is fooling around with 
originals for Jean Harlow and Mar- 
lene Dietrich while at Par as a per- 
former. 

Writing assignments are by invi- 
tation to do ‘strong’ stuff for the 
mentioned femme personalities. 











ONE MORE POSTPONEMENT 

Chicago, July 18. 
Divorce action of Verree Teasdale, 
from legit, was again postponed 
when coming up for trial last Thurs- 
day (14) before Judge Sabath. Miss 
Teasdale is suing William O’Neal, 
musical comedy tenor. Action has 
been pending locally for four years. 
Miss Teasdale, now under contract 
to Metro, couldn't make the hop to 
Chicago because of illness. She is 
represented by Attorney Phil Davis. | 


+ 





Hollywoodiana 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Mary Pickford’s faux pas at 
the opening of ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ at Grauman’s Chinese 
has the colony buzzing. Speak- 
ing into the mike Miss Pick- 
ford concluded, ‘And I know 
that the Academy cannot help 
but award the trophy for the 
best performance of the ycar 
to Norma Talmadge.’ 

Norma Shearer is in the pic- 
ture; Miss Talmadge hasn't 
made a film in two years. 

Ethel Barrymore, incident- 
ally, got-in a nice little crack 
of her own by saying, ‘For the 
first time I’m going to enjoy 
Bugene O'Neill.’ 


NIX, NO PICTURES, SAYS 
ETHEL BARRYMORE COLT 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Ethel Barrymore Colt flatly re- 
fused Metro’s offer to put her in 
‘Rasputin,’ with her mother, and 
uncles Lionel and John. She also 
turned down two other majors who 
hoped to profit by the Barrymore 
name. 

Miss Colt says she has no inten- 
tion of going into pictures for at 
least two years, and will return to 
New York in a few weeks for a spot 
in a musical. 

When she does go pictures, Miss 
Colt says, she'll drop the Barrymore 
name entirely. 


Radio Wants Howard on 
Termer After Stage Tour 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Radio, which gets Leslie Howard 
for ‘Animal Kingdom’ after he fin- 
ishes the current ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
at Metro, is endeavoring to get the 
English player to sign a termer. 
As yet it’s in the negotiating stage. 

Under present arrangement, How- 
ard goes to Radio after his Metro 
engagement, and then will go to 
England for stage work. If How- 
ard signs with Radio, contract 
would go into effect after complet- 
ing his London legit obligations. 

Studio also tried to get Howard 
to stay here long enough to do 
both ‘Kingdom,’ and appear oppo- 
site Constance Bennett in ‘Rock-a- 
Bye,’ formerly owned by Gloria 
Swanson. He refused the latter 
offer. 























Want Brown-Henderson 
For First Harvey Film 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Fox is making overtures to Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson regard- 
ing whipping a musical together as 
Lilian Harvey’s first picture for 
that company. 

There is also an outside chance 
of Seymour Felix returning to the 
studio should the Brown-Hender- 
son negotiations be closed. Felix 
would stage the numbers in the 
film. 

Miss Harvey is expected here 
from abroad in October to start on 
her Fox contract. 


AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
St. Louis, July 18. 

Dick Powell, m. c., is off for the 
Coast six weeks ahead of schedule, 
having been loaned to Fox for a 
Will Rogers picture. When the call 
came Powell was just >our.ding out 
the first week of a month’s booking 
at the Ambassador here. 
After he finishes the Fox film 
Powell will move over to the War- 
ner lot, where he is under contract 
to start Sept. 1. His first assign- 
ment is ‘Radio Girl’ with Bebe 
Daniels. 





JOAN GALE GOES FOX 
Joan Gale has gone Fox via sig- 
nature although under stage con- 
tract to George White. 

Miss Gale, one of the four Gale 
Sisters, will reach the Coast not later 
than next January, and before that 
if ‘Scandals’ doesn’t linger on the! 
road until the first of the year. 
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Cantor-Geo. White? 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Ben Holzman is here from the 
east. 
Just vacationing with his pal Ed- 
die Cantor, is the story. 








In New York, reported that Holz- 
man has a George White musical 
comedy offer for Cantor. 


GARBO RE-SIGNS, 
$12,500 A WK. 
FROM MGM 


Hollywood, July 18. 

With Joseph Buehler, her New 
York attorney now on the Coast, 
final papers on a contract for Greta 
Garbo to remain with Metro will be 
drawn, 

Understood the new agreement is 
for two pictures a year at a re- 
ported salary of $12,500 weekly for 
a 40-week period; runs three years 
with usual opticns. Layoff time in- 
cludes Garbo’s trip abroad. She 
leaves here July 20 for a three 
months’ vacation. 

B. P. Schulberg figured he had an 
inside track on Garbo when he con- 
ferred with Buehler, but he’s found 
out he didn’t get anywhere. Schul- 
berg tried to sell Buehler the idea 
of making pictures with Garbo in 
England. 

When Buehler told Harry Eding- 
ton about the Schulberg talk, how- 
ever, he was told to iay off Garbo’s 
business deals and to tell the pro- 
ducer that the Swedish star was 
not interested. 

Garbo’s health is said to be none 
too good. Plans are being worked 
out to sneak her into New York just 
in time to catch a boat. She's 
likely to go east via Canada or the 
southern route, 


‘Interlude’s’ Strange 
Fan Actions Create 
Record Premiere Jams 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Effective exploitation and a heavy 
pre-opening campaign for Metro's 
‘Strange Interlude’ brought the big- 
gest crowd in the history of this 
city in front of Grauman’s Chinese 
Friday night (15). Police couldn't 
handle the mob, despite four -dif- 
ferent calls for police and fire re- 
serves. 

One boy was run over by an au- 
tomobile during the melee and four 
women fainted and had to be car- 
ried into the theatre. Many persons 
were crushed and injured and quite 
a few came away with torn cloth- 
ing. Several unruly star-gazers, 
after the store windows adjacent to 
the theatre were kicked in, were 
beaten by the cops. 

Crowd began to collect eight 
hours before the opening and near- 
ly all remained until the house was 
emptied at 1:10 a. m. 














Steele’s 2d Bum Break 


Hollywood, July 18. 


First day’s production on Trem 
Carr’s ‘Texas Buddies’ resulted in 
a smashed rib for Bob Steele when 
an aeroplane crashed at landing. 

Production had been late starting 
due to breaking of Steele’s arm in 
the previous picture. 





1ST WIFE WINS DIVORCE 
Buffalo, July 18. 


Pearl M. Spector, Buffalo beauty 
shop proprietress, was granted a 
divorce, with costs, in Supreme 
Court here from Theodore I. Spec- 
tor, now under indictment in West- 
chester for having  bigamously 
married Olive Borden, picture ac- 
tress. 

Action was not contested, 





GARDNER FOR SWANSON 








|in ‘Perfect Understanding’ in Eng- 


jis due back next month, 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Cyril Gardner is being loaned by 
Universal to direct Gloria Swanson 
land, sailing on the Olympic July 
20. 

Rowland V. Lee, who abandoned 
direction of the Swanson picture, 


Air Interviews Not 





A Break for Bulls 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Discovering that it’s jake 
with the SPCA for bulls to 
mutilate bullfighters, but not 
vice versa, Universal will use 
only gory scenes in its pro- 
posed bullfight picture, ‘Men 
Without Fear,’ in which hu- 
man beings get banged up. 
Scenes taken for the bull- 
fight at Madrid arrived at the 
studio and will be edited to 
show only the toreadors get- 
ting the punctures. 


VON HERBERG PLAYS A 
HOME HOLDUP SCENE 


Seattle, July 18. 

Rivaling the drama of gangster 
pictures he has shown at his the- 
atres, J. von Herberg, of Jensen & 
von Herberg, out-smarted two rob- 
bers in his residence here last 
Thursday (14), 

Von Herberg returned home late. 
Two burglars had entered his house, 
stolen some minor articles and rob- 
bed three servants who had been 
locked in a closet. Robbers found 
a safe and decided to await Von's 
return to force him to open it. 

When the theatre man entered his 
home one of the bandits covered 
him with a gun, Theatre man 
talked to him a moment, saw an 
opening, struck the pistol from the 
burglar’s hand and then covered the 
tough guy. Second robber appeared, 
the fuss was called a draw and the 
bandits took it on the run, neither 
wanting to do any shooting. 


Binyon at Par. Writing 
Original for Stu Erwin 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Claude Binyon has been signed by 
Paramount to do an original story 
for Stuart Erwin and is now at 
work on it. 

Recently Binyon’s book, ‘A Girl 
Ought to Work,’ was published and 
another, ‘Diary of a Stooge,’ will 
reach the bookstands in September. 
Binyon was formerly with ‘Variety,’ 
having been. affiliated for seven 
years. 


Borrow—And Return 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble, who was 
loaned by Paramount to Radio to 
work on ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ after 
two weeks has been returned to 
Paramount where he has no current 
assignment, 


Enright’s C. P. Hop 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Ray Enright, Warner director, 
leaves July 21 for New Yark with 
a camera crew to shoot atmospheric 
and incidental shots on Central 
Park in New York. 

Will pick up players for parts 
there, returning here to start pic- 
ture the latter part of August, 


TWO WANT ARLEN 
Hollywood, July 18. 

While ‘Hot Saturday’ has been set 
back a week due to revisions in 
story, Radio and Universal are both 
negotiating with Paramount for 
loan of Richard Arlen. 

Paramount is waiting to see how 
the story will jell before deciding to 
loan. 









































NEWS TO GOLDWYN 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Word from New York that Par- 
amount wants to borrow Ann Sten, 


Aylesworth s 


Idea for Pictures; NBC's Film Plugs 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Radio studio's idea of what con- 
stitutes co-operation between radio 
and pictures, for the benefit of both 
forms of entertainment, does not 
coincide with the ideas of M. H. 
Aylesworth, and he has told studio 
execs so in no soft language. 

His criticism i- aimed at the two 
attempts to follow his recent sug- 
gestions made on the coast in which 
he stated that radio could be made 
to help the picture business if the 
latter would utilize radio. 

Studio's idea of utilization was to 
allow Adela Rogers Hyland to in- 
terview Jean Harlow, Irene Dunne 
and Nick Lucas on the air on two 
successive nightly programs. 

Aylesworth's burn is that the in- 
terviews were too wishy-washy and 
smacked of fan magazine fluff, and 
without real entertainment value. 

His edict is that if the radio time 
is to be utilized someone on the lot 
had better think up ideas that will 
be entertaining. 

Execs have called in their help for 
ideas that might strike a more re- 
sponsive chord. 

Aylesworth's yell to Radio studio 
officials that their so-called ‘radio- 
picture co-operative air programs’ 
have lacked entertainment value, is 
followed by idea for an ether sta- 
tion on the Radio lot, from which 
weekly programs will be broadcast 
over NBC, 

One of the sound stages is being 
transformed into a sending station, 
and wires laid for hook up over the 
NBC chain, with the first picture 
program scheduled for two weeks 
hence, John Swallow, formerly 
manager of KF VD and KFAC here, 
will handle the studio air activities. 





Following up M. H. Aylesworth’s 
offer, when the NBC and RKO prez 
was on the Coast, that the NBC 
stood ready to offer its facilities to 
any major company for the good of 
the industry,’ a series of film re- 
views will start on the air for NBC 
shortly. Whether this film service 
will be 100% favorable in its tenor, 
or more modified, or how it will be 
handled, is now being mulled over. 
Nor has it been decided who will do 
the etherizing of the pre-industry 
propaganda, 

It is fairly certain that the NBC 
radio outlet will serve as the most 
direct factor to date in the best in- 
terests of motion pictures as the 
result of Aylesworth’s decision to 
lend the NBC facilities for that 
purpose. P 

Irving Thalberg on the Coast was 
the first to take up Aylesworth’s 
invitation literally and, on behalf of 
Metro, submitted a plan for the 
dramatizations of important films 
past and present as part of the pre- 
cinematic build-up. 

In New York last week D. W. 
Griffith was auditioned by the NBC 
sales and promotional council. The 
film director had a commercial in 
view but NBC was also interested 
because of its coincidence with 
Aylesworth’s plans. Nothing came 
of the Griffith audition. 

NBC is solely interested in plug- 
ging pictures that way. There will 
be no provision made for legit re- 
viewing this fall. 














is news to Sam Goldwyn, to whom 
she is under contract. | 


Sten for the spot opposite Ronald || 
Colman in ‘U-Boat.’ 
i 
| 


FARRELL’S 1 WB 





Charles Farrell has been loaned 
by Fox to Warner Bros. for one 
picture. 

He will appear opposite Joan 
Blondell in ‘Central Park,’ majority | 


of which is to be shot in New 





York, 


‘ 


Goldwyn has been readying Miss || 
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: : HAYS FOR HOOVER BUT 
Unpaid Roxy Players Planning One-Half of 1% ED} 
- CAN’T EFFECT THEATRES : 
. e e Hollywood, July 18. 
T l| f P ht: Whereas Estelle Taylor sued NO | SHOW 
ir €T10 0 e 0 . c. C. Burr for $2,100 wages on Hays is 100% for Hoover. Offi- * 
| ‘Western Limited,’ when she cially admitted Monday for the first 
e e wasn't paid promptly, Helen time, the statement, coming from 
Del Taylor, her sister and double, sources close to the General, empha- PAPER 
ay nl ICa on ecopeniig filed a claim with the labor sized Hays’ political support as 
commission, also alleging un- strictly the Republican layman, and 
+ Swe ea a paid salary. -- no he eg ornare Will 
r Only difference—Helen is ays, as head o @ Motion Piciure nie 
Unless they are successful this FOX-RKO DETROIT POOL asking for a ten-spot.-—From Producers and Distributors of An analysis of all show and film 
week in a final attempt to collect, ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin. America, Inc. papers in important key situationg 
’ Talking It Over With RKO to That Hays, as picture overseer, 
the 60 odd unpaid members of the Operate Big Fex Deluxer could in little way, if any, use the ; im the United States conducted by a 
final Roxy, New York, stage show industry politically was pointed out | major film company shows ‘Variety* 
will go on the radio to advise the] Detroit pooling arrangement is through an analysis in which €X- | on top. 
public of the treatment they re-|being discussed between Fox and meaner: SNe: Repeats. Fe TPE ar gy questionnaires to publishers, 
: . 4 RKO. Plan is to merge operation most important part. Ne-vsreel men . 
ceived from the theatre’s receivers. of the Fox deluxer in that city with declared that any evidences of par- | editors, critics of both legit and 
Performers have secured an hour|the RKO Uptown, RKO to operate. tality to either political party inj pictures, and the important column< 
each on two New York stations and| The Fox, Detroit, is under control b cg gy Ree aly ee ae ee ists and special writers, 43 replied, 
have an option on a third hour. of a bondholders’ group headed by ete Se far as. the ‘sean Foes are con-| The poll disclosed an 88% top rat< 
In addition, the troupe will stage macy oer Pg, Ta np ng cerned they voiced the-nselves as |ing for ‘Variety’ for reader interest 
a benefit performance next week,|RKOQ also has the Temple and Caleago, July 18. adhering to a strictly neutral pol- |/and general information value to tha 
or the week after, for those of the |Downtown. The Temple is closed Max Balaban died today (Mon- mH siemndtiie elt: Seine weuinen. country’s leading newspapers. Near« 
cast who are in need and for the |but the Downtown will remain un- day) at Michael Reese hospital ally, it was officially stated that all |ly one third added that they usd =™ 
theatre scrubwomen who were also affected by the pooling if con-| here after a seven months siege of during the campaign he will act as | ‘Variety’ exclusively. 
innedd. a: jaundice. advisor or consultant as called upon| O¢ the 43 replies 37 named ‘Vax 
Major Donovan, of the V. M. A., |¢ When last active the fourth ei se epublican National Com- riety,’ four were non-commital ana 
is still seeking to collect for the M tH Sa Balaban brother was in charge of aj two dailies selected trade papers 
players although having yet to re- us ave ySO all film booking and buying for oy ee Pi cre gy I 0 case 
ceive any satisfaction. He has been . selection being different. 
unable ‘0 get in touch with Harry the Balaban & Katz eeaees. He D Fi All show papers, including week= 
Kosch, the Roxy operator for the entered show business over 20 years oug Igurhig lies and dailies, were submitted by, 
receivers, during the past few days. \ ars or ago with his brothers. the major film company in the syma« 
The Roxy is due to reopen late Surviving him are Abe, Barney, . posium. Both New York and Chi«= 
this month but unless there is a 9 John, Dave, Ha:ry, and Almer Bal- On R dsho cago voted unanimously — for 
payoff of the performers it’s likely Flse p od aban, his brothers, also the widow 0a wig ‘Variety.’ 
the Roxy may not be able to obtain i ucers and two children. Burial will take 7 A few of the replics indicated that 
a stage shc-v for its proposed re- place tomorrow (Tuesday) in Wald- e some of the other trade papers were 
sumption. par a atone Fy pared Deceased Thru School Ties scnorkb er but not read. One a 
Bes was -years-old. . receiving a trade paper gratis with« 
Opes ws:3¢ " Provlom Hollywood, July 18. - out requesting it. 
Current indications point to the/ producers have agreed to co-| A contingent of Publix officials, ree a ‘Variety’ has no free list. 
reopening, scheduled for July 29,/ operate with the Wampas in a se-|as well as James R. Grainger, Fox 
going over to August. One of the/jection of baby stars this year, only | distribution chief, left New York Hollywood, July 18. 
main problems is the selection of an |if the press agents’ association will | yesterday (Monday) to attend the| Decision will be made this week | ¢ 9 9 
operator for the spot. Choice looks | permit the studios to do their own | funeral of Max Balaban. by Douglas Fairbanks as to whether MILL N P 
as if it's mostly up to the bond-| picking. In addition to John and Elmer} he will road show or release direct ? 
holders’ committee. Attorney Carlos} Attempt at a new departure in | Balaban, from the New York home| through United Ariists ‘Mr. Robin- 
Israels, of the firm of White and@/the annual starlet event is a sequel | office, additional Publix officers who} son Crusoe,’ the co-operative pic- F 
Case, represents this group, to the Wampas-Fox imbroglio of | went out included Sam Dembow,/ture he made this spring in the { 
Among the names mentioned as|Jast year, when the star list failed | Jr., Leo Spitz, Milton Feld and Dave} South Seas. x 
operator has been that of Mark/to contain any Fox names, and | Chatkin. Fairbanks is not satisfied with the 
Luescher presently associated with | later resulted in all members work- returns obtained from ‘Around the — 
Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) at RKO.|/ing at Fox studios and subsidiaries World’ on general release. He fig- 
Bondholders who are also interested | withdrawing from membership. MAX GORDON AND PAR ures his current production has big Hollywood, July 18. 
in RKO are understood to have pro-| W. R. Sheehan led the campaign exploitation possibilities in addition; Paramount will co a ‘Grand Hotel 
jected Luescher into the running. |against the Wampas last year, and CAI | OFF THEIR DEAL to an educational value which will| 4ll-star stunt with ‘If I Had a Mil« 
However, it is fairly certain that | this week, when the matter of this enable him to tie it to schools,| lion Dollars,’ based on the book, 
whatever deal is made for opera-/| year’s picking came up at a pro- Fairbanks feels also that returns | ‘Windfall.’ 
tion of the house that Fox Film| ducers’ meeting, he endeavored to Max Gordon's agreement to act |from this source would be far be- Idea of the film will be to show 
will probably sit in both as to prod-| get the producers to vote no co- at play boss and legit connection | Yond those of the other picture on what a number of characters would 
uct and as an advisor on operation. | operation. Finally it was agreed | ¢,, Paramount, at a salary of $62,- | eneral release. In addition he would do with that muc1i coin which Par 
Objections, as voiced by bond-|that cooperation would be ex-| 999 a year, has termina7ed at the| have the revenue from general re- | €xecs believe is a natural for throw< 
holders, may leave Herbert Lubin,| tended if each of the major com-|oenq of a month by mutual agree- |lease which might be better than| ing into picture, with the bulk of 
presently operating the spot with|Panies would be allowed to pick| ment. Other duties precluded his |normal, due to the exploitation | its names, for ex loitation purposes, 
Receiver Kosch, out of the picture.|one of its comers for the group to| chances for proper handling of the| value from the two-a-day engage- There is also a possibility that 
Conferences on these matters are|be arbitrarily accepted by the | par assignment. ments. several directors will be used in 
to’take place this week. Wampas. Another reason is that Gordon has Educational Ties the filming, as the story as now 
Although the sum of $150,000 in Wampas meets tonight (Tues- not been in the best of health, de- A special road show department outlined, will be of an episodic na< 
receivers’ certificates has been al-|4ay), with the starlet question ex- | spite which he is unable to go away | would be organized for the educa-| ture and thus permit the players 
lowed by the Federal Court to be| pected to break into fireworks, for a much needed rest at the pres- | tional end, with two agents travel- | being megged by their favorite die 
issued by the receiver, none of this} [ast year none of the Fox can- | ent time. Rehearsals for his next|ing ahead of the film, one doing | rectors. 
amount can be utilized by Kosch|didates made the group of 13 se- | legit musical, ‘Flying Colors,’ start|the exploitation and educational ag 
without first obtaining consent ‘of| lected by Wampas, and following | Thursday (21), necessitating his re- | tie-ups as well as lectures on the 
the bondholders. Latter are pres-|the resignation of the Fox mem- | maining in New York. subject. The other would handle YOST OUT AT FOX 
ently permitting the issuance of | Pers that organization picked its With Par, Gordon’s agreement/the straight press material. All 
only a nominal amount, around $1,- | °W® baby stars in Conchita Monte- | gave him the right to produce three | Key-spots of 50,000 and more in 0 
000 weekly, to help carry the house og Linda Watkins and Helen | shows a year on his own in addition | ,onulation would be covered by the N A8-HOUR NOTICE 
while it is dark. That pays for|? ack, who are ballyhooed as! to picking plays and scripts for the road shows. 
ground rent of the lobby, at the debutante stars. picture company. Fairbanks claims that the book, 
rate of $25,000 yearly, and also for ‘Robinson Crusoe,’ is the second Hollywood, July 18. — 
staff salaries on the payroll of Re- best seller throughout the world,|_ Robert Yost, eight years with 
ceiver Kosch. next to the Bible, and gauging re-| 0%, and for past three in charge 
---- turns on that basis he would be|°f the scenario department and 
warranted in road showing his pic- | WTiters, was let out Saturday on 
LIX ture. 48 hours notice. 
PUB STALLING ON Title rights, which Universal Understood that Harold Lipsitz, 
claimed, have been released to who was head of scenario departs 
CHI PICTURE BUYING Fairbanks for the picture. pus ot Ra ete re age ol Me ost, will 
ae ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) may p> 
Understood that Publix has de- open at the Rialto, New York, Aug. . ) 
ag hy Baerga Pie fron ce! ge Ba 4, It will be the first picture of the Holding Back Release on 
f : season for United Artists, with na- 
Aug. 5. Product sources, pressing tional release date set as July 28. ‘Alive’ and Asking 507 
for contract action, have been ad- Mark Larkin, Fairbanks-Pickford 0 
peor to that snert rep on the Coast, comes east the end 
ircuit’s Jans for 3&K ‘ 
group, Fr for Prag iy os <a yes In order to give it added pre-« 
still up in the air, with reopening release engagements in picked spots, 
of three spots, the continuance of Metr ) Se S | Radio will not place ‘Bring ’Em 
operation of several others and re- 0S X Pp urge — > tee 7, — — 
vision of policy in one or two ara July 16. oh SP er 
ert eons toon, Siew « smtengisltrwooa, July 18, |!" Distributor ts asking percentage 
Leo Spitz B&K attorney, is ca ne ee * _- ve weed for | terms to 50% straight from me ares 
Rings to apne _ : sex, as evidenced by its selection of; dollar, with exhibitors raising @ 
n New York working on the latter three sizzlers for the '32-33 program. | howl. 
end of the problem. First of the trio will be ‘Congaiy,’ —--- 
Lewes eee a featuring Jean Harlow. Deal is on 
oN for an English book banned in this Sax’s Bankruptcy 
Sapolioing ‘Bed’ country and third is of a similar cs. . a cing , 
‘ nature, with company guarding Sam Sax, production manager of 
Saati = | titles closely. shorts at Warners’ Flatbush studio, 
Hollywood, July 18 4 | nS a aa ae SOE te ae ina on ae 
ws (=< tr... 24 -, x6 A, : | - i in bankruptcy admits to liabilities 
Saeeemiesee Bet 8 Her Own’ . o2 | SUBMITTING IN FULL [ot 37302; no mets Tis" debts 
PET Tae a aaa slohnun vipa icaiiten 1 3a ioe 23 en | An authors agenting service is chiefly arise from claims on Lumas 
ment to be written by Sam K | -_ | being plotted by Islin Auster who ; Film Corp. and Gotham Produc- 
Sdieom | TAY GARNETT a for Hollywood Mhursday (14). | tions, Inc., with which Sax was 
Latter's play, ‘World's Greatest| His finest directorial effort thus far, “ONE WAY PASSAGE,” aroused ‘eeuibnalar ar, ego powered ase tmanale Recta nntaypior ei fable 
Lover,’ based on the life of Valen- | high favor at its preview on the Coast this week. It will be followed by | 00. oe See. eee ' jana eromsers ean: SAAS _ 
tino, was taken this week by the | “ORAY, VU. B. A.,” whieh he is directing at Universal, starring Lew ee mag . . and Gotham include a claim for 
4 ee es “ : ah ‘ | Ayres. “One Way Passage” co-stars William Powell and Kay Francis Auster was last on the Paramount $118,109 by Consolidated Film Lab 
Theatre Guild for New York pro-/and is set for a November release on the Warner Brothers-First Na- | story board and previously was/and $104,567 by the Bank of Amere 
duction. itional schedule. } scenario editor for Columbia. j ica, 
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Figure 5 Million Saving on Loew Cut; 
Estimate $35,000 Studio Slice Weekly 








> 





A saving of somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $5,000,000 annually 
is realized by the Loew-Metro sal- 
ary reduction, effective for all and 
ranging from 5 to 35%. The de- 
duction in pay-checks starts com- 
ing out‘this Saturday (23), on the 


current week’s salary. 

The cut was finally agreed upon 
with a view of protecting the com- 
pany in a financial way against 
any emergencies that might arise. 


Reduction Seale 


Percentage graduation is 5% up 
to $50; 10% to $75; 15% to $150; 
20% to $250; 25% to $1,500 and 35% 
everything over $1,500 a week. Ef- 
fective July 23. 

When Nicholas M. Schenck last 
week called a meeting of all Loew 
and Metro department heads, who 
unanimously voted to place the sal- 
ary reduction program into effect, 
consensus of opinion reflected sur- 
prise that it had not come before 
now. 

Employees were notified of the 
cut the middle of last week. They 
were informed what their cut would 
amount to by their department 
heads, and also received a mimeo- 


graphed communication over Mr. 
Schenck’s’' signature which was 
sent out in the usual publicity 


» manner to the papers. 


_ Statement told personnel that 
“during the entire period of depres- 
sion the management has endeav- 
ored to maintain salaries un- 
changed, that it had been earnestly 
hoped conditions would improve 


‘and hence there would be no neces- 


sity for lowering compensations. 

It also promised that the salary 
slice was ‘only to hold effect until 
Such times as an economic recov- 
ery is manifest.’ 

The unhoped for news was gen- 
erally received in Loew's and Metro 
without complaint. 

Hollywood, July 18. 

On this end Metro has a weekly 
payroll of around $250,000. It is 
expected that close to $35,000 a 
week will be saved on the Coast by 
the cut. Contract players, directors, 
writers, etc., are mostly agreeable 
to the reduction under the stipula- 
tion that the slice will not affect 
the status of their agreements. 

Studio has 50 contract employees 
getting $1,500 a week and up. These 
are subject to the maximum 35% 
slice. 


PLUNKETT SUES 
RKO FOR $24,375 


Joseph Plunkett has _ retained 
Abeles & Green (Maurice Goodman, 
special counsel with the firm) to 
sue the RKO Corp, for a balance of 
$24,375 claimed due on a salary of 
$45,000 a year. 

Attorneys have served notice on 
to that effect, setting forth 
that Plunkett was employed on a 
yearly basis Jan. 21, 1929, at $50,000, 
receiving salary at that rate in 
monthly installments until Jan. 21, 
1932, when a new deal was made re- 
ducing him to $45,000 a year. He 
Was discharged July 9 of this year, 
Plunkett details, and claims the 
$24,375 balance as due. 


Lee Marcus Leaving 


Lee Marcus departs as head of the 
RKO scenario department Sept. 1. 
He just returned from the Coast 
last Wednesday (13). Marcus for- 
merly headed Pathe. distribution 
and was also for a time president 
of that firm. 

When Radio and Pathe were con- 
solidated into a single unit Marcus 
handled the reorganization. He has 
been head of the scenario division 
for around six months 





Repartee 





Hollywood, July 18. 

At a studio where punctual- 
ity is the rule, a writer was 
bawled out by the boss for 
being 10 minutes late at his 
desk. 

‘But I worked until two this 
morning,’ he explained. 


‘Shut up,’ came back the 
boss, ‘don’t change the sub- 
ject.’ 











LIFE POLICIES 
BACK FILM 
C0. LOANS 


Several of the major picture com- 
panies are finding financial relief 
by borrowing on the life insurance 
of their chief executives. All, of 
course, are cases wherein the pol- 
icies were taken out in behalf of the 
employing corporation and_ the 
premiums paid for by the company. 

From insurance’ underwriting 
sources it is learned that the bor- 
rowings on this phase of show busi- 
ness has to date totalled over $6,- 
000,000, with a flock of applications 
yet to be passed on likely to raise 
this figure close to the $10,000,000 
mark. 

Top loan effected so far from the 
film ranks is that of $2,000,000 on a 
$10,000,000 policy. 


HAYS WANTS MILLIKEN 
FOR JOY’S CONTACT JOB 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Will Hays, now in New York, is 
endeavoring to get Gov. Carl Mil- 
liken to take over the post of studio 
story contact which Col. Jason Joy 
is scheduled to vacate Aug. 1 to 
join the Fox studios’ executive per- 
sonnel, 

It had been planned to turn the 
Joy position over to Lamar Trotti, 
his assistant, but the latter is also 
going over to the Fox organization 
with his chief. 

Milliken had been buzzed about 
the job, but is said to have turned 
it down so that he could remain 
in the East with an aunt 88 years 
old, an invalid. 

Understood no one.in the Pro- 
ducers’ association here is looked 
upon as likely for the position. 











Exhib’s 6,000-Mile Hop 
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COURT AGCEPTS 
A COMPROMISE 


-_-_ --—— 


Cleveland MPTO and Dis- 
tribs Reach Agreement 
Which Court Rules as 
Decree — Overthrows 
Home Office Rule—Dis- 
tribs Would Now Rezone 
Every 6 Months 





NATIONAL REACTION 





The zoning, or protection, formula 
which ironclads local decisions 
and silences the home offices, was 
given its first Federal seal Monday 
(18) when a Cleveland court ac- 
cepted and ruled as a decree the 
terms of a compromise settlement 
between the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Cleveland in its suit 
against distributors in general. 

With zoning admitted by distrib- 
utor spokesmen to be up in the air 
in some 30 key centers, the prece- 
dent set by Cleveland is expected to 
give the national protection issue 
its most forceful impetus. 


Immediately upon word of the 
compromise reaching New York, 
distributor representatives and law- 
yers were called into conference to 
settle as quickly as possible a book- 
ing matter which has been attacked 
by exhibitors from all sides. 


Primary need to put together an 
essential zoning machine into coun- 
try-wide effect is conceded by pic- 
ture men. This will include a com- 
mittee in each zone composed of 
representative picture groups. In 
the Cleveland case it is conceded 
that the findings of that committee 
will be final, except for direct ap- 
peal to the court since, according 
to the terms of the decision, home 
offices will have no right to overrule 
committee findings. 

Zoning, it was admitted even by 
some of the distributor spokesmen, 
lost much of its effectiveness in the 


(Continued on page 31) 


WARNERS' 1 WK. 
MORATORIUM 
AUGUST 2 


Instead of issuing another cut, 
Warner Bros. has decided a salary 
moratorium for the week of Aug. 2. 
Bulletin to that effect was posted 
last week. 

Means that the company’s close to 
20,000 employees will go on working 
as usual that week but without a 











For Lone House Product 





Los Angeles, July 18. 


Unable to book first runs for the | 
he | 


Spreckles, San Diego, »ecause 
failed to retain the unexpired two 
years of a Columbia Pictures fran- 
chise when he took the house over 
recently, Lou Metzger, indie, had 
to travel 6,000 miles—to New York 
and back—to obtain product for 
next season, 

F-WC has all other major prod- 
uct sewed up and negotiated to add 
Columbia. Metzger made the long 
hop and came Yack with a Colum- 
bia contract. 

Believed to be the first case on 





record where an indie exhib, with 
a single spot, was forced to make 
such a trip for film. 





Sonia Karlov Resumes 
July 

Sonia Karlov, actress, under con- 
tract here five years ago in silents, 
has returned under a termer to 
Charles Rogers. 


Hollywood, 18. 


| pay envelope for the week’s serv- 


i|ices. Order effects everybody. 





NG VERDICT 





Brown Decides to 


Leave RKO 


As Board Ratifies Skouras Deal: 


Plunkett Present at 





Enlightened 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Picture business is just one 
big puzzle to William Daly, 
N. Y. stage actor. 

Under contract at Universal 
for three months, he was used 
for a small part in one picture. 
Day after contract expired, U 
hired him back to work in 
‘Okay, America.’ 


PAR-WB BURN 
OVER PRODUCT 
FRANCHISES 


Warners and Paramount-Publix, 
preparing film deals with each other 
to cover the 1932-’33 season, have 
suddenly called everything off. As 
yet nothing official has come forth 
on the situation from either side. 
Break supposedly came over fran- 














chise matters. > 
Par’s attitude seems to be that 

the present franchises, virtually 

covering every Publix group of 


houses, no longer apply in view of 
changed conditions. That they are 
being killed out with a view to the 
writing of a new deal is possible, 
but there is no assurance that this 
will be done, nor is anything forth- 
coming concerning Paramount prod- 
uct in Warner houses, which last 
year went to WB on a heavy com- 
mitment. Reported that the War- 
ner contention is that Par hasn’t 
lived up to the franchise agree- 
ments. 

Majority of the WB-FN fran- 
chises, some taken over with strings 
of theatre when Publix acquired 
them, are for 10 years. 

It was the wide coverage of War- 
ner film in Publix theatres last year, 
and the heavy commitment of Par 
product in WB houses, that last 
year brought to an end the split 
between the two organizations, for 
a time highlighted by a Warner raid 
on Par. film stars. 


Tinker Checking F-WC 


San Francisco, July 18. 

Edward R. Tinker, former Fox 
president, now here on a short visit, 
will return to Los Angeles tomor- 
row (Wednesday), where he will 
meet Carl Panthen, vice-president 
of Chase Securities. 

Both will remain there for 10 days 
checking over the Fox-West Coast 
theatres situation, 








Toughest Booking Problem 








Chicago, July 18. 

Empress, former burlesque house, 
|dark since Columbia _ shows 
| scrammed, is reopening as a straight 
| picture site. Operators will be Van 
| Nokomis, George Christos and Wil- 
| liam Vasoupolos. House will have 
|double features on a 
| week. 

| This makes the sixth double fea- 
|ture theatre operating within two 


four-split | 


|most difficult booking problem in 
the country, certainly in this town 
anyway. Stratford is a Warner}! 
| outpost and the rest are either in- 
die or attached to small neighbor- 
hood booking pools, 

The six houses use 44 feature films 


| blocks of the corner of Halstead | 


,;and 63rd streets on the south side. 


| Others are the Southtown, Engle- | 
| wood, Linden, National and Strat- | 


6 Chicago Dual Film Houses, All Around 
One Corner, Use 44 Features Weekly 


ford. Southtown, brand new 3,000- 
seater belonging to Balaban and 


Katz, has seven days’ protection on 
' 


the others. 


Concentrated area is possibly the | 


between them weekly, and all prac- | 


tically on one corner. Business has 


been off in all of them, 


KAO Meeting 


In conjunction with RKO's board 
meeting last week, but earlier that 
day, a heated session is said to 
have developed between former 
president, Hiram Brown, and H. B, 
Franklin, president of KAO and now 
head theatre operator for the firm, 
over the deal entered into recently 
with Skouras Brothers on a pooling 
arrangement of theatres. The board 
later approved all negotiations and 
it is understood that Brown has 
decided to withdraw from RixO, as 
optional with him, as of Aug. 1. 

Brown is reported to have pre- 
sented a lengthy mcmo purporting 
to show the Skourgs deal would be 
disadvantageous to RKO, in answer 
to which Franklin claimed that 
Brown's report had been written for 
him by some one else, according te 
the story. At the subsequent board 
meeting it is reported that only. 
Franklin's definition of the Skouras 
plan came up for consideration. 

Brown has been acting as advisor 
to M. H. Aylesworth, who succeeded 
him as RKO president. 

Plunkett at Meeting 

By virtue of the fact that he sat 
in and was recognized as a board 
member of KAO at the RKO-Or- 
pheum meeting Wednesday (13), 
Joseph Plunkett may continue to 
hold nominal office with the com- 
pany until otherwise determined. He 
went out officially as a_ theatre 
operator July 9 on notice from 
Franklin. Plunkett’s presence at 
last week’s meeting is explained by 
his having no official notice of his 
dismissal from the board. A spee 
cial meeting of the board may fol- 
low regarding Plunkett’s status. 

Latter course is likely come about 
as no further board meetings are 
planned by the company for a 
month or longer. 

Actual board meetings were brief 
with all pending deals by the thea- 
tre end of RKO ratified. Question 
of finances was approached, and it 
is authoritatively said that advices 
were given that RCA, General Elec- 

(Continued on page 31) 


WB FLIRTING 
WITH N.Y. ROXY 


Operation of the Roxy, New York, 
by Warner Bros. is among possibili- 
ties for the house. Further than 
that it’s just a possibility so far as 
the Warners are concerned nothing 
can be definitely stated. Idea, how- 
ever, was given some thought prior 
to the recent closing of the theatre, 

Warners’ lease on the Winter 
Garden is up shortly after the first 
of the year. The Roxy for Warners 
has been discussed as the deluxe 
operation among its New York the- 
atres. Any thought of going into 
the house, with Harry Charnas the 
operator, would be dependent on 
product and on what Warners has 
in mind for its own Hollywood, 
presently dark. 

The Warner theatre would then 
figure as a ‘B’ Broadway house, and 
under any plan to take over the 
Moxy, the Hollywood would likely 
go to stage shows, straight vaudee 
ville or legit. 


Lasky-Par? 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Leaving here this week for New 


+ 




















| York, Jesse Lasky has started a 
| swarm of rumors all unverified. One 
version is that he will negotiate a 
settlement of his Par _ contract, 
which still has a year, and contem- 


plates independent production with 
jhis brother-in-law, Hector Turnbull, 
The other interpretation is that 
Lasky will be retained by Parae 
}mount for future use 
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Odds on the Loudest Voice When 


Former Salesmen, 


Vice Versa, Cress Swords on Film) 





Buyers and sellers of film, natu- 
ral opponents and well schooled in 
the art of out-hollering each other, 
have broken party lines so much 
in recent years, particularly last 
year, that regardless of which side 
of the fence they’re on henceforth, 
most of them are hep to each other’s 
tricks. The lads who were selling 
a year or so ago are now buying, 
and vice versa. 

It’s almost beginning to look like 
a gag with both sides so mixed up 
on their -trategy there’s no telling 
how their combats will pan out. The 
buyers, former salesmen, are wise 
to.the slick stunts of the distribu- 
tion bunch and the salesmen, former 
buyers, know all the alibis, too. 

No longer are there many state 
secrets on either side. Last year 
when the selling season arrived, the 
annual shouting match topped any- 
thing in previous years, but that 
was nothing compared to what the 
boys on each side of the film mer- 





sor board 
economy reasons, 
and the city finance committee are 
faced with the dilemma of having 
either to make .a.further ‘reduction 
or putting back one on the job. 


Now Buyers, and 





Metro Recalls Juve for 
Retakes, Jams Sennett 


Hollywood, July 18. 

After having rehearsed almost a 
week in ‘Hypnotized’ for Mack Sen- 
nett, Wallace Ford, who had been 
borrowed from Metro, was re- 
called by that company for retakes 
on ‘Prosperity.’ 

Sennett had to postpone rehear- 
sals today (Monday) to look for a 
new juvenile lead. 


TIE DECISIONS IN CHI 
CENSORSHIP, NEW MIXUP 


Chicago, July 18. 
After cutting down the film cen- 
to four members for 
Mayor Cermak 








chandising boundary are priming | To) many tie decisions on product 


for this summer. 


reviewed the past two weeks is the 


For instance, there’s Phil Reis-/ cause of the quandary. 


man, U’s former distrib chief, who 


String of two-to-two votes has 


has become RKO’s ‘film buyer. Ed-| relegated a flock of ready releases 
die Alperson, late Warner distribu-/t o the exchange shelves until the 


tion head, is now the Skouras boss | situation can in some» way 


on buying-booking, 


be 


Ted Schlanger | solved. Distributors affected prefer 


has swung from an assistant sales| retaining their product until the 
manager post in U to film buying| situation is adjusted either way, in 


for WB. Max Wolf, former divi- 


the hope that the realignment will 


sion buyer for Publix, has gone to|be favorable to them and thereby 


sales in Warners. 
Buyers’ Majority 
These are just a few of the recent 


obviate 
their film go out on a pink ticket. 


the necessity of letting 


Development of this locked stand 


switches and add to a generally|had been anticipated in exchange 
‘broken up sityation among film buy-|and theatre quarters following the 
ers and sellers, with the buying end |letout of Effie (‘Pinkie’) Sigler as 


seeming to have a slight edge ma- 


tribution men in their ranks. 


head of the board several weeks 
jority through numbering more dis-+ ago. 


Two members of thé surviv- 


ing quartet had always been re- 


Since money ‘tightened scores of| garded as of liberal tendency, and, 


film salesmen have turned exhibi- 
tor. 


with the extreme conservative in- 
Making their weary rounds, | fluence of ‘Pinkie’ out of the way, 


staging young wars with exhibitors, | it was expected that this duo would 
they are now sitting back with the!come into their own and function 


proverbial chip on the shoulder 
waiting for the 
who comes in and dares give them 
the build-up routine. 

Meanwhile,’ some of the buyers 
are burning midnight oil preparing 
to meet any new line of sales talk 
the sellers can figure out. 


U-BOAT C0-0P 
GETS NAVY NIX 


_—_——_—— 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Navy department having turned 
Sam Goldwyn down on a request 
for the use of submaries in Ronald 
Colman’s ‘U-Boat,’ the material will 
be processed in. Although ‘Cynara’ 
is being filmed first, ‘U-Boat’ will 
get a first release due to an agree- 
ment with the Shuberts. that 
‘Cynara’ won’t hit theatres until 
February. 

Navy permission has also been 
withheld from Universal for it’s 
u-boat story. Report in both eases 
is that the story treatment does not 
permit strict compliance with naval 
standards and regulations as stories 
glorify the enemy during the war. 


ps SD 


SOUND MEN CAUTIOUS 
OVER ANY STUDIO JAMS 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Threat of union trouble at Radio 
following the pay cut of sound men 
is still in abeyance with another 
conference between the union com- 
mittee and the studio due tomorrow 
(19). 

With union help figuring in the 
General Loew cut, and the same 
course expected at Fox, sound men 
are now seeking a compromise on 
the Radio controversy. 

Claiming that independent pro- 
ducers working at the Ralph Like 
studios are not paying the new 
basic wage scale, Sound Men’s 
Local 605 was due to pull the crews 








as they were independently in- 


portfolio earrier | clined. 


Time the board’s budget was cut. 
Miss Frankie James; a compara- 
tively recent appointee and former- 
ly vaude single, was also dropped, 
Mayor Cermak is said to favor add- 
ing a fifth member, with opinion 
indicating Miss James is slated for 
reinstatement. 





Jack Markle Joins RKO 

New Haven, July 18. 
Jack Markle, auditor for Arthur 
Theatres Corp. and originally with 
Fox prior to Arthur’s acquisition of 
Fox-New England theatres, goes to 
RKO as traveling auditor under 
Herschel Stuart. 





Speakiny of Top Money 





When they’re reminiscing 
about ‘the good old days’ and 
mentioning the top money that 
was around, don’t let any- 
one dominate the discussion. 
without mentioning John Mc- 
Cormack. The Irish tenor is 
still head man on the salary 
angle, having knocked off 
eight weeks at the rate. of 
$62,500 per week. 

That totals $500,000 for one 
picture’ Song O” My Heart’ 
(Fox), which, in toto, cost in 
the neighborhood of $1,100,000 
to place on the screen. 

If the matter of authors 
and high money for stories 
also comes up, the last word 
will rest with him who men- 
tions Thomas Dixon, Dixon 
collected $1,250,000 for one 
yarn, ‘The Birth of A Nation,’ 
which the producers of that 
film, had they known, could 
have bought for $25,000. The 
difference lays in the writer 
having agreed to 25% of the 
profits rather than a. flat sum 
for the adaptation of his 
‘Clansman’ and ‘The Leop- 
ard’s Spots.’ That was back in 
14 or '15. 

















UA BUYING UP 
OUTSIDE FILMS 


ee 


Minimum production and bolstered 
Outside purchasing activities is the 
trend’ at United Artists.. Company 
has decided to buy all available in- 
die product that fits into its plans 
and has opened negotiations in half 
a dozen new channels for such film. 
Purchase of ‘White Zombie,’ from 
Halperin Brothers, last week is ad- 
mitted by U. A. as being a step in 
theenew direction. Firm also bought 
‘Good Night, Vienna’ from British 
and Dominion several weeks ago 
and is now negotiating for the U. S. 
rights to ‘Diamond Cut Diamond,’ 
made. by Eric Hakim as a Metro 
British quota film. ‘Diamond’ was 
directed by Fred Niblo and. stars 
Adolphe Menjou. 

U. A., by previous purchase, has 
‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa) and ‘Sona- 
dores. de la Gloria,’ Spanish film, 
which may be added to the domestic 
output early in the fall. 


Fineman’s Indie Series 
For New Exchanges 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Al. Fineman left for New York 
(13) to make plans for a series of 
six to eight features for a new 
group of indie exchanges. Figures 
on using-four male and four femme 
names in the series at a top cost 
of $25,000 each. 

Fineman has been here for the 











past four weeks. 








suecesses. 





from two productions at 1 p. m. 
(Coast time) today (Monday). 





poll. 





ROBERT Z. LEONARD 


Director of “Strange Interlude” and other Metro Goldwyn Mayer 
The only director in motion pictures selected among the six 
best box office directors for both 1930 and 1931 in “Variety’s” national 
The dean of M:. G. M. direetors, now completing his tenth year 
under contract to that organization. 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Contract Renewals 
New contracts were given to Ma- 
rion Gering, director at Paramount; 
Sidney Franklin, Metro; Gloria Stu- 
art, Universal player, and Maurice 
Murphy, Metro. 





Mother Joins Kahn 
Mrs. John Kahn, mother of Ivan 
Kahn, joined latter’s agency to 
head new story department. 





Rozell for Mix 
Deal on for Al Rozell’s return to 
Universal to direct balance of Tom 
Mix series. Walked out on ‘Kid 
From Spain’ at UA after two 
months’ prepping. 





Loeb Recovering 
Edwin Loeb recovering at Good 
Samaritan from sinus operation, 





Murray at Radio 
Ken Murray: will return to Holly- 
wood for one at Radio, 





Raising Lemons 

William C. DeMille, William Sis- 
trom, Beulah Livingston, Bertram 
Milhauser, Harold O. Wright and 
Hozel McConnell Wright, named 
defendants in suit filed by Arizona 
Syndicate, citrous raising promo- 
tion, to recover $15,000 on note and 
interest. 


Lights at Educational 
Educational studios reopened with 
production on an Andy Clyde com- 
edy, after being dark since April. 


America. First 
Local cameramen’s union has 
taken a stand not to allow mem- 
bership to any foreign import who 
might take a job from an unem- 
ployed American. 








; Bear Baiting 
Charles Rogers will do ‘The Bil- 
lion Dollar Scandal,’ based on the 
recent Senate investigation of Wall 
Street. ' 





Sensitive Academy 
Due to kidding of' the awards’ 
banquet of the. Academy last year, 
organization has decided to. keep 
this year’s banquet confined to 
members only. 


Morton’s Comeback 
Charles Morton is resuming his 
screen career, in ‘Blonde Venus’ at 
Paramount. 


Meehan & Son 
John Meehan, Jr., has joined the 
Metro writing staff. Father al- 
ready there, 








Wynyard’s Start 
Diana Wynyard, here from Lon- 
don, in ‘Rasputin’ as first under 
new Metro contract. 


W. W.’s Contract 
Ben Verschliser will sit in as con- 
tact man for World-Wide during 
Joe Brandt’s absence in the east. 


Harris, A.. P, 
Robert Harris, recently at Para- 
mount, is at Fox as an associate 
producer. 








Goldwyn’s Promise 
Sam Goldwyn is giving each of 
70 girls selected for chorus in ‘Kid 
From Spain’ individual attention, 
Ne ggpamaas contracts for those who 
Click. 





Phil Goldstone will produce Wil- 
son Collison’s ‘Crusade.’ 


Untitled Musical 
Paul Trebitsch has taken lease 
on the Music Box for an untitled 
musical, opening Aug. 8. 








Huston for Beery 
Metro will put Walter Huston in 
‘Harbor Master’ with Clark Gable, 
instead of Wallace Beery as orig- 
inally planned. 





New ‘President’ 

George Marion, Jr., and Percy 
Heath assigned to write new treat- 
ment for ‘Phantom President.’ 
George Cohan, starrer. 


Metro Wants Hawks 
Metro is angling with Howard 
Hughes for the release of Howard 
Hawks, director. 
Karloff ia ‘Hunchback’ 
Universal will remake ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame’ with 
Boris Karloff in the part created by 
Lon Chaney. 





Radio’s Layouts 
Radio will establish department 
at studio to originate ad layouts 
and paper. Eddie Eccles being 
brought from New York for job. 


Gribble Squarer 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble loaned by 
Paramount to Radio after writer- 








director brought his attorney, Max 
Chopnick, from New York to settle 





tiff over being removed as co-die 
rector on ‘Madame Racketeer.’ 





Compton Out 
Paramount passed its option on 
Julliette Compton, who asked for 
release to free lance. ; 





Processed ‘Garden’ 
Charles Rogers will not send any 
of the ‘Madison Square Garden’ 
company to New York for scenes, 
Shots of the Garden will be pro« 
cessed in here. 





Rantz Producing 

Louis Rantz succeeds 
Ziedman in supervision of 
the Killer’ for World-W 


Bennié 
‘Claws of 
de, 


McCarty With Col. 
John McCarty will stage come« 
back as director for Columbia: on 
the next Buck Jones western, 








Morgan Coaching 
Dickson Morgan engaged by Sam 
Goldwyn to coach players for testy 
New departure in production circles, 


‘ALIVE’ INSPIRES 
ANIMAL INFLUX 


Animal pictures now threaten to 
flood the film market. Straight 
hunting expeditions, as well as 
stories having an animalistic back- 
ground, make up what can easily 
develop into another cycle. ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ is responsible. 

On top of a few such . pictunes 
scheduled prior to the release of 
‘Alive,’ industry scouts are looking 
over almost everything ever taker 
from Africa to the Arctic. 

Radio, besides having ‘Alive,’ is 
interested in around 60,000 feet of 
film of the Perfilliens expedition te 
South America. That company 
also has Meriam Cooper’s ‘Kong? 
based ‘in part on ‘The Lost World’ 
rights of which were acquired from 
First National. This deals with 
prehistoric. animals as a _ backe 
ground for a story. 

Paramount is looking into the 
possibilities of footage brought bac™ 
from Peru by the Boswell expedie 
tion... While only 30,000 feet of filme 
was taken, plans are under way, i® 
which Par may take part, for fie 
nancing an expedition to obtaig 
more celluloid data on the heade 
hunters. 

Paramount this year will deliver 
‘Lives of A Bengal Lancer,’ a Frank 
Schoedsack production much of 
which was taken in India. Tha 
company also has ‘Isle of Lost 
Souls,’ dealing with conversion of 
animals into humans. 

Fox is ready to release ‘Cone 
gorilla,’ based on the Martin Johne 
sons latest jaunt. Other pictures 
with the animal touch are ‘Igloo’ 
(U), ‘Eskimo’ (Metro), and Colume 
bia’s ‘Blcond Captive’ now on ree 
lease. 


Portable Film Troupe 
Tours Theatreless Towns 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Chain of one night film stands is 
being organized in Ohio by Casey 
MacDougall, William Etzel and 
Harland Fend, now touring the 
sticks with a portable sound ma- 
chine. 

Opening in Peninsula, O., troupe 
is putting on three hour perform- 
ances, with Etzel doing a one-man 
magic show. Tour will hit only 
theatreless towns including Hud- 
son, Valley City, La Grange, Aurora 
and Twinsburg. Using rented halls 
and old church auditoriums, trio is 
charging 35 and 15 cents. 

MacDougall, former stage electri- 
cian, and Etzel are financing. Fend 
is exploitation manager. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Islin Auster 
William Morris, Jr. 
William Perlberg. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Franklin Underwood. 
Bette Davis. 
Warren William. 
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HOW BAD IS A BAD FILM? 





. 


‘Exclusive Run’ Plan Marking Time 
in Order to Protect Indie Exhibs 





Exhibition of major picture prod- 
uct to the exclusion of subsequents, 
commonly known as the exclusive 
run plan, will not much more than 


scrape the surface during’ the 
1932-33 distribution year, from in- 
dications, 


None of the big producer-distribu- 
tors are considering the revolution- 
ary sales policy on a national scale. 
All major companies took the idea 
under advisement recently, with 
pressure from first run accounts in 
favor of it making it appear at one 
time that majority would adopt the 
system. Since then, however, dis- 
tributors have reconsidered. 

Paramount, virtually set a while 
back to give exclusive runs a trial, 
will, along with other majors, leave 
it to Metro and United Artists to 
go ahead, if both those companies 
do so. There is no definite promise 
that even these distribs will give 
exclusive runs important represen- 
tation this season. Plan by both 
will probably be applied only to 
certain situations, with each distrib 
going slow in forcing it to a test. 


Pros and Cons 


It is beginning to appear doubt- 
ful that exclusive run exhibition of 
pictures will ever be applied to the 
entire country on any company’s 
total lineup. While most of the 
distribs are holding off now on try- 
ing it, due to the poor times, dis- 
tribution opinion also is that exclu- 
sive runs do not seem practical ex- 
cept in certain spots. 

Where a distrib is virtually shut 
out of a town on first run repre- 
sentation, the plan shapes as ideal. 
Metro may further test it in such 
situations. 

Against numerus complaints from 
subsequent run exhibs, there have 
been as many offers to distribs to buy 
exclusive run playing time. Warner 
Bros. were offered one deal by an 
indie chain which would have vir- 
tually meant control of an entire 
state by the exhib but under terms 
offered would have brought greater 
revenue from that state for WB 
than under the present system. The 
deal, along with others, however, 
was turned down. 

While every distrib is anxious to 
increase revenue and aid first run 
accounts, most of them are hesitant 
about alienating the small exhib at 


* this time. 


The Metro sales organization has 
nothing to say one way or another 
on exclusive runs, nor have any or- 
ders gone out, but for the record 
the company is opposed to anything 
just now that will hurt the subse- 
quent run theatre. 

Under the Al Lichtman plan for 
UA, Lichtman is hopeful of helping 
the small exhib under his A and B 
system by giving the subsequent 
runs the B pictures which automa- 
tically turn them into a first run. 


BIZ MORATORIUMS 
RUINOUS TO XCHANGES 


Business moratoriums declared in 
many midwest towns are making it 
tough for the picture exchanges. 
Sudden cessation of all commercial 
activities, joined by the temporary 
shutdown of all banks in the com- 
munity, has resuited in the collec- 
tion of a pile ci bouncing checks by 
the film men and wholesale cancel- 
lation of playdates: 

These business holidays, now 
common in Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska 
and adjoining states, are usually 
given quick call when a bank run 
looks imminent or has already 
started. Figured that by closing 
everything down the hysteria will 
be brought under control, with 
concerned iikely to calm down after 
they 
over. Holiday 
to three weeks. 

Meantime the theatres in the lo- 
calities are closed and the 
changes can’t get their money on 
product already exhibited until the | 
banks reopen, 





idea runs from one 


have had a chance to think it) Action of the board k 


4 
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Rialto’s Tiff. Film 


In an effort to avert closing of the 
Rialto, New York, due to shortage 





of film, Publix has booked ‘Man 
Called Back’ (Tiff) to open there 
July 28. 


Through an unusual booking, the 
same picture will go into the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, July 29, It’s the 
first time the Brooklyn house has 
day and dated with either the Rialto 
or Rivoli. 


Another Tiff, ‘Last Mile,” may 
follow ‘Man Called Back’ at the 
Rialto. 





Chains Pledge 
Twin Bill Cut 
In N. Y. Sept. 1 


Double features cannot be elimi- 
nated. They can only be curtailed. 

Biggest first and second run the- 
atres in New York City have come 
to this conclusion after several 
weeks of conference, with the de- 
cision that a curtailment policy will 
become effective in Manhattan and 
the Bronx Sept. 1. 

Slightly over 200 third, fourth and 
subsequent run theatres in general, 
while not included in the zone con- 
fabs, are expected by theatre 
spokesmen to fall in line with the 
new trend automatically. 

Curtailment in the double feature 
sense is explained as meaning that 
twinning will be minimized or elim- 
inated in zones where it is prac- 
tical. There are several New York 
territories, it is stated, that will re- 
main unchanged even after the in- 
troduction of the new policy. These 
cases are isolated instances, it is 
declared, where theatre owners of 
all classes feel that their patronage 
would be materially lessened were 
they to cut the policy of quantity. 

Slightly over 300 houses in the 
New York territory, or about 80% 
of the total lighted area, are re- 
ported by theatre organization men 
now to be doubling. 

About 175 theatres were repre- 
sented in the zone conferences 
which voted for curtailment. These 
included such circuits as Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum, Loew, Century, 
Manhattan Playhouse Group, Lee 
Ochs, Leo Brecher and several more 
independents. 

Pointing out that the usual sum- 
mer slump will be over in Septem- 
ber, New York theatre men figure 
they are taking less of a gamble by 
attempting the switch back to 
singles and normal programs in the 
Fall. 

In many instances, it is declared, 
theatres in zones that have a twin 
bill four days a week will, from Sep- 
tember on, double only two days 
weekly. 


Pa. Passes ‘Scarface’ 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 
After turning thumbs down, ap- 














| parently 
| for months, 


all; 


irrevocably, on ‘Scarface’ 
Pennsylvania 
have finally put their okay on the 
Hughes gangster film. It 


2aves Illinois 


| the only state now barring the pic- 


ex- | 


ture. 

Figuring it couldn't get by, the 
Penn (Loew) hasn't ‘Scarface’ 
scheduled for summer showing at 
all, but switch in bookings will 
probably be made to spot it. 


censors | 


will be | 
released in this state immediately. | 


|} stock tryouts for new material. 


QUITTNER MUST 
DEFINE IN oUlT 


— 


Exhib Files 200 Page Bill of 
Particulars in Action 
Against MPPDA and Par 
—Trial Set for Oct.—Also 
Bears on Block Booking 
and Circuit Opposish 
Building While Taking 
Away Product 


- ee 


ASKS RECORD DAMAGES 





Question of defining a bad pic- 
ture, one which may not have mer- 
ited the rental demanded on block 
buys before the picture was made 
and before its value to the theatre 
could be determined, has been cata- 
pulted to the fore as an outstand- 
ing issue in the anti-trust suit of 
Edward Quittner, exhibitor, against 
the Hays organization (MPPDA), 
Paramount Publix, et al. 

It is the first time the names of 
pictures may go on the court record 
as either bad or good with reasons 
therefor. 

In an order for an amended bill 
of particulars, Quittner is placed in 
the position of having to name bad 
pictures and give his reasons in 
contention of his claim that he 
had to purchase film he didn’t 
want, including some for which he 
couldn’t find enough play dates to 
cover. 

Trial of the suit is set for Oct. 11 
in the U. S. District Court, New 
York. 

Outcome is regarded within in- 
dustry circles and by competent 
counsel as of intense importance 
in view of the block booking angles 
involved. Should judgment be en- 
tered for the defendant (Quittner) 
the victory will virtually be against 
the practice of block buying. 

Of as much interest will be the 


of the anti-trust laws for a pro- 
ducer-distributor circuit to build in 
opposition to an exhibitor, at the 
same time taking away from that 
exhibitor its own film product, 
Asks $5,130,000 Damages 

The Quittner suit involves greater 
damages than any other action ever 
brought against the Hays office. 
the distributors, or both, in the his- 
tory of the industry. It asks for 
triple damages, amounting to $4,- 
130,000. 

In addition to naming the Hays’ 
office, Paramount Publix and the 
Netco Theatre Corp. (holding com- 


(Continued on page 37) 


MAJORS WILL USE NEW 
WIDE RANGE RECORDING 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Fox’s acceptance of Erpi’s new 
wide range system of sound re- 
cording will be followed by all ma- 
jor studios. Claim for the departure 
is that a higher quality of sound 
production is afforded by a simple 
and low-priced attachment on pro- 
jecting apparatus. , 

While United Artists is partially 
equipped for the wide range re- 
cording, Fox is the first plant to 
decide on its acceptance 100%. 

First picture to be recorded on 
the new system is UA’s ‘Rain.’ 


LEWIS’ SWING AROUND 


Al Lewis, for Fox, will swing 
around the many summer stocks in 
New York and New England with 
an eye to the script possibilities for 
| Fox filmization. 
| Joe Pincus, the Fox talent scout, 
lis also summer stock-inspecting, 

but with an eye to new faces for 
films. 
| Film 
| other 











story 


picture reps o0.0.’ing these 


question of whether it is in violation-~ 


| When the United Artists closes | 
| Thursday (21) Charles Leonard, 
house p. a., will start for New York, 
where he will vacation and try to} 


dearth also has the’! 








Week's Gains Mostly Cancelled 
In Day's Dull Trading as Traders 
Suspect Bulge Used for Retreat 





Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 
_ ee. Low. Last.chge. 
3,200 East. veh 36% 37 —1 
00 Fox A. a 1 
500 Loew ...«6 ; 15% 15% 
100 Do pf... 46 46 
1,700 Par-P .... 1% 1% 
2, RCA seecee 4% 3% 
RKO ...6 2% 2% 
100 Shub ...c« % M% Ps 
900 W. B..... % - 
CURB 
No Sales 
BONDS 


000 Gen. Thr... 1% 
0,000 Keith 
000 
000. 
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14% + 


«os 15% 15% 15% — 


FOX F ILM DEAL 
INTO 33 RKO 
THEATRES 


RKO will be well off for picture 
product in the metropolitan New 
York district for the first time as 
a result of its five-year product 
deal with Fox Films. The deal was 
closed Saturday (16), by Phil Reis- 
man for RKO and Jimmy Grainger 
for Fox, after several operating 
angles necessary for completion 
had been closed. 

The Fox product goes to RKO 
for the next five years for 33 of 
RKO’s own theatres in New York, 
Brooklyn and Westchester, and 
around nine others. The RKO- 
Skouras theatre operating deal, af- 
fecting five Skouras houses in New 
York; was the largest factor in 
bringing about the Fox product buy. 

First run on Broadway of the 
choice Fox ‘pictures goes to the 
Roxy, New York. RKO takes them 
next, in addition to un-Rokyied 
product on first run, and shares only 
with the eight Frisch & Rinzler 
theatres in Brooklyn. Latter are 
original holders of the Fox fran- 
chise in that borough. 

Empire theatre in the Bronx, Fox 
franchise holder there, goes from 
Sidney Cohen to RKO on a lease, 
which gives the latter the Bronx 
exclusively. 

The 48 Fox pictures at RKO’s 
disposal under the deal next season 
gives the theatre circuit a total of 
176 probable films from which to 
choose, placing RKO in the best po- 
sition it has ever occupied in New 
York as far as films are concerned. 
The other New York product avail- 
able to RKO comprises 50 pictures 
from Radio, 26 from Columbia, 26 
from Universal, and one half, or 26 
films, of Paramount’s New York 
distribution. 

The Fox-RKO picture buy should 
increase the Fox rental gross in 
New York by approximately $1,000,- 
000 a year. 

















Loew Buys WB For 
Balto on 100% Basis 


Warner Bros. has closed a product 
deal with Loew’s to cover the Stan- 
ley and Century theatres, Baltimore. 
It is the second major situation in 
the Loew chain sold by Warners 
and covers WB-FN product 100%. 





WITH PLAY IN HAND 


San Francisco, July 18. 





place a play, 
He co-authored the piece 
Steele, 


with Joe 


By AL GREASON 
Monday session, and a dull one at 
that, brought on a_ setback that 
cancelled a large part of last week's 
gains in leading stocks. Volume 
was small around 600,000 shares 
and final prices generally were 


around the low of the day. 

Apparently floor traders thought 
they had noted important sell-< 
ing going on Friday and Satur- 
day under cover of a few strong 
spots. Adjournment of Congress, 
instead of inspiring a celebration in 
Wall Street was seized upon as a 
good moment to get from under. 

Net losses on the day ran from 
fractions to more than 2 points as 
a general thing, with the rails con- 
spicuously easy. Amusements were 
extremely dull and without any 
trend. Loew was slightly lower at 
15% on meagre dealings and the 
other low priced issues remained 
unchanged. Kodak lost about a 
point closing at 37, while Dupont 
was under heavy pressure, reacting 
to a double bottom for all time at 
22% under heavy dealings. Heavy 
sales in American T & T were 
fairly well absorbed just above 72. 

Amusement bonds did rather well 
and Loew preferred jumped 6 
points at 46 on one t¥ade. 

Bond Speculation 

Fact that bonds maintained a 
steady tone at improved levels in 
the face of a hesitant stock market, 
gave the street encouragement last 
week. Evidence of returning con- 
fidence in that direction—evidence 
being in the form of withdrawal of 
offerings—was helped by the ad- 
journment of Congress, which ad- 
journment was sufficiently assured 
before the Saturday close to have an 
effect. 

Even the hard pressed picture 
company bonds showed improve- 
ment in a minor way, but whether 
the betterment here is as substan- 
tial as in the general industrial bond 
list probably is debatable. The lead- 
ing obligations began theirslow re- 
covery several weeks ago and have 
crept up steadily. under cautious 
purchases, some of the buying prob- 


(Continued on page 34) 


FINAL P-P PUBLICITY 
STAFFS SET BY MAYER 


Official setup on advertising and 
publicity for Paramount-Publix has 
been made final by Arthur Mayer, 
who heads the combined activities 
of the company. Mayer’s chief 
lieutenants will be Jack Tess on 
advertising and Charles FE. McCar- 
thy on publicity, with each in turn 
having jurisdiction over their re- 
spective staffs. 

Earl Wingart is in charge of P-P 
publicity under McCarthy, while 
those under Hess on advertising 
include Bill Danziger on combined 
manuals-press books and Al Selig, 
trade and fan mag advertising. 

James Clark, in charge of Par 
ad sales, and Bob Faber, editing 
‘Publix Opinion’ will be directly 
under Mayer. 

Mayer announces this setup as 
final, with moving this week of 
every department under one roof on 
the 14th floor of the Paramount 
building. 

There will be no change in the 





situation as regards home office 
contact men, who will continue 
under orders to Mayer. There has 


been one switch, Charles Winchell 
changing places in the field with 
Don Chambers, as contact for the 
F. & R. division, Chambers coming 
in from Minneapolis. 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Tom Baily, chief assistant to 





| Harold Hurley 


‘All Angels Don’t Fly.’ | 


Arch Reeve on Paramount publicity, 
has been appointed assistant to 
‘, supervisor of scenae- 


| rio writers. 


Paul Snell becomes chief assist- 
ant, William Pine and Charles West 
also join Reeve, with Jay Chapman 


added to the department. 
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Parade’ Plus Will 
$16,000; Crpheum, 














PICTURE 








a 


Mahoney Only 
L. A. Skids 50%, 


With ‘New Morals’ Tnterlude Strong 








J 


Los Angeles, July 18. | Tove Is Racket’ Gives 


Opening of ‘Strange Interlude’ 
was the big moment at end of the 
week with $5.50 top bringing close 
to $7,800 in on the premiere. But 
that did not offset local conditions 


as the Culver City dog track now 
seems to get all of the loose change 





nightly. 
Playing to an average of from 
18,000 to 20,000 persons a_ night, 


with free list 85% of the attend- 
ance, the theatres are only praying 
for the arrival of the end of the 
meet, which puts the track inactive 
at the end of next week until the 
conclusion of the Olympic games. 

With departure of ‘What Price 
Hollywood’ from the Orpheum, lat- 
ter house skids this week to half 
ef previous stanza intake. State | 
with ‘Wet Parade,’ first time at pop 
prices here, and Will Mahoney 
added to strengthen the stage show, 
will only reach $16,000, far from en- 
thusiastic. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65), 
Strange Interlude’ (M-G) and 
stage show (ist week). Startling 


advance campaign, with heavy ex- 
penditure got this Shearer-Gable | 
off to flying start with take for first 
three days hitting $15,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
“Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Not attractive at all for the 
folks who get their Warner fare 
in this house but okay with around 
$7,000. ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) with 
Hill Billies held second week to 
balance draw power, took $7,900. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,755; 25-75), 
"The Purchase Price’ (WB). Poor 
pace may eventuate in around 
$8,800. ‘Winner Take All’ (WB), 
the Cagney name still does trick 
here, so excellent with $12,150. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘New 
Morals for Old’ (M-G) and vaude- 
ville. With no particular stage sup- 
port, is going to have hard time 
clicking to an even $6,000. Last 
week ‘What Price Hollywood’ (Ra- 
dio) drew best business house has 
done in seven months, getting close 
to $16,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90), 
“Week Ends Only’ (Fox) and stage 
show. No b. o. magnet even though 
title is enticing, but $8,000 is fair 
enough. Last week ‘Room 13’ (Fox) 
with Gilda Gray unit to bolster this 
first run was a struggle to bring in 
$7,700. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,395: 35- 
$1.10), ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) 
and stage show. Hokey opus got a 
lot of laughs but will hardly hit 
over $12,800. Last week ‘Man From 
Yesterday’ (Par) just jogged along 
with little sign of attracting atten- 
tion to a $13,000 exit. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-75), 
"The Wet Parade’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Heavy exploitation and first 
time at pop prices, besides Will 
Mahoney counted on as stellar draw 
for stece section, but only $16,000, 
not so good. Last week ‘Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox) was just 
too bad, $13,100. 


‘LADY-GENT’ BEST WITH 
DENVERITES, $10,000, 


Denver, July 18. 
Everything generally better this 
week. 








Same old story—it’s a matter of 
the attractions. 

Bancroft and Wynne Gibson are 
especially liked in ‘Lady and Gent,’ 
at the Denver, which is slated for a 
nice $10,000 take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffnian) (1,500; 35-55- 
65)—‘Winner Take All’ (WB). Nice 
at $5,000. Last week ‘Attorney for 
the Defense’ (Col) a good $5,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
— ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and stage 
show. Bancroft’s best, they say 
here; $10,000, oke. Last week ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G) finished a 
good $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40-55) 
—Is My Face Red? (RKO) and 
vaude. Upped to $12,000. Last week 
“Vanity Fair’ (Allied) fair at just 
under $10,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
$5)—‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). 
Also upped a little this week: $5,000. 





Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) mild 
$4,100. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
65)— ‘Street of Women’ (WR). 
Slipped to $2,500. Last week 


*Doomed Battalion’ (U) good, $3,250. 


RUGGLES, HORTON IN ‘FINDER’ 


Hollywood, July 18. 
‘Charles Ruggles and Edward E. 
Horton go into Ernst Lubitsch’s 
*The Honest Finder’ at Par. 
Ruggles will do a part in ‘Night 
of June 13’ at the same studio be- 
fore hopping into ‘Finder.’ 





Pinkerton’ (WB). 
Joan 


Law.’ 


Cincy Albee Best Gross 


Cincinnati, July 18. 

Current downtown houses evi- 
dence a slight improvement over 
last week’s biz. 

The longest hot spell of the sea- 
son is giving the refrigerated houses 
a break. The Albee’s $21,000 for 
‘Love Is a Racket’ is the theatre’s 
best in months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) and F-M 
‘On the Riviera’ unit. Tank act 
stage feature, following Olympic 
swimming trials in Coney Island 
pool here last week, and Conchita 
Montenegro personal, helping young 
Fairbanks film for splash of $21,000, 
best in two months. Last week 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) $19,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Bancroft 
the magnet for $9,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) 
$11,500, okay. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Miss 
Mystery fans and 
Blondell admirers clicking 
turnstiles to tune of $7,500, good. 
Last week ‘Rebecca’ (Fox) closed 
fortnight run with $6,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox). Menjou 
followers mean much in momentum 
of $7,700 flow; good. Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) echoed to 


(RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Scarface’ (UA) in second run for 
first half, followed by ‘Arm of the 
Grinding along at $4,000 gait; 
very nice. Last week ‘Torgotten 
Commandments’ (Par) and ‘Sinister 
Hands’ (Standard) fetched $3,300. 


‘MASQUERADE,’ $10,000, 
TELLS PITTS. SAD TALE 


Pititsburgh, July 18. 

Sizzling weather, circus week-end 
and baseball are combining for some 
likely record lows along the Main 
Stem this week. Another casualty 
was chalked up Saturday (16) when 
the Davis folded for the warm 
months, but it’s doubtful if this will 
make much of a ripple at the other 
sites as the Davis has been limping 
along to couple of grand or under 
for a month or so. 

Lionel Barrymore may zgei a little 
trade for ‘Washin~ton Masquerade’ 
at the Penn, which will probably 
lead town, but nossible $10,000 for a 


leader is a pretty drab outlook. No 
cast names for ‘Rebecca’ at the 
Stanley, and old remake from the 
silent success will be lucky to get 
$8,000, pretty brutal. 

Davis woung up with three days 
of ‘Love Is a Racket’ following five 
days of ‘Dark Horse,’ which had 
been moved to Smithfield street 
after fair week at the Warner. 
Wight-day total barely topped $2,000, 
which is tip-off ¢-.ugh on the de- 
cision to close. Fulton trying to 
bolster ‘Almost Married’ with Zane 
Grey’s South Sea film, but brace of 
features will hardly better $2,900, 
while ‘Doomed Battalion’ at Warner 
may stagger along to $5,000 despite 
the flock of nice notices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 15-25-35), 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). Only three 
days for this one, house folding Sat- 
urday (16) for the remainder of the 
summer. Maybe about $850 for the 
brief season, Last week ‘Dark 
Horse’ (WB), playing here after a 
week at Warner, got only five days 
to possible $1,250. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700: 10-15- 
25), ‘Almost Married’ (Fox) and 
Zane Grey’s South Seas film. Inad- 
dition to lowest scale in town, this 
site also seems to be going in for 
double features. Unlikely to help 
much this week, however, with weak 
$2,900 in prospect. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par) trifle over $3,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-30- 
406), ‘Washington Masquerade’ (M- 
G). This one’s all Barrymore and 
cast name may mean something, but 
hardly enough at $10,000 despite 
nice advance campaign. Last week 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) man- 


ditto. 


Family 














j}aged good $15,000 even in face of 
| brutal deletions by censors. 

Stanley (WEB) (3,600; 25-30-40), 
| ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(Fox). Weak entry will be lusky to 


|get $8,000, which represents plenty 
of red. Last week ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB) around $11,000, 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40), 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). A crick’s 
pix, but hardly a contender for the 
b. 0.; maybe $5,000, not so hot. Last 
week ‘Westward Passage’ (RKO) 
about $6,500, 
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$7,000 IN TACOMA 


For ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’—Others 
Just So-So 








Tacoma, July 18. 

Fair takings this week, with ‘Back 
Alive’ thrilling to best grosses. This 
town, always rated a good vaude 
burg, seems to be holding biz at the 
RKO house. on straight pictures 
fully as big as when vaude used; at 
least thus far, but pixes have been 
of the right kind, 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum. (RKO) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO). Ani- 
mal thriller makes ’em talk about 
it, and $7,000 is corking. Last week 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) very 
good, $5,300. 

Blue’ Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—‘Street of Women’ (WB). Slow 
$1,800, Last week ‘Maker of Men’ 
(Col) very bad, dipping to $1,450. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Ben 
Hur’ (M-G), two days; ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G), five days. Both 
liked, $3,000, fair. Last week ‘Make 








Me a Star’ (Par), two days, and 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G), oke 
$3,100, 





BALTO IN SUMMER LAZE' 
BUT QUITE SATISFIED 


Baltimore, July 18. 
The midsummer slack is being 
felt at all the downtown houses. No 
terrible b.o. nose dives but no sky- 
rocketing of receipts anywhere. It’s 


just mid-July, and the b.o.’s know 
it. Compared with the same week 
last year grosses are down, but the 
difference isn’t great enough to get 
excited about. Weather is hot, and 
the outdoor swimming pools are 
stiff competition to the indoor 
coolers. 

Rivoli is extending its stage show 
experiment by holding over Joe 
Hoover and band. If the music-on- 
the-hoof policy is made permanent 
in this house it will offset the drop- 
ping of music at Keith's. 

Century is in the lead this week 
with ‘Million Dollar Legs,’ Stanley 
second with ‘Washington Mas- 
querade’; ‘So Big’ at the combo 
Hipp okay. ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
day-and-dating at Valencia and 
Parkway is making good at both 
places. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
40-55), ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) 
and vaude. Oakie, plus title the big 
draw. Critics call it crazy but 
amusement. Going to a good sum- 
mertime $19,500. Last week ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) was satisfactory 
at $18,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-40-55), ‘So Big’ (WB). Ferber’s 
name, plus Brent and Stanwyck, the 
drawing cards for this one. Picture 
being played up ahead of the stage 
acts in the advertising. Going to a 
good $11,000. Last week, ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ (Radio) bettered 
predictions, going to $10,000. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers), (2,500; 
15-25-40), ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 
Bancroft not the draw he used to 
be but homely sentiment in this one 
appealing. Good family trade pic- 
ture should get satisfactory $6,500. 





Last week’s ‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) was just pretty good at 
$5,000. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40- 
50), ‘Almost Married’ (Fox). No 
names to jam ’em. However, fair 
$5,000. Last week ‘Rebecca’ (Fox) 
drew as expected; good but not 
sensational $7,000. 

Rivoli (Clyde McKay) (1,800; 25- 
40), ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Play- 
ing up the sex angle in advertising 
this one, although the femme with 
the platinum coiffure and the fig 
leaf doesn’t figure prominently in 
the reelage. A man’s picture and 
this is a man’s house, particularly 
for the mats. Joe Hoover and band 
holding over. Okay at $2,700. Last 
week ‘Congress Dances’ (UA) was 
satisfactory at about $2,500. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25- 
40-55), ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G). Barrymore, plus Karen 


Morely attracting, Dut not a stam- 
pede, Opposition and midsummer 
slack, holding gross down to a pret- 
ty good $17,500. Last week ‘Man 
From Yesterday’ (Par) was a b.o. 
disappointment, slipping to a poor 
$13,200. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). 
This one was a b.o. hit at the Stan- 
ley and stands to repeat uptown; 
a good summertime $4,200. Last 
week ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) satisfac- 
tory at $3,250. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35), ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). 
Day and dated with the Parkway, 
geting a good draw, $2,700, which 
is okay. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB) was better than expected at 
$2,300. 





MORE STATERIGHTERS 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Lickter and Henkel expect to 
start within two weeks on the first 
two of 10 state-right features which 
Wm. Steiner will release. 

Six of these will star Art Mix 
and the other four will top line 
Jackie Searl 
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State’s Smash $14,000 for Harlow Film— 
Orph’s Opportunity Revue Oke $10,000 








Despite Terrific Heat, 
Indianapolis Up a Bit 


Indianapolis, July 18. 

Downtown houses up a bit, de- 
spite terrific heat wave. Circle un- 
der new manager, Jack Roth, ex-St. 
Iouisian, is making things lively for 
the rest of the downtown houses. 
Even the Lyric with its steady 
vaude patronage is slowing up a bit. 
All shows under 4lc. 
Circle has Mills Brothers booked 
as its first stage presenation in 
months. 
Ringling circus pulled average 
crowds. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35), 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB). May do 
$3,200, due particularly to Cagney 
pull, which is strong in this town. 
Last week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) 
finished with $2,800, jue? fair. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and 
stage show. Around $4,000; com- 
edies go well at this house, Last 
week ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ (Par) 
did about $700 better than was ex- 
pected and closed around $4,200, 
good. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35), ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 
Highly exploited; around $9,000. 
Last week ‘Dark Horse’ (FN) ditto. 
Loew’s Palace (Low) (2,800; 25- 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M- 
Good for $5,000 or a little more, 


themes to hit city. Last week ‘Un- 


ashamed’ (M-G) did better than was 


expected and closed around $4,600. 

Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 25-40), 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox) and vaude. 
About $8,000, slightly up. Last week 
‘ast Companions’ (U) ditto. P, a. 


of June Brown, Indianapolis girl, in 


pictures, helped out. 


‘LADY-GENT,” $17,000; 
‘DRAGON,’ $13,000, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 18. 
Warfield and Golden Gate are 
splitting honors on the current 
stanza, ace film fare upping the 
gross at each house. Bancroft in 
‘Lady and Gent’ is the Warfield 
magnet, and the house treasurer is 
socking away a neat bankroll each 
day, with $17,000 due on the week, 


Golden Gate has Richard Dix in 
‘Roar of the Dragon,’ and second 
week theatre is operating without 
competition from its darkened RKO 
sister, the Orpheum, receipts are up 
at least 50% with a break on picture 
choice helping a lot. 

Fox, offering the unique spectacle 








of Mme. Schume. Ueink and 
Gilda Gray as assc ced attrac- 
tions, and with ‘Unashamed’ on 


screen, ought to reach a’ big $37,000. 
Thursday was set as curtains for 
United Artists, house darkening un- 
til early September, when U.A., prod- 
uct is expected to be readied. In its 
last week house devoted two days 
to ‘Struggle’ and current five to 
Zane Grey’s ‘South Seas Adven- 
tures,’ and biz picked up on latter, 
so film stays until Saturday night. 
Last week Cagney, though lower 
than his average, was best thing 
Warners had had in some time, so 
he’s in for a deuce stanza with 
‘Winner Take All.” Paramount into 
a forced second week on ‘Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm’ is curtailing 
it to five days, after which ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ unreels. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 50-70), ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Schumann- 
Heink and Gilda Gray in person 
boosting house to big $37,000. ’Way 
better than last week, when Jack 
Dempsey and Lina Basquette kay- 
oed house into a bad $29,000 with 
‘Clara Deane’ (Fox) on screen. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 40-50- 
65), ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Zooming along and 
$13,000 is neat money. Last week 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio) and 
and RKO ‘Opportunity Revue’ pulled 
very good $13,600. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 50-65), 
‘Rebecca’ (Fox) (2d week). Held to 
five days and may get poor $5,000. 
First week around $10,000, with 
matinees heavy. 
United Artists (1,200; 35-50-65), 
‘South Seas Adventures.’ Zane Grey 
yarn dragging $6,000. Closing post- 
poned to end of month with ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ final week. Two days 
of ‘Struggle’ (UA) got around $1,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65), 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and stage 
show. Bancroft a draw and $17,000 
is possible, with picture building. | 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) got 
good $16,500 last week. 





Warners (1,365: 50-65), ‘Winner 
Take All’ (WB) (2d week). Cagney 
pulls ’em in and $6,000 likely for 


final stanza. as compared to $8,500 


ao 
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Minneapolis. July 18, 

Prosperity continues to hold forth 
here, It’s the old story of strong 
attractions, aided and abetted by 
good showmanship, being able to 
laugh up their sleeves at old man 
depression, Despite the length and 
depth of the economic crisis, there 
still apparently :sn’t any such thing 
as hard times when you have out« 
standing box-office magnets and sell 
them properly. And there still 
seems to be plenty of people whd 
can and will dig up dough if you've 
got what they want. 

Business has been rolling along 
at its best pace in many months, 
Even the record-breaking heat of 
the past seven days has been no 
box-office deterrent. After a phee- 
nomenal $22,400 week with the Mills 
Brothers and Lou Breese, the State, 
thanks to ‘Red-Headed Woman,’ is 
continuing to click sensationally, 
This sizzling sex picture has the 
town on its ears and bids fair to 
pull through with a highly profite 
able $14,000, unaided by any stage 
fare. 

The RKO Opportunity Revue, 
staged with local talent in ccnjunc-< 
tion with a newspaper tie-up, is the 


big noise at the Orpheum and has 
that house in the winning column, 
In this instance, a mediocre picture, 
‘Night World,’ is a lodestone for 
the stage entertainment, whiich, 
however, despite the handicap, has 
been pulling in the customers in 
paying numbers just the same. A 
corking exploitation campaign was 
put over for the Opportunity Revue 
and, of course, is a big factor in 
getting it off to a fast start. 

After next Friday, the Aster 
(Publix) is scheduled to fold up in- 
definitely, leaving but two: Publix 
loop first-run houses in operation, a 
record low. Total seating capacity 
of this pair is but 3,500, or 700. less) 
than the Minnesota, which, together 
with another ace Publix house, the 
Century, also is dark. The RKO 
Orpheum adds 2,890 more _ seats, 
making an aggregate for the loop 
first-run houses of only 6,390, an 
inconceivably small number for a 
city of more than 450,000 population. 
Ranks of the third-run downtown 
grind houses will be swollen, how- 
ever, July 29, when Harold Ruben 
(son of the late I. H. Ruben) re- 
opens the Pantages in the heart of 
the loop with a 10-and-1l5c scale and 
four changes a week. RKO also will 
soon reopen its Seventh Street the- 
atre with a 10-and-20c grind policy 
of first and second runs. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Red- 
Headed Woman’ (Par). House back 
to its old price scale after jump for 
single week when flesh-and-blood 
entertainment held forth. Theatre 
did a good job of selling this picture 
with plenty of emphasis on its non- 
suitability for kids. Sensational ad- 
vertising and novel’s prestigg had 
‘em storming box office from outset, 
feminine trade being particularly in 
evidence. Saga of a wild dame 
plenty sensational, too, and copping 
lots of word-of-mouth comment 
which promises to build up biz fur- 
ther as week progresses. For a 
change, folks seem to want and like 
this burning sex stuff. About $14,- 
000 indicated, big. Last week, Four 
Mills Brothers in person and Lou 
Breese on “stage, and ‘Make Me a 
Etar’ on screen, $22,400; one of big- 
gest ever and remarkable. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55), 
‘Night World’ (U) and vaudeville, 
Reams and reams of free newspaper 
publicity preceded the Opportunity 
Revue as a result of theatre’s tie- 
up with ‘Tribune’ and paved way 
for a big opening, with stare at- 
traction, instead of second-rate pic- 
ture, getting full credit. Relatives 
and friends of 150 local performers 
flocking here. Looks like profitable 
$10,000, good. Second week of 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) 
flopped to $6,000, bad, after first big 
week. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘So- 
ciety Girls’ (Fox). A lot of fight 
pictures lately, but fans falling for 
this one. Combination of James 
Dunn, Peggy Shannon and Spencer 
Tracy not so hot box office, but 


$5,500 all right. Last week ‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) $5,000, pretty 
good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35), ‘Ree 
served for Ladies’ (Par) and ‘For- 
gotten Commandment’ (Par), split. 
Lack of cooling plant hurts house 
in this red-hot weather: maybe 
$800, light. Last week ‘Misleading 


a (Par), held full week, $1,000, 
air. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35), ‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G). Full week 
second-loop run; should reach $1,800, 
good. Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ 
(Radio) and ‘Sinners in the Sun’ 
(Par), split, second-loop rune, $900, 
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” Barle and Stanley $16,000 Each 





Philly Biz Holding Up Fairly All Over— 
Fox’s ‘Almost Married,’ $19,000 





Philadelphia, July 18. 
News of the week is announce- 
ment of the reopening of the Boyd 
on July 27 with ‘What Price Holly- 
Wood. House was to reopen im- 
mediately after Mastbaum closed 


but Stanley-Warner company de- 
cided to let the situation ride with 
only four first run theatres. 

However, little of the Mastbaum 
trade has been picked up downtown, 
most of it evidently going to the 
neighborhoods. Boyd opening is 
hoped to prove a general stimulant 
for more de luxe trade. 

Business looks fair for the week 
with ‘Miss Pinkerton’ and another 
eight-act vaudeville show at the 
Earle; ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ at 
the Stanley, and ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ having good possibilities at 
the Stanton. Earle should knock 
off another $16,000, while the same 
figure is expected at the Stanley. 
Fox has been holding up to a fair 
figure with Mastbaum out and 
should show consistent business 
this week with $19,000 forecast. 


Estimates for This Week 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par). Sidney 
and March popularity should draw 
$16,000. here. Last week ‘As You 
Desire Me’ (M-G) got a fair $13,000 
on second week, 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Almost 
Married’ (Fox) and stage show. No 
money names but consistent quality 
of stage shows and lack of Mast- 
baum competition should draw $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Vanity Fair’ (Al- 
lied) good at $19,500. 

Earle. (2,000; 35-40-66) — ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN) and vaude. Blon- 
dell popular and eight-act show 
winning response. Looks good for 
$16,000, same figure as last week for 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par). 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Roar 
of the Dragon’ (RKO). Expect 
$10,000 on the week. Last week 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) took $8,500. 


Kariton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col). Fair $3,500. 
Last week ‘New Morals for Old’ 


‘((M-G) was weak at $3,200. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55)—‘Sinners 
in the Sun’ (Par). Will probably 
hang around $2,000 mark, just fair. 
Last week ‘Clare Deane’ flopped to 
a $1,100 gross. 


SEATTLE AGOG OVER 
‘BRING EM,’ $10,000 


- Seattle, July 18. 

The Orph is to the front with 
"Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ heavily ex- 

loited, with full week vaude to 

elp out further. 

The Buck animal opera had big 
lines greeting its opening, with 
more people the first two days by 
3,000 than ‘Cimarron,’ but to a lower 
eross. Looks set for a good $10,000. 

The Charley Foy and F&M unit 
was the entire draw at the 5th Ave., 
where the picture flopped. House 
is going to a Thursday opening, 
which cut ‘Mystery Ranch’ to five 
days. 

Fox is in pickup also with ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ and Jocal sym- 
phony band, Sparger leading, while 
Jack Crawford’s band is out for one 
week. Crawford flew south to in- 
terview acts for Fox stage band 
presentations to follow. Angling for 
Tom Mix and his horse, among oth- 
ers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65)— 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) and F&M 
unit. Very slow at $5,000 for five 
days only, due to new change day to 
be Thursday. Last week, ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G) kept a com- 








ing along, Jean Harlow’s work 
liked, with critics helping; okay 
$13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 


‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Big $10,000. Last week, 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) 
started big, then dipped to $6,700. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55) — 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Fair at $4,300. Last 
week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) did- 
n't catch on, $3,860, bad. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 


000; 10-15-25) — ‘Without Honor’ 
(Prin.). Fair $4,400. Last week 
‘My Wife's Family’ (PIP) and 


‘Stowaway’ for $5,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB). Fair 
$3,000. Last week ‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) started big, but drooped to 
Slow $2,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 
25)—‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col). Fair 


$2,100. Last week ‘Week End Mar- 
riage’ (WB) fair at $2,000. 


Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). Hot 
release from Fifth Ave., doing ex- 
cellent legion holdover here, $3,500. 
Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA) held up 
full week, good at $2,600. 





|} six acts vaudeville. 





| Nat 
| exchange offices in the northwest, 


ww 


BUFFALO BEARISH 


Grosses Sliding—Valiee Can’t Bol- 
ster the Buff—Over $16,000 


cuffalo, 
Grosses still sliding. 
Vallee is no panic and the Buffalo 
with ‘Make Me a Star’ will have a 
tough time reaching $16,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-72) 
—‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and Rudy 
Vallee in person. Biz very mild; 
probably only $16,000. Last week 
‘Rebecca’ (Fox) off at $16,500. 
Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 25- 
35)—‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par). 
Maybe $6,000. Last week ‘New 
Morals For Old’ (M-G), low at $5,- 
000. 
Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-55) 








Jury 18. 


—‘Street of Women’ (Par) and 
vaude. Only $9,000. Last week 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (WB), poor at 
$8,900. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col). Slumping to 
$5,500. Last week ‘Lena Rivers’ 
(Tif), nice at $6,500. 


Marathon Hoofers 
Aid Fox, St. L., to 
Outstanding $16,000 


St. Louis, July 18. 
a march on the other 
week by booking the 
winners of the dance marathon 
which had had much _ publicity. 
Chiefly radio, and, as a result, the 
theatre is enjoying its first capac- 
ity audiences in months. Even if 
attendance fails to hold up all week, 
program looks good for several 
thousand more than usual. 

Prior to going on stage, dance 
marathon winners slept in the the- 
atre lobby for 24 hours as part of 
the stunt. 

Otherwise, it’s nip and tuck with 
no other house doing more than 
normal business. Extreme hot 
weather, the thermometer climbing 
to 101 degrees during the day, is 
forcing some customers inside for 
the cool comforts. > 

Estimates for Th'- Weck 

Ambassador (Par) (.,(0v; 35-55- 
72)—‘Attorney for the Defense’ 
(Col) and unit. Doing slow biz 
for $12,500. Last week ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB) $13,600. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-85-55)— 
‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox) and Reri 
with stage unit, plus dance mara- 
thon winners. Big $16,000 in view. 
Last week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) 
fair $10,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G). Barrymore name helping, 
but $11,000, fair. Last week ‘Blonde 
Captive’ (Col), $14,000. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) and ‘For- 
gotten Commandments’ (Par). Fair 
$7,500. Last week ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) and ‘Rider of Death 
Valley (U), mild $5,800. 


BOSTON IN DOLDRUMS; 
EVEN VAUDE NO HELP 


Boston, July 18. 

With .the exception of the RKO 
Memorial, which is showing a triple 
headline vaudeville bill of Rosetta 
Duncan, Grace Hayes and ‘Fatty’ 
Arbuckle, another dull week is ex- 
pected here. 

The Met dropped last week with 
‘Million Dollar Legs,’. and the Par- 
amount did likewise with ‘Winner 
Take All.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-83)— 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) with Gene 
Dennis in second week on stage. 
Not likely to beat podr $17,000. Last 
week with ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ 
(Par) $18,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30-55- 
66)—‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). Same 
as last week’s ’Winner Take All’ 
(WB), poor $7,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (4,000; 35-55-83) 
—Tom Brown of Culver’ (U) and 
vaudeville. Poor $12,000. Last week 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) like- 








Fox stole 
houses this 











wise blah, $14,500. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55)— | 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) and | 
Paced for mild | 
$8,000. Last week ‘Bring ’Em Back | 
Alive’ (RKO) a bad $6,200. 


Mascot-Allied Deal | 


Hollywood, July 18. | 

Allied Pictures closed with Mas- | 

cot exchanges for distribution of | 

it’s 32-3 program for Portland and | 
Seattle territories, 

Mascot Pictures, Inc., headed by | 

Levine, recently established | 





Newark Is Alibi-Proof, 
But Biz Really Not Bad 


Newark, July 18. 

Those who want an alibi have it 
all right this week. There hasn't 
been a drop of rain and the heat has 
been almost without a break. How- 
ever, some houses are holding up 
all right, notably Loew's with ‘Red 
Headed Woman.’ Proctor’s with 
‘What Price Hollywood’ and the 
Capitol with double features. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-25-30- 
40-55-65)—Purchase Price’ (WB). 
Mixed notices but Miss Stanwyck 
liked here enough to get $7,000 
without a weather break. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) bad at $6,- 
500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G), and 
‘Bachelor's Affairs’ (Fox). First 
run and strong name for second 
run sure to do well with over $5,000. 
Last week ‘The Valiant’ (Fox), and 
“Week-End Marriage’ (FN) good at 


$4,500. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Le 
Million’ (French). Second French 


picture ever shown at house and 
won't do real business because there 
is no French colony here to draw 
from, Probably not $900. Last 
week ‘Ein Burschenlied aus Heidel- 
berg (Ufa), and ‘Das Floetenkon- 
zert von Sansouci’ (Ufa) split, weak 
at $800. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-25-30-40- 
55-65)—‘Red Headed Woman’ (M- 


G). Nice at $12,000. Last week 
‘Scarface’ (UA) splendid at over 
$14,000. 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-35-40-55-66)—‘Million 
Legs’ (Par). No chance of this 
getting $4,500. Last week ‘Make Me 
a Star’ (Par) $3,700, low. 

Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 15-25-35- 
40-55-65) —‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO). ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ 
pulled on Thursday by some one's 
error as it was going. strong. 
‘Hollywood’ good for $10,000 on 
eight days. ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio) good at $8,000 on six days. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—Is My Face Red?” (RKO), and 
‘Spirit of the West’ (Hollywood), 
with ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
‘City Lights’ (UA) on split. Chap- 
lin revival expected to do well, may- 
be $3,300. Last week ‘Westward 
Passage’ (RKO) and ‘Riding for 
Justice’ (Col), with ‘Reserved for 
Ladies’ (Par) and ‘Struggle’ (UA) 
on split, weak at $2,700. 





Dollar 


RKO Palace With Combo 6 Acts 
And ‘Alive’ 2d Run, OK $18,000: 
Big Stage Show Aids Cap, $51,000 





The public’s dollars for film en- 
tertainment seem more absent this 
week than ever before, with the 
take considerably down all along the 
line except at the Capitol, which 
holds its ground. ‘Unashamed’ there 
looks like $51,000. 

Mayfair at $17,500 also bears up 
pretty well with ‘What Price Hol- 
lywood’ and may be regarded as an 
exception, also. 

On top of what the street has 
afforded in the way of pop film en- 
tertainment, new opposition has be- 
gun with the Palace as a combina- 
tion pop grind, taking film on second 
run. It’s somewhat in the class of 
the State or the former Hippodrome 
policy and on its first week will do 
a big $18,000 with ‘Bring 'Em Back 
Alive.’ At that pace, house may 
develop into something for the rest 
of the street to worry about. 

Mayfair, the other RKO house, on 
first run, should range to around 
$17,500 with ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(Radio). This will place the house 
along with Palace and the Capitol in 
maintenance of pull against adverse 
conditions, not the least of which is 
hot weather, a deserted Times 
Square on week ends and a high 
vacation toll. 

It’s a long distance from these 


figures to some that the other the- 
atres on the big thoroughfare will 


put down on their books at the con- 
clusion of the current seven-day 
stretch, 

During the past few weeks stim- 





Young-Brent in Person 
Boost Earle, Washington, 
To Exceptional $20,000 


Washington, July 18. 
Two stage show houses getting 
real dough this week. One, because 
of the stage attraction with two 





picture players, Loretta Young and 
; George Brent, together, at the Earle; 
the other, "ox, getting it because of 


BOLSTER UP 
PORT. 


Portland, Ore., July 18. 
RKO Orpheum’s new raised price 
and week stand policy plus an ex- 
ploitation hypo is getting results. 
House made ‘What Price Hollywood’ 


click for good results at $6,200, and 
currently ‘Bring ’Em Back’ is an- 
swering to improved ballyhoo and 
connecting well for a big $8,000. 

Orpheum settled its labor troubles, 
hence vaude stays. No local wage 
reductions, 

New tax making little b. o. im- 
pression locally, Paramount boosted 
to 65 and Orpheum to 60 top. Other 
houses at 35. Local biz seems ready 
to answer to exploitation when 
backed by product. 

Fox-Paramount currently plug- 
ging F&M’s ‘Desert Song’ tabloid 
stage unit in a big way and con- 
necting for a nifty $17,000. Picture 
is Par’s ‘Million Dollar Legs’ and 
registering nicely. 

Garmble’s Rialto, local dull spot, is 
picking up biz with ‘Forgotten Com- 
mandments’ (Par) getting attention. 
House looks in line for a winning 
week with that picture, after seeing 
much red in the b. o. 

Fox-Paramount has neat tie-up 
auto dealer, raffling a new sedan 
weekly for four weeks. Stunt is 





simple screen ad exchange, but it’s} 


a biz getter. Chief plug is that win- 

ners must be 

draw is made. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) 
and with F&M’s ‘Desert Song’ tab- 
loid stage unit much exploited and 
paced for strong $17,000. Last week 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) five days 
only mild at $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) — 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Answering to this house’s 
new burst of exploitation looks good 
for $8,000, fine. Last week ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ 
$6,200. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 
Fairly for $4,000. Last week ‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par), $3,400. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—ark Horse’ (WB). Average at 


in the house when | 


‘Skyscraper Souls’ and another of 
those Hearst paper ad campaigns. 

Palace is getting its first real kick 
in the low figures currently with 
‘Lady and Gent’ since that house 
dropped stage attractions. Columbia 
is playing most anything it can get 
hold of with grosses about what to 
be expected on that sort of product. 
Keith’s is doing nicely with ‘At- 
torney for the Defense.’ House was 
somewhat disappointed on ‘What 
Price Hollywood,’ though the 10 
ooee allotted came through right 
well. 

yovernment employees have got- 
ten the axe on the pay roll business 
and are tightening up, but like all 
the rest of the mortals they’ll get 
used to it and begin to spend again. 
At least their jobs are somewhat 


permanent, 
Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-35- 





40)—‘Hell Fire Austin’ (Tif). Won't 
do over $2,500; last week ‘Shop 
rirl’ (Gold Medal), $1,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-70) 
|}—‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) and 
| Loretta Young and George Brent 
| heading vaude bill. Jamming them 
in and should wind up with $20,009. 
| Last week ‘Winner Take All’ finaled 
ito $14,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and 
| Stage show. Big Hearst paper cam- 
|paign in two sheets; special ex- 
| Ploitation and everything combined 
should see this one come through 
; at $22,000. Last week ‘Almost Mar- 
| ried’ (Fox) not strong at $17,090. 
| Keith (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Attorney for the Defense’ (Col). 
| In for six days only and will do a 
| good $7,000. Okay. Last week on 
}10 days ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO) got the anticipated $12,500, 
but it took the 10 days to do it. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-50-70) 








| 
| 
| 





—‘Missing Rembrandt. Playing 
strongly for the kids and without 
special kid price should do about 
| $7,600 on the week. Last stanza 


| with combination of “South Sea Ad- 
venture (P.D.C.) and ‘Broken Wing’ 
(Par) takings down to $4,000. 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— | 


| Lady and Gent’ (Par). Taking first 


|real licking and will call $7,000 <ood. | 


Last week ‘Rebecca’ (Fox) started 
to build and fooled everybody with 
a ge * $12,600. 





(RKO) good at} 
| $4,000. Last week ‘Love Is a Racket’ | 


(WB) a bit off at $3,600. 
| Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25-35)— 
|‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par) 


|Getting extra biz at this dull spot | 


and okay for $3,000. Last week 


‘Careless Lady’ (Fox), $2,000. 


ulated business made it appear the 
elimination of the Roxy was scat- 
tering its customers among the 
|other houses, but since then some 
of the operators refuse to believe 
that has helped noticeably or can 
be expected to help in future. 

Two other houses, Rialto and Ri- 
voli, last week were expected to go 
the way of the Roxy for the time 
being, at least. Closing of both, how- 
ever, has been averted. Rivoli, 
which was to have shut down last 
Wednesday (13) at the last minute 
got an order to stay open until 
‘Igloo’ (U) was ready to open to- 
morrow morning (Wednesday). 

Meanwhile the Rialto has also 
found a picture, ‘Man Called Back,’ 
which will open either July 27 or 29, 
probably the former. 


The business done Sunday is called 
the worst the film houses have done 
on that day in as long as can be 
remembered, In other years the 
Broadway theatres always could 
count on out-of-towners for Sunday 
ticket sales, but this year few people 
come a-visiting or a-theatre going. 

Paramount presents a sad sight at 
only $40,000 this week. ‘Lady and 
Gent’ is the picture, particularly 
disappointing in view of the film’s 
good notices. Along with it, house 
holds over last week's stage show, 
headed by Harry Richman and Bert 
Wheeler. Business the first week 
hardly seemed to warrant that. 

Strand, with ‘Purchase Price,’ is 
paced for a mild $15,000, while all 
the other houses have. nothing but 
low hopes. Rialto looks to garner 
around $14,000 on the second week 
of ‘Freaks.’ 

Rivoli’s final week of ‘Aren’t We 
All?’ will be lucky with $3,500, while 
the Winter Garden must content it- 
self with a small $6,000 from ‘Radio 
Patrol.’ Both are new lows for the 
Winter Garden and the Rivoli. 

The Palace, starting Saturday 
(23), may become a first run for a 
week with ‘Roar of the Dragon’ 
(Radio), going in through possible 
holdover of ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
at Mayfair. ‘Alive’ would go to the 
Cameo (RKO) for an indefinite run 
in that event. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83 $1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
— ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (14th week). 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) next in 
here. No opening date yet, but with 
picture’s opening on Coast Friday 
(15) it doubtlessly will be shortly. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Unashamed’ (M-G) and 
stage show. At $51,000, this house 
doing fairly good business. Stage 
show, including Jack Benny, Jean 
Hersholt, Una Merkel, Lew Cody 
and others, can probably be thanked 
importantly for that. Last week, 
second of ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M- 
G), $39,000, not so forte, slipped 
badly last three days. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (Radio). Connie 
Bennett is dragging them in fairly 
well to tune of $17,500, and will be 
held over. Last week, fourth of 
‘Alive’ (Radio), $18,000. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83) — 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Needing $12,000 to break, as 
against $14,000 under previous 
Straight vaude grind, second run, at 
$18,000 this week, the Palace will be 
doing very nicely with six vaude 
acts. Last week, under the greater 
overhead, it got $8,000, which spells 
a $6,000 loss. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—Lady and Gent’ (Par) and stage 
show. Holdover of Harry Rich- 
man, Bert Wheeler, et al. on stage, 
or lack of draw by picture, knock- 
ing this house between the eyes for 
a poor $40,000. Bancroft and Wynne 
Gibson given good notices. Last 
week ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) 
and same stage show, $51,900, okay. 

Riaito (2,000; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Freaks’ (M-G) (2d week). Perhaps 
$14,000, a profit for the house, but 
not very much. ‘Man Called Back’ 
(Tiff), slated for either July 27 or 
29, may be rushed in earlier with 
Publix frequently changing its mind 
|every five minutes. First week of 
‘Freaks,’ sans advance billing, $20,- 
000, fair enough. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘TIzgloo’ (U). Opens here tomorrow 
morning (Wednesday), averting 
| Closing of the house that was sched- 
juled for last Wednesday. tather 
ithan close down that date and re- 
‘open again, Publix figured it worth 
;more in the long run to stand the 








approximate $3,500 gross on the 
| final week of ‘Aren't We All?’ (Par). 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
i—‘Purchase Price’ (WE). Barbara 
'Stanwyck and George Brent prob- 
ably largely responsible for holding 
|take up to $15,000, mild. Previous 

week, ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB) sur- 
| prised a little at $18,500. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-88- 
| 94)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Opens 
'Thursday night (21), succeeding 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U), which takes 
Garden to its low for all time, $6,- 


(000. ‘Stranger in Town’ (WB), pre- 
vious incumbent, couldn’t tan $9.50& 
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State-Lake Vaude Opens Strong; 
‘Masquerade’ Looks Like $38,000; 
‘H wood,’ $16,000; Stage Shows Help 





Chicago, July 18. 
rainstorm’ spoiled 


Heat and a 
day for the 


Reeandkay'’s opening 
Oriental and Chicago. But Satur- 
day it was reasonably cool again 
and the two RKOers, notably the 
State-Lake, which needed it, got a 
break. 

Last week, unhalted by the 
mounting heat of the latter part of 
the engagement, the Chicago with 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ and an all- 
colored unit, ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
climbed to $52,000, substantially 
above the ratio at first indicated and 
the best week the house has had in 
months. 

Tendency of showmen was to 
credit the stage show more than 
the picture. If nothing else, and re- 
gardless of veracity, this opinion 
illustrates how stage-minded many 
of the former disciples of straight 
films have become. To prove what 
they thought about the efficacy of 
the Ethel Waters troupe, Beeandkay 
held over the unit a second week. 
This is practically without prece- 
dent at the Chicago. 

Chicago continues to have but 
four downtown deluxers operating. 
United Artists will hardly open be- 
fore Auz. 15. It has Joan Crawford 
in ‘Rain’ set for the starter. and the 
Marx Brothers’ ‘Horsefeathers’ to 
follow. McVickers seems not to be 
part of the autumn planning. That 
bears out a report that circuit will 
either drop or keep shuttered that 
Medison street film parlor. 

There isn’t a single legit theatre 
open, and the sex picture at the 
Garrick curled up during last week's 


heat. Only downtown opposition 
comes from a handful of cheap 
grinds. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 35- 
55-83), ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) and 2d week of ‘Rhapsody in 
Black.’ Another problem picture 
from Metro with Lionel Barrymore 
carrying the entire weight. A ses- 
sion of heavy acting with a political 
background that doesn’t look like 
big grosser at this spot. Figured at 
$38,000. Last week ‘Red-Headed 
Woman’ and the negro revue copped 
$52,000, great biz. Chicago is ad- 
dicted to colored entertainment 
when hot, and stage show given 
equal credit with picture locally. 


Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
35-55-83), ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ 
(Par). Sophie Tuckcr. George Jes- 


sel, and Jans and ‘Whalen, sur- 
rounded by a brigade of Leonidoff 
girls, is the attraction this week, 
with picture rated as a slough. Ex- 
pect around $24,000, just so-so. 
Last week Jessel with Norma Tal- 
madge ran to $28,000, impressive. 
Current by-play between Tucker- 
Jessel and Jans and Whalen is 
plenty dirty with Tucker’s songs 
probably as bawdy as a picture 
house audience in this town ever 
got. Some discussion of what cur- 
rent policy of blue material will do 
to the Oriental. Dirt stuff has never 
been conspicuous here. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83), 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio). 
Picture and Constance Bennett carry 
the load here, as the bill, headed by 
Alice Joy, of radio, packs less in- 
trinsic entertainment than the in- 
augural layout at the State-Lake at 
cheaper prices. House has been 
sinking pretty low lately. ‘Holly- 
wood’ may touch $16,000. Last week 
with ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) and 
hot weather gross dwindled to sor- 
rowful $13,500. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2.700; 25-35- 
55), ‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). Pic- 
ture subordinated in new policy of 
seven acts, revival of house's origi- 
nal and traditional combo. Pace in- 
dicates $17,000. Final week of ‘Bring 
"Em Back’ at higher scale was 
around $9,000, winding up nice three 
weeks. 


N.H. JUST MARKING TIME 
UNTIL THE NEW SEASON 


New Haven, July 18. 

Managers are marking time pray- 
ing for grosses to hang together for 
next few weeks until the opening of 
the new season. 

Folding of the College reduces the 
de luxers to three, lowest in ages. 
Taking over of the Paramount by 
Harry Arthur is still hanging fire 
with deal on and off half dozen 
times. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40-72) 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) and 
unit. Blah $7,000. Last week ‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par) $6,300. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 
“Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
and ‘Almost Married’ (Fox). Hot 
weather holding house to a mild $5,- 
000. Last week ‘Red Headed Wom- 
an’ (M-G) picked up to a fair $5,- 
$00. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
65)—‘Roar of Dragon’ (RKO), and 
Hell’s House.’ Feeling midsummer 








35-55)— 





B’HAM BLAH 


Dog- Day Spirit Obtains Once Again 
After Snappy Fortnight 





Birmingham, July 18. 

After a busy period of two weeks 
show biz is getting back to the usual 
summer stride this week. ‘Bring 
'’Em Back Alive’ closed at Ritz after 
two weeks’ run, first holdover here 
in months. ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ 
clicked at Alabama also last week. 

‘Roar of Dragon’ and ‘Lady and 
Gent’ are currently topping the 
town, with other houses playing 
moderate pullers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Lady and Gent.’ Bancroft no 
big help in this town, but at that a 
good week, $8,100. Last week ‘Re- 
becca of Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox) 
great and a lot of kids, $9,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Roar 
of Dragon’ (RKO). Dix and plenty 
of action certain to click for fair 
week at $4,500. Last week ‘Bring 
’Em Back’ (RKO) closed two weeks’ 
run with a pretty good 45,500. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-40)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB). As good a bet 
as any of the smaller houses this 
week, $1,600. Last week ‘Week Ends 
Only’ (Fox), $1,700. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Somewhat 
doubtful about this one, $3,200, Last 
week ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) nosedived 
to $2,800. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘New 
Morals for. Old’ (M-G). -Maybe $1,- 
600. Last week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ 
(Fox) was oné of best. pictures in 
town for the trade, $1,000. 


See No Change 
In Metro Sales 
Policy This Year 


Despite exhibitors’ shutting out 
Metro in many spots last season 
due to that company’s sales policy, 
the same split of the program call- 
ing for a minimum of 14 pictures 
strictly on percentage, will adhere 
this year, under plans. The balance 
of 34 films may be bought flat. 
This policy affects the independ- 
ent exhibitors more than the chains 
since the latter always buy prac- 
tically everything on percentage 
anyway. 

It is regarded as doubtful, with 
the 1932-’33 Metro sales contract 
yet to be drawn, that the company 
as last year will reserve the right 
to designate three pictures of any 
of its stars for roadshowing, thus 
relieving Metro of the necessity to 
deliver them under the program 
buy of 48. The company did not 
take advantage of this reservation 
last year. 

However, it was not this point 
so much as the compulsory percent- 
age terms and Saturday and Sun- 
day playdates against which the 
exhibs rebelled, many of them re- 
fusing to buy anything from Metro 
at all as a result. Metro held then, 
and still maintains, that the Satur- 
days and Sundays do not solely be- 
long to the exhibitor, and that if a 
draw picture comes along Metro is 
entitled to its share of that draw. 

While the Metro sales policy on 
‘Hotel’ may be likened to the ex- 








clusive run plan which that com- 
pany has been trying in several 
spots this year, it differs in that the 
| subsequents down to 10-centers will 
eventually get the picture. The only 
feature in common is that the 
‘Hotel’ showings now afford to first 
runs the protection which the ex- 
clusive run plan will increase fur- 
ther. 


German Amateur Film 
Twice Daily Candidate 


*‘Maedschen in Uniform,’ German 
amateur film, will be given a New 
York opening at some Broadway 
house yet to be picked. 

John Krimsky, who owns the U.S. 
rights, is arranging exploitation for 
the film, figuring on playing it twice 
daily. 








drain for light $4,000. Last week 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB), and ‘Road- 
house Murder’ (U) not so bad at 
$4,500. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-55). 
Dark for balance of season. Last 
week ‘Unashamed’ (M-G), and ‘Hell 
Fire Austin’ finished up with a sad 
$1,100, 








$2 ‘Mystery’ Train Ride 





Minneapolis, July 18. 

Taking a cue from British 
railroads, the Great Northern 
road is advertising a ‘mystery 
trip’ in the amusement display 
columns of local newspapers. 

For $2 the ads state that 
patrons will be taken to ‘Mys- 
teryland’ with all expenses 
paid. ‘Excitement, adventure 
and mystery’ are prom!s@a. It 
is stated that nobody will 
know in advance where the 
train is going, even the train 
crew being under sealed or- 
ders. 

In addition to the transpor- 
tation covering a two hour 
train trip, the $2 entitles the 
customers to boating, fishing, 
golfing, dancing afternoon and 
evening and dinner. 

It may be something else for 
the theatres to worry about. 











‘BRING ’EM’ IS BRINGIN’ 
"EM; SMASH $18,000, K.-C. 


Kansas City, July 18. 
The hottest sun of the summer 
beat down upon long lines of cus- 
tomers in front of the Mainstreet 
Friday morning for the opening of 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ and they 
kept coming over the week end, 
which indicates one of the best 
grosses in months. Coupled with 
the animal opera is the RKO Oppor- 


tunity Revue, with a large number 
of entries from the most select of 
the town’s leading amateurs. The 
show is outstanding and will do its 
share towards tilting the gross. 
Loew’s Midland, with Lionel Bar- 
rymore in ‘Washington Masquerade,’ 
also opened nicely, but was hurt by 
the heavy play at the Mainstreet. 
Picture is expected to build. 

This week’s show at the Main- 
street had the management running 
in circles on account of the many 
changes in both bill and policy. As 
first set, the show included the 
‘Bring *Em Back’ picture and the 
Opportunity Revue. Then it was 
decided to add Lita Grey Chaplin 
and two acts of vaudeville. Press 
stuff and advertising were changed, 
and then it was announced that the 
price policy would be changed and 
that the 35c balcony scale with a 
50c charge downstairs would apply 
every night and that the house would 
absorb the federal tax on the 50c 
price. Then the Chaplin number 
was pulled and more changes ne- 
cessitated in the advertising, with 
the show finally going with two acts 
of vaudeville and the reduced scale. 
And are the customers coming! 


Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25)—‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). 
Fair $3,500. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB) $3,900, 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-35) —‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G). Affected by the heavy play 
at the nearby Mainstreet, but $13,000 
is quite fair. Last week ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G) $11,000, poor. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) 
with Opportunity Revue and two 
acts of vaudeville. Continuous line 
in front the opening day and re- 
peated over the week end. Looks 
like an old time natural for the 
house, around $18,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Is My Face Red?’ (RKO) 
$11,000, off. 

Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (890; 
25-35-50)—“Winner Take All’ (WB). 
Good light summer diet and will get 
those who like Cagney; a fair $5,000. 
Last week ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par) $6,700, good. 


Allied State Theatre 
Owners Set Up in N. Y. 


Invasion of New York siate by 
Allied through the organization of 
Allied Theatre Owners of New York, 
Inc., with headquarters in Albany, 
is arousing little concern in Thea- 








It is probable that Allied will at- 
tempt to make inroads 
T.O.C.C., one of the most important 


States. 

New York will never apvroach 
in strength some of the other State 
organizations of Allied, it is firmly 
believed, partly due to dominance 
of the state chains. 

Abram F. Myers, Allied chieftain, 
came up from Washington to head 
last week’s organization of the New 
York state body. Nathan Yamins, 
Massachusetts leader 
New England division and Sidney 
Samuelson, vice president of Allied, 
| were also on hand, 





LOUISVILLE LULLS 


Even a River ‘Showboat’ Joins to 
Further Dent Biz 





Louisville, July 18. 

New competish now with the 
show boat ‘Majestic’ now anchored 
at foot of Bullitt street and offering 
ye old tyme mellerdrammers such 
as ‘St. Elmo’ and ‘Lena Rivers.’ 
However, the extremely hot weather 
is still doing the most harm. Down- 
town streets are boiling hot. 

Rialto’s change to two-a-week 
shows hasn’t helped much, chiefly 
due to the weather. 

National expects big week with 
‘Once in Lifetime’ and Barbara 
Weeks, new leading woman, hit- 
ting town at same time, but reports 
are than the government tax has 
cost them lot of patronage. 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40) — 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 
Good at $7,800. Last week ‘Blonde 
Captive’ (Col), $5,100. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40) —Winner Take All’ (WB). 
Fair, $5,500. Last week ‘Million Dol- 
lar Legs’ (Par) and ‘Mystery of 
Life,’ $6,800, okay. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
55)—‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col), four 
days, and vaude. Good $3,900. Last 
week ‘Strangers of the Evening’ 
(Tif), three days, $2,600. 


Brown (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Dark 
Horse’ (FN). Nice $3,200. Last 
week ‘What Price Hollywood’ 


(RKO), $2,400. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25)—‘Almost Married’ (Fox). Poor 
$1,600. Last week ‘Fast Compan- 
ions’ (U), $1,700. 


‘Bring ’Em’ and ‘Red’ 
Plenty in the Black 
As Gems of Columbus 


Columbus, July 18. 

Nice biz of the past week is as 
nothing compared with what the 
present one holds. Everything is 
"way up. 

Palace showing of ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ may set a new record 
for that house at present price scale. 
‘Red-Headed Woman,’ at the Ohio, 
after plenty of censor trouble which 
caused a two weeks’ delay in show- 
ing, is also doing near capacity at 
start, and due to hold up strongly. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35)— 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) 
started off S. R. O., and the whole 
town’s” talking. Should hit nice 
$6,500, and maybe better. Last week 
‘Night World’ (U) $3,600, mild. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G). Far 
above average and heavy publicity 
build up combined should help this 
one do neat $12,000, which is plenty 
high for low price scale. Last week 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) and ‘Beau 
Hunks’ very nice $8,300. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25)— 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). Too much 
competition for this one. Will do 
nice $4,000, however, which is plenty. 
Last week ‘Woman in Rome 13’ 
(Fox) fair enough at $3,100. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). Nice 
enough $4,000 in sight and would 
have done better but for competish. 
Last week ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) fair 
with $3,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Vanity Fair.’ Not so forte for this 
house; mild $1,300 in sight. Last 
week ‘Honor of Press’ just touched 
$1,200, 


‘RED-HEADED’ $22,000, 
DIX $8,500—DETROIT 














tre Owners Chamber of Commerce 
though believed aimed at that or- 


ganization. 
Allied’s state organization for 
New York starts out with about 


52 exhibitors, mostly from upstate. 
on the 


exhib organizations in the United 


heading the 





Detroit, July 18. 

Closing of .houses, leaving only 
four first-run spots out of nine, 
hasn’t helped much. Good pictures 
still do okay, but the bad ones suf- 
fer. 

This week has four better than 
average pictures in town. Jean 
Harlow in ‘Red-Headed Woman’ at 
$22,000 will undoubtedly lead the 
town at the Michigan. 

First week in months Detroit is 
without some ‘name’ in_ person. 
Publix has stopped their ‘Parade 
of the Stars,’ with but few of them 
getting any real money. 

Last week Thurston duplicated 
his feat of ten months previous and 
packed them in all week at the 
Michigan. ‘Is My Face Red?’ was 
surprising in getting a nice $7,500 
for the week for the Downtown. 
Following several mediocre ‘col- 
umnist’ pictures it did better than 


expected. Stoopnagle and Budd 
coupled with a weak picture made 
a weak combination at the Fisher. 


Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75), 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (Metro) and 
Stage show. Looks to get $22,000, 
fairly good. Last week Thurston 


and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ was okay 
at $26,700. 


Fox (5,100; 15-25-55), ‘Week-End 





Marriage’ (Fox) and stage 





MONTREAL IS RESIGNED 


TO THE TEMPERATURE 


Montreal, July 18. 

Cool weather helped some but 
managers are not overly worrying 
regardless since they are gettine 
what they expect and it is no worse 
than other years. 

‘Two Hearts in Waltz Time’ at 
the Palace may just about reach five 
figures and a Wallace picture with 
vaude at Loew’s should result in 
between $11,000 and $12,000. Capi- 





tol has switched to Paramount 
from British and the brace here 
may get $9,500. Princess is doing 
better than most for its size ang 
admish figures and can _ expect 
$8,000 on ‘Night World’ and ‘Fast 
Companions,’ two Universals. Im- 


perial and Cinema de Paris strug- 
gling with French films, latter with 
‘Cing Ans sans Femmes’ in itg 
fourth week. 

Nabes had a somewhat better 
week last week and may continue 
on slight upgrade currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Two 
Hearts in Waltz Time’ (Col). Will 
hold regulars and may get fair play 
at around $10,000. Last week ‘Mer- 
dily We Go to Hell’ (Par) got by 
on same figure. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Thun. 
der Below’ (Par) and ‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (Par). Brace of pictures 
but house can’t expect much above 
$9,000. ' Last week the British pic- 


ture ‘Lady Panniford’s Folly’ and 
‘Young’ Pride’ (Pathe) around 
$9,500. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘The 
Ringer’ (British) and vaude. Wal- 
lace fans will roll up for this and 
average vaude should bring gross 
up to $12,000. Last week ‘New Mor- 
als for Old’ (M-G) and vaude 
jacked gross to $13,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Night World’ (U) and ‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (U). Should get $8,000. 
‘Are These Our Children?’ (Radio) 
and ‘Is My I"ace Red?” (Radio) col- 
lected $7,500 last week. 

Imperial (French-Film) 
25-40), ‘La Femme en Homme’ 
(French). About $2,500. ‘Le Petit 
cart’ (French) last week grossed 
$2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Cinq Ans sans Femmes’ 
(French). Fourth week may get 
$1,000. Last week $1,200. 


OUTDOORS OPPOSISH 
DOESN’T FAZE PROV. 


Providence, Jaly 18. 

With the exception of one or two 
spots grosses are standing up fair- 
ly well in the face of a heat wave 
and concerted opposition from 
amusement parks, which are resort- 
ing to use of big ad spreads and 
special outdoor attractions to get 
the crowds away from the city. 

The Mount Hope Toll Bridge, 
built at a cost of $10,000,000, and 
which recently went into receiver's 
hands, has joined the ranks of thea- 
tre opposish. For every round trip 
ticket over bridge patrons are get- 
ting ducats to beaches at Newport. 

The Paramount is in low this 
week with ‘Lady and Gent,’ which 
is showing unexpected weakness. 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) fea- 
tured with vaude at the Albee is ex- 
pected to be the biggest thing in 
town this week with an anticipated 
gross of $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)—< 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Feature showing unusual 
strength. Should touch $10,000 with 
little difficulty. Last week ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO) an okay 
$8,800. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)—~ 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 
Swell notices from the press and 
lots of praise for Lionel Barrymore, 
but over the average fan’s head. 
House not banking on anything big, 
figured for passable $8,500. Last 
week ‘Unashamed’ (M-G) started 
off big, sliding last half to $9,000, 
but good at that. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)—~ 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) and ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB). Plenty of 
draw names but not doing so well; 
however, a fair $7,500. Last week 
‘Rebecca’ (Fox) and ‘Midnight 
Lady’ (Chesterfield) so-so at $7,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par). House pulled spe- 
cial preview before opening, but only 


(1,900; 








$4,000, low, indicated. Last week 
about 50% off at $4,600. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 


‘Texas Bad Man’ (U) and ‘Flames’ 
(Monogram). Having its troubles, 
may touch fair $2,100. -Last week 
‘Hell’s Headquarters’ (Mayfair) and 
‘Riders of the Desert’ (World-Wide) 
eased through a fair $2,200. 





Probably around $15,000. Last week 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) was weak 
at $16,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 
Pinkerton’ (WB) 


15-35-72-75), ‘Miss 
and stage show. 
Down a ways at $11,500. Last week 
‘Unashamed’ (Metro) and Stoop- 
nagle and Budd in person weak at 
$12,800. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55), ‘Rear 
of the Dragon’ (RKO) on $8,500 will 
be big. Last: week ‘Is My Face 


show. ! Red?’ (Radio) was good at $7,500. 





- 
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@ Here is a foreword without boasts, 





shopworn adjectives, or fine promises 
.- - devoid of bull, bluster, or comedy 
which is ill-advised in these tough times. &| 







@ A message which rings true today must 
\\\\\\ carry pertinent proof, and such information 
can only be indicated by the essential things 
which make pictures better entertainment 
and profitable investments. These essentials 
are: box office names, distinguished stories, |// 
money - getting titles, and capable direction. 











@ In the succeeding pages are facts about the / 
eight pictures of the first group in Para- | 
mount’s PARAMOUNT Year program. The copy | 
is conservative and in the main descriptive. I /y 
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@ All that is asked is that you judge them by 
the yardstick of your own experience and situa- 
tion. The entire Paramount Publix organization 
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VENUS 


with ; 


HERBERT 
MARSHALL 


CARY GRANT 


A JOSEF von STERNBERG 
ea 6 OY e-F  o & 


A gorgeous woman... 
beautiful... talented, 
crucifying herself for 
love of a worthless man 
... plumbing the depths 
of despair... then soar- 
ing to the heights of love! 
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NIGHT AFTER NI 


with 
GEORGE RAFT 
NANCY CARROLL 
MAE WEST 
WYNNE GIBSON 
ALISON SKIPWORTH 
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Directed by David Burton 
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ie ag & 
Louis Bromfield’s 
story, “Single Night’ 
«++ produced with all 
its romance, danger, ~ 
revel and heartbreak. = 
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HELEN HAYES 
GARY COOPER 


and 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 


From the we rid-famous novel 





Up: 


Awthe most sdught-our eee the 
most compéted for story ‘of 
.. the décade oF a ‘inninortal se 
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see ees--Acollege prexy 
.... Athieving dog-catcher 
» ++ +e -s.s A bootleg iceman 
A stewdent at dear old Darwin 


>. Anes efe nthees 


The faculty wins a speak- 
easy football game when 
the love-mad dog-catcher 
crosses the co-eds’ signals 
to the bootlegger’s horse 
... all ending in happy 
dancing as. the college 


burns to the ground!... 


Directed by Norman McLeod 


C1 CParamount CPicture 
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” BROTHERS 
~ "Horsefeathers 


...-Acollege prexy 
.... A thieving dog-catcher 
oe «eee» A bootleg iceman 
. Astewdent at dear old Darwin 


The faculty wins a speak- 
easy football game when 
the love-mad dog-catcher 
crosses the co-eds’ signals 
to the bootlegger’s horse 
.+. all ending in happy 
dancing as the college 


burns to the ground!... 


Directed by Norman McLeod 


C1 CParamount CPicture 
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STARS OF THE AIR... DRAMA... gon of ee 
ENTERTAINMENT... TEN SHOWS IN ONE GREAT ! 


: Directed by 
FRANK TUTTLE 


Based on 


=< \ WILLIAM MANLEY’S 
<=") ROMANTIC LAUGH- , 
- y HIT “WILD WAVES” 
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| of the pictures shown in 
the foregoing announce- | 
ment are to be released in | 
AUGUST, SEPTEM- 3 
BER and OCTOBER : 
Eight outstanding pic- 2 _ 
tures to be released in : : : 


a twelve-week period. 
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German Observers Hold New Quota 
Would Paralyze Nation's Own Biz 
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By MAX MAGNUS 
Berlin, July 6. 

The new contingent restrictions 
have caused great surprise even in 
Germany. The new quota bill, if it 
goes through as is, would nearly 
bar production. Reason is the 
stringent regulation defining the 
German character of a_ picture. 

A picture will be German, ac- 
cording to the new quota bill, if 
the following conditions are ful- 
filled: 

1. It must be produced by Ger- 
man citizens or a German com- 
pany. 

2. Studio work must 
within Germany. 

3. Out-door shots must be made 
within Germany if the story will 
permit. 

4. The author must be a German 
citizen. 

5. The composer must be a Ger- 
man citizen. 

6. The production manager must 
be a German citizen. 

7. The film director must have 
German citizenship. 

8. Seventy-five per cent of all 
others employed in the picture, 
technical staff, extras, etc., must be 
Germans. 

9. The Minister of the Interior 
may allow exception to Nos. 4-8. 


Third Are Aliens 


Nearly a third of all directors, 
production managers, actors and 
authors now active are Austrians 
or Hungarians. Practically all 
German production would therefore 
have to stop upon such a law going 
into effect. 

It has not been stated that three 
organizations are responsible for 
the new severe restrictions. 

Dacho, organization of film work- 
ers in Germany, who are afraid of 
foreign competition. 

Ufa the most ardent backer of the 
new bill. Through the new con- 
tingent Ufa’s position will be 
greatly strengthened. The 36 pic- 
tures of Ufa'’s production of this 
@eason will thus be exploited more 


k (Continued on page 62) 


be done 


Rival Newsreel Chain 
7 Seeks 10 Paris Spots 


Paris, July 9. 

Success of the Ford newsreel 
house chain is resulting in the pro- 
motion of opposition. A Tobis- 
equipped newsreel house named 
Kinetone on the boulevard just op- 
posite Ford’s Fox house has ex- 
isted for some time. 

Maurice Livingstone, formerly of 
Pathe, with two Frenchmen, Max 
Singer and Pierre Bacquoy, is now 
promoting an opposition circuit to 
Ford. 

First house to be opened will be 
the Eden on the Avenue de Clichy. 
Palace, a former nabe vaude house, 
will be equipped with Western 
Electric, and will open before Octo- 
ber. Capacity 600. 

Eden will play an exclusive Fox 
program. Livingstone and his part- 
ners are canvassing for more spots, 
and consider Paris able to support 
19 newsreel houses. 





| German Fox Income 


f Berlin, July 8. 


The German Fox Film A. G. pub- 
lishes its balance sheet as of Dec. 
31, 1931, according to which receipts 
amount to about $400,000, general 
expenses $200,000, prints and ad- 
vertising $40,000, depreciation on 
equipment $5,500, license fees $175,- 
000, other depreciation $7,500. The 
Supervisory board will continue to 
consist of Dr. Coretz and C. Shee- 
han. 
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China Goes for Tunes 


Shanghai, June 16. 

‘This Is the Night’ (Par) opened 
with exceptionally big results here. 
It is expected to get the best grosses 
of any American film in some time. 

Reason for the jubilation is the 
fact that it’s the first picture in 
Some months from the States that is 
dominated by music, with the local 
Customers going heavily for that} 
Angle. 





Phases of Soviet Filmed 
The Hague, July 7. 








Joris Ivens, the Dutch film direc- 
tor, is still in Russia, where he has | 
finished sevcral subjects picturing | 


life of youth in the Soviet. Bulk of | Tak before the microphone (Tak is 


Stuff was taken at Magnitogorsk. 


Instructive films were shot at Ural | dent), she said that she was signed | tube stations, for which cheap rates 
places of local tribes. | 





CHINA THREATENS PAR. 


Peeved, Republic Wants ‘Shanghai 
Express’ Chopped 








Paramount is in hot water with 
China over ‘Shanghai Express.’ 
Original intention was not to show 
the film in China, but the Nanking 
board of censors got hold of a print 
of the film, with the result a barring 
threat. 

Chinese government has given 
Paramount 10 days’ notice in which 
to scrap the picture throughout the 
world and burn all existing prints. 
Otherwise, say the Chinese, no fur- 
ther Paramount films will be allowed 
to enter the country. 


SEE FRENCH POLITICS 
IN FILM QUOTA MESS 


France’s current political situa- 
tion and international policy is 
keeping the American film industry 
on nervous tension. France's new 
quota law on films, though framed 
for the past two months, has not 
been made law yet, and U. S. firms 
are undecided as to procedure as a 
result. No hastening of action one 
way or another seems to be likely. 

Difficulty in France evolves from 
several political sources. In the 
first place the film matter, previ- 
ously in the hands of Minister of 
Beaux Arts J. Mistler, has been 
moved to the domain of Minister of 
Public Instruction A. De Monzie. 
Mistler was fairly friendly to the 
American view of things; De Monzie 
is more of an ardent nationalist. 

Also difficulty comes from the re- 
cent change of French government. 
Edouard Herriot, current Premier 
of France, is quite sincerely nation- 
alistic in viewpoint. He comes to 
the head of the French government 
via the Mayoralty, for many years, 
of Lyons, a manufacturing center. 
His interests primarily are those of 
French. manufacturers and pro- 
ducers, not going far enough to look 
into the broad trade aspect. 

Also Herriot is at present in- 
volved in attempting a world-wide 
entente on the war-debt matter, 
which the dailies have treated ex- 
tensively. This is believed holding 
up the film matter, with students of 
international politics holding to the 
belief Herriot is keeping. film laws 
and.similar trade matters in advise- 
ment until he sees what American 
reaction on the bigger issues is. The 
film matter, it is believed; as other 
international trade matters, is being 
held up by Herriot as a sort of club 
on Washington pdliticians, to work 
one way or the other depending on 
what the Hoover government reac- 
tion is on the inter-allied debt 
tangle. 











French Co. Prepares 
Risque Film Story 


Paris, July 18. 

Sensational publicity, including a 
reported intended high cost sched- 
ule, is given the intended filmiza- 
tion of ‘King Pausole,’ an operetta. 
The risque story by Pierre Louys, 
which on the stage was a big suc- 
cess, is to be made for the Comptoir 
Francais Cinematographique by 
Director Anton Gradowsky, heading 
a specially chartered corporation. 

Type of story makes it cold for 
America. N. Grienieff, connected 
with C. F. C., and well known in 
local film circles, is in charge of the 
preparatory arrangements, which 
include casting nearly 400 girls. 

Andre Berley, Jose Noguero and 
Armand Bernard will do the King, 
the page and the Minister. No 
femme cast yet. 


Miss Mueller on Air 





Fox Buys French-Mades 
On Guarantee to Maker 


Paris, July 9. 

Fox boosting its French distribu- 
tion by contracting for local mades. 
Two films will be supplied by a new 
indie corporation, headed by Henri 
Ullmann, formerly with Paramount. 

Fox is giving a guarantee amount- 
ing to two-thirds of an approved 
cost schedule on acceptance of the 
negative, and balance is done on a 
percentage arrangement. 

If production is satisfactory, more 
productions will be ordered, 


NATAN GOBBLES 
HAIK THEATRES 


Paris, July 9. 

Biggest theatre deal in a long 
while in Paris was consummated by 
Natan taking over the whole of the 
Haik theatre chain, the only excep- 
tion being the Champs Elysee house, 
Colisee, which nevertheless will be 
under Natan booking. 

Deal includes Glympia Paris, and 
theatres in Strasbourg and Nice. 
The Rex, which Haik is now com- 
pleting as a 3,200-seater, is not com- 
ing under the agreement. 

Deal was brought about by Haik 
owing Natan about $300,000 for 
studio rent. 


G. U. T. Would Absorb 
Spencer Pictures, Ltd. 


Sydney, June 24. 
Shareholders in Spencer’s Pic- 


tures, Ltd., a unit of the old Union 
Theatres, have, according to reports, 
been advised to go into liquidation 
with the view in mind of linking up 
with Greater Union Theatres, Ltd., 
on a share ratio of one for three. 

G. U. T. is willing to absorb the 
holdings on those trading condi- 
tions. G. U. T. nractically controls 
all the assets of the old Union 
group. It is anticipated that share- 
holders in Spencers will take up 
the offer presented by Stuart Doyle 
on behalf of the G. U. T. directorate. 

In 1931 the old company lost 
roughly $110,000 in three months, 
whereas the new G. U. T. has shown 
a profit this year. 

Spencer’s Pictures first became 
known here at a time when motion 
pictures were regarded as more of 
a novelty than an entertainment. 

Business thrived, but in later 
years the company was absorbed in 
the then Union group and continued 
as a unit of Union until that or- 
ganization went into iiquidation. 
Spencer, the founder, only quite 
recently committed suicide after be- 
ing sought on a murder charge. 














Protecting Mex Kids 


Mexico City, July 18. 


Exhibitors have been asked by 
the government to show only films 
that will stimulate moral sentiments 
of juvenile spectators during their 
Sunday morning matinees. 


Government urges that programs 
for such shows be made up of edu- 
cational films, comedies, etc. Sun- 
day matinees, mostly attended by 
children, have become a definite 
feature with practically all local | 
nabes, 





Sell Paris on Screen 





EGYPT’S OK 


Fox May Shoot Local Prod. But | 
Subject to Censorial Approval 








Alexandria, July 18. 
Ministry of the Interior has given 
Fox permission to shoot some 
Egyptian views for a new film de- 
picting local customs and life. 
Condition was made that the film 
company must show the negative 
to a local censor board before re- 
leasing it anywhere in the world. 


PAR’S FOREIGN HEADS IN 
SUPERVISORY SHIFTS 


George Weltner, assistant to J. 
H. Seidelman, head of Paramount's 
foreign department, returned to 
New York Saturday (16) after a 
three month survey. of the Far 
East. He'll be in charge of the 
h.o. foreign affairs during the next 
month or two, with Seidelman 
abroad, Also returned Saturday to 
this department was C: C, Margon 
after a month’s visit in Central 
America. 

John Hicks, heading the English 
speaking territory of the world for 
Par sails today (19) for London to 
confer with Seide!man and John 
Cecil Graham, head of the British 
office. With him is Jerry Sussman. 


‘Atlantide,’ Silent and 
Sound, Paris Rivals 


Paris, July 9. 

Two productions, one silent and 
one sound, are showing simultane- 
ously in Paris; both are made from 
the same Pierre Benoit novel, ‘At-' 
lantide.’ Silent was made 10 years’ 
ago by Jacques Feyder for Gau- 
mont, and sound was made recently 
by J. W. Pabst for Nero Films. 

Latter’s distribution is done in 
France by Sofar, and is currently 
showing at the Miracles. It was 
offered to the G. F. F. A. circuit, on 
the understanding that they would 
not revive their silent ‘Atlantide’ 
except in provincial minor spots. 

Negotiations failed, and film was 
sold to Natan, resulting inG. F. F. A. 
immediately reviving the silent film 
at the Gaumont Palace, and benefit- 
ing by the publicity given to the 
Miracles showing by the daily ‘In- 
transigeant’ connected with it. 


That Emelka Control 


Berlin, July 8. 

Emelka’s control has again 
changed hands. The new majority 
owners are Consul Ruetgers, son of 
the late general manager of the 
Ruetger’s concern, and General 
Manager Guetzschow, of board of 
the cigaret concern Reemtsma and 
owner of Lothar Stark film com- 
pany. 

The shares held by the three in- 
terests named were formerly owned 
by the French Cohan-Pathe group 
and Emelka’s general manager 
Schach. 

Cohan still owes the Commerz und 
Privatbank approximately $400,000 
for Emelka shares. Ruetgers, how- 
ever, is willing to pay not more than 
$225,000 for the entire block shares. 
It is not yet definite whether Schach 

















Paris, July 18. 


City Fathers, getting wise to 
screen value for propaganda, are 
having a two-reeler made of Paris. 
Idea is, not only to show sights, but 
to set right national and interna- 
tional ideas as to a great many de- 
tails of Paris life misrepresented 
elsewhere. 


Production, titled ‘One Day in 





The Hague, July 7. 

Dutch broadcaster AVRO intro- 
duced two stars to the radio fans: 
De Groot, the violinist, whose rec- 
ords are popular, and Renate 
Mueller, German film star, who 
came over from London, where she 
appeared in the English version of | 
‘Die Privatsekretaerin’ (‘Sunshine | 
Susy’) some time ago and where | 
she has just finished the English | 
version of ‘Maedchen zum Heiraten’ | 
(Marry Me’), 

In a short radio talk with Max 


‘Variety's’ Amsterdam correspon- |; 


up with Ufa for 3 years, 


Paris,’ will be shown in all French 
schools, and plans are made for dis- 
tribution abroad. 





ARGENTINE IN SLUMP 
Buenos Aires, July 12. 
Business locally poor. About 
worst June in history of trade. Re- 
ceipts way down, perhaps by 60%. 
Plenty poor pictures may be the 
answer. The good ’uns click, the 
medium die. Film ads in local 
dailies about a fifth of last year. 
Other forms of exploitation also 
down, hardly any posters except in 





are quoted, 


will remain general manager. 





Kastner, Broke, Suicide 


‘Give Us Profit Pictures’ Slogan 
Of Canadian Exhibs in Fight on 
Ottawa Parley's Quota Proposal 


Toronto, July 18. 
Despite the patriotic ballyhoo of 
press, and even pulpit, independent 
theatre owners of Ontario, Quebec 
and Manitoba have lined up in op- 


position to any legislation for a 
British film quota. English com- 
panies are sending representatives 
to the coming inter-Empire confer- 
ence at Ottawa to press this claim, 
it is understood, but a vigorous op- 
position will meet such a suggestion, 
claim of indie exhibs of these three 
leading provinces being that ‘the- 
atres should be permitted to run 
pictures that will be most profitable, 
irrespective of their origin.’ 

Ontario indies take the lead 
through numerical strength, but 
tests from east and west indicate 
strong disapproval of any British 
quota measure. Dave Burpee, pres, 
of Quebec Allied Theatrical Asso- 
ciation, has forwarded a resolution 
to the premier of Canada denounc- 
ing the proposed British film quota, 
claiming that ‘we are strongly in 
favor of British pictures provided 
they are satisfactory to our the- 
atres, but theatres should be per- 
mitted to run those pictures which 
are most profitable to their busi- 
ness, irrespective of origin.’ 

A similar protest has been framed 
at Winnipeg by the Motion Picture 
Exhibitors’ Association of Manitoba. 
Many theatre owners offered assur- 
ances of patriotic attitude, but 
simultaneously registered a nega- 
tive vote against any film quota pro- 
proposal. 

Indies scout the appointment of a 
new federal authority to exercise 
jurisdiction over what is shown in 
theatres, claiming that the eight ex- 
isting censor boards are sufficient 
to regulate the theatre owner. They 
claim that theatre owners are not 
so blind to their own interests as 
to willingly Show pictures that are 
not wanted by the Canadian public. 
On the other hand, they claim, 
Canadian theatres are privately 
owned and, like other industries, 
are organized for profit. 


Exhibs as Merchants 


Says Oscar R. Hanson, general 
manager of Allied Exhibitors of On- 
tario, an aggregation of approxi- 
mately 145 indie exhibs, in this 
province, ‘Instead of letting the the- 
atre owners and their patrons de- 
cide what pictures shall be shown, 
there is to be some sort of govern- 
ment control. The assumption is 
scarcely fair to the business men 
who operate Canadian theatres. The 
essence of successful management 
and merchandising of goods lies in 
the freedom of the merchant to cater 
to the demands of his customers and 
to buy the most suitable goods in 
the best market. 

‘It can be said without fear of 
denial that British pictures are do- 
ing very well under present condi- 
tions. They have been increasing 
in popularity for the reasons stated 
and they will, in future, get all the 
patronage they deserve. It is not 
necessary for the government to in- 
tervene when the quality of the 
goods has the necessary appeal. It 
is even conceivable that the adop- 
tion of compulsion might make 
British pictures less popular and 
the final result be the exact oppo- 
site to that intended. It is quite 
proper to have a quota in Great 
Britain where pictures are a native 
product. It is quite a different 
matter to establish a quota in Can- 
ada, 





Berlin, July 9. 

One of the most favored actors of 
the past years, Bruno Kastner, com- 
mitted suicide in his hotel room in 
Bad Kreuznach, Rhineland, by 
hanging himself. 

The reason was dis desperate eco- 
nomic position. His pictures were 
for a time in the silent period the 
greatest attraction in Germany. 

Kastner was 42 years old and 
married to the actress Luis Thirsch. 
His first wife was Ida Wuest. 





Quits Paris Producing 

Paris, July 9. 

Paul Oscard may return to Chi- | 
cago. 
He has lately been presentation 
producer at the Gaumont Palace, | 
Paris, but finds it difficult to carry 
on, due to stringent economy policy, 
and poor equipment of theatre, 
which was rebuilt without attention | 
to modern standards. 





‘To compel him to use British pic- 
tures when he is convinced that 


(Continued on page 45) 


Berlin Offers Voice, 


Picture for Mailing 


Leipzig, July 18. 

A novelty will be shown at the 
Leipzig fall fair—an improved rec- 
ord carrying one’s own voice, known 
for some time, which could be sent 
by mail. 

The new slant is an animated pic- 
ture of the person whose voice is 
carried on the record. Not only the 





| words and yoice of the subject will 


be reproduced, but also the moving 


| picture. \ 


The shooting of the picture and 
printing of the voice only take a 
few minutes. The double record 


|} will not cost more than 25 centa 
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‘Binghi’ (or its alternate title, as 
at the Cameo, of ‘The Cockeyed 
Animal World’) is more than a 
travelog short. It runs 35 minutes. 
It split billing with a British-made 
(First Division import) picture, 
‘Condemned to JDeath,’ and, on 
merit, almost exceeded the accred- 
ited principal feature, 

‘Binghi’ glorifies Australia. 
There’s just a bit too much na- 
tionalistic plugging for the An- 
tipodean commonwealth to ring the 
bell with an American audience, 
but very soon Carveth Wells, the 
announcer, with the aid of an ani- 
mated map, proves that the small- 
est of the continents geographically 
is larger than a dozen European 
nations combined and also just 
about exceed the area of the U. S. 
in territory. 

That established, Wells starts at 
Sydney and traverses Australia 
around to Melbourne, Perth, into 
the interior, to other seaport towns, 
and north to the aboriginal sectors, 
giving the auditor a fairly compre- 
hensive and interesting 35 minutes 
of the attractions of Australia. 

It does become a bit monotonous 
towards the end when the animal 
life is dealt with, but that’s almost 
as much the result of the length of 
the footage, although the subject 
matter itself, at this stage, isn’t 
especially inspiring. 

At about this portion of the ex- 
hibition, too, one become~ painfully 
conscious of Wells’ penchant for 
repetitious phraseelogy such as 
‘charming,’ ‘extraordinary’ and ‘re- 
markable.’ 

That 35 minutes is a bit too long. 
Cut it to 2% reels or possibly down 
to 20 minutes and it’s a honey for 
anybody’s film program. It is all 
dub stuff. It is musically under- 
scored, which makes for a general- 
ly pleasant effect, the symphonic 
scoring giving way only to the at- 
mospheric tom-tom stuff or other 
effects appropriate to the subject 
matter. 

M. P. Greenwood Adams is given 
collaborative billing with Carveth 
Wells but the latter is featured per- 
sonality, Abel. 





‘SWITZERLAND’ 
With Lester Allen 
Musi-Comedy Novelty 
8 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Mostly scenic with an attempt at 
comedy and’some vocalizing and toe 
tripping that fails to register posi- 
tively. Starts with a view of an air- 
‘plane compartment and winds into 
a papier mache mountain illusion 
of the Alps. An expensively made 
but ineffective short, surprising to 
behold on a first run screen as the 
Mayfair. It’s hardly filler rating. 
Sound reception terrible when 
caught. May have been reproduc- 
tion fault, Photography nothing to 
holler. 
» Par must have had this one around 
for some time. Looks as if heark- 
ening back to the period in shorts 
production when Par figured on 
making copies on. celluloid of the 
Publix stage show units. If this 
is one of them the idea is floppo. 

Par doesn’t even go in for this 
type of stage unit today. Hence, 
how could it be okay on the screen? 

Shan, 


‘PISCATORIAL PLEASURES’ 
With Pete Smith 

Fishing Series 

9 Mins. 


type of crude comedy at this day 
and age. It’s this sort of thing that's 
helping the double-feature nuisance 
grow into a menace because, hav- 
ing so little merit, exhibs are prac- 
tically automatically excused from 
putting it on. 


Andy Clyde is starred though he 
appears but for a few unimpres- 
sive moments. It starts in a sup- 
posed school with a fat professor 
sporting a Dutch dialect putting a 
bunch of chorines through their 
paces. That’s for the benefit of a 
prospective customer. Then a title 
informs that the professor won the 
gal’s love and they’re now on the 
honeymoon, with the school and 
girls and music discarded to be 
forgotten forever after. Follow 
some idiotic scenes aboard a yacht 
with the bridegroom attempting to 
catch a sword fish and all finally 
falling overboard into the ocean. 
Clyde’s excuse for being stuck into 
the film is that he’s a kibitzing 
uncle who appears every couple of 
minutes, 

Looks like a patch-work job of 
odds and ends left over from previ- 
ous Mack Sennett comedies. 

Kauf. 





RUTH ETTING 

‘Artistic Temper’ 

Musical Sketch 

Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone Nos. 1403-4 


Seemingly having Miss Etting 
under a contract for a series of 
musical sketches, the Brooklyn 
Vitaphone studios are seeing to it 
that the popular songstress is well 
outfitted. These plotlets to set off 
her recognized singing ability serve 
as excellent media for this purpose. 


While the general texture is in- 
tended chiefly as a plausible ex- 
cuse for her singing accomplish- 
ments, an element of punch is in- 
jected by the Sig Herzig-A. Dorian 
Otvos sketches in which Roy Mack 
directs the singing star. 


‘Artistic Temper’ is thus capital- 
ized as good propaganda for the 
acting profession which gives so 
generously of its talents for any 
charity. It is plausibly woven into ! 
the general idea and not alone con- 
tributes to the ultimate purpose of 
showing off Miss Etting’s talents to 
best advantage, but maintain a 
thread of plot interest at the same 
time, Abel. 





‘COLOR SCALES’ 
Pete Smith 
8 Mins. 

Grauman’s Chinese, Hollywood 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Another of the Pete Smith pisca- 
torial dissertations in color. Away 
from the depths of the seas into 





Steinhardt aquarium, San Francis- 
co, where fish from Philippines and | 
South Sea waters are on view. 


Most interesting assemblage of 
some 75 species of odd fish in their 
natural colors. 

Smith had little trouble in gag- 
ging his subject and came through 
with amusing chatter that provided 
a score of real laughs. It is the most 
interesting of the Metro fish re- 
leases, Ung. 





TED HUSING 
‘Sport Slants’ 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1402 
This one of the CBS word-sling- 
er’s Sport Slants series covers two 





State, N. Y. 
Metro 


Of the fishing series made by 
Pete Smith and with Smith doing 
offscreen dialog as a builder-upper 
both on laughs in explanation of 
what's what. Ideal filler. 

A portion of the action is from 
a big boat on a cruise in waters off 
the western coast of Mexico, while 
some are along the shore where sea 
‘elephants are picked up and photo- 
graphed at close range. A few 
shots are from a small rowboat 
carrying fishermen who snare a 
young shark among other things 
and stage a wrestling match with 
it in their little craft. 

Smith’s running dialog very well 
done. It is worded with a view to 
getting laughs and being novel. 
Clicks on both scores. Char. 


‘SOUTH AMERICAN JOURNEY’ 
Travelog 
9 Mins. 
New York, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1341 

This is a silent with an offscreen 
lecture voice describing the scenes 
shown. Called a T.E.M. Newman 
Travelog, it’s interesting enough 
pictorially, but lacks entertainment 
punch for screen except in the 
minor houses. 

Country visited is around Rio de 
Janeiro where shots are shown of 
both the interior country and the 
eeaside. Very mild. Shan. 


subjects: Jai-alai in Havana and 





deep sea fishing off Miami, It is 
well edited and highly interesting | 
both as to the spieling and the edit- | 
ing of the clips, although more run- 
ning time could have been devoted 
to the jai-alai stuff. 

The fast Cuban sport, a combina- 
tion of lacrosse and handball, is 
more interesting than the deep-sea 
stuff, which is a generally familiar 
pattern. In toto, it rates well with 
the rest of the Vitaphone series. 

Abel. 


‘BELIEVE IT OR NOT’ 
Robert L. Ripley 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1364 

This B.I.0O.N.-Ripley short is dis- 
tinguished by Leo Donnelly being 
introduced as the announcer by the 


The opening flashes show Ripley 
in nimrod hat superimposed against 
a steamer as he explains he’s off 
on another world hunt for Believe- 
It-Or-Nots and that Donnelly will 
sub for him in his absence. 

A new caption to the series men- 
tions that 122 countries have been 
combed by Ripley for his collection 
of oddities. Abel. 





cartoonist. Donnelly does a good 
job of the spieling, stringing the, 
various oddities together in nice 
style. 


prizefighter and his night club 
hostess girl friend whose su- 
perficially hard hearts are 
softened by an orphaned waif 
to whom, to their own sur- 
prise and half-protest, they 
devote their lives. Best role 
Bancroft has had in many a 
day. Wynne Gibson does a 
great bit of work as a slangy, 
sharp-tongued Broadway night 
club hostess. 

‘The Purchase Price’ (WB) 
Slow, bucolic Stanwyck drama 
wherein both the star and 
George Brent, the featured 
male player, are miscast. Of 
the same prairie genre as 
Stanwyck’s preceding ‘So Big.’ 

‘Unashamed’ (Metro), Court- 
room drama that trips up on 
its own plot and fails to con- 
vince at the finish, Several 
good performances fail to save 
it. Helen Twelvetrees fea- 
tured. 

‘Radio Patrol’ (U). Crudely 
made melodrama __ glorifying 
the police from rookie to full 
fledged cop with much tire- 
some discussion of copper 
ethics, and a world of forced 
comedy relief. Cast doesn’t 
mean anything and neither 


does the production. Marks 
the return of Lila Lee. 
‘The Stoker’ (Allied). Bet- 


ter than average indie thing, 
for nice showing in the top 
groove of double-features. 
From society to horses with 
Monte Blue in his come-back 
film. 

‘Honor of the Press’ (May- 
fair). Belated member of the 
newspaper cycle. Not in the 
front rank, but good enough to 
single in the B houses. 

‘Night Rider’ (Artclass). 
Harry Carey in a trite plot but 
with fair action. Good enough 
as a horse show, but not am- 
bitious, 

‘Condemned to Death’ (First 
Div). British-made importa- 
tion with no cast names for 
America, of stilted, formula 
mystery pattern. Sluggish and 
generally inept, it’s a double- 
biller strictly. 

‘Black King’ (Southland). 
Cheaply made all colored 
talker intended for Negro the- 
atres. May make a little 
money on strength of title and 
novelty, among colored fans, 
of seeing an all-colored cast, 
which sometimes helps. For 
general rele..se, no chance. 

‘Brand in der Oper’ (Froe- 
lich). Good b. o. prospect be- 
cause of fine exploitation pos- 
sibilities, but somewhat disap- 
pointing because of lack of 
pace, 











PETITION AGAINST SUPREME 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Supreme Features, Ltd. has had 
an involuntary bankruptcy petition 
filed against it by three former em- 
ployees. 

Fred Newmeyer, director, claims 
$750; Harry P. Crist, assistant di- 
rector, $721 and Holbrook ‘Tood, 
$1,946. <All wage claims. 


A deluxe house picture with the 
Constance Bennett name on it which 
ought to do all right without threat- 
ening records. It’s a fan magazine- 
ish interpretation of Hollywood plus 
a couple of twists invariably known 
as the working girls’ delight. A 
waitress becomes a picture star, 
marries a wealthy playboy, loses 
him and gets him back when her 
screen career founders on the sui- 
cide of the director who gave her 
a start. 


Cukor tells it interestingly. Not 
so much for show people, perhaps, 
but the peasantry will like it as 
amusement even if it fails to fully 
convince them, too. Story has its 
exaggergations, but they can sneak 
under the line as theatrical license. 
In any case, there's Miss Bennett 
floating around smartly costumed 
for street or boudoir; Neil Hamil- 
ton is more pleasant than usual as 
the juvenile; Gregory Ratoff is 
closer to some film producers in his 
portrayal than the average audience 
will realize, and Lowell Sherman is 
again to the front with a fine inter- 
pretation of a derelict director. 

For the space of a few feet it 
looks as if there’s going to be a new 
Miss Bennett. This change threat- 
ens to break loose on the transi- 
tion of the waitress (Miss Bennett) 
to stardom. The ascent is quickly 
symbolized, after which the next 
peek at the picture’s lead is on a 
polo field where she is on the make 
two ways, for the camera and Lonny 
Borden (Hamilton). Sequence un- 
folds a different personality for 
Miss Bennett and has her chatter- 
ing with the cryptic veneer suppos- 
edly picked up in show business and 
in direct contrast to her usual suave 
and somewhat lethargic method. 
It’s a good touch promising a change 
of pace for Miss Bennett. It doesn’t 
last. The Connie of the following 
scene is again very familiar. 

Ratoff’s performance is merely a 
romp for him, being simply a repeat 
of what he did last season in Jed 
Harris’ play, ‘Wonder Boy.’ Hamil- 
ton ‘iasn’t much to do. However, he 
will ride through here on his open- 
ing impression, which he deftly han- 
dles, the sharp crossfire upon his 
first meeting with the waitress-star. 
Sherman is excellent throughout,’ 
being given comedy to play, as a 
earefree director almost always in 
his cups most of the way, and de- 
veloping some heavy, moments in 
leading up to his suicide after his 
fall from studio and financial grace. 
His performance is noticeable for 
the close parallel which can be 
drawn between Sherman and Lionel 
Barrymore on gestures as well as 
mannerisms. Both men are working 
very much alike according to the 
evidence submitted here. 

Picture is not without action, as 
it includes an eccentric roughhouse 
between Miss Bennett and Hamilton 
for a strictly scenario made dinner 
over which the boy invades the 
girl’s hotel rooms to pull her from 
bed and carry her to the dining 
room, which has been clear, as she 
requested, with dinner and music, as 
she ordered, only to finally stand 
him up. Also sufficient celluloid on 
studio operation, with Miss Bennett 
getting a chance to chant a brief 
ditty in French. The divorce, baby, 
and newspaper barrage, upon Sher- 
man’s death, follow in order, trailed 





by the final reconciliation in France. 
Film has been well produced and 





The Woman’s Angie 








‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 


preamble and digressive finale. 


‘Radio Patrol’ (WB). 


performance. 


‘Unashamed’ (MGM). 


‘The Purchase Price’ (WB). 
squalid reels, 





| development, 


‘What Price Hollywood?’ (RKO-Pathe). 
gowns, speaking French, having a baby, marrying a millionaire, crash- 
ing the Hollywood gave, imbibing culture, suffering over the world’s 
cruel misunderstanding of a famous picture star. 
luxe ingredients pull heavily for an episodic film that would rather be 
flippant than wracked with box-office sobs. 


Derring-do of the Motor Police. 
to the ladies through the boyish pranks and heart murmurs of graduates 
of the Rookie College, and fails, in spite of Russell Hopton’s winning 


Connie Bennett, modeling 


Personality and de 





A hard-boiled night club hostess and her slug- 
ging prizefighter hero, trapped into caring for an orphaned child. 
situation—rich with human, appealing comedy—weakened by a lengthy 
A good entrant gone wrong. 


Major 





Hopes to appeal 





The peculiar complexities of its characters, 
artificial miming of its cast and deficiency of regulation love interest | 
motivate against hearty feminine support. 
court-room suspense and emotion to interest them in a film that aims to 
be the inside story of a recent, sexy murder case, 





Paramount production and release, stam 
ring George Bancroft. Wynne Gibson 
Charles Starrett and James Gleason feap 


tured. Directed by Stephen Roberts. Orige 
inal story by Grover Jones and Williaim 
Slavens McNutt. Photography, Harry 
Fischbeck, At the Paramount, New York, 
July 15. Running time, 8 mins. 

Slag Dalley... csecveccocces George Bancroft 
Puff Rogers...... Ce ccccccers Wynne Gibson 
Ted Streaver.........++++.+.Charles Starrett 
Pin Streaver...sesees +eeeee James Gleason 
DURE DAOROP accccocccosecssics John Wayne 
COM TORTIGMC . ccccccvccesee Morgan Wallace 





McEwWeeley acicceccece James Cra 
eeeeeeee n 
Doc Hayes.....seeseeesee William Halligan 


Se id sles cons ska canens Billy Butts 
Betty geese deeeasheasendeea Joyce Compton 
Principal Coesecccessces Frank McGlynn, 8r, 
Grocer .ececce Ccececcesece Charles Grapewin 





A deftly hooked-up sentimental 
story built around a rough-ande 
tumble prize-ring dumbbell with a 
heart of gold and a night-club 
hostess with a forked tongue and a 
similar cardiac equipment. It ig 
bound to make new friends for Ban- 
croft and Wynne Gibson, being the 
best story the heavyweight star hag 
had this long time. 

Character has a sympathetic grip, 
comedy is so blended with the sob 
stuff and the whole thing so well 
played that minor flaws of loose 
construction and a clumsy discur« 
siveness fade into insignificance bes 
04 the human pull of the narra« 

ve. 

Picture engages attention prompte 
ly with its vigorous handling of the 
night club and prize ring locale, 
Characters are boldly sketched at 
the very outset, and the whole thin 
planted with real skill for econom 
of footage and sharpness of outline, 

These people from the very start 
grip one’s interest, for they’re hue 
man. Slag Bailey is the typical pug, 
cocky, confident, but going slack, 
Puff Rogers, his girl friend, opee 
rator of a night club, is the type to 
the life. Hard, brittle, fast think. 
ing and fast talking with all her 
human sympathies cautiously put 
on the ice, but with a real fondness 
for the hulking cauliflower mugg, 
about whom, by the way, she has no 
illusions, A sort of Min and Bill 
pair. 

Picture has a series of rough-and» 
tumble battles to provide cinema 
punch and action, but it is the hue 
man element that really controls its 
interest. The scorching comments 
of the girl supply a comedy thread 
through the story, legitimate come 
edy that grows raturally out of 
character and situation, as distine 
guished from comedy relief lugged 
in by deliberate trick and device, 
James Gleason as Slag’s manager 
completes a fascinating trio, doing a 
serious minor part with the same 
deft touch he brings to his comedy 
types, 

Picture builds most of the way, 
but unhappily tapers off toward thé 
end, where it has been burdened 
with heavily laid on sentiment. A 
rather uncalled-for finish, forced 
and labored, does no good to the 
artistry of the complete subject, but 
makes a concession to popular ree 
acti¢n in hectic action. Really the 
high point of the story is the lume 
bering Slag’s breaking of the news 
to an orphaned kid that his father 
is dead, deceased being none other 
than Slag’s former manager (Glea« 
son). This is a genuinely touching 
scene and played to the hilt by Ban« 
croft. 

Rest of it allows itself to scatter 
to the four winds, with only an oce 
casional clash between the pondere 
ous pug and the electric virago to 
hold it together. The hard-boiled 
pair in spite of themselves take care 
of the orphaned waif, staying in the 
hick town on one pretext or another 
and sacrificing themselves for his 
sake, until he becomes a college 
football star and they have spent 
their youth in his behalf. 

A false finish is brought about by 
the appearance of Slag’s old fight 
promotor who seeks to Jure the cole 
lege star into the rine and the bate 
tle of the has-been nug to prevent 
the youngster from following in his 
misguided footsteps. This brings on 
a fist battle between the boy and the 
foster-father in which the boy wins 
the technical decision, but loses in 
a battle of wills. 

Picture is different, holds syme 
pathetic interest during most of its 
footage and in a between-seasons 
reriod of dull product elsewhere will 
command better than ordin*ryv_re- 
turns. Rush. 


RKO-Fiegel Billing Deal 
Bears on Radio City 


RKO has signatured a new five- 
year contract with Alfred E. Fiegel 
Outdoor Advertising. The former 
Fiegel agreement was recently ut- 





der controversy. It originally ran 
for three years and still had two 


But the ladies find enough | years to go. 


New contract, made with H. B. 
Franklin, is for a five-year term and 
makes the Fiegel firm the sole out- 


ric How love came to North Dakota in seven | door medium. 
Principal parts not strong enough to brighten a sombre 
background or validate extravagant situations and mechanical character |tensive outdoor campaign for its 


RKO is reputedly planning an eX- 


Radio City theatres, 
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UNASHAMED 


Metro-Goldwyn production and release. 
Helen Twelvetrees featured. Directed by 
Harry Beaumont. Original story for the 
ecreen by Bayard Veiller. Norbert Brodine, 


photog. At the Capitol, New York, week 
of July 14. Running time, 74 mins. 

Joan Ogden....secseeeess Helen Twelvetrées 
Dick O@deMN...cccccsccesececs Robert Young 
BEGOTH “WERE. ccccccecccccccce: Lewis Stone 
i . Ces 065040000000 6006 Jean Hersholt 
District Attorney Harris...... John Miljan 
WHaEEe BWEkl. ccccecccvccccccs Monroe Owsley 
Bee, CHERMcccocscccoecceces Robert . Warw'ck 
WAPIOTIS. cccccvccccccccces Gertrude Michael 


Familiarity having laid courtroom 
drama pretty low in the talkers, 
‘Unashamed’ is up against a handi- 
cap that would have been trouble- 
some even were this a better pic- 
ture than it is. That it’s obviously 
based on the recent Allen case in 
Philadelphia is its sole bid for new- 
ness, and that’s hardly enough. 

The first half is the build-up for 
the more important developments 
on the witness stand, which is the 
customary formula. That places the 
burden on the court testimony and 
its effect. In this case the testi- 
mony and the motives do not stand 
up, even though the script goes the 


length of having a girl publicly 
acknowledge her fall to save her 
brother from the chair. 


Bayard Veiller, who wrote ‘Un- 
ashamed’ directly for the screen, 
double crossed his own trend of 
thought too often. His heroine is 
the sappiest yet, and never alto- 
gether likeable. This tends to less- 
en the sympathy that should be ac- 
corded her final sacrifice and makes 
a washout of what is intended as 
the big dramatic punch. 

The girl belongs to the wealthy 
class, besides she’s adored by her 
tolerant father and extremely at- 
tached younger brother. Both ob- 
ject to her association with a social 
climber, but she’s in love. The suit- 
or is plainly after her money, be- 
ing a gambler, cruel to his old 
father, and no good a!‘l around. 
When the girl’s father refuses to 
sanction a marriage, the suitor talks 
the girl into spending a night with 
him at a hotel. His bright idea is 
that they’ll tell her father about it 
the next morning, and then he'll 
have to consent. 

But the father still holds out, for- 
giving the girl and condemning her 
betrayer. In the course of an argu- 
ment the brother, who had been out 
all night looking for his sister, 
shoots and kills the villain. 

The girl still loves ner dead lover 
and refuses to testify in her broth- 
er’s behalf, her first statement on 
the witness stand would send him 
to the chair. The ‘unwritten law’ 
alibi having been exploded by the 

rosecuting attorney, the brother's 
lawyer is stuck for a motive, espec- 
jally since the girl has sealed the 
verdict by her testimony. When it 
looks like the finish for her brother, 
she changes her mind and proceeds 
to do an act on the stand. She 
poses as immoral, not caring what 
happens to her brother, and that 
swings the jury’s sentiment over to 
the boy, resulting in an acquittal. 


The fault is that there isn't suffici- 
ent justification for that verdict. 
The girl shows that she wasn’t 
worth all the fuss by her early ac- 
tions, which makes her brother's 
crime foolish rather than valiant. 
He merely protected the honor of 
a girl who didn’t care much about 
her honor in the first place. Her 
betrayer is painted as _ sufficiently 
villainous to partially square the 
shooting, but the fact that the mur- 
der itself is in behalf of an unwor- 
oy person wet blankets the whole 
plot. 


Helen Twelvetrees was borrowed 
from Radio for the lead and she 
plays it very well, but the picture 
doesn’t reciprocate. It won't do 
this actress a particle of good. 
Radio has spent a lot of money 
building Miss Twelvetrees up to star 
rating. It tossed much of that 
ground away by permitting another 
company to use her in a film that 
can’t help but result in loss of 
prestige. That doesn’t testify to 
good business on Radio’s part. 


A competent cast supports Miss 
T welvetrees, She’s surrounded most- 
ly by men and has little or no com- 
petition. Robert Young, Lewis 
Stone, Jean Hersholt, John Miljan 
and *Monroe Owsley all excellent, 
the latter being particularly con- 
vincing as the bad boy. Stone and 
Miljan manage to make some rou- 
tine courtroom dialog sparkle now 
and then. Bige. 


BLACK KING 


Southland production and release. Di- 
rected by Bud Pollard. Story and adapta- 
tion by Donald Heywood. All-colored cast. 








At Lafayette, N. Y., for week starting 
July 9. Running time, 72 mins. 
Charcoal Johnson......../ A. B. Comethiere 
SOO - TAME ix caves 6y0s0040 Vivianne Baber 
~p.. WELLER OTe ree .+eKnolly Mitchell 
COO” 255 5a 504s 05005585 Dan Michaels 
I NE gk Mike Jackson 
Mrs. Bottoms........ Mary Jane Watkins | 
Stephen Carmichael..........-- Len Tucker | 
I SOMME oo 8 ss vans enka eve Harry Gray | 
BN Ws nod 6 0-00.060% 04000 080s Trixie Smith 
Colored film fans, for which in- 
tended, should patrcenize ‘Black 





King’ if for no other reason than 
that the title attracts. of some 


drawing power, also, should be the | 
all-colored cast, although as oper= | 
ators ef Negro theatres will attest, | 


that angle as an important induce- 


ment cannot always be figured on. 

In the South where most of the 
Negro theatres are located a pic- 
ture wth colored talent is usually 
accepted as a novelty. Draw be-| 
tween them and pictures with 
whites, e\en westerns, differs only | 
in that a or all-colored film may | 
do better than one cast of which is|! 
entirely okay. 

‘Black King’ may find a 
stray bookings in smaller white! 
theatres, mostiy in colored com- 
munities where it may fill the bal- 
cony as half of a double bill, but 
generally it is restricted to the 
straight Negro houses. 

Searing the lesser independent 
producing stamp and_ obviously 
made very cheaply, picture’s circu- 
lation cannot be wide As is, the 
average colored fan will probably 
have few complaints, but whites 
would. 


Picture is a quasi-comedy, wav- 
ering between seriousness and bur- 
lesque. Sometimes it is difficult to 
determine whether the action is in- 
tended as serious or whether as 
comedy. It offers much more as 
material for laughs than as drama, 
but whether the colored fan would 
then accept it or not, is another 
question. 


In the first reel or so the picture 
takes itself seriously in the organ- 
ization of a back-to-Africa move- 
ment. It’s led by a deacon spell- 
binder who's taking advantage of 
colored folks who think he is on 
the level. 


Final goal is New York, where 
the young army of the Back-to- 
Africa Movement finally realizes it 
has been following a mythical pot 
of gold, the former boy friend of 
the heroine, who leaves him for the 
self-styled Emperor of the United 
States of Africa, upsett g¢ the 
flesce game. 

Among the laughs and the best 
is the final flash when the up to 
then gaudily-uniformead Emperor 
with Fis vice-Emperors, are walk- 
ing back to Mississinri as tramps. 

There are several ‘damns’ and 
numerous ‘hells’ in the dialog, as 
well as some action that seems to 
have beer interfered with through 
bad cutting or censor shears. The 
acting is clumsy mostly and the 


few 


voice of the lea ing character, 
A. B. Comethiere, recorts very 
poorly. , Char. 


THE PURCHASE PRICE 


Warner Bros. production and _ release 
starring Barbara Stanwyck with George 
Brent featured. Directed by William A. 
Wellman from ‘The Mud Lark,’ Satevepost 
story by Arthur Stringer, adapted by Rob- 
ert Lord. Camera, Sid Hickox; art di- 
rector, Jack Okey. Running time, 68 mins. 
At the Strand, New York, July 14. 


Joan Gordon. ....eeeeees Barbara Stanwyck 
Firm GilsON. ceccseeenesreeeees George Brent 
Ed Fields........ sehobeboeesecs Lyle Talbot 
Don Lesie...... eececeees++Hardie Albright 
Bull McDowell...... eoeee+++-David Landau 
Spike Forgam......+. eseeee+Murray Kinnell 
Emily ....e+. ésecessoveodees ase . mennett 
WOOD “iccvcvese seosecees stoned Matt McHugh 
Justice of the Peace......Clarence Wilson 
His wife...cesccsves eevecss-- Lucille Ward 
Peters 2. ccrriessecdecs eseees-Crauford Kent 


eceeccees Dawn O'DEA 
shncandbbsooces VST FAR 
ccosceseescocse Adele Watson 


Farmer's daughter.. 
Clyde ....cecess 
Mrs, Tipton... 


RADIO PATROL 


Universal production and release. Di- 
rected by Edward Cahn. Featured players: 
Robert Armstrong, Lila Lee, June Clyde 





and Russell Hopton. Story and adapta- 
tion, Tom Reed; camera, Jackson Rose; 
film editor, Henry Lieb. At the Winter 
Garden, New York, July 13 for a week. 
Running time 67 minutes. 
Bill Kennedy............ Robert Armstrong 
Pat ee Russell Hopton 
UC. cere ee esececeseseeecsettcesss Lila Lee 
Wels oNas-os006b.i000000000 ee June Clyde 
oe ere Andy Devine 
REG, BOR < ke cccnecceve Onslow Stevens 
SMOKY’... ceccccccsccces John L, Johnson 
PG tandhsek Vencverseawset Harry Wools 
, 2 esa Sidney Toler | 
Mites + cd cece ddsadtaeuead Jack La Rue 
SUD SRE. bbs ccccentvcceset Joe Girard 
A peculiarly inept melodrama 


which has as its apparent objective 
an effort to bring back the ancient 
thriller technique of the ‘Still Alarm’ 
school, blending that naive method 
with the modern gang story and 
merging the best features of both. 
Not a commercial picture in a gen- 
eral sense, and probably doomed for 
that purpose, certainly so on Broad- 
way. Its real field is police bene- 
fits in which it follows a number of 
Similar productions glorifying the 
worthy fireman. 

Picture gives a hint that it was 
started with quite other designs in 
mind. From time to time there is 
dramatic preparation for a straight 
gang story, but nothing more is 
heard of that angle. As it stands 
it looks like the minor end of a 
Saturday double bill, making its ad- 
dress to the juvenile element. Them 
it will please and probably excite. 

As here assembled it glorifies the 
guardian of the law to the exclu- 
sion of all other interest, including 
that of entertaining cash customers. 
All that is left of the original aim 
is a finale sequence of rather good 
tension, involving an elaborate bat- 
tle between the police force of a big 
city—-identity of the town is never 
disclosed—and a band of bank rob- 
bers. This passage has first-rate 
backgrounding in situation, which 
is shrewdly built up and then goes 
into elaborate effects of motor po- 
lice rushing in from all sides as the 
policeman hero and his side kick 
are facing peril, sirens screaming 
and headlights gleaming as the cars 
and motor bikes rocket through 
busy city streets. 

The rest of the footage is taken 
up with ethical problems of honest 
cops and the other kind ‘with a 
hand out,’ with the training of 
rookies, and finally with a great 
variety of comedy relief, except for 
two episodes which have funerals 
as their settings. There isn’t any- 
where a good reason for introducing 
funeral atmosphere into a film ex- 
cept where the dramatic necessity 
is compelling, and not even then. 
Here both obsequies are uncalled 
for and give the story a gloomy 
mocd where nothing of the kind is 
called for. 

Reason for thinking that the 
story has been violently changed in 
the making or in the cutting is that 
from time to time the narrative 
leaves the locale of police head- 
quarters or patrolman’s beat and 
takes a peek at the gangster over- 
lords. This mob has a deaf and 
dumb servant, a character that is 





Joe seeeese- Snub Pollard 





If Warners don’t get Barbara 
Stanwyck off the soil she'll be in 
the ground cinematically. This is 
her second straight with a pastoral 
motif. 

Both of her last two pictures have 
had the same toil-on-the-soil mo- 
tivation, this one starting a bit 
more colorfully than the Edna Fer- 
ber story, but, despite the introduc- 
tory nite club glamor, it winds up 
very much duller. 

The title refers to the situation 
where Miss Stanwyck pays a Mon- 
treal hotel slavey $100 to take her 
place as a ‘picture bride’ in a matri- 
monial bureau adventure, the maid 
having sent on Miss Stanwyck’s 
picture in the first place. Brent is 
the Dakota farmer with whom she 
takes to the soil for a successful 
agricultural venture after a series 
of preliminary misunderstandings. 

The torch singer, whose past as- 
sociations with a racketeer are 
plainly indicated, skips to Montreal 
in order to make the break com- 
plete. When told that the amorous 
hoodlum was still pursuin’ her, she 
resorts to the ‘picture bride’ thing 
as a way out. 

The best way the picture can be 
handled is from the premise of a 
nite club torch songstress who 
bought a husband for $100. That’s 
the Strand’s exploitation and while 
misleading, considering the prairie 
stuff that follows, it’s at least con- 
sistent. 

The picture cost little to make, 
which is something. With the 
Stanwyck name it should get some- 
wheres. 

Both Stanwyck and Brent are 
100% miscast. For Brent, whom 
Warners are trying to build up asa 
male pash, it's a rough deal com- 


pletely. | 
Lyle Talbot playing the light ! 
heavy is another of the sinister 


Gable school whom Warner Bros. 
have picked up. Like Brent, the 
lead of this picture, he reminds of 
the Metro player, evidencing a de- 
cided weakness on the WB lot for 
that type of mate principal. Tal- 


bot might prove something of a 
surprise in a sympathetic assign- | 
lL ment. Abel. 


built up with sufficient detail to 
make it seem certain it will play 
an important part in the finish. One 
or the other of the minor crooks 
two or three times asks anxiously 
of the principal crook if he’s sure 
the sinister servant is really deaf 
and dumb. You feel that the gro- 
tesque dummy will ultimately do 
something to turn the drama's 
scales one way or the other. In- 
stead he fades out of sight and 
never again comes to the surface. 
Maybe they’re going to make it a 
serial and his heavy work will de- 
velop in another chapter. 

What happens to the picture at 
the Winter Garden probably doesn’t 
matter much. It’s in here just for 
the week. Indeed, in the show that 
had the feature’s first unreeling 
Wednesday (13) evening the trailer 
for the following release announced 
opening of ‘Congorillo’ (U) to start 
July 20. So they didn’t expect much 
of ‘Radio Patrol,’ nobody will be 
disappointed and the Warner lease 
on the Winter Garden hasn’t much 
longer .to go anyway. Incidentally 
‘Radio Patrol’ marks the return to 
the screen of Lila Lee, absent 
through illness several years. 

Rush. 


BRAND IN DER OPER 


(‘Fire in the Opera’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 

Froechlichfilm production. Capital release 
in U. 8. Direction, Carl Froehlich; scen- 
ario, Walter Reisch and Walter Supper 
from a play by Georg Kaiser; phonography, 
F. A. Wagner and Reimar Kuntze; orches- 
tral and choral supervision, Bruno Seidler- 
Winkler; orchestral music played by Beriin 


State Opera. At the Europa, N. Y., on 





Tannhaeuser 


| this picture, 
| can't be passed up entirely. 
ply isn’t as good as it sounds, 


grind run, beginning July 12. Running 
time, 938 mins, 

Pio@iame WAC. ..cessiccss Alexa Engstroem 
MICROSG PANO. .cécccececs Gustav Froehlich 
Otto van Lingen........ Gustav Gruendgens | 
Ce errr Gertrud Arnold 
| His Sister. ...ccccvcecer Marianne Froehlich 
[Theatre Directof..ccccesesees Hans Peppler 
COSBIO? 2.342 0503000 eee JUlius Falkenstein 
Stage Director...,.cccecscece---Paul Mederow 
Olympia cscesencees eees.-Jarmila Nowotna 
WIKOIANS .ccccwccevegesiessce Irmgard Gross 


oes secchasacece Hendrik Appels 
Landgraf von Thueringen 


BITTON vo cecsecceesssseness Werner Engels 


selling points defeat 
somewhat, though it 


Too many 


..-Paul Rehkopf | 
Wolfram von Eschenbach...Gerhard Voege 


It sim- | 
On! 





the credit side are direction by Carl 
Froehlich, Germany's white-haired 
lad as directors go; music from the 
|scores of “‘Tannhauser’ and ‘Tales 
of Hoffman’ sung and played by the 
| Derlin State Opera; a cast headed 
j}by Gustav Froehlich, easily Ger- 
|many’s most personable young 
|actor; and a story by Georg Kaiser. 
one of Germany's best playwrights. 

Lut somehow the whole thing 
Coesn't jell. 

It’s the chronic Teuton fault; an 
|elephantine pace that removes this 
|film from the best film ranks and 
make it just a fairly good picture. 
That and lack of action. 

Story is just a variation of the 
triangle thing, though a neat vari- 
ant. The wealthy man sends his 
secretary to arrange a rendezvous 
with a pretty opera extra. To win 
her, the rich man gets her the lead 
in ‘Hoffman's Tales,’ but she doesn’t 
fall, preferring his secretary in- 
stead. At the opening night per- 
formance fire breaks out in the 
opera house, the young secretary 
saves the gal as well as his patron, 
and everything’s okay. 

Fine acting on the part of the two 
men, Froehlich and Gustav Gruend- 
gens, puts the story over pretty 
well, and the girl, Alexa Engstroem, 
is pretty and pleasant. Jarmilla 
Nowotna, one of the finest German 
singers, sings a beautiful aria. The 
photography is excellent. 

Carl Froehlich gets in some swell 
work by using montage and imagi- 
native camera work on the fire 
scenes and the hospital scenes that 
follow, also getting extraordinary 
clear-cut characterizations from his 
progenitors. 


But throughout the film there’s a 
feeling that it isn’t what it should 
or could be. And 93 minutes is at 
least 20 minutes too long. Kavwuf. 


NIGHT RIDER 


Supreme Features production and Art- 
class release starring Harry Carey and fea- 
turing Elinor Fair. Directed by William 
Nigh. Story and dialog by Harry P. Christ. 
George M. Merrick production manager. 
James Diamond, camera. B,. J. Kroger, 
sound, 

Cast: Jack Weatherby. Geo. F. Hayes, 
Julian Rivero, Nadja, Tom London, Bob 
Kortman, Walter Shumway, Cliff Lyons. 
At Loew's New York theatre one day, July 
12, as one-half of a double bill. Running 
time 33 mins. 








Another encore of the story in 
which the hero fs a mystery charac- 
ter who turns out to be a law officer. 
A mysterious Night Rider has been 
messing things up around the gulch. 
The stranger is suspected, but turns 
out to be the nemesis of the real 
offender. Well photographed, fair 
sound, poor dialog, but generally 
good action. Well up in its class, 
but lacking outstanding appeal. 

Carey is a restrained and gen- 
erally impressive figure as the hero, 
with Elinor Fair tepid in the love 
interest. George F. Hayes gives good 
support as a comedy tramp who 
turns out to be the uncle of the 
heroine, disguised to penetrate the 
mystery of his brother’s death. Less 
effective comedy work is turned in 
by Julian Riviero. The others are 
merely support. 

There is considerable plot de- 
velopment which does not get in the 
way of the action, but the story has 
not been developed to gain real sus- 
pense and this holds it back from a 
proper score. 


LE CHIEN JAUNE 


(‘The Yellow Dog’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, July 6. 


A Petit production Ord Haik release. 
Directed by Jean Tarride. From a novel by 
Georges Simenon. Running time, 95 mins. 
Colisee, Paris. July 3rd. Cast: Abel Tar- 
| ride, Rolla Norman, Rosine Derean, Le 
| Vigan and others. 








Film in every respect is very re- 
|mindful of ‘Nuits du Carrefour,’ di- 
rected by Renoir from another 
George Simenon novel. Story may 
be all right in book form, but in a 


picture it is not very convincing. 
Technically direction is fair, but 
photo and sound poor. Film is a 
chance for Jean Tarride as the di- 
rector to give a big starring part to 
his father, Abel Tarride, whose ac- 
tivities as the detective in charge 
of unraveling a crime fill the foot- 
age. His acting is as satisfactory 
on the screen as on the stage. 
Cast is long, but the only femme 
|}interest is Rosine Derean, who 
plays a little seaport hotel slavey, 
;}and does very nicely with it. She 





HONOR OF THE PRESS 


projuction and Mayfair 
Simmors 


Fanchon Royer 
release. Original story by M. L. 


and J. K. Foster. Screen play and dialog 
by J. T. Neville Directed by Breezy 
Eason. Albert Benham, asst. dir. Ernest 
Miller, camera Frank Ware, film ed‘tor, 
Paul Palm ostola, art director 

Cast: Edward J. Nugent, Rita Le Roy, 
Dorothy Gulliver, Russell Simpson, John 
Ince, Reginald Simpson, Franklin Parker, 
Franklyn Farnum, Vivian Fields, Chas. K, 
French. At Loew's New York theatre one 
day, July 12, as one-half of a double biil, 


Running time 61 mins. 





Rather late entry in the newspae- 
per cycle, and not particularly ime 
portant, but has its moments. 
Can stand alone on most of the B 
houses and makes a good top for a 
double bill. Photography fair, but 
goes overboard on printing presses 
and linotype machines. Sound un- 
even, but distinct, and the story 
carries sufficient interest to get at- 
tention. Should give fair results. 


Story might have been made into 
something more effective, but it will 
get a giggle around New York when 
it tells of two big newspapers in 
East Orange, N. J. Also refers to a 
mint in New York. Deals with a 
cub reporter who gets a job and has 
the usual hankering for by-lines. 
Cannot understand why he tips the 
paper off only to find that another 
reporter ha. beaten him. Blow off 
comes when he phones in the story 
of a holdup just taking place and 
the other man already has the story 
in. 

His sweetheart, a coatroom girl, 
innocently supplies the missing link 
anc the newspaper publisher is 
finally nailed as the head of the 
mystery gang, with the crooked re- 
porter his lieutenant. There were the 
makings of a good story here, but 
they were not intelligently used. 
Even as it stands the story inter- 
ests. 

Edward J. Nugent turns in a nice 
performance as the cub, with Rita 
Le Roy and Dorothy Gulliver as the 
divided love interest. A brief, but 
smooth, performance is delivered by 
John Ince as the police captain, and 
Wheeler Oakman, Russell Simpson 
and others all hold their ends up. 
The players are handicapped by 
their limes, but they manage to 
make their parts convincing in 
spite of stilted dialog. 


THE STOKER 


Hoffman-Allied production and release, 
Starring Monte Blue and featuring Dorothy 
Burgess. Associate producer M. H. Hoff- 
man, Jr.; direction Chester M. Franklin; 
adaptation, F. Hugh Gilbert, from a story 





by Peter B. Kyne; photography, Harry 
Neumann and Tom Galligan. At the 
Beacon, N. Y., on grind, week July 15. 
Running time, 73 mins. 

DICH ..cccce pecece 6ab66tekpaee Monte Blue 
Margarita ....+.e+++e----Dorothy Burgess 
Santono ...++.6- eee recmocecsees Noah Beery 
WORE cviccesoccceed ++se+-Natalie Moorhead 





Monte Blue’s return to the screen 
is made here in a not-too-bad film. 
It’s the first of a series of four 
he’s to do and looks like he might 
get back some sort of his old 
standing. He'll have to talk over 
sound with somebody though. His 
voice doesn’t quite make the grade. 

Almost all indie productions, it 
seems, fall into one of two classes; 
they're either horse operas or what 
are slanderously called ‘society 
dramas.’ This one, just to make 
sure, is a combination of the two. 
There’s the society to start with 
and the canter to finish off. In 
parts, despite flaws, it’s convincing. 

Story is credited to Peter B. 
Kyne. The rich young man is made 
poor by a wife who lets him down. 
Off he goes to become a bum along 
the shore-fronts, which leads him 
to a job as stoker on a South 
American bound boat. From that 
to a job on a plantation, a bandit 
attack, horses, shooting, fisticuffs 
and sweet young love in the form 
of the mistress of the plantation. 
Everything in the world is there— 
but with tongue-in-cheek it makes 
food entertainment. For the double 
feature houses and nabes patron- 
ized by kids it’s a natural. In the 
foreign markets it ought to clean 


p. 
Blue is acceptable in his inter- 
pretation and Dorothy Burgess, op- 
posite, is a beautiful foil. Natalie 
Moorhead is the usual Natalie 
Moorhead as the fickle wife in the 
early sequence and Noah Beery is 
the usual scowling, growling, leer- 
ing, domineering heavy. 
Photography is pretty good, espe- 
cially in the pony cantata section, 
and sound okay throughout, except, 
as mentioned, in the recording of 
Blue’s voice. Kauf. 


FAUT IL LES MARIER? 


(‘Should We Wed Them?’) 
AUSTRIAN MADE) 





|has only acted a comparatively Paris, July 6 
short while, and is developing. An Osseo profuction and setensd. Die 
|Other feature players are Rolla | rected by Cari Lamac and Henri Georges 
| Norman as a tough and Le Vigan | Couzeau. Made in Vienna at the Sacha 
as a crook |studios in German and French. Recorded 
; : 4 Klangfilm. Running time, 90 mins. Gaus 

Simenon’s novel takes place in a/} mont Palace, Paris, July 1. Starring Anny 
smi shi — 7: 24117. | Ondra and Lucien Haroux. “eaturing 
small fishing port—Concarneau Marcelle Praince, G. P. Aumont, Charles 


and shows a crooked doctor, once |} 


|@ partner in a ring bootlegging | 
| booze to America, using murder to 





Film clicks at the Gaumont Pal- 


;escape from associates he double-|ace, pleasantly surprising the pro- 
crossed. | ducer, who didn’t anticipate much 

Locale and types have been con- from the French release. Osso made 
siderably resented in the little town| the film in Vienna on his policy of 


'to the extent that novelists and} 
people concerned in the filmization | 
would find the place hot if they} 
chose it as a spot for a vacation. 


Mazi. | 


thawing out frozen capital. This 


Anny Ondra was instrumental in 

furthering, which would suffice to 

lexplain her starring. However, her 
(Continued on page 37) 
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ON BROADWAY... 


The Lovely Stars 
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Warner Brothers M. G. M, Universal Warner Brothers 
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JEAN HARLOW LILYAN TASHMAN LILLIAN BOND LORETTA YOUNG | {SYLVIA SIDNEY 
M. G, M, Paramount Warner Brothers Paramount 
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LUX Toilet Soap. 


LUPE VELEZ 
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IN HOLLYWOOD... 
kn0W NO FEAR 
of BIRTHDAYS 


They know the 
secret of keeping 


Youthful Charm 


IRTHDAYS haven’t a thing to do with charm!” 4 ae 
stage and screen stars declare. “You can keep MADGE KENNEDY. 
youthful allure right through the years—if you ae" 
know how.” 






























PRET IE cae 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
Paramount 


_ Naturally you want to know the screen stars’ secret. 
‘They are all so radiantly beautiful—in their twenties, of 
leouréé, but in their thirties, their forties, too! 


_ Above everything else you must guard complexion 
.beauty,” the stars will tell you. And 98% of the famous 
actresses will add, “Use Lux Toilet Soap — regularly — as 
‘we do!” | 

Hollywood’s Favorite Beauty Care 


Of Hollywood’s 694 important actresses, including all stars, 
aetually 686 use fragrant Lux Toilet Soap. It has been 
made the official soap for dressing rooms in all the big 
film studios. It is so gentle, so beautifully white. 





CAROLE LOMBARD NANCY CARROLL 
Paramoant Paramount i 
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Surely your skin should have this safe sure care! Buy 
several cakes of this fine soap aiid begin today to guard 


re) complexion beauty as the famous stars do! You’re sure to 
be delighted with the results. 


feat oe ere Gone or cL genie 
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‘SALLY BLANE 


Paramount 
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Beats a Wheel 


Manager who liked the whee : of 
put 


fortune for a free ticket idea, 
who was afraid of the gambling 
angle, worked out a gag that had 


more life and was purely a game of 
skill with a very small payoff. 

He affixed a large button to a 
length of elastic cord about two feet 
long. This was tacked to the center 
of a target without rings. A few 
inches above the center was a white 
spot about the size of a silver dol- 
lar, the remainder of the space be- 
ing lettered with sales copy for the 
picture. There was a barrier five 
feet from the board. 


Thanksgiving Day and checks will | 
| be presented, where possible, in the 
| theatres playing the picture. The 
| contest will be advertised in 16 full 

page ads in the fan mags and 111 


| newspapers in 83 cities. ; 

It is one of the biggest things 
since the same company’s splash for 
‘Check and Double Check.’ 








Three-Legzed Girls 


To get ’em down some night to 
sell a particular show, advertise a. 
three-legged girl as a lobby attrac- 
tion and then arrange to have the 
police help you handle the crowd. 
It’s a bit tough on one of the legs 
so announce limited showing times, 





Trick was to pull the button out 
and let it fly back, hitting the small 
circle. If this was done a pass was 
handed out. Each contestant was 
given three tries, the first two to 
get the hang of it. It could be done, 
but not often. When there was a 
hit the space was painted over with 
a dab of whiting in alcohol, the lat- 
ter to insure quick drying. A hit 
would knock some powder off and 

re the shot. 

Pare so popular that the exhib 
is figuring on using it again. Mean- 
time, it is a craze among the small 
boys, who have rigged up home 
made devices. That helps, too. 


10 Stage Weddings 
+ Lome a ge fl ; 

Working with the Evening ‘News, 
Al Cox, Sanneer of the Capitol, 
pulled what is claimed to be a rec- 
ord stage wedding, tieing in with 
Publix’ anniversary week. 

The ‘News’ started off with an ap- 
peal for six couples to be married 
on the stage of the Capitol, local 
merchants being induced to make 
the usual offers of outfits. 

Cox announced that the first six 
to apply would get the preference, 
but as the offers continued to pour 
in it was decided to build it up. 
Monday and Tuesday there was only 
one wedding each night, but for the 
remaining four days there were 
double bills, two couples being mar- 
ried each night. Even the singles 
packed the theatre the first two 
nights, and they could do no more 
the remaining dates, but they held 
up the average and made a clean 


sweep. 





—— —— 


Miniature Jungles 


If the local toy store has a lot of 
animal figures, it will be no trick at 
all to build a jungla,set for ‘Bring 
*hm Back Alive. Real rocks, or 
heavy wrapping paper soaked in 
paste, and modeled while it is 
still wet, will create a perspective 
which will give the appearance of 
depth. Dress this with real or arti- 
ficial foliage, the latter promoted 
from the millinery department, and 
set the animals in so that they fit 
the scene, placing the smaller toys 
to the rear to give the effect of re- 
moteness. 

Put green lights over the window 
lamps and at the rear use one or 
two reds, if possible. You can have 
them standing around all day long, 
and the crowd itself will be an ad- 
vertisement for the picture. 

Do not attempt a lobby display 
of the toys unless you can protect 
the items against theft. 


Cold Cookery 


Although cooking schools, gen- 
erally done in collaboration with the 
gas company, have made plenty of 
money each winter for theatres 
looking for a matinee buildup, no 
one appears to have tied up the me- 
chanical refrigerators with summer 
cookery, in spite of the fact that 
the women’s pages of the daily pa- 
pers and the home magazines fairly 
bristle with such suggestions. 

Idea is merely to take these rec- 
ipes for ices, salads, etc., and dem- 
onstrate the ease with which they 
may be concocted. Most of the 





about half an hour before the show 
starts. 

.Prepare a raised platform masked 
in with drapes. Old bed spreads can 
be used in a pinch. The alcove 
should be shut in on all sides but 
the front. That has a drop cur- 
tain. 

Girl sits on a box bench just high 
enough to permit her feet to touch 
the floor. Under the bench, which 
is closed in front, cut a hole for one 
leg of a second girl, who lies on a 
low bench. The other girl, entirely 
visible, straddles this extra leg and 
covers the knee with her full skirts, 
but all three legs should be visible 
from shortly below the knee. 

Lecture the stunt in approved mu- 
seum fashion and get an out of 
town girl, as neighbors will recog- 
nize a local. Don’t figure that it 
sounds silly. Try it. It works. 


With Dinner Checks 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Giving away theatre tickets to 
holders of dinner checks has proved 
so successful that Harry Hanson, 
for the RKO Palace, has made a 
permanent weekly tie-up with a 
string of Chapin restaurants. 
Restaurant gives away five tick- 
ets daily, between 5 and 8 p.m, 








For Rural Houses 


With so many county fair asso- 
ciations deciding not to have an 
event this year, and with those who 
do cutting down the prize lists, it 
looks like a natural for rural ex- 
hibitors to hold a private county 
fair. 

Prizes, and even cash, can be pro- 
moted from merchants if a prize is 
announced as ‘The John Smith Com- 
pany prize for the best pumpkin’ or 
whatever is decided upon. 

The county agent can probably. be 
induced to do the judging, and it 
can be whooped into a big lobby or 
foyer display. In a smaller town 
it can be worked into a municipal 
event of size, with the theatre as 
the center of the happenings. En- 
tire cost can be laid off to the mer- 
chants. 

Whether worked as a one-man 
stunt or as a community event, it 
will make money for both the house 
and the merchants. 





Painting George 
New Haven. 

Rivoli theatre here is working a 
stunt along the lines of the Our 
Gang statuette. Opening Saturday 
matinee all children received a 
membership in the George Washing- 
ton Art Club. A set of paints, a 
brush and a color chart went with 
the membership. 

Following week’s statuettes of 
Washington are being given out 
which are to be painted in accord- 
ance with the directions..in the 
chart. There are a number to the 
set, which is supposed to keep in- 
terest alive for several weeks. 
Kids are going for it in a big way. 





Mezzanine Bar 
Los Angeles. 
With Ted Autterson, oldtime bar- 
tender serving free schooners of 





dishes require several hours for 
freezing, but it is no trick at all to 
demonstrate the ease of preparation 
and then serve similar dishes al- 
ready iced. 

A lot of managers appear to be 
overlooking a good bet. 


True to Title 


One good seller for ‘Is My Face 
Red?’ was a street worker who pa- 
raded the town with his face and 
neck made up in the brightest red 
the theatrical make-up shop could 
provide. 

Tough on the perambulator but 
he kept on the shady side of the 
street as much as possible before 
sundown, and the manager was sur- 
prised at the attention paid the 
simple stunt. 

Beauty of the gag is that it cost 
only the price of a couple of sticks 
of grease paint, for the sign was 
home made and one of the ushers 
made the tour. 





Telling the Nation 


Something big is promised from 
the Radio campaign over at least 50 
NBC stations for ‘Phantom of 
Crestwood.’ Idea is to broadcast a 
serial. of the story in five install- 
ments, with the climax withheld and 
cash prizes offered te those sending 
in the best ending after the final 
broadcast. 

Decisions announced 


will be 


near beer, Loew’s State put on a 
de luxe mezzanine bally for ‘Wet 
Parade.’ ILay Duscerne, house man- 
ager, promoted an expensive ma- 
hogany front and back bar from 
the Los Angeles Brewing Co., and 
installed the equipment on the sec- 
ond floor promenade where it was 
liberally patronized. 

Bar is 36 feet long, and bottles 
on back bar carried practically 
every well known label of pre-Vol- 
stead liquors. Barroom was a radi- 
cal departure from the ordinary 
bars used in lobbies for ballyhoo 
purposes. Expensive fixtures fitted 
in perfectly with the elaborate fur- 
nishings on the mezzanine floor of 
the house. 


Lets George Do It 


Manager who is not much of a 
hustler decided to drop his house 
program for the summer. It was 
working well, but the order came 
to use the axe. 

Next week a dry goods store of- 
fered to run the program in its own 
throwaway if permitted use of the 
necessary cuts, so the manager gave 
his approval to the scheme, Store 
gets out a weekly announcement. 
But it didn’t occur to the manager 
to sell off the back page to the store 
for enough to show a profit, or he 





‘Movie Bridge’ 





Los Angeles, July 18. 
Movie Bridge, card game 
based on the principal of kino 
or bingo, was given its initial 
tryout this week as an added 
theatre attraction at the Leim- 
ert, naborhood house operated 
“by Dave Bershon. Game is 
played by means of ‘key’ cards 
of unusual size being placed on 
a rack on stage, with patrons 
holding pasteboards, each car- 
rying a series of card faces. As 
‘key’ cards are shown, patron 
who has corresponding card 
punches his card, and when 
completing a hand, calls ‘Slam.’ 
Game is the invention of 
Harry Woodin, former Fox- 
West Coast manager. Prizes 
are awarded winning patrons, 
and on the first night interest 
was so great the game was 
continued for 18 mins. 











Treating Posters 


Posters used week after week in 
the same window or location are just 
posters. Dressed up, the same post- 
ers can sell. Get an empty store, 
paint the windows with whiting or 
colored dye, scrape away a space 
for the poster and set in a couple. 
Such a display will get more atten- 
tion than a dozen used in the cus- 
tomary locations. 

Mount one on a stretcher, oil it, 
put a flasher lamp behind -it, and 
it will do better work single handed 
than a score of similar posters just 
stuck around anywhere. 

Don’t do the same thing week 
after week. Do something ne | 
each week. It’s easier than i 
sounds. Do some stunts and patrons 
will start suggesting new ideas. 


Midget Barkers 


At the Rialto, N. Y., ‘Freaks’ is 
being heralded by a novel stunt in 
which two midget barkers work 
from a small platform under the 
marquee. 

Probably a giant might attract 
attention, but the midgets get many 
times the attraction value, and they 
are placed where they can reach the 
crowds which pour into the sthway 





in late afternoon and boil out again 
at show time. They catch them 
coming and going. 

Freaks of any sort will help, but 
the midgets are small enough to be 
set above the heads of the crowd 
and be seen by everyone. 


Useful Truck 
Philadelphia. 

Frank MacNamee, of RKO, is 
keeping the local Pathe News sound 
truck busy when it is.not out pop- 
ping news events. He is planning 
to send it around to film local man- 
agers telling about their RKO book- 
ings for the coming season, each 
manager to get a print for his house 
exploitation. . 

For ‘Bring ’Em Back, Alive’ he got 
a picture of the head of the local 
zoo ordering some animals for Fair- 
mount park, to demonstrate that 
Buck really delivers the goods. This 
will be shot into the theatres a week 
ahead of 
and give a local touch to the cam- 
paign. 


Pleading With Parents 


Minneapolis. 

The State sprang a new one in 
eonnection with ‘Red Headed 
Woman.’ 

Instead of barring children, or 
recommending that they remain 
away, the theatre in its trailers and 
newspaper ads pleaded with par- 
ents not to bring or send them, 
pointing out the film’s unsuitable- 
ness for youngsters. 

‘We plead with parents not to 
send or bring their children,’ the 
ads read. 


10c Garage Parking 


Los Angeles. 

In an effort to attract new pat- 
ronage from the outlying districts, 
Loew’s State has tied up with the 
May company store garage. Pa- 
trons are permitted parking privi- 
leges for a dime, which is the low- 
est indoor parking in any section of 
the downtown district Garage is 
three blocks from theatre. 

RKO Orpheum and Hillstreet tried 
out free parking for a time, but 
stopped after a brief trial. 














Merchant’s Free Shows 


Buffalo Center, Ia. 
New Iowa theatre has one packed 
house every week. 
It’s Wednesday nights, when mer- 
chants sponsor a free show for resi- 





dents. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Birmingham. 
Cameo, nabe at Avondale, reopen- 
ing the second time with new sound 
equipment. The College, another 
neighborhooder, located at East 
Lake, has also reopened. 





Spokane. 
Liberty theatre has turned grind. 
Finklestein & Rosenberg, Seattle, 
are operating. Sixth and seventh 
run features make up the daily pro- 
gram changes. 





Los Angeles. 

Al Hansen, Southern California 
division manager for F-WC, has 
sold his Lynwood and Symphony, 
both neighborhood houses, to W. J. 
Zimmerman. 

H. Clay Blanchett opened the 
Pilot, 356-seater in North Holly- 
wood. 





Orrville, O, 
Lester Everett, of Houston, Tex., 
has assumed management of the 
Grand here, succeeding R. J. 
Wheeler. Latter to Michigan City, 
Ind., to become manager of the 
Lake. 





New Haven. 
Harry Cohen shifts from manager 
of the College theatre to operator of 
real estate held by Arthur Theatres 
Corp. 





San Francisco. 

Jack Dillon moves from the local 
Fox exchange to Los Angeles, where 
he succeeds the late Ben Gould as 
manager, 

George Ballentine follows Dillon 
here, coming from Seattle, with 
Herman Edmond moving from Bal- 
timore to Seattle. 





Taylorville, Il. 

Dominic Frisini, who completed 
negotiations for repurchase of the 
Capitol theatre from Fox-West 
Coast, has closed the house for a 
month to redecorate. Purchase of 
the Ritz theatre from the Central 
Theatres Corp. will be completed 
before the end of the month. 





Geneva, Ill. 
Polka Bros., operators of the 
Fargo theatre, and the operators’ 
union, who have been in various 
litigations culminating in a bomb- 
ing three weeks ago, have reached 








might be in better standing with 
‘his division boss, 


a truce. 
uniorm @perators at $50 a week. 


Ashtabula, O. 
Louis J. Frisch and Aug. E. Mor- 
rell have taken over the Capitol, 
Sharon, Pa., succeeding P. J. Pega- 
diotes, who becomes manager of the 
Colonial in that city. 





Los Angeles. 
Luther Pyle replaced E. P. King 
as manager of the F-WC Grenada, 
Inglewood. 





Rockaway Beach, L. I. 
RKO Columbia has changed its 
play-dates from two to three a 
week, 





Hollywood. 
Allan Bode out as assistant man- 
ager at the Mirror to become as- 
sistant to Ted Cunningham at Fox’s 
Arlington, San Francisco, 





Elkin, Ml. 
Rialto theatre has reopened, tak- 
ing over the first run programs of 
the Crocker, closed; 





San Francisco. 
Art Miller back with F-WC as 
manager. Assigned to recently ac- 
quired State in Oakland, Cal. 





New York. 
Sam Maurice, formerly manager 
of the Fox, Brooklyn, has been as- 
signed as city manager for Hart- 
ford, with Arthur Theatres Corp., 
succeeding Terry Thomas. 





Hollywood. 
Ed Carpenter company manager 
for Fanchon & Marco's ‘Above the 
Clouds’ unit. 
Bill Gleason, former city manager 
at Bakersfield for Fox-West Coast, 
will also take out a F&M company. 





Platteville, Wis. 
Chris Cerades, owner of the Gem 
Theatre building, has bought out in- 
terests of Edward Olson, lessee. 
Will continue operation. 





Albany, N. Y. 
Edward Hayes, formerly with Ed- 
ucational, moves into First Divi- 
sion as salesman. 





Albany, N. Y. 
Lou Fisher, of Fort Edward, 
closed the Bradley House there and 
moved to Kingston. 





Theatre will employ three) 


Rialto, Glens Falls, operated by 
| William Benton, reopened by J. A. 
' Fitzgerald. 


the animal symposium’ 





Vacation Contest 


Denver. 
With vacation time at hand, ‘teve 
Brodie, doing exploitation for the 
Huffman theatres, has tied up with 
the Rocky Mountain Transportation 
Co., operators of buses and moun. 
tain resort hotels, and after a ticket 
selling campaign, sent 25 young 
women on a week's vacation with- 
out cost to the theatres excepting 

the incidental printing and such. 
The girls did not havé to sell any 
tickets unless they desired—just 
asked their friends to vote for them 


when they went to a show. Nom- 
inations were counted as 1,000 
votes. 


Girls were sent to Estes Park anq' 


Grand Lake, company furnishing 
the accommodations, etc. In this 
c&se 10 were sent from the Alad- 
din theatre, five from the:,Tabor 
and Rialto, three from the Bluebird 
and two from the Bideawee 


Technical End 


Robert Collier, in Fox-W. C. aa 
manual, urges his managers to make 
friends in all branches of the news- 
paper instead of merely getting on 
good terms with the picture editor 
and ad manager. He stresses im- 
portance of contact with the come 
posing room foreman and the com- 
positor who actually sets the ads, 
He points out that these men can 
make or mar the fheatre displays. 

It is vital to best results that the 
mechanical staff be friendly with 
the theatre. They are hired to do 
the best they can with the copy 
turned in, but they are not paid to 





| tell a manager how to lay out his 


stuff. If they are consulted, they 
will be glad to give invaluable tips, 
can suggest new faces added to the 
cases or magazines, point out ef- 
fects to be gained and produce a 
far more inviting display than if 
they merely received the copy from 
aman they never met. 

Get on friendly terms with these 
men and you'll get twice as much 
for your money at the cost of an 
occasional cigar and a still more 
frequent pass. 





Highway Dancing 
Chicago. 

To open the Melody Mill, @ance< 
hall on the _ outskirts, Publicist- 
Manager Jonas Perlberg arranged 
for 15 couples to dance three miles 
along concrete highway. An auto- 
mobile bearing a phonograph pre- 
ceded cach couple. 

City police gave the necessary 
sanction and tie-ups provided ma- 
chines, cars and dancers. 





Dancing Bathers 7 j 


Astoria, Ore. 

Just before he left the~ Liberty, 
Edgar Hart pulled a bathing beauty 
revue with the J.C. Penny Co. Lat- 
ter supplied the girls and took a 
page ad to tell the customers about 
the show. 

Feature of the ad was a special 
panel for each of the eight girls, 
giving her name and telling the style 
of suit she would wear. It gave a 
touch of personality to the display. 





Free Haircuts 


Looking around for pep idea for 
his kid club, a manager has ‘shear- 
ing day” when all members, with 
maternal consent go to the clippers. 
Nearby barber was promoted to. do 
the job free on the argumefit that 
the youngster would need another 
haircut pretty soon and would re- 
member. 

Barber liked it so well he:has of- 
fered to come back for more trips 
and give 10 little girls a bob each 
trip. 





Milk Maids 
Seattle. 


Fifth Avenue (F-WC) had milk 
cows on the stage one night for 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ and 
two milkmaids. Latter milked a 
bucketful each for $25 cash prize 
and a season pass. 

Carnation Farms furnished cows 
and maids, also some advertising. 
Jim Clemmer had blanketed the 
stage floor for emergency. protec- 
tion. 





Embarrassing ‘ 
Lincoln. 
Stuart theatre found that adver- 
tising is apt to get results in more 
ways than one. Recently doing 
some extensive hoopee for ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ handbills, printed 
in red ink, were thrown into parked 
cars. 
Later, there were squawks from 
those who had unknowingly sat on 
the undried inking. 


Official Welcome 


San Francisco. 

Roadshowing of ‘Grand Hotel’ in 
Vallejo gave Jack Ryan, F-WC 
manager there, an excuse to do a 
little political wire-pulling. 

tyan had the city council draw 
up an official proclamation welcom- 
ing the M-G-M picture and plas- 
tered the pronunciamento on front 
of one of the dailies there. 
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EUGENE 


O'NEILL 
author of 
“Strange Interlude” 





ZANE GREY 
author of 
“Riders of the 
Purple Sage’”’ 








DONALD 
HENDERSON 
CLARKE 
author of 
“Millie” and 
“Impatient Virgin” 





MADELON 
ST. DENNIS 
author of 
“The Spider Orchid 
Mystery” 





WILSON 
MIZNER 
author of 
“Romance of the 
Underworld” 





MARTHA 
STANLEY 
whose play 
“My Son” 
was made famous 
vy Alla Nazimova 


REX BEACH 
author of 
“The Spoilers’’ 








RALPH SPENCE 
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action pictures. 


VINA DELMAR 








LDS BEST SI 


A sure foundation of entertainment for any theatre. 
Twenty-one feature pictures. Each from a story by a 
famous writer known to millions of picture fans and 
fiction readers. And a series of eight great western 
The authors are best sellers in the 
book stores and magazines. The pictures will be best 
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eae BALDWIN 
oye ¢ sellers at your box-office. Weekend 
“Bad Giri" Marriage” 


HYPNOTIZED...with MORAN and MACK 
and a great all star cast. MACK SENNETT’S 


most ambitious feature comedy production. 





KBS Productions 
Produced at California TIFFANY Studios 


GAMBLING IN SOULS...from the play ‘“Reck. 
lessness” by EUGENE O'NEILL. 


SUMMER RESORT...from “Not a Day Over 
Twenty-one,” by EDNA FERBER. 


THE WAY OF ALL WOMEN...from “Rosalie’s 
Career,” by FAITH BALDWIN. 


A STUDY IN SCARLET...a Sherlock Holmes 
Adventure, by SIR ARTHUR CONAN 


DOYLE. 


UPTOWN NEW YORK...from “Uptown Woman,” 
by VINA DELMAR. 


GUILTY CONSCIENCE...2 moving challenge 


to capital punishment. From “Quicksand,” by 


REX BEACH. 


BABY FACE...from the magazine serial story 
by DONALD HENDERSON CLARKE. 


FALSE FACES...a doctor’s career turned into 
a racket. From “Ugly People,” by KUBEC 


GLASMON. 
TEMPEST AND SUNSHINE...a novel musical 


romance adapted from the famous story by 


MARY J. HOLMES. 


THE DEATH KISS...a fantastic night club mur. 
der mystery, by MADELON ST. DENNIS. 


KEN MAYNARD WESTERNS...Eight rip roarin’ 


action pictures, packed with hard ridin’ and 
harder fightin’. 


Titles of Pictures and Assignments 


Sherlock Holmes 
Detective Stories 
SIR ARTHUR 
CONAN DOYLE we = 


author of 
“The Gorilla”’ 

















THE CROOKED CIRCLE...a melodramatic mys. 
tery comedy, by RALPH SPENCE. A Wil- 


liam Sistrom Production. 


TWO KINDS OF LOVE...from “Thirtieth Birth. 
day,” by URSULA PARROTT. 


ALIMONY RACKET...the searchlight of reason 
on a sore spot in modern life. By GOUVER- 


NEUR MORRIS. A Ben Zeidman Pro- 


duction, 


HOLLYWOOD BALLYHOO...A comedy ro. 


mance of the land of super-ballyhoo, by 
WILSON MIZNER. A Bryan Foy Pro. 


duction. 


WEST OF THE PECOS...from the story just 
serialized in the American Magazine, by ZANE 


GREY. A William Sistrom Production. 


SNAKE BITE... a vivid drama of the Sahara, 
by ROBERT HICHENS. An Edwin Car. 


ewe Production. 


TARMISHED YOUTH... from the play “My 
Son,” by MARTHA STANLEY, made famous 
on stage and screen by Alla Nazimova. An Ed. 
win Carewe Production. 


FOOL’S PARADISE...the Paradise of the Pa. 


cific turned into a fool’s paradise by an exotic 
adventuress. By SADA COWAN., An Edwin 


Carewe Production. 


BREACH OF PROMISE...from “Obscurity” 
by RUPERT HUGHES. An Edwin Car. 
ewe Production Benjamin Verschliser, Co. 
producer, 


WHERE LONELY LADIES WALK... the curious 


adventures of two women of far different moral 


By TIFFANY THAYER. 


standards. 


to Producers Subject to Change 


MARY J. 
HOLMES 


author of 




















GOUVERNEUR 
MORRIS 


a author of 
we AG “Lena Rivers” “Anbody’s Woman” 

















WORLD WIDE PICTURES, Inc. 


E. W. HAMMONS, Chairman, Executive Committee 


JOE BRANDT, President 
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EDNA FERBER 
author of 
“Cimarron,” 
“Showboat,” 
“So Big” 





TIFFANY 

THAYER 

author of 
“Thirteen Men” and 
“Thirteen Women” 





URSULA 
PARROTT 
author of 
“Ex-.Wife,”’ 


“Strangers Ma 
Kiss” ° 


RUPERT 
HUGHES 


author o 
“ladies Man” 


SADA COWAN 
author of 
a From 
aris” 


KUBEC 
GLASMON 
author of 
“Public Enemy,” 
“Smart Money,” 
“Larceny Lane” 


ROBERT 
HICHENS 
iuthor of 
“The Garden of 
Allah” 
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ARNUM an 
BAILEYHOO IT 
TO THE SRIES: 


@ The one and only talking picture made 
entirely in Africa @ With Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Johnson (supreme box office names) 
in their best picture @ The first genuine 
gorilla fight ever screened (sensational!) @ A 
thousand other thrills wrenched from dark- 
est Africa’s heart @ A mammoth 12-page, 
2-color campaign book (demand it!) @ The 
livest, flashiest paper ever made e BOYS 
YOU’RE SET FOR A MOP-UP! 


FOX PICTURE 








































































Mr. & Mrs. 
MARTIN JOHNSON 
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PP Starts Selling, 
Leaving MG Lone 
Distrib to Tee Off 


While the other majors are al- 
ready working out national deals 
with chains, Metro is laying off 
until around Aug. 1 when it will 
start out to sell its new product, 
With a number of pictures yet to 
be delivered on the current sched- 
ule Metro, at the same time, senses 
sales psychology in deferring con- 
tract time to August. 

Among contenti ns. within M-G 
gales forces is that the time is not 
propitious to contact accounts, ask- 
ing for definite commitments in ad- 
vance of the average exhibitor’s de- 
cision as to what he will do the 
coming season. . 

Other majors, intkuding Para- 
mount which has been holding back 
up to now, have gotten under way 
during the past week following 
stray deals here and there of minor 
importance. 

Warners and Paramount started 
to lay the groundwork for their ex- 
change deals with the, Publix buy 
of WB-FN film the first on the P-P 
schedule to be worked out. This 
will be the first deal with any dis- 
trib that the Publix chain goes to 
bat on. Meanwhile, Paramount is 
working on deals with other chains, 
but none have progressed past the 
premature stage. Fox is also busy 
on its program with the wires out 
in many directions. 

Too Early to Tell 

Aside from the franchises; includ- 
ing Metro, United Artists and War- 
ner Bros. for Publix; United Art- 
ists for Loew's, Paramount and 
Universal for RKO and others, no 
one can tell how the product of any 
company is definitely going so far. 
Most important deal written is the 
WB-FN contract covering Loew’s 
Greater New York houses. 

There has been a general tendency 
to delay this season, with Para- 
mount having threatened to hold 
out longer than the others, but fall- 
ing in line suddenly. Metro is now 
left as the lone distributor to tee 
off with the theatres,. 

M-G feels that ‘the industry 
should go back to its old policy of 
starting to sell film on the new 
season in September. During late 
years the selling season has grad- 
ually moved back until last year 
distribs were writing. business as 
early as April. In Metro’s opinion, 
the distribs were beginning to meet 
themselves. 

The Hays office made no effective 
effort toward holding back distribs 
who figured that by getting out to 
sell early they could grab a lot of 
business competitors weren’t ready 
to write, causing this situation, 








Zoning Verdict 





(Continued from page 5) 
past because of an arrogant attitude 
credited to some of the companies. 
New Attitude 

Fear that exhibitor groups will 
seek the same process of law to en- 
force home rule was admitted at 
the same time to be playing the 
biggest influence in shaping distrib- 
ution’s new attitude toward protec- 
tion differences. 

Instead of yearly, distributor rep- 
resehtatives now feel that territories 
shoyld be re-zoned every six 
months, Changes brought about by 
such. as hurried 
closings and voluntary switches in 
run ,classifications, are held up as 
necessitating closer survey and 
more frequent revisions of the in- 
dustry’s booking map. 

In' the Cleveland action, which is 
credited with bringing the zoning 
issue to a national head, the suit 
was filed about eight months ago 
in the Cleveland district of the Fed- 
eral Court: by the Motion Picture 
Theatré Owners of Cleveland who 
were represented by Sam Horowitz. 
Testimony of leading picture exec- 
utivés, including Adolph Zukor, Sam 
Katg and Will Hays, was taken by 
depgsition in New York. At that 
time picture spokesmen virtually 
sneered at the exhibitor action, al- 
luding to it as ‘another one of those 
things.’ 

The decree is conceded to be one 
of the ‘most novelly effected solu- 
tions in the industry’s long court 
annals... Distributors acceded to 
many of:the exhibitor demands and 
the compromise was handed up to 
the court which, in turn, filed it as 
an official decree. 





Not by Scale 





Plumbing contractor built a 
theatre on spec, failed to sell 
it and fired the manager be- 
cause the house was losing 
money. He took over the man-« 
agement himself and after 
two profitable weeks announced 
it was a cinch. 

He has continued to manage 
the theatre with the result it 
has eaten up all the profits of 
his plumbing business and he 
has had to install his wife as 
cashier and do all the janitor 
work himself. 

Meanwhile, he is paying a 
large booking fee, apparently 
unaware that the same booker, 
for a smaller fee, is also book- 
ing his opposition. The plumber 
pays more for subsequent runs 
than his competitor who has 
seven days protection on him. 











Doorman’s Radio 
Contest Idea Into 
24 G-S Theatres 


Chicago, July 18. 

A suggestion made by a doorman 
in Bloomington, Ill, has _ been 
adopted and is being used as a busi- 
ness stimulator in 24 Publix-Great 
States towns throughout Illinois. 
It’s a twist to amateur night in- 
volving the construction in each 
town of a soundproof glass-fronted 
broadcasting booth to be used on 
the stage for ‘radio impersonation’ 
contests. 

Made of beaver board and cheap 
materials the booths cost about $25 
each. 

Unlike most amateur contests, 
where all comers are excepted, elim- 
ination rehearsals are held in the 
morning and the three best are se- 
lected by the house managers. After 
five local contests the winner goes 
to a neighboring town where the 
divisional contest will be held. 

Southern division run-off will be 
held in Peoria. Northern group will 
climax in Joliet. Dick Berger, for 
Great States, is handling the stunt. 


ACADEMY CAMPAIGN ON 
PACT-AFFECTED TALENT 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Now that the Academy version of 
the producers’ agreement is set, 
former is moving to bring into its 
ranks those unaffiliated who will 
be affected by the pact. 

Only about half of those involved 
—people holding contracts for one 
year or more—are members of the 
Academy and bids are being sent 
about 150 of these immediately and 
others later. 


Radio’s Busy Period 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

With 16 pictures now in various 
stages of production, Radio is in the 
throes of another busy period. 

Of this film group six are now in 
work, two are being cut and eight 
are in the last stages of prepara- 
tion ready to start before the month 
is over. Ready for the cameras are: 
‘Animal Kingdom,’ ‘Rock-a-Bye,’ 
‘Phantom of Crestwood,’ ‘Secrets of 
the French Police,’ .‘Sport Page,’ 
‘The Conquerors,’ untitled Cooper- 
Schoedsack and an untitled Ken- 
nedy-Sweet comedy. 


RKO Retaining Keith 


Name on Only 1 in Boston 


Boston, July 18. 

Keith name has been ordered off 
the Keith-Boston immediately by 
the home office. In future the 
house will be known as the RKO 
Boston. The new Keith’s Memorial, 
however, retains that appellation, 
to the called in the future the RKO 
Keith. 

Other changes include cutting 
the admission from 66c top to 55c 
top. 


San Diego Orph. Sale 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Orpheum Realty Company, through 
its subsidiary, San Diego holding 
company, purchased the Common- 
wealth building, housing Orpheum 
theatre in San Diego for $1,000,000. 

RKO took a 50-year lease on the 
house over from Pantages three 
years ago and turned the property 
over to Fox a year later. Fox still 
lhas three years to operate. 


























| Orph, L. A. Realizes That On Im- 





FALSE ECONOMY 





proper Ad Setting 





Los Angeles, July 18. 

After a two day trial the Or- 
pheum has abandoned setting of 
house ads by local newspapers in- 
stead of by outside typographers. 

Disregard of type instructions 
and failure to get proofs back on 
time necessitated a return to the 
former practice, with the house fig- 
uring it lost more than the few dol- 
lars saved by the switch. 


VOLUNTARY CUT TAKEN 
BY OPERATORS IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 

Taking cognizance of local condi- 
tions, local operators’ union took a 
cut last week without any solicita- 
tion on the part of the theatre 
managers. Asking for a conference 
with the film house executives, pro- 
jectionists accepted a_ reduction 
amounting to 25%, which is to run 
for 10 weeks, or until Sept. 17. 

At that time operators will take 
a 5% slash from the agreed scale 
until the end of their present con- 
tract with the theatres, which has 
until September, 1933, to run. 

In no case is man power affected. 


Judge Reduces Sentence 
On Will Horwitz to Year 


Galveston, July 18. 
Federal judge here reduced the 
sentence of Will Horwitz, Houston 
theatre man, from 18 months to one 
year, but let the $5,000 fine stick. 
Horwitz, convicted some months 
ago of violating the lottery law in 
connection with operation of the 
station XED, at Reynosa, Mexico, 
will appeal. No change in the six 
months suspended sentence given 
Mrs. Horwitz. 


























Complete Research 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Production of a motion pic- 
ture from the time the story 
is selected until the film is in 
the can is the subject selected 
by Ralph Staub for one of his 
Screen Snapshot (Col) series. 

Effort is now in production 
and will reveal all the major 
workings of a picture studio. 














Salvation army officer filed a 
clemency petition with the court 
bearing 20,000 signatures. i 


Studio Placements 


David Manners, ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment,’ Radio. 








John Cromwell to direct ‘Three 
Came Unarmed,’ Radio. 

Vince Barnett, ‘Night Mayor,’ 
Col. 


Tom Jackson, ‘All the Evidence,’ 
Bachman. 


Alec Francis, Alan Roscoe, Kit 
Guard, ‘13th Man.’ 

Thomas Meighan, Zasu Pitts, 
‘Madison Square Garden,’ Chas. 
Rogers, 


James Gleason, ‘Crooked Circle,’ 
World-Wide. 

Harry J. Edwards directing first 
Andy Clyde short, Ed. 

Nell O'Day, ‘Jubilo,’ Fox. 

Clive Brook, ‘Cavalcade? and 
‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 

John David Horsley, lead in first 
Nat Ross ‘Collegiate’ short, ‘Boy- 
cott,’ Van Buren-Radio., 

Adaptation assignments at WB: 
Howard Green, ‘I’m a Fugitive’; 
Wilson Mizner and Brown Holmes, 
‘20,000 Years in Sing-Sing’; Earl 
Baldwin, ‘Central Park.’ 

Jane Murfin to adapt untitled Ann 
Harding film, Radio. 

Alexander Kirkland, ‘Tess 
Storm Country,’ Fox. 

Jerry Tucker, ‘Blonde Venus,’ 
Par. 

Walter Connelly, ‘Bitter Tea,’ Col. 

Cornelius Keefe, Robert Frazer, 
James Gleason, ‘Crooked Circle,’ 
Wide-World. 

Walter Lang to direct ‘No More 
Orchids,’ Col. . 

Jacques Deyder to direct ‘Red 
Dust,’ M-G, John Gilbert and Jean 
Harlow featured. 

Charles Farrell, ‘Central Park,’ 


of 


WB. 

Wallis Clark, ‘Night Mayor,’ Col. 

Gertrude Purcell to adapt ‘Vanity 
Street,’ Col. 

Pauline Frederick, Sam Hardy 
and George E. Stone, ‘Phantom of 
Crestwood,’ Radio, 


Radio Preparing Ads 
At Coast Studio, Too 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Radio studio is following the 
Paramount-Metro hunch of origin- 
ating its ad layouts out here, Re- 
ported to be at the urging of B, P. 
Kahne, film firm’s prexy. 

Eddie Eckles, editor of RKO’s 
‘Now,’ house organ, leaves New 
York late this week for the Coast. 
He goes to assume new duties at 
the Radio studio as advertising aid 
to the home office p. and e. depart- 
ment, .He will split work with Don 





| present contract for two more years. 





Eddy, in charge at the studio, 
His successor on the house organ | 
hasn’t been named. 


| the Crotona, 


Battle Royal Looms 
Between N. Y. Indies 
And 306 in Sept. 


A fierce battle is in prospect” be- 
tween independent New York ex- 
hibitors and Sam Kaplan’s operator 
local, No. 306, when they go to bat 
some time next month over the 
question of a new contract, to date 
from Sept. 1. The indies are alone 
in their offensive against the union, 
since the major chains, on a 10% 
cut last May, agreed to automatic 
extension of the present contract 
for two years. 

The independents are making no 
bones about what they want from 
306. Already girding for strife, they 
are discussing demands for tre- 
mendous cuts in booth scales. One 
indie spokesman states that the 

iotham exhibitor must get back to 
the 1926 or pre-prosperity scales. 

Last spring, when 306 handed the 
chains a 10% cut, the same offer 
was made the independents. Most 
of them rejected it rather than sign 
until Aug. 31, 1934. Since then there 
has been some discussion concern- 
ing an offer of an additional 10% 
to the indies. 

One of the bigger Manhattan 
indie circuits is said to be demand- 
ing a 331-3% cut if okaying the 








° " * + 
Music Back in Cohan’s 
° 4 . 7 ' - 
Film, Now It’s Satire 
' Hellywood, July 18. 
Switching George M. Cohan's 
‘Phantom President’ back to a sa- 
tire, from melodrama, at Para- 
mount brings the original ‘score 
concocted by Rodgers and Hart 
back into the picture. 


Team has written about 12 num- 
bers, including much rhymed dialog. 





Brown Out 





(Continued from page 5) 


tric and Westinghouse will supply 
RKO with what money may be 
needed with no immediate need for 
financial aid. 

The company, however, may soon 
issue a call for the balance of the 
$11,000,000 of $5 debenture subscrip- 
tions from stockholders. It has not 
yet been decided when such a call 
may be made, This was left to the 
discretion of the company heads by 
the board. 

Skouras Deal 

Pooling deal with Skouras_ calls 
for RKO to book and buy pictures 
and vaude for certain spots in New 
York operated by both parties with 
an out-and-out operating pool ar- 
ranged for in Spokane and Tacoma 
out west. 

In Spokane Skouras takes over thé 
operation of RKO’s Orpheum, 
pooled with FWC spots in that town, 
while RKO gets the FWC house in 
Tacoma for operation, Skouras will 
buy the film product for these towns 
and all coast RKO houses. 

The New York end calls for the 
pooling of policies between the RKO 
Jefferson and the Skouras Academy, 
downtown, and the Skouras Audu- 
bon and RKO Coliseum uptown. 
Each firm retains its operating jur- 
isdiction, but RKO buys and books 
both films and vaude for any of the 
houses named. 

Under this plan the Academy 
sticks to vaud-film policy, and the 
Jefferson continues straight films. 
In the uptown sector the Audubon 
shifts to straight pictures, while the 
Coliseum retains its combo policy. 

AdditionaHy, RKO gets the privi- 
lege of buying and booking vaude 
and pictures“ into three other 


New N. Y. Fire Tax Plan May Tap 
1,000 N. Y. Cinemas $500 


Each Yearly 


According to N. Y. Fire Commis- 
sioner John J. Dorman’s fire tax 
plan, and the announced propor« 
tionate estimated revenue to be de=- 
rived, there are around 1,218 thea- 
tres in New York City which may 
be affected by the various fire taxes 
About 1,000 of these are 
film houses. The commissioner ex- 
pects to raise upwards of $600,- 
000 of his estimated new $2,000,000 
revenue, from the theatres, Re- 
maining comes from other struc- 
tures. That’s approximately $500 
per theatre annually. 

Of this amount $500,000 
pected to be raised from 218 thea- 
tres where uniformed firemen are 
now stationed. That’s based on the 
firemen’s salaries of $3,000 annually. 
The other $100,000 annually is ex- 
pected from a $10 monthly charge 
of inspection from an _ estimated 
1,000 straight film spots. 

Whether the picture houses take 
any concerted action is still to be 
made known, So far only an un- 
official investigation has been un- 
dertaken by the law firm of Sutton 
& lLinet. Dorman’s plan is now 
before Mayor Walker. 

Great Burden 


Considering the current burdens 
of theatre owners, what with condi- 
tions at the b.o. and the new Federal 
admission taxes, considerable op- 
position from theatre owners to any 
additional tax burden such as pro- 
posed by Fire. Commissioner Dor- 





proposed. 


is exe 


man, is expected from the show 
people. 
Commissioner Dorman has 


planned his proposal with only a 
slight out for the theatre owners. 
If the film theatre owners object 
to the tax they may place their 
own watchman on the job. Under 
such conditions Dorman hopes to 
subject each wateliman to strictest 
examination and charge $10 an- 
nually for each’ certificate issued. 

Owners employing such watchmen 
may have no objection, but the city 
charter provides for watchmen only 
in ‘non-fireproot structures. Thus, 
a theatre presumed to be fireproof 
and okay before being permitted to 
operate, may not need such watch- 
men. 

The proposed tax is to be devoted 
to the firemen’s pension fund, thus 
offering a curious angle whereby 
property and theatre owners are 
compelled to keep up the fund as 
against the firemen themselves or 
the city directly. 

With the object of getting in- 
surance companies to reduce pre- 
miums of fire policies on New York 
theatres from 30-50%, the TOCC 
Monday. (18) commissioned several 
groups of engineers to survey every 
theatre in the city. This action 
follows the revision of the city’s 
fire laws. 

Charles O'Reilly, head of the 
TOCC, which includes most of the 
major circuits as well as independ- 
ents, declares that with the greater 
latitude which the amended laws 
provide, the insurance companies 
should make concessions in rates. 

The survey Which will take the 
next 10 weeks to complete,’ will 
show, it is hoped, that fire insurance 
companies have paid out less money 
to the picture industry than any 
other industry in New York during 
the past five years, according to 
O'Reilly. 





New Haven, July 18. 

Local theatre owners are burning 
as result of proposed ordinance of- 
fered by fire marshal. 

Ordinance is the outcome of ace 
tion by the local Arthur theatres in 
reducing stage crews in houses 
showing only pictures. Ordinance 
‘originally demanded use of two men 
over 21 years of age backstage in 
any auditorium of 1,500 or more 
seats provided equipment of builde 
ing included a stage. 

Owners attempted to get around 
this condition by removing enough 
seats to come within regulations. 
Fire marshal forestalled this action 
by altering ordinance to read 300< 
seat capacity. 

Situation brought comment from 





Skouras spots tn the Bronx, namely 
Park Plaza and the; 
Valentine. Operation stays with 
Skouras, however. 


| unemployment 


secretary of the M.P.T.O.A., that the 
fire marshal was proposing to aid 
conditions among 
local union men. 
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“Powerful screen play with an 
Satel (acme toeleltbetameam-telerton(ucmirler 


peal plus innumerable selling 


angles. Here is money in’ your 


pocket if you are willing to back 
it up with a campaign just a wee 
bit as powerful as the story itself. 


Take it and make the most of it.” 
—Motion Picture Herald 


‘“Box-office smash... A film that 
will have everybody talking: It is 
in from the jump-off. You can’t go 


wrong.” —Film Daily 


“A- smashing hit—moves fast and 
builds to a smash climax.’ —Billboard 


“Excellent! A thrilling melodrama 
... Will prove a good attraction 


at any-time.” 





Tuesday, July 19, 1932 








“WALTER atthe e), a Pat O° Brien —Kay Johnson — D) Cu 


Story and dialogue|by F 
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—Harrison's Reports : 
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VARIETY 


‘Don’t miss AMERICAN MAD- 
NESS—you can’t help but enjoy 


99 


. 10. —Atlanta Georgian 


“Sivell entertainment. The climax 
carries a thrilling punch. Heartiest 
congratulations to Columbia«:and 


Columbia’s ‘ace director — Frank 
Capra.” —John C. Moffett, Kansas City Star 


“Looks very good... from any 
‘and all angles.” © —Motion Picture Daily 


“Put down a hit after the name of 
this Frank Capra _ production. It is 
a cinch to go big in any theatre in 
every community. Put everything 


behind it.” —Hollywood Reporter 


ae Wovullttetcmr-vetemete-tot-ts(ummmmme(oie 

nitely superior entertainment.” 
—Atlanta, Georgia Journal 

Should have great- audience ap- 


peal.” 


—Hollywood Filmograph 
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Revamp Liberty 
Road as Cash-in 
On Florida Case 


18, 
prison 





Hollywood, July 
‘Liberty Road,’ Radio's 
road gang story, was sent back into 


production to include new scenes 


embodying the sweat box death case 
in a Florida camp, which is the 
basis of a current Hearst campaign. 

John Cromwell, at Radio, after 
ending his Paramount contract, is 


directing the new sequence which 
will replace considerable of the 
formerly filmed stuff. 

Picture was finished with Row- 
land Brown directing, just as the 
Hearst expose broke. Writers were 
immediately pressed into service for 
a revamping to make the picture 
current, and with phases for ex- 
ploitation. ¢ 

Brown, in the meantime, had com- 
pleted negotiations and will go to 
Metro at a heavy boost in salary to 
work on ‘Ritz Bar,’ which he will 
direct with Jean Harlow topping, 
after she finishes with.John Gilbert 
in ‘Red Dust.’ 


Small Towns Trying 
Bands on Stage and 
Lobby and 1 Clicks 


Chicago, July 18. 
Theatres in smaller towns are pre- 
senting all sorts of attractions to 
The Rialto, in 


Joliet, booked ‘Half Pint’ Jackson, 
colored orchestra, for one day. Band 
did four shows and after final per- 
formance, ending around 10 p. m.,, 
went into the foyer and played tw¢ 
hours for dancing. 

Marked the first time the house 
had a capacity audience in months. 
Audience, composed mostly of the 
high school element, stayed to the 
finish. 

Band ‘got $300 for the. engage- 
ment, It plays regularly over the 
air. 


FRISCO PROJECTIONISTS 
MAKE NEW CONCESSIONS 


Hollywood, July 1& 
San Francisco projectionists have 


conceded several points in their ne- 
gotiations with Mort Singer, repre- 
senting RKO, Warners and Publix. 

They’ve agreed to rebate 12%% 
to major theatres, with that ar- 
rangement to expire August, 1933, 
instead of 1934. Ops also consented 
to eliminate assignee’s clause, which 
held theatre owners liable for sal- 

















aries of the projectionists even 
though they leased pr sold the 
houses. 





Skouras’ Coast Pow-Wow 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Charles Skouras called in the 
F-WC division manager for a four- 
hour pow-wow (18) on the 10- 
weeks fall drive for business. Divi- 
sion heads present were Will Steege, 
Montana; Elmer Rhoden, midwest; 
A. M. Bowles, northern California; 
Rick Ricketson, Rocky Mountain; 
Tom Soriero, Arizona; Frank New- 
man, northwest, and Al Hanson, 
southern California. 

After the confab they were taken 
Oo numerous studios to look at new 





product. Then shooed home to ‘get 
busy.’ 
COL’S DENVER SETTLEMENT 


'g Denver, July 18. 

Columbia has settled the J. T. 
Sheffield suit for $5,000. Sheffield, 
exchange man, was suing for $8,000 
as final settlement of contract made 
when Columbia entered the local 
field with its own exchange after 
Sheffield had been handling Col. 
product for some time. 

Columbia also dismissed two 
suits against Audio Theatres, Inc., 
for unplayed pictures at the Gothic 
theatre, Denver. Sheffield was the 
principal stockholder in the latter 


company,” Suit against Columbia 
had been filed in the U. 8S; district 
court, 





Didn’t Fit 





Los Angeles, July 18. 

Applying for a job as usher 
at the Roxie, Broadway grind 
house, youth was carefully 
measured, and then turned 
down. 
‘I'm sorry,’ said the 
ager, ‘But you don't 
empty uniform.’ 

—From ‘Variety's’ 
wood Bulletin. 
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Predict Active Return of 
Harris Interests in Pa. 





Pittsburgh, July 18. 


Return to theatre operation by 
the former Harris interests is seen 
with the announcement last week 
of the organization of a new chain 
by State Senator Frank Harris, 
brother of the late Senator John P. 
Harris, founder of the nickelodeon. 
With Harris in the new group are 
Eugene L. Connelly and George 
Harrison, both. of whom were con- 
nected for years with the origiral 
Harris chain. 

First house acquired is the Drake 
in Oil City, Pa., obtained from the 
Beach intérests there, and others 
are slated to follow. The Drake 
reverts to the new management this 
week. 

Original Harris interests here 
were sold to Warner Brothers more 
than two years ago, and although 
no agreement was entered into be- 
tween buyer and seller, Senator 
Harris, ef his own accord, has 
stated that he’ll go into no city in 
which Warne-s have a holding. 
John H. Harris, son of the late 
Senator Harris, who’ succéeded his 
father at the head of the Harris 
Amusement Company here, is now 
zone manager for WB in the Pitts- 
burgh division. 


and’s Big Front 


Harry Charnas will go in for his 
biggest ballyhoo, after having 
pioneered elaborate house fronts. 
On top of the $10,000 display for 
‘Congorilla,” opening at the Winter 
Garden, New York, Thursday (21), 
he has ordered for the Strand the 
biggest front that house has ever 
had. It goes on for ‘Doctor X,’ 
probably opening Aug. 11, 

Entire front of the Strand build- 
ing will be covered from the mar- 
quee to the roof. Permission has 
been obtained and height of the 
front will be nearly 100 feet. 

A 36-foot tableaux will be on top 
of the marquee worked on a turn- 
table to provide action. A wax 
figure parade, with curtains drawn 
at given periods in side-show style, 
has been declared out. 











Publix Closing More 
Of Its N. W. Houses 


Minneapolis, July 18. 
Determined to eliminate as many 
losing spots as possible, Publix is 
closing a number of its northwest 
circuit houses, Four more local 
P-P theatres, in addition to the 
Minnesota and Century, go dark 
this month, One loop house, the 
35e Aster, is included, Others are 
neighborhooders—the Arion, Em- 
press and Rialto. 

Belief in local show circles is that 
Publix is taking this action in cases 
where satisfactory. rental readjust- 
ments cannot be effected, 

Out-of-town Publix houses going 
dark include the elaborate Chateau 
Dodge, Rochester’s leading deluxe 
site; the Garrick, Duluth; Palace, 
Superior, and the State, Sioux Falls, 
S. D. The Metropolitan, Mitchell, 
S. D., also has been closed for re- 
modeling. 





AT.&T. Loses Patents’ 
Points in Buffalo Suit 


Buffalo, July 18. 


Suit brought here against Sol 
Wallerstein of the Broadway thea- 
tre by A. T. & T. concluded today 
(Monday) in the U. S. Circuit court, 
the bench ruling only one of five 
patents valid and infringed. War- 
ner Brothers defended for Waller- 
stein with the action involving al- 
leged infringements of five ampli- 
fication. patents owned by A. T. 
& T. 

Four patents were held invalid by 
this court. The patents cited con- 
cerned vacuum tubes with the de- 
cision expected by Warners to have 
a bearing on its claim against 











American Tel. & Tel, 


Home-Car Giveaway 
Forces Extra House 
Rentals for Overflow 


Pittsburgh, July 18. 

Talk of the trade around here is 
the sensational one-day business in 
the WB houses the night of the big- 
gest give-away in local theatre his- 
i tory. Prize was a new $15,000 
home, completely furnished, accom- 
panied by a fully equipped garage 
with a Ford. 

Coupons with every admission 
had been given away for months, 
As a result, on the big night every 
house in the district was jammed to 











the walls. In the Stanley’s case 
two empty theatres were rented for 
a couple of hours to handle the 
overflow. Loud speakers carried 
the news to those on the streets 
and in the rented sites. Those un- 
able to get into the theatre to see 
the show were permitted to use 
their tickets any day during the 
week, 

Home and cat were won by a 16- 
year-old boy. Youth looked so 
young he had to produce his birth 
certificate, one of the stipulations 
being that the winner must be 16 
or over, 


Huffman Forms Corp. 
In Denver Realignment 


Denver, July 18. 

Harry Huffman has formed the 
Colorado Consolidated Theater 
Corp. and taken over the manage- 
ment of the Orpheum in a pooling 
arrangement in which his Aladdin, 
Tabor and Rialto are included. His 
Bluebird and Bidawee, naborhoods, 
are not in the pool. 

Orpheum is an RKO house and 
will continue vaudfilm. The Alad- 
din, first run, becomes a second run 
in another month. The Tabor will 
go to a 26 cent grind and the Rialto 
wili remain first run, 

Huffman will be managing direc- 
tor and Gerald Whitney, formerly 
at the Tabor, will manage the Or- 
pheum. C. E. Porter, Tabor assist- 
ant, gets the managership there. 
Joe Gundy remains as Huffman's 








assistant and manager of the Alad- 


din. Ralph Lee stays as Rialto 
manager, 

Changing the Aladdin to second 
run leaves four first runs here—the 
Denver and Paramount (Publix), 
and the Orpheum and Rialto, 





Raynor as Diy. Chief 
For RKO in Boston 


Bill Raynor, operating the Fox 
Detroit, has resigned. Information 
in New York is that he will take on 
the divisional direction of RKO’s 
New England sector, with head- 
quarters in Boston. Raynor will 
succeed Harry MacDonald there, 
with the latter, according to report, 
being transferred to Chicago as city 
manager under Asher Levy. 

Raynor's successor at the Fox De- 
troit has not been named. 


Stuart’s Southern Look 


Herschel Stuart leaves New York 
Friday (22) to look over RKO’s 
southern houses. Stuart will make 
the trip all the way by plane, first 
stopping at Dayton. He intends 
visiting New Orleans, Houston and 
Dallas, making his return to New 
York on July 28. 

This is Stuart's 
to look over that territory for RKO 
since he assumed management of 
the circuit under Harold Franklin. 








Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, July 18, 
ac., New 


United Ine 

York, theatrical bookings, 1,000 shares 
no par. 

Howard Inches Productions,  Inc., 
Manhattan, managing, producing the- 
atrical representations, 200 shares no 
par. 

Freuler Film Associates, Inc., Man- 
hattan, photographs, motion and talking 
pictures, $30,000. 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Davison Radio & Television Corp., City 
of Los Angeles. Capitad stock $125,000, 








$50 subscribed. A. T. Barter, J. 
Mahoney, P. H. Blackwell, E. W. Mar- 
shall, F. W. Bradley. 





JUDGMENTS 


F. Z. Corp.; Brooks Costume; $4,552. 
Allen Theatre Corp.; Grand Allen 
Holding Corp.; costs, $15.10. 





Colorcraft Corp.; L R. Krosner; $2,- 
169.14. 

Geneso Theatre Corp., and Peter 
Bondi; Theatre Owners’ Trading Corpo- 
ration; $3,259. 

Allan Dinehart; LL. Dinehart: costs, 
3185, 


first trip south} 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


, ably ‘by the bank group organized 
|a month or two ago. 

The amusement liens were late in 
getting into the movement, which 
suggests a line of reasoning against 
the solidity of their advance some- 
what as follows: 

Turns in trend usually start al- 
most imperceptibly and it is not 
until a recovery has for some time 
beeen in progress that the rank and 
file of traders realize it is going on. 
By tk .t time most of the really 
choice bargains have had the edge 
taken off, the slow climb having put 
them gradually at considerably 
higher levels. Shrewd traders prob- 
ably would buy the bonds that have 
already been enhanced, on_ the 
theory that if the movement is to 
go further it will be these that will 
benefit most since they haye the 
support of the best informed early 
birds, : 

The belated buyers usually comb 
the list for securities that still look 
as though they are on the bargain 
counter and they go for the cheap- 
est rather than for the best. The 
result of this secondary and inferior 
buying often brings on a spurt in 
the backward issues. If you accept 
this view, it follows that such sec- 
ondary buying is comparatively 
weak and prone to early discour- 
agement and, after the first momen- 
tum is spent, support is likely to be 
half-hearted, bringing on a relapse. 

Paramount Favcred 
Study of the amusement bonds 
over the last ten days tends to con- 
firm the suspicion that they were 
enjoying that kind of buying. The 
two conspicuous volume movers last 
week were the, Paramount issues 
which gained 3 points net for the 
old 6’s and more than 2 for the Par- 
Publix 5%4’s, closing prices being 16 
and 14, respectively. 
At the same time the Loew bonds 
attracted no attention and moved 
quietly within a narrow margin, net 
gain on the week being only a frac- 
tion, at 70%. It is obvious on the 
face of it that bargain price and 
not quality of investment standing 
governed buyers of Paramount's 
and neglect of Loew’s, going no fur- 
ther into their relative merits than 
the price they command in this 
critical market situation. 
All this is not to say that the Par. 
bonds were not entitled to a better 
price. The argument ignores in- 
trinsic values and deals merely with 
a possible market situation at the 
moment. 
The Pathe bonds showed a spec- 
tacular jump on minor transactions, 
shooting up. mare than 7 points ona 
few sales, perhaps representing a 
single operator upon whose motive 
or campaign one may only specu- 
late. The Warner liens did rather 
well, touching a new top on the re- 
covery at 17 and holding a minor 
net gain over the week. Warner 
bond gains have been inconsider- 
able compared to other obliga- 
tions, but they have been pushed up 
slowly and- with determination, 
keeping speculative trailers well 
liquidated on the way up. Bonds 
found the first barrier around 15, 
where they ran into sales. That 
level appears now to have beeen 
cleared up and it looks as though 
they may move ahead a bit further 
before they run into another sales 
area, 

One small lot of the new RKO de- 
bentures came out unchanged at 
50% while General Theatres 
slipped further to 1%, being now 
within a small fraction of their 
bottom at 1. 

Stocks Neglected 
Among common stocks nothing 





5 


much happened worth recording, 
Volume remained low and move. 
ments back and forth were in re.« 
sponse to technical considerations— 
gains representing covering and 
minor recessions mere scalping opera 
ations mostly by floor professions. 


The action of the bond market 
was the real background for bullish 
demonstrations and stocks them- 
selves had nothing with which to 
sustain a movement, lacking any- 
thing in the news to hint at even a 
distant improvement in the busi- 
ness situation. Not one sstrictly 
amusement issue enjoyed sales in 
five figures unless RCA be admitted 
to that classification. In six ses. 
sions, for instance, Warner Bros? 
turnover -was 4,100 shares, repre« 
senting less than $5,000 in money: 
Loew sold scarcely 1,000 shares a 
day and there were several sessions 
in which Fox did not appear on the 
tape at all, 


Eastman Kodak which has be- 
come a speculative favorite, was 
active but not conspicuously bril- 
liant on the upside. At one time 
it practically doubled its bottom of 
the previov's week and all in all, en 
the respeciable total of nearly 30,000 
shares held between the narrow 
limits of 39 high and 35% low, clos- 
ing about mid-way between at 38, 
Dividend meeting impends and gos- 
sip is persistent in the street that a 
further reduction of its $5 rate is 
a probability. It used to pay $8 
and an extra. 


The really star performer of the 
week was Columbia certificates, the 
previous early move of which on 
volume was explained by the an- 
nouncement that it had made a 
100% sale of its product to RKO and 
West Coast, deals which promise a 
considerable revenue and promptly 
enough to be of immediate interest. 
Just before the publication of the 
deal the stock was marked up to a 
high for the movement and for the 
year at 8 When the news was 
everybody's property, there was the 
usual profit taking which knocked 
the price down to 6%, low on the 
week and its closing level Saturday, 
Turnover was 5,500 shares, almost 
twice the volume of the previous 
week and probably the biggest 
week's dealings since listing on the 
Big Board. 


Understood Columbia sales deal 
calls for percentage bookings in the 
bulk of dates, which opens up a 
vista of the stock becoming an ac- 
tive mover. Box office of new re- 
leases ought to give it plenty of 
speculative action. The old stock 
—minority interest outside the vot- 
ing trust—did not appear on the 
Curb, : 


This was the first constructive 
piece of néws affecting a listed film 
stock and it created quite a com- 
motion marketwise. Indeed it was 
the only piece of news of the week 
having to do with an amusement 
company. Loew’s got into the 
newspapers on the announcement of 
a new salary cut on salaries of 
players, directors and other em- 
ployes of Metro-Goldwyn, starting 
at 5% for salaries up to $50 a week 
and ending at 35% on salaries of 
$1;500 a week and more. All the 
M-G-M stars are included in the 
high bracket. 

Previous cut for the company af< 
fected only Loew apd Metro execu- 
tives. The stock did little either 
way under the impulse of the state-« 
ment sent out by Nicholas Schenck, 
president of both Loew and M-G-M, 
although it ended the week with the 
largest net gain in the amusement 





group, 1% up at 16 but quict. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, July 16: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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rr 1982... Net chg. 
High, Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High Low. Last. for wKky 
2% 100 American Seat. ..ccoceroccrscccce % % % 
8 4 Bee Coeeenen. 2 Ves incctctcecceves 8 6% 6% 
5 400 Consol. Film......... seeterincents “Ss 1% %™ + 
11 200 Consol, Film, Ota. <.cccveceaaces 3% 3% 3% ms 
8T 35% 29,700 Eastman Kodak (5)...++eescesse 39 35% 38 +1 
5 1 Fox, Class A...... sasheccessencs 1% 1 i 
26% 8% $2,700 Gen. Elec, (40c.).sccocccccsesee 10% 9% O% 
25 7 eeeee Keith pfd eee tenes steerer eeeeteeee ** ** 6 bid 
34 13% 9,000 i atneiensers ccccegaenese 16% 14% 16 +1% 
72 39 100 Do pref. (6%)......ee0. Siosece 40 40 +1 
3 2% 1,100 Madison Sq. Garden.......ccose 2% 2% 2% +'% 
22 14 800 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..csesecceee 15% 14% 15% — % 
14% 3 50 Orpheum pfd..,....esee- cosncces S% 3% —  <-F, 
11% 1 8,000 Paramount ........ sobens seseeoe 8S 1% 1% +% 
1 % 1,800 Pathe Exchangé........ssesscee % Sy 4 +% 
5% 1% 900 Pathe, Class A....ccssccsscccese 2% 2 .. = % 
10% 2% 29,000 Radio Corp.........s cco |= 4% 3% 4 + % 
7 1% ie RP aE Or Pe ae a 2% a+ ® 
% % eewes MMGDORES asi scccces 260 eve pa 4% bid 
50 23 10 Universal pref, (8)......ccceccs 27 2T —% 
4% % 4,100 Warner Bros........... sadbeeeee 4 % % + 
20 4 100 Do pfd..... cocvcsceeesecososes§ § & 5 4 + % 
35% 15% SEGOS Westinghouse —icsccicvesseccecet ish 15% 18 +1% 
CURB 
™% 4% ysene Colsmmbia : Piota, vicee écscccs ovee oe 
24 p RR ta Educ. Pic. pf..... eS apenas Rag = ps 
1% iy 2,600 De Forest Radio......... % te &--w® 
1% % e++es Fox Theatres Guan. ceckos scam o oe ee 
1%, Pee Gen. Thea. E, Pid. .cececccecsce es ” es 
3% %% 1,200 Technicolor ....... cecccceccocce 1 1 
2% % eccce TEAMS Lik. cccce teeeee se eeesoeee oe ~« oe 
BONDS 
7 1 $31,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40........005 Pe ee 1 1% — % 
63 24 anOne Mth OE, "BE. xvcceicesioceces o« 2% oan 23% +% 
90 64 15,000 Loew B'S, AL so ccesccvecccccccs e 70% T0% 70% + % 
80% 49 S008 Pathe Ts, Biss si cdecse sce Bee 58 49 58 +1% 
60% 18 6,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47...+.0600 16% 13 16 +3 
55 10% 40,000 Par-Pub 514’s, '59....... eictonn) 5 ae 12 14 +2% 
cB: fe 2,000 RKO ‘debs 6’s.......... eveesces . 0% 50% 50% — % 
4% | rer i ST Se ere eeen.” ors “s 4% last 
40 9% 95,000 Warner Bros, 6's, '89.......0. vo 1% 15% 1%..' + % 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
None ee esace MORE, lees A (8.80)... cccccous ~ ~ ee 
Note-Suspended from trading, 
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The World, the Flesh and the Movies! 


... Hollywood's own story told in 
the best picture Miss Bennett 
‘ever made! ... about its people, 
its ways, its days, its nights, the 
towering ambitions and great 
temptations of those chained to 
the public’s whim. 
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‘em Back to the Box-Offices of all Amer 


Van Beuren Corp. 





"WHAT PRICE 
HOLLYWOOD’ 


with LOWELL-SHERMAN. 


NEIL* HAMILTON. y s GREGORY RATOFF. 
. Directed by’ George Cukor 
(RKO-PATHE. Picture’ David O. Selznick, Executive Producer 


“Has authority, punch; drama, pathos, : | e 
comedy, sex and glamor. °. brilliantly acted’, AY 
ee N. Y. Daily Mirror Sites Rey Qe 
“Smashing iclimax’s.. fascinating picture” 
ae eee SA q 
“Grand entertainment”. - “swe e N. Y. Journal BOE 


e. Cy £%, er" 


es Gg) 
In the Middle of Summer...when you need it...RKO gives 


you one of the best pictures of the year! Another definite 
box-office attraction with the Magic of a Great Star, a 
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...and FRANK BUCK’S “BRING ’EM BACK ALIVE” 





Great Story and a Great Subject that is fascinating to 
every theatre goer! 
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_- NO.soone 

neon 4 fo 1 agt on this 
news -st and egy some body 

buys me. When they put Norma 
Shearer on a magarine cover 
its a quick sale ! 





“Greta Garbo qets on 
more magazine’ covers 
than any other star. Gosh, 
snes po one. t like b. 

r 
‘AS You Desire Me Me win 


Pee 






en 
- ORBE Se STRERTIET  ate 
SOR. Dae ; 
Naa weak HOLT WEE DAE RR 


"T ye lent of attention 
is sapntch,* with Helen 
g ayes Ans hear the 
$ $a oved her - 
Madel lon Laudet [ hope she's 
ina new talkie on’ ae 


rd an 
to bd 
Mare Dressler. 
ks, come alonq nb 
ay, A ‘Ah, Marie Dressler. 
I'll take e thi ts one ! 





"Beautiful Marion Davies. 
She really adorns a 

mas ating cover. They 
cant help picking me up 
to look me over. Thanks 
marion a" 








“AI Pare u 4 Theft Siew 
maqazine a up r feels dis- 
playing Jean Harlow. I 
over hear them raving 
about her ‘Red Headed 
Woman’ hit !# 








fr Wp RAEN ee 
ULAR BAREE 








fho 38th Aduol BAKY ANPUBY 


“Is my a red | I ‘ve 

been tuck here all 
month and nobody even 
gives we a tumble. 
chance has a ma nee cover 

without an w- M star ! 





"| remember when they used 
to stick Joan Crawford's 


photo, in a little corner inside. 


She's a real Front Cover 


Star now. Popolarit 
eats "deserved | -_ 





‘ Gee , “the news sibler is 


happy. th this, gaeatn. lot 
tars on € 
meqecins yo Sg 
i$ gonna buy me. J hope " 
T'm going to a nice home ! 
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ARTHUR -UNIONS 
NEARING POL! 
PEACE PACT 


New Haven, July 18. 

Full accord between the unions 
and the Poli chain is near. Three 
of the seven New England situa- 
tions involved in the labor strike 
have settled by agreeing to various 
cuts ranging from 20% up. Towns 
are Waterbury, Bridgeport and 
Meriden. Meriden was settled some 
weeks back. 

Present at the recent clarifying 
sessions were International officers 
Scanlan and Dillon, representing 
President William Elliott of the 
unions, besides various committees 
representing the labor types from 
the different cities. 

Situations still to be cleared are 
‘Worcester, Springfield, Hartford 
and New Haven. Only a slight 
difference in terms now exists be- 
tween the parties on these cities. 

Adjustments made give the Poli 
string a reduction in the number 
of stagehands employed in every 
situation settled, besides salary cuts 
for other type of union labor. Each 
of the situations were handled sep- 
arately with only Scanlan and Dil- 
lon sitting in besides Harry Arthur, 
and his assistant, Max Gest, latter 
representing the theatres. Scanlan 
and Dillon have spent weeks en- 
deavoring to get the parties to- 
gether and locally are given much 
of the credit for the conciliation. 


Arthur and Publix 


Poli circuit, subsid of Fox The- 
atres, is now operated by the Ar- 
thur Theatres Corp., of which 
Harry Arthur is president. The 
situations left unsettled are being 
manned by local labor crafts not 
affiliated with the International. 

Arthur Las not yet signed for the 
five Par-Publix houses which he 
was due to take over in New Eng- 
land, including the Paramount here. 
Papers, hcwever, are all set for 
signing with indications made by 
the crafts at the confab that re- 
ductions as made for the Poli cir- 
cuit will apply similarly to the Par 
spots when taken over by Arthur. 

Strike against the Poli links was 
the most severe walkout ever ex- 
perienced in this area. 


More Bombings 


Trenton, N. J., July 18. 


Quart bottle of acid, flung into 
the ventilating system of the Strand 
theatre Saturday night (16) burned 
several persons and caused disrup- 
tion of the show. Two men were 
seen running from behind the play- 
house but they escaped. 

Management quickly ventilated 
the theatre and the audience re- 
turned within 20 minutes for the 
rest of the show. Frank P. Henry, 
ma ser of the theatre has refused 
to uiscuss the disturbance. He is 
associated with the management of 
the Stacy theatre, here, where 
Members of the operators’ and 
stagehands union have been on a 
etrike. 








San Antonio, July 18. 


Stench bomb dropped from the 
balcony of the Texas, Publix acer, 
Friday night (15) sent three femme 
patrons to hospitals with critical 
burns. 

Disturbance was another in series 
of its kind in Texas since general 
union lockout here a couple of 
months ago. At least score of in- 
nocent persons have been injured. 
Publix has been the circuit princi- 
pally affected with the local Aztec 
and the Palace, Dallas, both bombed 
recently. 

Last week's bombing came on 
heels of a $2,000 reward, for any 
convictions, posted here last month. 


Red Cruze at Palace 


Herman Whitman, manager of 
the Palace, N. Y., is departing from 
that spot but not from the organi- 
zation. He will be placed in an- 
other theatre. 

Red Cruze of the Mayfair moves 








FAUT IL LES MARIER? 


(Continued from page 25) 


work in the production justifies her | 
selection. 

Both French and German Versions 
were made simultaneously, but in| 
many cases—such as girls in a 
schoolroom — German photography | 
was used with French dubbing. | 
Also, trick photography was em- | 
ployed as, for instance, when Anny | 
Ondra slides down a rope in a lion’s | 
cage. | 


Optimistic 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Manager for a beach resort 
picture. house, after using all 
the known varieties of alibis | 
to account for poor business, 
sprang this one: 

‘Business away off because 
the grunion were running last 
night.’ 





} 
| 





Story shows the daughter of a} 








college professor who joins a circus 


to marry her young lover who is a | . 
circus inan, and who would lose a Baltimore Sees Corner; 


large inheritance unless he married 
a professional, 

Anny Ondra, who does the girl, is 
exceedingly well supported by Lu- 
cien Baroux, as the professor. The 
way he has been directed and 
coached in make-up have opened 
new possibilities for him. Balance 
of cast okay. 

Production, with a good many 
gags, gets many laughs, and should 
gross nicely in the provinces. 

Mazi. 


Condemned to Death 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Furst Division Pictures (in America) pre- | 
sents a Twickenham-proeuced film star- 
ring Arthur Wontoner. From the play 
‘Jack o’ Lantern’ by George Goodchild, 


‘about 1,500. 


Building 2 Film Spots 


Baltimore, July 18. 
While other burgs are scurrying 





| to shut down the theatres now open, 


this town is bucking the stream by 
building one theatre and arranging 
to erect a second. First house go- 
ing up is slated for colored patron- 
age and is under the“guidance of 
Lou Rome and brothers. 

The Rome boys operate four 
nabes, but this is their first venture 
into the sepia side. House will be 
a remodeled church and will seat 
It is to be ready early 
in the fall. 


| ton, N. 
} also lists 


How Bad Is 


= Bad Filaak 





(Continued from page 7) 


pany for the Paramount, Middle- 
Y.), as defendants, action 
Adolph Zukor, Sidney R. 
Kent and Sam Katz. At the time 
of filing of the suit Kent was in 
charge of distribution for Par. 
During the past week, Arthur 
Butler Graham, attorney for Quitt- 
ner, filed the bill of particulars, as 
required. It runs to over 200 pages 
Demand of the defendants for the 
verified bill of particulars is called 
unusual in that it requires 
ner to produce details in connection 
with his operation in Middletown 
that the average exhibitor would 
not have unless he had kept con- 
tracts, vouchers, etc., on all film, 
expenses in connection with the 
house, losses, admission prices, pay- 
roll, ete. . 
Quittner, a former 
contracts for the period involved, 
but each year had obtained an audit 
on his business. 


Three Houses Involved 


Three houses, State, Stratton and 
Show Shop, were operated by Quitt- 


Quitt- | 


corporation | 
counsel, had not only saved all film | 





into the Palace, with Harry Marx, 
previously of Publix, 
the Mayrair. 


STANLEY 


DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 
Motion Picture Producing and Releasing | 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
BRyant 9-2812 








taking over | rich Martin, returns to Berlin. 


adapted by H. Fowler Mear and Bernard 
Merrivale. Directed by Walter Forde. 
Camera, Sydney Blythe and William Luff; 
art director, James Carter; assistant di- 
rector, Rennie Philip. Running time, 71 
mins. at the Cameo, N. Y., for a week 
starting July 13. 

Sir Charles Wallington...Arthur Wontoner 


Kate Banting. ....cccccccscces Gillian Lind 
Sonia Wallington........-...+: Jane Welsh 
GBWAD ccceccccicvocvececcses Norah Howard 
Banting ..rccccee @cccccvece Edmund Gwenn 
Bath MONET ccccsccoccesvee Gordon Harker 
Gia WEGRGEs cess cccccesees Cyril Raymond 
Professor Michels...... Friffith Humphreys 
Sir R. Cantler, K.C...H. St. Barbe West 
BEALE ca tocccecaccesesevesceus Gordon Blythe 
Inspector Swecting.....James Cunningham 
Be, DOOMGTE cic sevcceccecesss Gilbert Davies 
Tobias O’Latern.......... Bernard Bruneel 


Much muddled mystery murder of 


the ‘Who killed cock robin?’ genre. 


Picture probably meant little in its 


native country and less here. It re- 
quires three murders and consider- 


able plodding footage to unfold a 


tedious plot which had, as its sole 
novelty, the premise that a con- 
demned murderer could hypnotize 
the presiding justice to avenge him 
(the murderer) into bumping off 
the three most important witnesses 
for the prosecution. 

Arthur Wontoner, who has been 
in Broadway legit, is the knighted 
jurist who, in the three years sub- 
sequent to his retirement from the 
bench, becomes the mysterious so- 
cial enemy. known as Jack O’Lan- 
tern, the murderer. The jurist’s at- 
tending nerve specialist, a German 
physician, solves the mystery and, 
in doing so, makes the Scotland 
Yard representatives subject them- 
selves to him in a manner which 
no sane police organization of any 
country possibly could. 

Gillian Lind, who has the princi- 
pal femme role, has the same wide- 
eyed expression for every emotion. 
Jane Welsh is just a nice looking 
vis-a-vis for Cyril Raymond, the de- 
tective from Scotland Yard. Ed- 
mund Gwenn and Gordon Harker 
take everything away from the men 
with their crook role assignments. 
The rest are conventional. 

Forde directed as best he could 
with a muddled script of the char- 
acter given him. He is otherwise 
a contracted Gainsborough Pictures 
director. 

Film rates a week only in a house 
like the Cameo; otherwise it’s a 
weak daily changer with double- 
header programming its merited 
rating. Abel. 


Mensch Ohne Namen 


(‘Man Without Name’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa Production and release. Direction 
Gustav’ Ucicky. Production Guenther 
Stapenhorst. Manuscript by Robert Lieb- 
mann. Music, Allan Gray. Settings, Rob- 
ert Herlth and Walter Roehrig. Photog- 
raphy, Carl Hoffmann. Recorded on Klang- 
film apparatus, 

Cast: Werner Kraus, Mathias Wieman, 
Helene Thimig, Hertha Thiele, Julius 
Falkenstein, Fritz Gruenbaum, Eduard von 
Winterstein, Max Guelstorf, Maria Bard, 


Hans’ Brausewetter, Ballhaus, Behmer, 
Beierle, Bienert, Chmara, Menzel, Picha, 
Schroth. Running time, 87 mins, At Ufa 


Palst am Zoo, Berlin. 


Film of high quality, but not great 
boxoffice prospects. Picture has 
been cast with players more fitted 
to the stage than screen. 

Nothing against the art of Helene 
Thimig and Maris Bard, but every- 
thing against their having been 
chosen for leading parts. They 
don’t answer beauty ideal of the 
film fan public, and therefore they 
contribute to weakening the effect. 

The film deals with the Enoch 


Arden theme, the coming home of | 


a soldier after 16 years of absence, 
Balzac’s ‘Colonel Chabert’ trans- 
posed into modern life. The former 
officer of the Germany army, Hein- 
For 
life had 


his former 


many years 


islipped; he had worked in a Russian 


the 
had 


and only 
engineers 


ear factory, 
German 


motor 
visit of 


brought back to him the reminis- | 


cence of former days. Upon his re- 
turn home he finds his wife mar- 
ried to his best friend, his motor 


Arrangements are also being com- 
pleted for the erection of the Up- 
town theatre by Arthur Price, who 
|/now operates the Aurora, Site se- 
lected and all set for the construc- 
tion. Spot is on the far north side, 
in the fast growing Walbrook dis- 
trict. Figuring on 1,100 seats here. 

This will make Price’s second 
new venture this year, theatre own- 
er having opened a swimming pool 
in town about two weeks ago, mak- 
ing the first commercial public out- 
|!door pool. Major local parks have 
had municipal pools for years. 





BONNS TEMPORARILY 
Los Angeles, July 18. 


Eddie Bonns, traveling assistant 
to J. R. Grainger, will remain tem- 
porarily in charge of the Fox ex- 
change here. No permanent suc- 
cessor to Ben Gould, exchange 
manager, who died July 11, will 
likely be named before the middle of 
August. 

Bonns stepped in when Gould was 
forced to leave his duties and has 
been pinch-hitting since. 











BEAVER, BRANCH MGR., DIES 
Albany, N. Y., July 18. 

J. Howard Beaver, transferred 
here from Washington as branch 
manager of Educational Film ex- 
change, suffered a heart attack and 
died Friday (15). 

Mrs. Beaver survives, with the 
body returned to Washington for 
burial. 





car factory also the property of the 
same friend. None of his family 
recognize him. In vain he fights 
red tape. Simple people with whom 
he lives become his friends, and 
finally he marries a simple little 
girl, a typist, who steals enough 
money for him to file patents. 

The end finds Martin again a rich 
man off with: his young bride for a 
honeymoon. Werner Kraus’ ex- 
cellent acting is a great asset. Espe- 
cially to be mentioned are Julius 
Falkenstein in a fine character 
study; Fritz Gruenbaum, Eduard 
von Winterstein, Hans Brausewet- 
ter and Mathias Wieman as well as 
Max Guelstorf. Carl Hoffmann’s 
photography is first-class; sound is 
satisfactory. Gustav Ucicky’s di- 
rection could have made more of 
this story and excellent actors. 

Magnus. 


’ 
COTE D’AZUR 
(‘Riviera’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

A Paramount production and release. 
| From the play by Birabeau and Doley. 
| Adapted by Benno Vigny. Lyrics by Marc- 
Hely. Music by Dickbee. Photo by Langen- 
feld. Running time, 103 mins. Recorded 
Western’ Electric. Paramount, Paris, 
July 8. 

Cast: Robert Burnier, Simone Heliard, 
Marcel Vallee, Yvonne Hebert, Palau, Rob- 
ert-Arnoux. 


Film has been made differently 
from the play. This showed a 
| stenographer in love with her boss, 
/ and drawing his attention on the 
itrain to the Riviera, when her 
| friends treat her to a ticket to help 
|her get her man. 

In the film the scene on the train 
jhas been eliminated, and instead 
|sequences actually on the Riviera 
j} have been substituted. Film is a 
|fair programmer, but mostly made 
with an eye to provincial distribu- 
tion, where they want plenty 
footage and some songs. 

| Acting fair all round without any 
| body outstanding. In some _ se- 
quences with sound, including noise 
|of the sea and dialog at the same 
time, dubbing has obviously been 
used for the dialog. Mazi. 





ner in the upstate town. Shortly 
after eiramount built a house in 
opposition to him in that situation, 
opened in June, 1930, Quittner gave 
up. His theatres were finally fore- 
closed by the holder of the second 
mortgage and are now operating 
under a receivership. They sold on} 
the second mortgage foreclosure for 
$12,000. 

Under the order of the defendants 
for a verified bill of particulars, 
asking many details, the following | 
which brings up the block booking 
hint is regarded as the most unique | 





of all: 

What aggregate number of 
motion pictures of inferior 
quality by year it is claimed 
plaintiff, Quittner, was com- 


pelled to lease and exhibit? 

With what number of motion 
pictures is it claimed plaintiff, 
Quittner, was obliged to oper- 
ate said theatres and to what 
extent did said plaintiff con- 
sider such supply insufficient 
for his purposes? (This refers 
to the charge that Quittner 

. could not get product after 
Paramount-Publix invaded his 
town with a theatre of its own.) 

What inferior motion pictures 
plaintiffs claim they were com- 
pelled to lease at prices de- 
manded therefor by the said 
motion picture companies, 
whether or not the same were 
exhibited or required for exhi- 
bition in said theatres, in order 
to obtain for exhibition in said 
theatres motion pictures which 
were acceptable to them and 
their patrons, specifying: 

(a) The title of each picture 
plaintiffs claim was inferior. 

(b) The distributor of each of 
such pictures. 

(c) The rental actually paid 
for each of such pictures. 

(d) The amount plaintiffs 
claim said rentals for each of 
such pictures was excessive. 

(e) The title of each of such 
pictures which were actually 
exhibited. 

(f) The title of each picture 
which plaintiffs bought but did 
not exhibit. 

(zg) The title of each such 
picture plaintiffs claim were not 
required for said theatres. 

(h) The title of each picture 
which plaintiffs claim was ac- 
ceptable to the.n. 

(i) The title of each picture 
which plaintiffs claim was ac- 
ceptable to them and which they 
secured only by leasing what 
plaintiffs claim were inferior 
pictures and 

(j) Allocate by title to each 
acceptable picture, each alleged 
inferior picture or pictures 
which plaintiffs claim they were 
compelled to lease in order to 
secure such acceptable pictures. 
Order demands amount of losses | 

in operation of theatres, when, what 
manner, to what extent sustained, | 
with itemization as to approximate | 
time and theatre. 








'expend for each of the theatres to 


of | 


— | bought, how much, how paid, 
‘income derived, etc.; 
lannually on theatres; 
lto install talker equipment and other 


Details Requested 
Other details asked from the for- 
mer exhibitor include approximate 


jamount of depreciation of each the- 
|}atre; 


what sums plaintiff claims it | 


has been or will be necessary to 


convert them to other what 
market existed when Quittner’s the- 
atres were deprived due to acts of | 
defendants; when theatres were 
what 


uses; 


what was spent 
what it cost 
both 


equipment; amount of profits 


!gross and net, made on State and 
Stratton each -year; when and in 
what manner did Paramount-Publix 
resort to intimidation, as alleged, 
and threatened to build a competing 
theatre in Middletown; whether 
|} written or oral and by whom made; 
ithe coercive methods employed by 
| P-P, as alleged, in compelling Quitt- 
ner to contract films released in 
1927, 1928 and 1929. 

When and in whose name is it 
claimed the P-P company obtained 
option under an alleged dummy to 
|purehase the theatres in Middle- 
|town; what threats or intimidation 


jand by whom in effort to compel 
Quittner to lease the State and 


Stratton to P-P; what it is claimed 
was the fair rental value of State 
and. Stratton at the time of threats 
| or intimidation, as asserted, and 
what offer, if any, made by P-P; 
| whether oral or written, who made 


j}and at what terms; what admission 
| charged to theatres of type or char- 
jacter of Paramount (Middletown) 
land furnish same quality of enter- 
|tainment in vicinity of Middletown; 
give names theatres, location and 
admission of each; date or dates 


,and approximate hour each day or 


days when Paramount allegedly em- 
ployed or stafioned one or more per- 
sons in front of the State, with in- 
structions to inflrence or attempt 
to influence patrons of State not to 
attend, plus when, where, how and 
how many times. 

Quittner’s mass of detail in an- 
swer to the order includes every 
film contract, terms, dates played, 
gross, tre rental, etc., as well as 
payroll on houses, loss or profit, ex- 
penditures of all kinds over the 
years, etc., etc., etc. 

Graham, Quittner’s attorney, will 
appear as trial counsel for Quittner, 
while Fred Wood, of Gravath, De 
Gersdorff, Swaine and Wood, will 
appear for Paramount. 

Graham, some years ago was 
pitted in a legal tilt against Par- 
amount as attorney for the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino. Herbert Swaine, 
of the firm representing Par in the 
present action, defended the same 
company in the restraint of trade 
action brought by the government 
several years back. 














ANCHONé MARCO 





s Featured Acts - 





BERNIE and WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 


NOVAK «FAY 


“All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 
F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” 
F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


CILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 



































FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 








BERNARDO De PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 

















FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


Big Names 


The Coast flappers all agitated 
over F&M’s signing of Monte Blue 
and anxiously await his State, Los 
Angeles, opening. “Big Names” 
are the order of the day at Coast 
F&M spots, what with Al Jolson, 
Ted Lewis, Will Mahoney, Jack 
Dempsey, Lina Basquette, and now 
Monte Blue coming through as 
Fanchon and Marco headliners, 
Sylvia Clark, musical comedy favor- 
ite, readying in new F&M Idea, 


Grad Notes 


F&M grad Lucille Page opened 
Friday in Paris with Dinosaur act 
under Earl Carroll’s management, 
then plays Berlin, Hamburg and 
back into next Carroll Broadway 
show about mid-September. Grad 
Lyda Roberti featured by Para- 
mount with Jack Oakie, W. C. 
Fields, Ben Turpin, Susan Fleming, 
Andy Clyde and Geofge Barbier in 
“Million Dollar Legs.” 


0.K., Leroy! 

“O.K. United . States!” will be 
Leroy Printz’ next F&M Idea. Satire 
on current happenings, “Ballet” 
Idea now being readied by Larry 


Ceballos. Athenas and the Colle- 
nettes signed, fest of cast to be 
chosen. Fanchon’s “Sweet and 
Lovely” Idea has:‘Blanche Sweet in 
leading role, an.appropriate pick. 
Fan club campaign similar to Betty 
Compson stunt in work. 


Globe Unbends 


Show reviewer of staid Boston 
Globe rates F&M’s Zelda Santley as 














“clevert impersonator seen in 
Boston in some time,” quoting 
Globe’s exact words. “Miss Sant- 


ley’s impersonations place her® in 
the ranks of Elsie Janis and her 
work deserves every praise.” And 
Bill Stiegler, Cincinnati Times-Star, 
-quotes Arthur Lake with F&M: 
“This is a great show and a great 
troupe!” 


Radio Finds 

“Gus Edwards’ Radio Stars” Idea 
with F&M discoveries got off to big 
start at Fox, San Francisco, with 
John Tio, the wonder parrot, in- 
triguing public and press. Asked 
name of greatest American dancer, 
answered “Jack Lait!” Eddie Bruce 
big as Chandu-like radio announcer. 
Four Albee Sisters, Bill Aronson, 
Leota Lane, Kay Fayre and Tony 
Pagliacci all liked. 





Boosters Depart 


Many famous metropolitan writers 
who have been giving F&M folk na- 
tional publicity are vacation-bound, 
fringstance Leo Townsend of Film 
Fun, Jack Lait of Hearst syndicate, 
Mark Barron of A.P., Webb Artz of 
U.P., Emil Corwin of NEA, and gen- 
tle Rebekah Miller of Red Book 
magazine. Jimmy Asweli of Central 
Press called to Washington by 
mother’s illness. 





Archie’s Moosic 


Composer <Archie Gottler doing 
the songs for Blanche Sweet's 
“Sweet and Lovely” Idea. Fanchon 
has signed Stroud Twins, out of 
“Vanities”; Chamberlin and Hines, 
Loc Lorraine and Three Cachalots 
for this Idea. Sylvia Shore recently 
with F&M’s “Stars of Yesterdays” 
Idea, now with F&M’s “Desert 
Song,” taking Betty Wille’s role of 
Susan, Betty switching to new Idea. 





Sachs’ Appeal 


Prize for hot weather exploitation 
accorded “Reflections” Sunkists 
with summer bathing angles in be- 
half Paramount Theatre, New 
Haven. Manager Walter G. Sachs 
also handled Betty Compson ad- 
vance publicity Toronto with Im- 
perial Theatre’s Woward Knevels 
and Miss Scott. Special interviews 
Toronto Star and Telegram and 
swell radio interview over CFCA, 





Mouse-ical Hit 


Seattle kids jam _ special mat 
shows ‘‘Mickey and Minnie” Idea, 
staged by Leonidoff, billed as ‘“Fan-| 
chon and Marco Mouse-ical Revue,” 
by special arrangement with Walt 
Disney. Pluto, the pup, welcomed! 
by kiddies, even as Mickey and) 
Minnie (in person) and big hand 
given Roy Rogers, Sanna and 
Loomis, Foster and Van, Monty and 
Carmo, and world-famous Toots 
Navelle the joyful jumping jack 

















EASY 











You just sit back and count the receipts 


When you play a stage show the Fanchon & Marco 


way, there are no headaches. 


The trained Company Manager with each unit takes 
all the details off your hands. 


He settles all questions of temperament, spotlight- 
hogging, cancelled dates, etc. 


Only from F, & M. can you get this marvelous 


trouble-free stage show system. 


No wonder more theatres 
are turning to.... 


ANCHON ‘MARCO 


INC, 
Offices 
HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO e SEATTLE e@ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 





——. 








o 























Tuesday, July 19, 1932 


_ VAUDEVILLE 





_ VARIE TY 








———— 








PHIL BLOOM OFF! 
BIG MIDWEST 
RKO BOOK 


Phil Bloom, George Godfrey’s ap- 
pointee in the RKO booking office, 
was removed Saturday (16) from 
the important middle western book 
and assigned to the houses from 
Minneapolis to the Coast only. 

The larger midwestern houses | 
have been returned to Bill Howard, | 
while all the eastern time reverts 
to Arthur Willi. 

Dolf Leffler has been reinstated 
as a regular booker with seven 
houses after serving in an assist- 
ant booking capacity for a while. 

Godfrey remains off the books al- 
together. 

The new set-up of bookers and 

houses is: 
' Arthur Willi—Palace, New York; 
‘Albee, Brooklyn; Boston (New 
Keith’s). Cincinnati, Chicago (Pal- 
ace), Cleveland (Palace), Kansas 
City, St. Louis. 

Bill Howard—Providence, Boston 
(Boston), Albany, Buffalo, Toronto, 
Syracuse, Rochester, Cleveland 
(105th St.), Akron, Youngstown, 
Dayton, Toedo, Columbus, Ft. 
‘Wayne. 

Phil Bloom—Chicago (State- 
Lake), Minneapolis, St. Paul, Seat- 
tle, Portland, Oakland, San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Salt Lake, Den- 
ver, Omaha, Little Rock, Dallas, San 
Antonio, New Orleans, Atlanta, 
Birmingham. 

Dolf Leffler—Prospect, Brooklyn; 
Trenton, Paterson, Troy, Schenec- 
tady, Westwood, N. J.; Lynbrook, 
ee 


Schultz Wanted to 
Raise Buck’s $750 
And Gets Raised Out 


An alleged telegram to Frank 
Buck regarding the wild game 
hunter's salary on his current per- 
sonal appearances in the RKO the- 
atres has resulte. in the ejection 
from the booking office of John 
Schultz, agent. He was suspended 
for three months. 

Schultz, a one time Keith execu- 
tive and now the RKO agency part- 
ner of George Weeden, is charged 
with having wired Buck that as his 
stage salary is only $750, he appears 
to need an agent. 

Buck was booked direct for the 
RKO dates by A. J. Van Beuren in 
conjunction with the Buck-RKO- 
Van Beuren picture, ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive.’ 


ELLINGTON’S $8,500 
FOR 2-IN-1 BOOKINGS 


Duke Ellington has been pencilled 
into the Wisconsin, Milwaukee, for 
a week’s combination date starting 
Sept. 2. Means he will play for the 
dancehall in the building with the 
theatre after the final stage show 
each night, both spots being operated 
by the same management, Fox. 

Salary for the dual Milwaukee | 
engagement calls for $8,500 net. 











SUING SCHENCK ESTATE 


Argument on an unpaid bill for a 
boat incurred by the late Joe 
Schenck (Van and Schenck) comes 
up in the surrogate’s court, Queens 
County, Tuesday. 

Attorneys for the Marine Sales 
and Service, Inc., are demanding 
that the widow, Lillian Broderick 
Schenck, pay $470.85 claimed due 
from the estate. 


VERA | GORDON’S UNIT 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Vera Gordon breaks in a Fanchon 
& Marco tour at the Manchester, 
Aug. 12. 
Unit Ghetto back- 


will have a 





ground, 





No. 1 Agents 


Following are on the pre- 
ferred or ‘in’ list of RKO 
franchise holders and remain 
agents with full floor privi- 
leges: 

I. R. Samuels 

Harry Romm 

Max Hart 

Billy Jackson 

Weeden & Schultz 

M. S. Bentham 

Henry Bellit 

Blondell and Mack 

George Choos 

Curtis & Allen 

Gus Edwards 

Harry Fitzgerald 

Leo Fitzgerald 

Phil Tyrell 

Tom Fitzpatrick 

Marty Forkins 

Alex Gerber 

Weber-Simon 

Jenie Jacobs 

Edward Keller 

Hugo Morris 

Joe Sullivan 

Maurice Rose 

Chas. Maddock 

Chas. Morrison 

James Plunkett 

Lee Stewart 

Max Gordon. 


ANOTHER MID-W. 
VAUDE TRY 
ON WAY 














Chicago, July 18. 

Another vaudeville experiment 
started out locally Saturday (16) 
when a 16-people stage show unit 
left to play seven towns in Wiscon- 
sin for Fox. As with the State- 
Lake opening, friends of vaudeville 
who have been hoping that this 
fall would at last see a real pick-up 
in dates through the midwest were 
fearful that launching experiments 
under the handicap of a heat wave 
in mid-July might give an unwar- 
ranted black eye to vaudeville. 

Tommy Sacco is booking the 
Wisconsin road snows which, as 
now routed, play 12 days in 14 di- 
vided among seven towns, Kenosha, 
Milwaukee, Stevens Point, Mari- 
nette, Green Bay, Oshkosh and Ap- 
pleton, in that order. 

H. J. Fitzgerald of the Fox Mid- 
wesco office in Milwaukee okayed 
the experiment for six weeks. One 
unit will leave Chicago each Satur- 
day by bus. Marian and her Plati- 


0 20 REMAIN, 
SUUAWKS GALORE 


Drastic Move to Alleviate 
Booking Floor Congestion 
—Means_ Extinction for 
Droppees — Special Dis- 
pensation Only If New 
Partnerships Form ed— 
Move Placed in Agents’ 
Laps by Beck and God- 
frey 





78 OUT OR ALMOST 





Attempted alleviation of an al- 
legedly crowded condition on the 
RKO vaudeville booking floor trans- 
pired over the weekend. It resulted 
in 26 franchised agencies being de- 
clared out as against 28 who re- 
main. 

In addition, 27 non-franchised 
agents, associated with the 28 in 
No. 1 offices, are denied the priv- 
ilege of the sixth floor under a rul- 
ing limiting booking office attend- 
ance to the franchised holders 
themselves. It practically means 
extinction of the associates unless 
they can connect with a franchise 
holder as a partner. 


6 RKO AGENCIES DROPPED 














_ Associates Out 


Following are those associ- 
ates affiliated with the No. 1 
agencies, but restrained from 
going on the booking floor un- 
der the one-man rule, unless 
connecting with their own or 
another agency as a partner: 

Harry Ward, 

Miles Ingalls 

Ben Burke 

John Hicky 

Leonard Romm 

Russell Decker 

Phil Offin 

Paul Durand 

Henry Lang 

Jeff Davis 

Larry Puck 

Jess Freeman 

Will Weeden 

Tony Ferry 

N. E. Manwaring 

Danny Collins 

Bill McCaffery 

Max Tishman 

Tom Curran 

Paddy Schwartz 

Bill O’Day 

Jimmy Doyle 

Gladys Brown 








As things now stand, a franchised 
office can retain as many associates 
as it cares to, but none is permitted 
to book acts. 

Another group of = associate 
agents, those with the 26 out offices, 
are in the same predicament but 
worse off since their chances of con- 
necting elsewhere are considerably 
less. They number about 25 agents, 
making a total of at least 78 who 
are out in one way or another. 
Although most of the cutting ap- 
peared to be over by yesterday 
(Monday) evening, the big doings 
seem yet to come. The squawks 
started simultaneously with release 
of the first list of outs on Friday 
(15) and by Monday many griev- 
ances had reached preliminary legal 


No. 2 Agents 


Following have the privilege 
of doubling up with the fran- 
chise holders who remain. If 
doubling they’ll be classed as 
partners of the preferred agents 
and permitted on the floor. If 
failing to connect with a No. 1 











num Blondes, girl band is the start- 
er. Second week will be a 24- peo- 
ple colored revue, ‘Hittin’ High.’ 
After that a group of radio enter- 
tainers headed by Rube Trouson of 
WLS will make the tour of 500 
miles. Everything, including bag- 
gage, goes by bus. 

Shows are budgeted around $1,- 
200. 


$1,000-$1,500 UNITS 
FOR INDIE FILM HOUSES 


Billy Diamond and Max Richards 
have entered into a partnership for 
independent producing of stage 
units for indie picture houses. They 
intend to scale their shows from | 
$1,000 to $1,500. 

A staff of former producers and | 
stagers for the picture house cir- 
cuits will be interested in the office 
as partners. Set so far are Frank | 














Cambria, Will Harris and Harry | 
Gourfain. 

Diamond was a former RKO 
booker and agent. Richards is the 
RKO agency partner of Harry | 
Lenetska. 

F. & M.’S SONG WRITER 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Archie Gottler, songwriter, hired | 

by Fanchon & Marco to provide 


material for their units. 

Job, first of its kind with the 
ganization, came after Gottler wrote 
routines for Blanche Sweet and 
Monte Blue. 


} 
or- | 


' . 
clusions, 


office, they will be considered 
out: 

Norman Jeffries 
Lew Cantor 

Chas. Bierbauer 
Louis Spielman 
Nat Sobel 

Chas. Wilshin 
Richards & Lenetsska 
Weiner & Kalcheim 
Morris & Oz 

Harry Rogers 
Roger Murrell 

Sam Tishman 
Wayne Christie 
Franklin Graham 
Max Hayes 

Sol Turek 

Sam Shannon 

sen David 

Harry Semon 
Harry Norwood 
Aaron Kessler 

Nick Agneta 

Pete Mack 

Sam Baerwitz 

Milt Lewis 

Bart McHugh 











stages. Several of the out agents 
turned their complaints over to 
lawyers for advice, representation 
and possible damage suits. 

How and Why? 

The big mystery, 
excepting the booking office and the 
agency committee which performed | 
the cutting, was in regard to how 
the cutters arrived at their con- 
The committee refused to 
give a reason for any of the outs, 


j nor would it reveal how it differ- 


(Continued on page 62) 


to everybody, | 





Fred DeBondy 
Jack Klotz 

Ed Reilly 
Chas Furey 





Loew's Deluxers Quitting Big 
Presentations in Favor of Vaude, 


Leaves F&M Alone with Unit Revues 


+ 


After six years as a leader in the 
field, Loew’s is quitting the picture 
house unit business. It has decided 
on regular vaudeville bills next 
season for all its de luxe houses, 
excepting the Capitol, New York. 
Latter also will soft-pedal the pro- 
duction end of its stage shows and 
feature specialty talent mainly, as 
it has been doing for several 
months. 

Loew’s departure from unit pro- 
ducing leaves that field without 
| ager competition for Fanchon & 
Marco, with the latter to be prob- 
ably the only unit producer of im- 
portance during °’32-’33. 


It is Loew’s present belief that 
the chorus line and production en- 
hancement for stage shows in the 
picture houses have lost their ef- 
fectiveness through sameness dur- 
ing the six years that presentations 
have prevailed. The cost of a line 
and scenery can be devoted to sal- 
ary for an extra feature act on all 
bills for better results, with the act, 
if containing merit, likely to mean 
;more to audiences than a familiar 
line of girls in front of the same old 
flash scenery, Loew figures. 


F. & M.'s Budgets 











ONLY 2% RKO 
VAUDE WEEKS 
INN. Y. 


Only two and a half weeks of 
RKO vaudeville time will prevail in 
the entire Greater New York area 
for the balance of the summer after 
the Coliseum, Madison and Fordham 
theatres go straight pictures July 
23. 

Palace, New York, and Albee, 
Brooklyn, both five-act vaudfilm full 
weeks, will be the sole survivors in 
the regular vaudeville field. Re- 
maining half week is the Prospect, 
Brooklyn, which started a policy of 
‘showing’ bill Saturday (16). 

The three houses dropping out 
are announced by RKO as doing so 
for summer economy reasons only, 
but there are the usual chances that 
none may return to vaudeville in 
the fall if less expensive straight 
pictures make money. 


MARY EATON FOR F&M 
MUSICAL COMEDY UNIT 


Los Angeles, July 18. 


Mary Eaton has been taken by 
Fanchon & Marco, A musical 
comedy unit will be built around 
her. 

Miss Eaton just get back from 
London. 








Attach Tracy’s Salary 


Wolf's 





Upon Ed court victory 


against Arthur Tracy (The Street 
Singe r), the latter’s salary at 
| Loew’s Boulevard, New York, was 
tied up last week, resulting in 


Tracy not paying off his pianist or 





electrician. Heretofore only one- 
|third of Tracy’s money was held 
back in escrow, pending adjudica- 


|tion of Wolf’s suit for a third cut 
on a managerial contract. 


When the courts ruled for Wolf, 
| ordering the appointment of a re- 
| ceiver, Loew's Boulevard held back | 
the salary. Tracy meantime is 
legally appealing. 


F. & M.’s problem is different, 
The Loew unit’s payroll for spe- 
cialty acts runs to at least $3,000, 
while F. & M.’s talent costs are 
considerably less. Girls and pro- 
duction are generally regarded in 
vaudeville as helpful to fair acts, 
although good acts are better off 
without them. For theatres that 
cannot afford large salaries and the 
grade of act that goes with them, 
the F. & M. type show is considered 
superior to a bare program of the 
same turns’ without production 
support. 


Regulation vaudeville, without the 
trimmings, has replaced units in 
Loew’s Paradise, New York; Valen- 
cia, Jamaica, and Jersey City. Re- 
sults in the new policy’s first two 
weeks brought the decision to re- 
frain from unit producing in the 
future. The Loew out-of-town pic- 
ture houses that played the Loew 
units last season and are now in 
straight pictures for the summer are 
expected to follow the metropolitan 
trio into vaudeville in September, 


$18,000 AND PROFIT FOR 
IST PALACE COMBO BILL 


RKO Palace, New York, in its 
current (first) week of a combina- 
tion policy, may make money with 
an indicated $18,000 gross. House 
needs $15,000 to break on its six 
acts and second run pictures. 

Former ‘break’ figure was $14,000 
for the grind, four-a-day nine acts 
of straight vaudeville. 

The $15,000 includes film, with the 
latter nominally quotaed in that its 
product is a direct spill-over from 
a nearby Broadway house. This 
week ‘Bring ’'Em Back Alive’ from 
the across 47th-street-Mayfair, 
gives it a fifth week on Broadway, 
whereas it would have had four and 
out. 

Next week U’s ‘Radio Patrol’ will 
enjoy an unexpected extra week at 
| the Palace following a fortnight at 
the Winter Garden. Palace rental is 
$500. Week after, ‘What Price Hol- 
lywood?’ (RKO), after a fortnight 
at the Mayfair, will spill over into 
the Palace to a $750 rental. 

Palace is siving about $200 on 
shorts which formerly broke up the 
grand 4-a-day vauue, 











Palace's new scale week days is 
30-40-65: Saturdays, 40-60,83; Sun- 
days and holidals, 55-83. 

Final week of its straight vaude 
lpolicy grind) showed an $8,000, 


j total, for a loss of $6,000. 
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July 18. 
two men 


Seattle, 
Shuron De Freis Revue, 
and seven girls, ran up against the 
‘change in policy’ st the Orpheum 
here, last week, when the twice-a- 
day vaude plan went out of here 
and into Portland, with Tacoma 
closed on vaude. They were booked 
out of Chicago on a four-week con- 
tract calling for a half week in 
each of these towns; half week in 
Oakland, full week in San Fran- 
cisco, at Golden Gate or Orpheum, 
and full week in Los Angeles, at 
RKO or Orpheum, 
The act, however, has now beeen 
rebooked by arrangement with Cliff 
Work for three weeks in Oakland 


nb — SN ARR 








and southern California. Troupe 
left here Friday (15) by bus for 
California. 


They made trip from Chi in bus, 
and when 1,700 miles out were noti- 
fied their contract was cancelled, 
However, they played four days 














SAMMY KREVOFF 
Broadway’s Sensational Son 


of Dance 
With His Company of Four at 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


Next Week (July 22) 
Successfully Toured 23 Weeks in 


Shubert's “Marching By,” also 19 
Weeks in sata” Rose's “Sweet and 
ow 


Act Jumps 1,700 Miles from Chi, 
Cancelled on Coast, Then Gets Break 





Not So Simon Pure 


Entrant in a chain-theatre 
amateur contest held at a New 
York theatre, called the house 
manager and explained that he 
was not going through his 
whole routine that evening. 

Asked why, he replied ‘Next 


week this house goes into 
vaude policy, and I'm one of 
the acts.’ 











here at windup of the split-week 
policy. 

Left stranded after the expensive 
jump here, they were told that their 
contract had been legally cancelled. 
They claim contract holds at least 
for L. A. and S. F. and want to 
play dates there, or a settlement. 
Up against it, the girls have been 
living in the bus in an alley lot 
near the theatre. 








BRANDELL & CANTOR 
AGENCY PARDS AGAIN 


Several years ago partners in 
production of vaudeville acts, Wil- 
liam Brandcll and Lew Cantor 
have teamed up again. With Cantor 
on the Coast to produce plays for 
screen possibilities, Brandell will 
hold down the eastern end. 

Under the association formed, 
Brandell-Cantor in the east will op- 
erate as a general agency, handling 
talent and material for pictures, 
stage, radio, etc. There may be 
some vaude producing. Since Can- 
tor returned to New York from the 
Coast over a year ago he has been 
confining his efforts to that. 

Cantor is now in Hollywood. 














JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 




















BARNEY GRANT and Co. 


“Just a Feller From Missouri” 
THIS WEEK (July 16) 
STATE LAKE, Chicago 

RKO Dir., JOE SULLIVAN 

Independent, MEYER NORTH 








BROADWAY APT. HOTEL 


CINCINNATI, oO. 
Special Rates to the 


Profession 
Housekeeping and Bachelor Apts. 
Complete Hotel Service 
$3 Minutes’ Walk to RKO Albee 
4th and Broadway 
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NEW ACTORS’ CLUB, 
WILL OAKLAND AS Leal 


New New York actors’ club, titled 
the Greenroom N. X. Club, has Will 








| Cakland as president and Philadel- 
| phia 
| Organization 
|with the old Green Room Club. 
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BOOKING 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 








J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
a 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 
















NEW YORK CITY 







MANAGER 








Jack O’Brien vice-president. 


has no connection, 


Quarters are in the Broadway Cen- 
tral building at Broadway and bist 
street. 

Members pay $1 a month, with 
the club also maintaining a sort of 
employment service gratis for mem- 
bers. No agent’s cut if placements 
are made. Non-professionals are 
allowed to become membors for $15 
a year. 

One of the ideas figured on by 
the new group, which claims a 
membership of about 150 thus far, 
is to give a show once a month in 
the clubroom, gratis to members, 
but with paid admission for out- 
siders. Rumpus will be staged by 
Will Oakland, at least the first 
couple of times. Hope is that | 
agents and managers will attend. 

Actor members are allowed free 
use of rehearsal space in the club. 

Jesse J. Endot, proprietor of the 
building, promoted the stunt and 
won't charge off any rental, his idea 
being that the influx of club mem- 
bers and visitors will help his build- 
ing. 


RKO Takes Over B. & K. 
Fashion Show and Grief 


Chicago, July 18. 

Fur Fashion Show for many years 
a standard annual attraction at 
B&K’'s Chicago and outlying de- 
luxers will play the RKO Palace 
this year. It will be counted as one 
act during the week of July 29. 

Bill Robinson's, all-colored unit, 
which previously played the Palace, 
will be sidetracked into the State- 
Lake that week. 

With the fur show, which is pro- 
vided gratis by the Chicago Furri- 
ers Association, RKO will book a 
male single to double as m.c. In- 
stead of the 45 minute session of 
the Beeandkay pageants RKO will 
limit the display to 20 minutes. 

Beeandkay passed up the stunt 
as being too much grief. 


Kahn at $2,250 


Roger Wolfe Kahn's date at the 
RKO Palace, New York, commenc- 
ing Saturday (23), precedes his re- 
vue engagement with ‘Ballyhoo.’ 

Otto Kahn’s son is staging a 
comeback as a bandleader and will 
be in the pit of the musical. A 
nite club idea atop the 44th St. 
theatre where ‘Ballyhoo’ opens is 
also being spoken of, to have Kahn 
as the dance attraction. 

The Palace salary is $2,250 for 22 
men, , 

















Marie Eline’s Injuries 
Serious; Grace’s New Act 


Injuries received by Marie Eline 
of the Eline Sisters on the stage of 
the Tivoli, Brooklyn, two weeks ago, 
at first regarded as slight have 
taken on serious complications. 
Three doctors have been called in 
and a day and night nurse are in 
attendance. 

Opinion of the physicians is that 
the Tivoli fall did not directly cause 
the illness, but only aggravated a 
condition caused by years of tak- 
ing many falls by Miss Eline con- 
stantly during her act. She will 
have to take a complete rest after 
she recovers. 

In the meanwhile, Grace Eline 
will team up with Richard Lane for 
a new comedy turn until her sis- 
ter recovers. The sisters’ current 
Bermuda boat booking had to be 
cancelled. 





DAVIS’ ACT AS UNIT 
Benny Davis is to take his vaude 
revue intact to the Coast for 
a Fanchon & Marco tour. 
Revue will require little F. & M. 
production, and will carry the song- 
writer-entertainer’s name above the 





Idea billing. 








Clayton’s Idea 





When he sails for California 
tomorrow (Wednesday) on the 
Ss. S. Virginia, Lou Clayton's 
baggage will include 1,000 old 
golf balls. 

Clayton, who plays golf when 
he isn’t sleeping or eating, has 
it all figured out. He's going 
to perfect his swing by driving 
the balls off the deck and let- 
ting the fish have ‘em. 


NERTS TO ETHER FOR 
SOME SUMMER CASH 


The same acts who had declared 
a professional moratorium late in 
the spring for the summer, hoping 
to get a break on the air, are now 
saying nerts to the radio thing and 
going after some bookings for im- 
mediate cash. 

They‘re not forsaking the ether 
prospects, but with auditions few 
and commercials even less, for the 
time being, the acts are out to grab 
off a few weeks until trat radio 
commercial break comes along. 


COLUMBO AND GIBBONS 
SET WITH RKO BY NBC 


Russ Columbo is set to follow up 
his current stand at the Palace with 
four more RKO weeks. First jump 
takes him into Boston (23), with 
the subsequent week bringing him 
back here for the Albee, Brooklyn. 
Palace, Cleveland, Aug 13 and Pal- 
ace Chicago (20) are the other two 
dates slated for the crooner through 
the NBC Artists’ Service. 

Network's talent bureau has Floyd 
Gibbons also pencilled for the latter 
two houses. It’s Cleveland the 23rd 
and Chicago the following stanza, 
with the possibility of a week's 
postponement here. 























Foreclose Roy Cummings’ 
House in L. A. on Note 


Los Angeles, July 18. 


Under foreclosure proceedings a 
house and adjoining lot owned by 
Roy Cummings (vaudeville), whose 
right name is Crooks, will go on the 
block July 26. Decision followed suit 
by Robert Belden, a stage hand, 
who traveled with the Cummings 
act for several seasons. , 

Belden’s claim on a note is about 
$1,800. House is mortgaged for $4,- 
500. 





WARNER SHORTS 


Brooklyn Vitaphone Studio Under- 
way With Prod. 








Warners shorts producing at the 
Flatbush studio got under way last 
week with a pair by Jack Haley 
and the final of the S. S. Van Dine 
series of 12. 

Jack Denny’s orchestra and Joe 
Penn): are on the current week's 
schedule. 





Healy’s No. 2 Stooges 


The No. 2 set of three stooges 
who were with Ted Healy are doing 
an act on their own with Jack 
Walsh, handled by Blondell & Mack, 
They are Jack Wolf, Dick Hakins 
and Paul Garner. 

Howard, Fine and Howard, 
Healy’s original stooge trio, are go- 
ing with him into ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies,’ the revised version of 
‘Hey Nonny, Nonny.’ 


BURBIG FUNNYBONERS SET 


RKO is picking up Henry Burbig 
and the Funnyboners, CBS network 
turn, for additional time following 
its opening four weeks. 

Act is CBS-booked. 





CAP’S RECORD 
$19,000 SHOW 


Loew's Capitol, New York, wih 
shill out more than $19,000 for sal- 
aries next week (22) when it plays 
the most expensive stage show ever 
spotted in a picture house. 


Lou Holtz is in for $6,000 straight 
and a percentage against the gross, 
The other top salaries are Phil 
Baker at $5,000 and Abe Lyman’s 
band at $3,500. Latter holds over 
from this week, 

Hannah Williams, Boswell Sis- 
ters and Norman Frescott are the 
remaining turns. 








Minevitch to Loew’s 
Borrah Minevitch and his Har- 
monica Rascals open for Loew's 
July 29 around the New York 
houses, 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week — July 16), Kansas City 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 


DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 

















VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week July 23), Omaha 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


RKO 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week July (6), Denver 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 
LARRY 
R iC iH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 




















THIS WEEK 











RALPH COOPER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
With BESSIE DUDLEY 


(July 16), PALACE, CHICAGO 


Direction, JOE SULLIVAN 
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BUCK and BUBBLES 


STATE, NEW YORK, NOW (Week July 16) 


Thanks to MR. MARVIN SCHENCK and MR. LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


Management, NAT NAZARRO 
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EX-PUG, NOW CROONER, 
WITH BAND FOR VAUDE 


Cleveland, July 18. 

Manny Landers’ local band was 
booked into the RKO 105th St. by 
Doc Elliott for its vaude debut July 
23, on the heels of the theatre's local 
opportunity revue contest. Band, just 
back from Florida includes Billy 
Wallace, crooning ex-pugilist, who 
dropped his gloves for the megaphone 
since discovered by Paul Whiteman 
in radio audition, 


St. Paul and Indpls. Off 
RKO Vaude Till Sept. 3 


Chicago, July 18. 

St. Paul goes off Dick Hoffman's 
RKO book for the summer July 21. 
Indianapolis will fold July 29 for 
the month of August. Both are 
slated to resume vaudeville Sep- 
tember 3. 

Hoffman is now booking Des 
Moines, Wednesday-Thursday-Fri- 
day; Louisville, Sunday-Monday- 
Tuesday; Memphis, Thursday-Fri- 
day-Saturday; Nashville and Ritz, 
Chicago, splits, and Leavenworth, 
Kansas, 











Lewis Route Switched 


Los Angeles, July 18, 

Ted Lewis unit jumped to Denver 
from Oakland for Fanchon & Marco 
and will be routed as far east as 
time is available. 

Fred McClelland jumped out of 
here Wednesday night (13) to join 
the unit at Denver as company 
manager. 





Jean White’s New Act 
George White’s sister, Jean, is 

breaking in a new act, single. 
Miss White opens the current last 
half at RKO’s Prospect, Brooklyn. 











Fox, B’klyn 
Indefinitely 














Took a Cut 





Los Angeles, July 18. 

What started out to be a mu- 
sical comedy titled ‘Hell's Holi- 
day’ has finally emerged as 
‘Hi-Diddle-Diddle,’ a tab re- 
vue that broke in at the Fox 
Florence, July 15 and 16. 

Produced by Clinton Lewis, 
author, and Al Lane. Jack 
McGuire wrote the music. Cast 
includes Jack Egan, Myrtis 
Crinley, Don James, Ellen 
Childs, Charles McAvoy, Pen- 
ny Aiden, Rex Van, Ferris Tay- 
lor, Carroll Sisters and line of 
12 dancers, 


All Talent, No Girls 
In Joyce’s F&M Unit 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Teddy Joyce’s assignment with 
Fanchon and Marco will be to head 
an all-talent unit, minus lineup. 
Producers have feelers out for a 
number of former screen luminaries, 
and will likely title the unit ‘Joys 
of Hollywood.’ 

Leroy Prinz is whipping the unit 
into shape for its break-in at the 
Manchester here. 


N. W. Vaude 


Seattle, July 18. 
Keighley & Roscoe, Fanchon & 
Mareo bookers here, now placing 
vaude into Fox, Seattle; and Fox 
houses in Bremerton, Olympia and 
Bellingham. 
Looks like more to come. 


M. C.’s Par’s Plans 


New Haven, July 18. 

Kearney Walton, former m. c. at 
the local Paramount for 18 months, 
is in town to hop to Paris where 
he will free-lance. 

Walton failed to agree with the 
St. Louis Ambassador, after leav- 
ing here recently, and will attempt 
to connect across the pond. 























YOUNGSTOWN DISPUTE 
Youngstown; July 18. 

Palace may be closed by RKO 
July 22 owing to labor conditions. 
Notice already served to take ef- 
fect on that date. 

Argument is over operators’ sal- 
aries with circuits agreeing in 
Unison for a $25 cut per man. 
Union is willing to compromise on 
a $15 cut, rejected by RKO, 





Arthur Shapiro on Mend 
Arthur Shapiro, company mgr. of 
F. & M. ‘Veils,’ is now shedding his 
crutches after cracking a knee in 
an accident in the Boston rr, sta- 
tion. 











OLIV 


E OLSEN 


in “A PERSONAL APPEARANCE” 
By MACK BROWN and HARRY REVEL 


NOW—RKO State-Lake, Chicago—NOW 


(Week July 16) 
At the Piano, DICK JONES—Per. Dir., M. S. BENTHAM 








55c Brings Vaude Back 
To State-Lake, Chicago 


7 Acts and Films at | 
| 





Chicago, July 18. | 

Inaugural bill at the State-Lake| 
which opened Saturday (16) is) 
topped by Lee Sims and Ilomay | 
Bailey, local radio act, and George |} 
Beatty. Other acts include: Olive 
Olsen, Sunshine Sammy, Gloria Lee 
and Harris Twins, Barney Grant 
and Larimer and Hudson. All ex- 
cept the last act were booked out 
of New York. Dick Hoffman in 
Chicago placed Larimer and Hud- 
son, 

Vaudeville is resumed after near- 
ly two years. House went straight 
pictures in November, 1930, after 
having originated the so-called 
‘State-Lake policy’ in 1919 and con- 
tinuing as an ace money-maker for 
years, 

House will sell seven acts and a 
feature for 55c. against its own 
former 75-85 top for straight films. 
Palace will continue to get the 
‘name’ acts and the cream pictures. 

If the State-Lake clicks with its 
present revival it will unquestion- 
ably affect the prospects for a 
vaudeville pick-up through the mid- 
dle west this fall. Policy is being 
launched in the midst of the intense 
summer heat with that deemed a 
terrific lodestone at the start. 

One orchestra of 10 men will 
handle the four shows under the 





Stooge as Trailer 





First live trailer is at the 
Capitol, N. Y., this week. It’s 
Lou Holtz’ stooge who comes 
on for half a minute with Jack 
Benny, current, to mention 
next week’s Holtz show. 

Understood Holtz is paying 
the lad for the advance plug. 














direction of Art Frasick, formerly 
at the Palace. John Pohlio will be 
stage manager. There will be two 
crews of four men each. With the 
return of vaudeville Coney Holmes, 
former Keith booker, comes in to 
manage the house replacing Harry 
Brown, a picture operator without 
vaude experience, 





Man. Playhouse Chain’s 
Solo Indie Vaude House 


The Manhattan Playhouse chain, 
operating around 26 houses in 
Greater New York, is using vaude 
only at the Mt. Morris. 

Harlem opera house has gone 
straight pictures for the balance of 
the summer, along with a couple 
of other stands that used vaude, 
such as the Clinton. 





ROY ROGERS’ FAST FLIGHT 
New Haven, July 18. 
Roy Rogers, comic with F. & M. 
established some kind of record 
when he jumped from the Coast for 
his opening here with a unit. 
Rogers closed in Seattle on Wed. 
(6), reported at Hollywood for his 
next unit and was rushed to a plane. 
After 30 continuous hours in the 
air, comedian arrived here in time 
for the opening show on Friday (8). 





JOE MANN CRITICAL 
Chicago, July 18. 
Joe Mann is in a serious condi- 
tion at the Municipal t. b. sani- 
tarium here, 
He was pianist for Ethel Parker 
and Talbot Kenny in vaudeville, 





COMM’L. OR SHOW 


Jack Pearl may go into Phil} 
Baker’s revue. | 

The comedian is flirting with an| 
air commercial, which alone may 
prevent it. 





Coast Gets Three F&M 
‘Eastern Shows’ in a Row 


Los Angeles, July 18. 


Next three stage units at Loew's 
State here will be so-called ‘eastern 
shows,’ two of them having been 
produced in St. Louis, and routed 
through the eastern territory before 
being brought to the coas:, while 
third premiered at Pantages, Holly- 
wood, and then moved eastward, 
passing up the ace downtown spot 
until the windup of the tutr. 

First of these units to come in is 
‘Cherry Blossoms,’ which got under 
way at the Pan house last year, 
and is due in town next Saturday 





(23). This unit will be spotted in 
Loew’s State, as well as in San 
Diego. 


‘Town and Country’ idea hits the 
coast time July 30, and will be fol- 
lowed a week later by ‘On the Rivi- 
era,’ featuring Conchita Montenegro. 
Both these shows were produced in 
St. Louis, to take care of additional 
time during the early spring. 





RKO, S. F. Club Dept. 
Continues; Levey Out 


San Francisco, July 18. 


RKO closes its local vaude book- 
ing office this week, leaving Eliis 
Levey out. Club department, 
handled by Elinore Hertz, continues. 

Slash caused by abandonment of 
acts in some coast RKO houses. 





LAKES’ ACT, SHORTS LATER 


Arthur Lake from pictures and 
his sister, Florence, opened Satur- 
day in Rochester for RKO, doing 
an act together. They follow at 
the Albee, Brooklyn. 

Later on Florence Lake will ap- 
pear in comedy shorts for Radio. 


RKO'S AMATEUR 
RADIO REVUES 


RKO will stage another amateur: 
contest in its vaudeville and picture 
theatres, this time for radio acts, 
as part of its quest for new talent 
The contest will run for a month 
from Aug. 12 to Sept. 12. It’s in 
addition to the vaudeville circuit's 
canvass of all affiliated NBC net- 
work stations for likely stage mate- 
rial from the ether ranks. 

Around 133 RKO theatres wil 
participate, in conjunction’ wit 
NBC and newspaper tie-ups in eaci 
city. Winners selected from loca! 
contests for a national contest wil 
receive a six months’ contract at 
$100 a week. Copping the local prize 
will mean a week's work at $50. 

Judges of the national winners 
will be H. B. Franklin, Martin Beck 
and Herschel Stuart of RKO, and 
George Engles and John Royal of 
NBC. Local city winner will be 
picked by the division and the 
house managers, the radio editor of 
the local newspaper in on the tie- 
up, and a member of the local NBC 
radion station staff. 

RKO’'s current amateur contests 
for stage aspirants have not been 
productive of business or talent. 
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Bernice STONE and Matt GIBSONS 
(4) 


Dance Flash 
15 Mins.; Full 
Palace 


Bernice Stone has headed several 
girl acts and now is teamed with 
Matt Gibbons, husky blond youns- 
ster, the pair being supporied as 
principal dancers by the Four Danc- 
ing Marvels, a versatile quartet of 
girls who bear the imprint of thor- 
ough training and probable presen- 
tation experience. : 

Opening the Palace show this 
week, the turn is worth as impor- 
tant a spot in any bill as a straight 
dance frameup can hold. It’s solid 
material all the way and as clean 
cut specialty as the tyne is capable 
of. 
PrincDal pair open with a trifle 
of song out in ‘one,’ parting trav- 
eller immediately revealing the four 


girls, squab type and _ stepping 
demons in toe-taps and acro danc- 
ing. 


Stone and Gibbons on promptly 
for a class routine, a waltz arrange- 
ment involving some fine control 
bits by the girl and nice semi-adagio 
to parade the boy’s easy handling. 

Four girls are back without waste 
of a split second for sightly bit of 
taps on the toes and beautifully 
done for style and finish of form. 
Boy takes up the running with acro- 
batic stuff, astonishingly good for 
orf of his heft—he must be above 
6 feet tall and built like a wrestler. 
Girls return, wearing costumes to 
represent woolly dogs and are put 
through acrobatic routine by boy 
as trainer. Tumbling is excellent, 
but the trained dog idea doesn’t add 
anything. Miss Stone takes part in 
this with fast gymnastics. 

She is back again quickly for a 
session of acrobatic lezmania in 
which department she is standard, 
and then into a general acrobatic 
melee for all hands that makes an 
interesting finish. 

People are all young and engaging 
fn manner and looks, work hard and 
seem to enjoy it. Dressing is pre- 
tentious and ‘stagey’ but with dis- 
tinguished class. Stimulating item 
for anybody’s bill. Rush. 





STAN KAVANAGH (1) 
Comedy Juggling, Patter 
11 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

With the passing of the years— 
and it’s about eight changes of the 
calendar since this lad from the An- 
tipodes first crashed these parts— 
Stan Kavanagh has made some 
hefty progress in the art of wise- 
cracking as well as perfecting his 
juggling routine. Seems to be de- 
voting more and more time to un- 
corking the laughs with a witticism 
or gag than trying to get a similar 
reaction from clowning with the 
balls or dumbbells. 

Kavanagh started off with a 
stooge and a sloppy set of toggery, 
but relegated both to the ashheap 
some time ago. In recent years 
this single has carved out a well- 
deserved niche for himself, con- 
sciously or unconsciously taking 
over much of ‘tthe style of W. C. 
Fields. Notably that mustache and 
leer toward the audience between 
easily tossed-out bits of double en- 
tendre or subtle nonsense. 

One of those performers whose 
quiet, easy manner becomes lost in 
a large picture emporium, but set 
to hold on for as long as variety 
prevails as a standard entertain- 
ment fare. Odec. 


JOHN PREBBLE 
ongs 

11 Mins.; One 
Audubon 

John Prebble grew into local 
favor around the Audubon through 
recent amateur contests. Always a 
hit up this way, he has been at the 
Audubon for some time, appearing 
recently in stage band presenta- 
tions as a part of Ted King’s Gang. 

Prebble is a singer of pop and 
semi-classical songs. He looks a 
little like Rudy Vallee and in a way 
possesses a voice with qualities 
that are remindful. The voice has 
considerable foundation and, when 
required, can reach top notes with 
fair ease. 

Sure to come through and be 
heard from, it’s possible Prebble 
might be ideal for the air. A like- 
able personality is among his assets. 

Char. 








« DANCING MODERNS (9) 


Girl Flash 
10 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Sort of tepid, this revuette com- 
posed entirely of girls. A bit more 
work may bring the desired 
warmth. But more than that, some 
rerouting is needed. 

Three girls open in one singing 
an intro chorus, curtains part for 
six girls in full doing a neat if 
ordinary line number. The _ trio 
come back for a number and fade 
for the sextet and again the trio 
and again the sextet. They get to- 
gether for a finish chorus. 

Girls work hard and seem to 
know their steps, but couldn't get 
the unison idea when caught. 

Keuf. 


RUSS COLUMBO and BAND (14) 
Songs and Music 

18 Mins.; Full 

Palace 


Columbo played the Palace about | 


i three months ago, that time accom- 
| panied by Con Conrad at the piano. 


Present turn with 13 musicians is | 


not especially an improvement. No 
attempt at moulding a _ novelty. 
There are just 13 musicians, most 
of them aggressively brass, and Co- 
lumbo singing his sentimental bal- 
lads into the mike and waving a 
baton. 

Opens with his signature, ‘You 
Call It Madness,’ and goes thence 
into ‘Paradise.’ Announcement pre- 
cedes a group of four numbers Co- 
lumbo introduced. Finish is simi- 
lar in handling. 

Columbo is on for $3,000. ?ush. 


HART AND KINGSTON 
Comedy, Singing 
15 Mins.; One 


Grand O. H. 
Couple of cross-fire girls who 
scorn the idea of pulling their 


punches when it comes to dishing 
out the double entendre or the 
downright smut. Line of chatter 
that’s supposed to pass for comedy 
leaves little to the imagination. It’s 
as lowdown, if not lower, than the 
stuff heard in the brazenest of burly 
spots. 

Listening to the little corn-tassle 
blonde of the team unleashing them 
easily creates the illusion of attend- 
ing a stag, with one gag outdoing 
the others. Most of them were so 
raw that even the clientele at this 
23d street spot were shocked into 
silence, and when there came a 
spurt of laughter it sounded more 
like a guffaw emanating out of em- 
barrassment than a hearty reaction 
to humor. If the gobs of indigo fail 
to pull the laughs, the little blonde 
takes a turn at profanity, rounding 
a quarter hour that no more fits in 
family vaude than excerpts from 
backfence scribblings. 

Opening of the turn brings the 
straight, one of those well-set 
mezzo-sopranos, on for an attack 
upon a couple of operatic bars, with 
the partner soon interrupting as a 
cue for the off-color barrage. For 
the take-off the girls string together 
a mess of pop numbers with comedy 
intent, but it turns out just another 
dip into the mire. 

Neat, attractively garbed team. 
Have a lot to learn about delivery 
and timing of patter. Comedienne 
heavy on the personality end, and 
should be able to get by without 
having to depend on her current line 
of stuff. As now routined, a poor 
candidate for any place but the 
cheap neighborhood smallies. Odec. 





RHEA and SANTORO (7) 
Dancing 

11 Mins.; Full (Special). 
Coliseum 

Going from a four to a seven-peo- 
ple act, Rhea and Santoro have at 
the same time enhanced the appear- 
ance and effect of their turn. It’s 
more of a dance flash than before, 
with the acrobatic matter out. 
Beautifully staged and costumed, 
team heads an act that’s top for 
any vaude house or audience. 

Two teams work in the act, one 
in addition to Rhea and Santoro, 
who open in a waltz which demon- 
strates admirabie technique. As 
much is afforded the optics by the 
single girl dancer in her high-kick- 
ing specialty. 

One dance number, reflecting 
Spanish flavor, is executed by a 
combination of two men and a 
voman, another by three men and 
a woman. Latter is an adagio, the 
value of which is determined largely 
by fact it is a little. different in 
spots and includes several good 





throws. The adagio closing is, 
however, a little long. 

Male pianist carried no longer 
does the violin bit formerly in the 
routine. He pianos for a few min- 
utes as a wait filler. Opened bill 
here Thursday night. That was the 
only spot for the full stager, with 
Jack Shea and his slapstick orches- 
tra closing on a badly littered up 
stage. Char. 





BEN MARKS AND CO. (4) 
Comedy Skit 

15 Mins.; Full ‘ 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

There’s a definite place in the 
vaude ranks for low comedy of this 
type, so there’s not much sense 
quarreling with it’s lack of taste. 
The customers seem to like it and 
don’t mind the age of the gags. 

This is the old love school thing 
again, although somewhat switched. 
sen Marks, a Hebe comic of the old 
burlesque days, gets his maximum 
amount of laughs with a minimum 
of effort. To help out is a young 
neat-looking straight, an Amazonian 
lassie of some 300 pounds avoirdu- 
pois and a pretty little blonde. 

The young fellow is going to teach 
Marsk how to make love, with the 
hefty gal acting as model. To 
Marks’ credit, there were a few pos- 
sibilities for dirt that he passed up 
—not many, but’a few. Kauf. 





ALEX HYDE and MUSICAL 

CHARMERS (12) 

Band, Singing 5 
|23 Mins.; Full (Special) 
| Orpheum, N. Y. 

Always the showman, Alex Hyde 
| has surrounded himself with a bevy 
lof highly capable and ingratiating 
girl entertainers and whipped up for 
|himself something punchy and up- 


| to-the-minute. That up-to-the- 
minute qualification includes the use 
iof a mike and a couple of loud- 
|}speakers in the act, but these are 
|only brought into play when the oc- 
|easion calls, such as the vocal spe- 
cializing of Ruth Burns, a neat little 
miss with a flock of mike personal- 
ity, but in sore need of instruction 
on the finer touches of the medium’'s 
technique, 


Hyde’s latest candidate for the 
music hall may seem to have a slow 
spot here and there, but these less 
sprightly moments are more than 
made up for when the pace and 
quality of production idea picks up 
about midway in the routine and 
goes sailing on to a compelling fin- 
ish. That hillbilly fantasy that opens 
the act in ‘one’ has been done much 
better elsewhere, but it stacks up as 
fairly interesting, at least for the 
purpose of establishing a sharp 
contrast when the 10-looker musi- 
cians appear in full stage garbed in 
bright yellow organdie. 

Heap of smart talent in this in- 
strumental retinue. For instance, 
there is the tall, reedy gal who 
strums a guitar with the best of 
them and shakes a nifty hoof, but is 
not so forte in her comedy efforts. 
Another lass well worth the special 
spot gleam shot her is Lucille Kemp, 
ambidextrous at the keys and at 
shuffling a mess of nimble tapping. 


Miss Burns, upon whom falls the 
entire warbling load, impresses as 
being headed somewhere. Hyde in- 
troduced her as having had mike 
experience with Abe Lyman and 
Guy Lombardo, but unhappily these 
contacts have failed to instill in her 
the rudimentary principles of sing- 
ing into a mike. Otherwise, she 
would have learned how to avoid 
those blasting notes. But the per- 
sonality. and talent is there, with 
rich possibilities. 


Musical interludes of the act’s 
repertoire leans heavily toward the 
brass at its fortissimoest, but where 
it would soon grate on a sensitive 
ear, the general run of customers of 
vaudeville will hail it as grand stuff. 
Which they did here, giving the 
combo a solid, noisy set of salvos, 
particularly on the curtain number, 
strange as it may be, Tschaikow- 
ski’s Fourth Symphony. Hyde 
makes of it a blaring, unsubtle af- 
fair, but they wallowed in it at this 
Yorkville spot and pounded for 
more. 

Acceptable in every way this new 
Alex Hyde idea, with emphasis for 
the nabe houses. Odec. 





BEN ALLEY 

Singing 

10 Mins.; One (Special) 

State 

Ben Alley hails from the air. He 
has been on sustaining programs 
for CBS and has built himself up 
on the ether waves sufficiently to 
warrant a fair draw on personals, 
regardless of whether he shapes up 
as strong from the stage as some of 
his brethren from radio have. 


Among Alley’s misfortunes is that 
he fails to sell his fine voice in as 
effective a manner as he probably 
might. Also, there’s a _ stiffness 
about Alley that immediately makes 
it obvious he isn’t quite as much at 
home on a rostrum as he doubtless 
is in a broadcasting room. A little 
makeup would also help. 


The voice will do the rest. Alley 
sings to a mike, as most artists from 
the air do when in vaude, but it’s 
obvious the range of his voice and 
its power are not in need of that 
amplifying implement. 


Using a male pianist, Alley opens 
with a special pop. 


No. 2 at this house Saturday aft- 
ernoon and over fairly well. Char. 


RADIOLITES 
Singing 

12 Mins.; Full 
Grand O. H. 


Introduced prior to the curtain 
rise as an exhibit of the inside 
workings of a broadcasting studio, 
a pretentious promise that turns out 
just that. Info is vouchsafed 
through a pair of amplifiers on 
either end of the apron. 


Here the radio angle merely 
serves to give an old-fashioned 
singing turn, a mixed quartet with 
& woman pianist, a slightly modern 
turn. But only to the extent of do- 
ing their act in front of a mike. All 
voices register acceptably, both in 
ensemble and solo, with the colora- 
tura soprano a distinct standout 
from the foursome. Repertoire 
nicely balanced and varied, culling 
from the operatic, Irish folk songs 
and recent operetta hits from the 
Romberg, Friml and Herbert li- 
braries. Act closes with a medley 
from the latters’ works, somewhat 
more’ give-it-all-you’ve-got than 
well done, but regardless it clicked 
big here. 

Oke middle spotter for the nabe 
spots where the mike idea still 
packs a modicum of fascination. 

Odec. 





PALACE 


This is going to be a great test 
week for the Palace under its new 
combination vaudeville and _ film 


policy. At least it starts off on the 
right foot, with a happily blended 
show of high laugh content and a 
feature in ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio). The first week of the 
combination will demonstrate that 
if this layout doesn't command 
trade, it can’t be done. Only ele- 


ment that interferes with the index, 
of course, is that the picture comes 
in after four weeks at the adjoin- 
ing Mayfair, where presumably it 
had been pretty well milked for 
Broadway. 

It is to be noted also that the 
Palace’s problem isn’t just giving 
satisfactory shows. Its headache is 
the manifold opposition of the State 
at a lower scale, and a flock of de- 
luxe presentation picture houses, 
including the Capitol and Para- 
mount, first runs and _ spending 
money on names like nobody's busi- 
ness. RKO new film line-up is the 
best that interest ever had for New 
York with exclusive Fox and Radio, 
with Columbia and U on the side, 
while the State takes choice of 
Metro and Par second runs. Situa- 
tion, with the Palace stage show 
prestige in its favor, is interesting, 
anyhow. 

As observed, the starting bill de- 
livers first-rate average of enter- 
tainment, with good comedy flavor- 
ing and the radio name of Russ 
Cclumbo probably worth something. 
Hobart Bosworth’s value for the 
spot may be open to debate, and his 
contribution is the weak spot in the 
show, a prosey 15 minutes or more 
planted No. 4 on a six-act layout. 
Bill is lacking in class in the old 
Palace sense, but for the new pur- 
pose it does well, and at the 60-cent 
seale for Saturday afternoon is a 
bargain, running three hours and 
interesting all the way. 

Bernice Stone and Matt Gibbons, 
with the Four Dancing Marvels 
(New Acts) give the bill a send-off 
that doesn’t suffer in comparison 
with most of the openers in the 
Palace’s palmy days. 

Show starting with a straight 
flash turn, No. 2 called for a laugh 
to break the ice, an assignment for 
which Gaston Palmer proved him- 
self admirably fitted. Specialty is 
light juggling, accompanied by fast 
patter delivered in a quaint foreign 
dialect with business and manner to 
match. Comedy misses play a large 
part in the shrewdly managed gag- 
ging, and the foreign air of the 
single gives it a distinctive touch. 
Finish comes on a solid laugh over 
a spoon-and-glass trick that had 
been working up with misses for 
half the act, and the closing giggle 
paved the way for the next turn. 

Joe Morris‘and Co., again using 
the husband’'s-night-out sketch for 
laughs all the way, only Flo Camp- 
bell (Mrs. Morris), who has retired, 
is replaced by Dorothy Ryan, tall 
blonde girl who works in rather 
more subdued manner. Turn not 
new to the Palace, but a welcome 
return. It marked the high point of 
the show. 

Thereafter Hobart Bosworth took 
charge with nearly half an hour of 
lecture on the growth of the Third 
Largest Industrv illustrated with 
lantern slides going all the way 
back to 1909, when a two-reeler was 
an undertaking and Bosworth wore 
chaps, rode a white horse and wore 
brown hair. Act just shows an in- 
teresting screen personality in a 
most uninteresting episode. 

Charles ‘Slim’ Timblin delivered 
his familiar routine, pacing it with 
the accustomed laugh returns, but 
all pretty well known around these 
corners. It was apparently new to 
this crowd, however, suggesting 
that the house is attracting a new 
clientele. Certainly they looked new 
to the Palace Saturday matinee. 

Russ Columbo (New Acts, be- 
cause he works before a_ band) 
closed the show to moderate re- 
turns due to a general scramble to 
get out of the first three rows be- 
fore the feature startgd. Front- 
row regulars won’t be very com- 
fortable under the new policy. 
There is a good deal of a land rush 
for forward locations, and the hab- 
itues will miss the comfort of being 
ushered to the same spot. Rush. 


PAVILION, LONDON 


London, July 4. 

London Pavilion newcomers are 
Handers and Millis, who scored 
splendidly. With revudeville being 
the current West End fashion, these 
boys, who always have trunks full 
of bits and skits, should be in great 
demand. 

Miller and Wilson still create as 
much laughter as in their first 
London appearance, which shows 
the Pavilion has a clientele of its 
own, 

Chick Endor and Charlie Farrell 
playing quick return date and fur- 
nishing cleverest and bluest songs 
heard here in quite a while. But 
the subtlety of the lyrics save the 
numbers from being dirty, and boys 
are a clean-up. 

Malinoff Quartet are doing a 
take-off of Lowe, Bernoff and 
Wensley, which is a compliment to 
L. B., & W., who are still the best 
of their kind. 

Naunton Wayne, as the compere, 
still cracks new ones, despite he has 
been here since the opening. 

Harry Roy and His RKOlians, 
also here for a run, are a hard- 
working and indefatigable crowd. 





Altogether an entertaining show. 








STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, July 16. 

Even the weather benignly pro- 
vided a cool Saturday for the State. 
Lake's return to its first love, vaud- 
film. That was merciful, for Friday 
had seen 96 degrees as the culmina- 
tion of a four-day heat wave. With 
a good pop bill and a holdout after 
the first performance Saturday the 
omens were uniformly favorable. 

But what, it will be immediately 
asked, will all this do to the Palace? 
A fair question which cannot be an- 


‘swered offhand, but most certainly 


has already furrowed RKO brows. 
To offset the State-Lake’s seven 
acts and cheaper scale of 55 cents 
ton against the Palace's 83 cents, all 
the choice pictures available to 
RKO will be shunted to Randolph 
and Wells. 


State-Lake’s ideal layout for 
vaudeville was brought forcibly 
home by viewing the bill from the 
next to the last row in a 2,700-seat 
house, Perfect acoustics and a com- 
paratively intimate feeling despite 
the distance proves how naturally 
adapted vaudeville is to this par- 
ticular site. In contrast from the 
same seat the top of the screen ig 
cut off by the edge of the balcony 
in the same manner as in loge seats 
at the Paramount, New York. Phys- 
tcally the State-Lake is not a par- 
ticularly good picture house. Too 
many of its side seats are out of 
focus with the screen. That was 
always a handicap during the two- 
year straight film epoch which 
started in November, 1930. But for 
vaude it’s perfect. 


Between Larimer and Hudson, 
who opened, and Gloria Lee and the 
Harris Twin@# who closed, the bill 
is solid with merit. Larimer and 
Hudson were locally booked by Dick 
Hoffman. Lee Sims and lIlomay 
Bailey, . although Chicago radio 
celebs, were set through New York 
as headliners. 


Art Frasick, formerly at the Pal- 
ace, heads the orchestra. No cloud 
over Frasick’s competence, but that 
opening overture was awful. Brass 
was flat throughout ‘Happy Days 
Are Here Again’ and ‘The Gang’s 
All Here.’ In the first day worry 
the overture probably went on un- 
rehearsed. As soon as the boys got 
into the show everything turned out 
okay. Frasick has plenty of pit ex- 
perience in generalship, and it's a 
cinch that overture mess won't oc- 
cur again, 


Larimer and Hudson opened 
briskly and with a nice sprinkling 
of giggles from the hoke cycling, 
Sunshine Sammy and three colored 
lads introduced as brothers occupied 
the deuce and filled it to brimming 
with hotcha negro rhythm. 

Olive Olsen, with a better act by 
far than she generally presents, had 
plenty in the reservoir to draw upon 
for the bends, although a not-too- 
good eccentric dance intervened be- 
tween the last gag and the get-off. 
This blonde comedienne can do jus- 
tice to good material, and Mack 
Brown and Harry Revel, credited, 
have provided it this time. Without 
any forced mugging or the excesses 
of determination many funny wom- 
en resort to, Miss Olsen kept the 
giggles bouncing over the footlights 
in tidal flow. 

Barney Grant is really four per- 
sons. A _ gangling’ self-conscious 
youth in mustard-colored shoes in- 
troduces his ma and pa and his yap 
cousin, all from Missouri back coun- 
try. It’s a melange of hoke hillbilly 
and knockabout acrobatics that is 
mirthful enough to amuse anywhere 
and different enough in its compo- 
sition and membership to have spe- 
cial value, 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey hop 
out of town now and then for an 
occasional spot date for RKO. They 
have also played around this terri- 
tory for Publix. They are popular 
on the radio, and that makes them a 
draw as far as their particular kilo- 
cycles percolates. Miss Bailey has 
a dulcet soprano which she handles 
easily, while Sims is a nimble digit 
pianist whose embroideries on the 
keyboard made him a recording art- 
ist years ago and with the present 
obscurity of Zev Confrey he is prob- 
ably the outstanding representative 
of that type of playing. Act got 
over nicely. 

George Beatty, next to closing, 
lost some of his best gags because 
Chicago isn’t Times Square. He had 
plenty of material to spare, how- 
ever, and discharged his assignment 
with his customary effective non- 
chalance, 

Winding up was Miss Lee, whose 
control kicks and other dancing ac- 
complishments are first rate, Espe- 
cially able is her handling of two 


fans in an_ acrobatic’ routine. 
It is well known that the 
seeming simplicity of handling 


the ostrich appendages is actually 
a tough test of any dancer's pro- 
fessional equipment. With Miss 
Lee are two male twins, the Harris 
boys, who have a lot of everything 
except personality. Of that they 
have very little. Or, at least, they 
are hiding it if they possess any. 
They are crackerjack pianists, har- 
monize exceptionally well, and could 
get by on their dancing alone. They 
also have looks. All they need is 
animation and they’d be candidates 
for advancement. 

‘Week Ends Only’ 
feature, 


(Fox) is the 
Land, 
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STATE 


There may never have been much 
concern over the Palace as opposi- 
tion, but now that the former big 
timer has gone combination it’s in 
the same business as the State. 
They tee off this week, the State 

ghting the Palace with ‘Red Head- 
ed Woman’ (Metro), immediately in 
here from the Capitol, while the 
Palace counters with ‘Bring 'Em 
Back Alive.” That picture also is 
direct from its first run, four weeks 
at the Mayfair. 

Results at both houses on the 
week will be interesting. State was 
playing to poor business Saturday 
afternoon. Either the picture and 
the stage show, including Buck and 
Bubbles, Ben Alley from radio, and 
Benny Davis as topnotchers, wasn't 
drawing, or the scarcity of cus- 
tomers is to be expected at this 
time. 

The vaudeville show is one of the 
best all-around entertaining pro- 
grams in here in a long while. It’s 
a long bill, running 92 minutes, but 
never tires. Plenty of variety in 
its makeup, it will fill the demands 
of most any vaude fan. 


DuPonts lead off with their jug- 
gling, the pantomime of which for 
jts comedy value overshadows the 
nimble manner in which jugglery 
implements are manipulated. The 
act worked in front of a pretty cold 
audience, but one which seemed to 
quickly warm up. By the time 
Benny Davis and his Gang brought 
up the rear, enthusiasm ‘had built 
up to a fine point, despite the lack 
of population at the Saturday mati- 
nee. 

Alley (New Acts) spotted second. 
‘Alley is from radio, where he has 
made enough of a name for himself 
that it ought to mean something to 
vaude. On the stage his perform- 
ance neither disappoints nor im- 
presses deeply. Having a good 
voice, Alley needs more showman- 
ship in selling it from. the stage, 


He gives way to Carl Shaw and 
Co., latter meaning Frank Gallagher 
and Patricia Campbell, The clown- 
dancer’s act is full of hoke, but also 
includes much effective dancing, all 
of it by Shaw. In some ways the 
hoke is overdone a little. It could 
be trimmed somewhat in the proper 
places for better effectiveness. 


Shaw started the ball a-rolling on 
outstanding applause, reaping swell 
returns. The fans could have stood 
more, even after the 16 minutes that 
they got. 

Buck and Bubbles, in the choice 
niche, took advantage of the situa- 
tion and hung around an even 20 
minutes. They made themselves 
very much at home, took their:time 
in everything they did with that 
somehow seeming appropriate to 
the occasion, and finally took their 
leave in a big way. The boys have 
some tip-top comedy material in 
their routine, not to say anything 
about the dancing. Since Alley was 
on the bill and a mike was handy, 
they even did some work around 
that, the blues song’ hit collecting 
a generous round of laughs. 


Never before has Davis had such 
a talented group with him, There 
are 10 of them in the. specialty 
lineup and probably everyone will 
get same place. Providing 37 min- 
utes of entertainment no one can 
kick about. 

Apparently believing in doling out 
anyone’s money’s worth this week, 
the State, despite the long picture 
and vaude bill, has found room for a 
short, ‘Piscatorial Pleasures’. (Met- 
ro). .Then there’s Ruby Zwerling 
and his orchestra, but this week 
they confine themselves to playing 
the show, plus a vocal while one 
of the trailers is on. If persons do 
not want to look at those trailers, 
they can turn their head and listen 
to the fairly good voice of one of 
Zwerling’s trumpet-men. There’s 
also the usual Hearst-Metrotone 
News. And not cut, either. 

Char. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


‘ Los Angeles, July 16. 

With a five-act vaude unit sans 
names of b. o, calibre, and with a 
‘weak sister’ on the. sheet, house 
took advantage of the R-K-O Op- 
portunity Revue, originally intended 
for the Hillstreet, and advertised 
the current show as a triple-head- 
liner... At that, it didn’t mean much 
to John Public as a draw. 

Regular vaude is first of the new 
five-act series, and shapes up well. 
No top billing, but Fred Sanborne 
easily wins that spot. First figured 
by the uninitiated as a stooge, San- 
borne, with his pantomine, quickly 
established himself, and when he 
went into his xylophone stuff had 
everything his own way. Judson 
Cole works straight and handles the 
assignment satisfactorily. A wom- 
an stooge, exiting through audience, 
also is used. 

DeWolf, Metcalf and Ford, boy 
and two girl hoofers, open and re- 
veal plenty of eccentric stepping, 
also some exceptional contortion by 
the boy. In the deuce spot Mad- 
eline Patrice, whose billing is ‘Ca- 
ruso’s Protegy,’ has a particularly 
clear lyric soprano voice. She war- 
bles a bit, winding up with a couple 
of violin numbers. 

Using a blonde girl stooge for 
comedy, Raymond Wilbert clowns, 
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does a few trick golf shots and per- 
forms a hoop trick on a series of 
ropes, Girl, unprogrammed, has 
looks and personality, and steals the 
honors. Her droll panning of Wil- 
bert is funny, and to cap it off she 
shows some snappy buck dancing. 

Sanborne in the next-to-close, 
with finale spot allotted to the Four 
Golden Blondes, four personable 
girls who know how to render har- 
mony with na well defined sense of 
comedy. They make a travesty of 
several air chain programs and en- 
tertain celebs, winding up with a 
semi-heavy telephone song bit that 
clicks nicely. 

Opportunity Revue, comprising 65 
amateurs and near-pros selected by 
the Los Angeles ‘Record’ follows. 
There’s the usual routine of line 
numbers and blackouts, and several 
dancing and vocal numbers which 
stand out. Member of revue who 
wins the honor will go to New York 
as part of a national R-K-O revue. 
Next two winners get one week each 
at the local house. 

‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) and 
two clips of Pathe News round up 
three-hour show. Trade for open- 
ing matinee started slow with about 
two-thirds lower floor filled at end 
of first stanza. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 16. 

This unit, billing three of its five 
acts as ‘headliners,’ rates ahead of 
most of its precedessors in quality. 
Its top honors are accorded to 
James Hall of pictures, Carl Freed, 
and Hill and Hoffman. The two 
latter are outstanding comedy acts 


and boast entertainment merit of 
big-time calibre, giving the show its 
main strength. 


Joe Kelso and Maurie Kelly also 
insert plenty of laughs into their 
hokum magic numbér and crash 
into the Hall and Freed acts for 
further comedy business. Consid- 
ering the moderate outlay of around 
$2,000 for the unit, commendable re- 
sults have been achieved. While 
box-office names are lacking—Hall 
meaning little-—any show packing 
as much fun as this one does is 
bound to send away the customers 
well satisfied. 


Anne Howe, dancing aerialist, 
opens the bill nicely. This tiny bit 
of humanity does an aerial jazz 
dance, consisting of kicking and 
twisting while hanging suspended 
by her teeth from mid-air, She also 
sings as she goes into various poses 
from an aerial perch on a rope... It 
is announced that Miss Howe dou- 
bled for Helen Twelvetrees in a 
circus picture, and for a fast wind- 
up she offers a number done by. her. 
in the film, a breath-taking spin 
suspended by her teeth, - It enables 
her to finish to good applause re-. 
turns. 

In the deuce spot, Joe Kelso, as+ 
sisted by Maurie Kelly and Janet 
Lorayne, mixes magic, comedy and 
dancing acceptably, providing an 
appetizing entertainment melange. 
Kelso performs his usual sleight-of- 
hand tricks in showmanly fashion, 
while Kelly, in stooge makeup, con- 
tributes his clowning accompani- 
ment that helps . greatly. Kelly's 
jokes are of ancient vintage, but the 
audience apparently doesn’t mind. 
Miss Lorayne is a trim and comely 
blonde who serves as a foil and who 
also cffers a pleasing acrobatic 
dance number. 

A smatter of applause greeting 
James Hall on his entry seemed to 
indicate that, despite his absence 
from pictures for several years, he 
has not been entirely forgotten. The 
ex-film actor, who appeared here at 
the Minnesota theatre a season or 
so ago, is handicapped by poor ma- 
terial. Hall needs a brand-new and 
snappier monolog. His rendition of 
several of the songs that he has 
sung in the film failed here to make 
much of an impression. But he is 
pleasant and tries earnestly. Kelso 
and Kelly break in and interrupt 
occasionally to inform him that 
something is wrong with his act, 
finally hitting upon the des¢ériptive 
word which they have been trying 
to call to mind. It’s ‘terrible.’ 

Charlie Hill and Miss Hoffman 
have a corking next-to-closing act 
that. deservedly stops the show. Hill 
scores heavily with his clowning 
and his pianolog, which is devoted 
to an illustration of how all songs 
apparently have sprung from the 
cuckoo and Bob White calls, and 
how new songs are just revamps of 
old ones. After a bit of comedy 
with Hill, the ample and personable 
Miss Hoffman gets down to some 
real singing which leaves the dus- 
tomers begging for more. 

Carl Freed has his four stooge 
comedy musicians and Kelso and 
Kelly to aid him in his always 
pleasing potpourri of music and 
slapstick nonsense. It follows along 
the usual effective Freed lines. 
Freed plays his assortment of in- 
struments and a couple of the boys 
do a good dance number. There’s 
also a shapely and Frenchy young 
woman who serves a decorative 
purpose. Some of the stooge com- 
edy business is reminiscent of the 
Joe Cook routines. For the clown- 
ing finish Freed leads his four-piece 
comedy band in several numbers. 

On the screen ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio), in its second week: 
a cartoon and other comedy, and 
Pathe news. A fair aces tom 
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jat this performance. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Loew's Orpheum is the only vaude- 
ville house left in New York be- 
tween the RKO Palace on 46th 
street and the Mt. Morris, indie, at 
116th street. That's on the East 
Side. On the West Side it’s an even 
longer stretch, there being no vaude 
nearer than the Audubon at 165th 
street. Despite which the Orpheum 
is having a plenty tough time mak- 
ing a go of it. 

And it isn’t that the customers 
aren't getting their money’s worth. 
Currently, for instance, there're five 


fairly standard acts and ‘Scarface’ 
(UA) on the screen. The picture 
should drag ’em in on its own 


strength. The vaude is good enough 
to hold ’em and please without espe- 
cially exciting anybody. But Satur- 
day afternoon was just another day 
at the box office. 

Ann and George Schuler have 
been doing their hand-to-hand turn 
fer lo these manys years and are 
still pretty effective. The woman is 
the understander. Bernard and 
Henri, deucing, are another veteran 
duo. Girls that sing pleasantly. 

Ben Marks, a comic hailing back 
to the days when, is either doing a 
new turn or has been missed by the 
‘Variety’ reviewers for some time. 
It’s low—very low—hoke sufficiently 
effective for nabes. Jack Pepper 
holds next to shut with no trouble 
at all. He’s still working with the 
same duo of stooges that have held 
his act up for some time... They're 
clever, and even if Pepper himself 
does nothing much, he’s a pleasant- 
looking youngster and the custom- 
ers like him. The turn almost tied 
the show up Saturday matinee. 

To close, there’s a gir] flash titled 
‘Dancing Moderns’ (New Acts), 
which possibly supplied the s. a. for 
the bill. Nine fairly pretty children 
who need more practice, but prob- 
ably are good enough to close a 
show as is. Kauf. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 12, 


Best gross in weeks looms for the 
Gate, now that RKO’s Orph is dark 
and this house has pick of Radio, 
Pathe, U, and Columbia celluloid. 
Constance Bennett in ‘What Price 
Hollywood’ and the RKO Opportun- 
ity Revue, together with five acts of 
vaude, combine to give 170 minutes 
of entertainment currently, which is 
plenty in any man’s showshop. 

Opportunity Revue, part of a na- 
tional RKO move, was capably pro- 
duced by Ben Black and run off 
snappily in 40 minutes without the 
script originally prepared for these 
shows. Only thing retained was the 
theme song, that sung by a capable 
miss and juve, the girl especially 
good, and the latter inclined to ad 
lib now that show was in its fifth 
day. Best punches came from a 
pair of colored kid hoofers, a col- 
ored girl singer-hoofer, another fem 
chanter, and a mixed tap team. But 
nothing that will get past Market 
street. 

Vaude headlined by Ray Mayer 
and Edith Evans, former a ‘home- 
town boy who has made good for 
RKO. Don Santo and Exie slid 
through a comedy routine.’ Davy 
Jones and Peggy Lee, with’ three 
others, hoofed. Bobby May, this 
time with a stooge, juggled. Lya 
and Wolf opened with aerial work. 
Entire vaude unit cut to 40 minutes, 
so there wasn’t anything outstand- 
ing. Claude Sweeten’s band held 
Aown both pit and stage in neat 
fashion. Bock. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 12. 

Baltimore exhibitors, particularly 
the neighborhooders, admit that 
likely they’re 100% better off than 
their brother exhibs in other towns. 
It’s a news item of itself that not 
one neighborhood spot in this en- 
tire city of nearly 1,000,000 has shut 
down, for the summer or otherwise. 
Whether this is due to under-seat- 
ing (the local exhibs hasten to deny 
such a thought) or to lower ex- 
penses, both in film and help, or to 
the steady thrift of the local popu- 
lace has not been decided. Prob- 
ably all three have their share. 

Of biggest excitement in this 
town in some time is the recent 
snuffing of the old blue law and the 
opening of the Sundays for the the- 
atres. It was, admittedly, strictly 
the move of the downtown houses 
and the circuit spots particularly. 
The neighborhooders also feared 
that the downtown spots would get 
the amusement allowance of the 
public on Sundays and leave the 
outlying houses to starve the rest 
of the week. So they not only gave 
no assistance to the anti-blue law 
faction, but even sought to chill 
the move. This was not open an- 
tagonism, however, since the nabe 
exhibs feared to buck the senti- 
ments of the town which was de- 
cidedly in favor of killing the blue 
code. 

As it worked out, the Sundays 
thus far have not been too success- 


ful. The predicted influx from the 
rural districts for the Sabbath 
shows has materialized. In the 


downtown houses on the Sunday 
afternoons it’s possible to shoot off 
a machine gun with no fear of hit- 
ting anyone. Biz starts to dribble 





in at sundown. Same goes for the 
nabes, with most of ‘em complain- 


Amateur Nite with 


the Hook and 


Seltzer Bottle Packs ‘Em in Brooklyn 





By RUTH MORRIS 

The hook, the slapstick, the selt- 
zer water bottle and the break- 
away chair—time-worm symbols of 
amateur night—are being revived 
for the drama lovers of Brooklyn. 
Friday is the night dedicated to 
the finer things by District Manager 
Joe Lee. ‘Come One, Come All,’ 
he __sinvites. ‘$—Valuable Cash 
Prizes—$; HOOK for the 
Loser.’ 


Greenpernt turns out for its 
drama festival: club members, to 
applaud the loudest singer in their 
verein; mama, papa and the kids, 
to cheer little Henry through his 
waltz clog and see that papa’s silk 
wedding hat doesn’t get lost in the 
shuffle; neighborhood dandies, to 
acclaim neighborhood belles. A host 
of unallied spectators waits only for 
that precious impulse to release the 
first boo that starts an uproar. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Lee pauses in his 
trips from backstage to box-office, 
to sweep a glance from orchestra 
to gallery. Wonderment, tenderness 
glow in his eyes. ‘Fright night,’ 
he says, hardly daring to trust his 
own vision. ‘No cooling system— 
and look at it.’ 

The Greenpoint Theatre, crammed 
from pit to dome on a sweltering 
summer evening, voices the local 
appreciation of showmanship with 
a slapstick, 


Brooklyn’s public auditions are 
hearty with hokum, rich with the 
flavor of raspberry. Dr. Lee’s as- 
sistants know the exact moment to 
interrupt ‘The Ballad of Yukon 
Jake’ with a carefully aimed sand- 
bag. Their skill with the seltzer 
water bottle never fails. They are 
artistry itself in wielding the slap- 
stick on a lad who ‘plays the guitar 
and harmonica—and also sings.’ 

Guided by their tender hands, the 
hook starts its dramatic entrance 
from the wings. Not until the house 
has had ample time to crow over its 
approach, does‘ it encircle the vic- 
tism and draw him, still singing 


the 


lustily, from the sight—but not the 
sound—of his audience. 

Wily Dr. Lee has anticipated such 
delicate emergencies. It would never 
do to hurt the feelings of local as- 
pirants. They receive star billing 
in the weekly ads—but no rough 
stuff on the stage. Thus, home tal- 
ent programs are interspersed—in 
the right spots for applause values 
—with five plants who are paid 
and prepared to ‘take it.’ 

‘The plants draw the business,’ is 
Dr. Lee’s explanation of his 
strategic move. 


Pooling 40 Bucks 


For ‘taking it,’ the plants receive 
a lump sum of $40, divided amongst 
themselves, an m.c. and a piano 
player. The best things in Brook- 
lyn amateur nights are practically 
free. 

If the audience suspects the pres- 
ence of ‘ringers’ it doesn’t let on, 
It would rather be fooled into howl- 
ing at an amateur than subdued 
by the polite decorum of the regu- 
lation ‘Opportunity Contest’ H 
trusts Dr. Lee, knowing that when 
things lag, he will stick in a pie- 
eating contest. 

Hecklers come week after week 
(in its third week, Dr. Lee gives his 
amateur cycle a good eighteen 
months to run itself out) knowing 
that they'll find some new angle of 
hybrid entertainment. 

‘We vary programs,’ the doctor 
explains, ‘Next week we'll give ’em 
the bladder, the flour bag, a couple 
of stooges and the hot-seat. Al« 
ways something new.’ 

Though they boo and cat-call 
with the best of Madison Square 
Garden technique, the Brooklynites 
show hearts of gold when given the 
chance, The top tenor—be he plant 
or genuine—who yodels, then fer< 
vidly tears apart ‘Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,’ receives not ‘only a green 
spotlight but a barrage of terrific 
appreciation. . 

A local boy stumbles awkwardly 


(Continued from page 62) 





ing they don’t make expenses on the 
Sunday afternoon shows. 

Now they’re all waiting for two 
things, winter and the education of 
the public to Sunday performances. 
Most of ’em do agree, however, that 
for the general rep of the burg as a 
modern city it was best to do awsy 
with the Sunday crepe. 

Of more importance is the fact 
that for three years now Baltimore 
has been riding without daylight 
saving, the theatres having waged 
a terrific campaign at that time to 
get back to the standard clock, 
That is a real money-saving item. 

Hippodrome is now the town’s 
only downtown vaude house. Only 
in the Century, with presentations, 
is there another consistent flesh 
spot. This past winter has seen a 
local battle for stage attractions, 
instigated by the Hipp’s new vaude 
policy, and resulted in the Rivoli, 
Keith’s and New all spotting acts, 
while the old two-a-day Maryland 
tried to revive that policy. All four 
competitors dropped out of the 
regular stage market for the sum- 
mer, but are likely to return in the 
fall. 

This house was reopened about a 
year ago after having been dark 
about two years. It is now oper- 
ated by the Rappaport group which 
sold out to Warners in Philadel- 
phia, 

They have a nice 2,800-seat spot 
here, somewhat off the .main line, 
but close enopgh, even. for the 
shopper trade, They stuck up a 
marquee that knocked this town’s 
eye out. 

Vaude for the house is under 
Eddie Sherman. in Philly, but is 
really booked out of the William 
Morris office in New York. Has 
been playing some real stock at- 
tractions off and on, taking such 
names as Duke E}lington, El Bren- 
de!, ‘50 Million Frenchmen,’ Fifi 
Dorsay, Jackie Cooper, July 23 
brings in Cab Calloway. 

Its regular acts are all standard 
stuff, big and family type material. 
On the bill this week are recog- 
nizables like Three Jacks, who 
opened on a tapping and hoofing 
routine, finishing best on the chal- 
lenge legwork. Ray and Harrison 
took the deuce, and are still making 
the error of using borderline ma- 
terial. They are, as ever, managing 
to pull the act out of the fire by 
that clowning closing ballet and 
adagio burlesqne. 

Bill Blomberg’s seven Alaskan 
hounds were perfect for the kids, 
the dogs managing the regulation 
run of stunts, ending with the 
jumps. Slack-rope balancing is 





still a sock bit. 
Eddie White took next-to-closing, 
and managed his usual presentable 


single turn with jokes not too old 
and a voice that fits the pop tune 
delivery. He’s now using Fannie 
Brice’s ‘Second-Hand Rose’ song, 
but here it’s Mose. Closing were 
the six Dance Aristocrats, four girls 
aiding the two men in furnishing 
the needed femmes and flash on this 
five-people turn. 


Whole thing summed up to a not 
strong, but presentable, _ line-up, 
and according to reception, oke for 
the family audience, Entire thing, 
however, evidenced an attempt on 
the part of the house to save money 
on the stage this week, probably 
figuring that no name strength was 
needed, since the picture is ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ (Radio). Biz, how- 
ever, was only fair, proving that 
the attractions still count, 


Eight men in the orchestra, and 
headed by Lou Schrader, brought 
down from Philly. Band suitable 
both in the overture and playing 
for the acts. Rufftown Comedy 
(Pathe) and six Fox newsclips 
completed. old, 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 15. 
Seven standaré@ acts of lesser cali- 
ber comprise the Warner downtown 
house’s stage bill this week. Diffi- 
cult to pick anything outstanding, 
with all acts giving satisfaction. 


Opener, Olga and Lester, com- 
bined acrobatics with adagio for 
several especially good feats. Girl 
displays great ease and grace as the 
understander. Three Blue Blazes, 
neat young men. hoofers, did well 
with their off-beat and wing tap- 
ping. English juggler, Richard 
Wally, followed with his surefire 
handling of billiard balls, a novelty 
turn that stands out. 

Masters and Grace, crossfire chat- 

ter team, pulled a few old ones, but 
otherwise supplied a neat turn that 
would be better for less singing. 
Diminutive femme member is remi- 
niscent of Winnie Lightner. Morey 
Amsterdam, who m.c.’d the show, 
stepped out for a viola specialty and 
some gagging that sounded new. 
Boy is developing constantly and 
after another year’s experience 
should go to the front. 
Moore and Shy, fat man and 
dwarf out of the Olsen and John- 
son act, are pretty unimportant for 
next-to-closing, but their knock- 
about work was well received, Her- 
cules trio close with about three 
minutes of substantial acrobatics, 
adapting many old two-man tricks 
to fit their act. Business good sec- 
ond night. Feature ‘Miss Pinker- 
ton’ (WB) and a Vitaphone travelog, 
rounded out the bill. 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, July 15. 
One of those heavy money stage 
could 


shows that only Napoleon 

have visualized a few years back, 
but which are now just a matter of 
course in the Broadway picture 
houses, is currently setting the 
Capitol back around $14,000 in sal- 
aries. The people are Jack Benny 
Armida and Abe Lyman’s band from 
the stage and four picture names, 
none a star, but all well known; 
Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt, Lew 
Cody and Anna May Wong. Her- 


sholt is ‘doubling’ in the same the- 
atre, being on the screen also. 
The usual rub in playing such a 
show is the problem of what to fol- 
low with next week. The Capitol 
is simplifying that by booking a 
$19,000 layout with Lou Holtz, Phil 


Baker and the Lyman band, hold- | stimulus. ‘ i 
And then what's going to |nental Bank & Trust rep is looking 


ing over. 
follow that one? 

As if the poor old Capitol mar- 
quee isn’t overboard enough cur- 
rently, Helen Twelvetrees is still 
another name to crowd into the 
lights. She's delivered by the pic- 
ture end, via ‘Unashamed’ (Metro). 
The screen isn’t only playing second 
fiddle this week; it’s ‘way back in 
the band with the tuba. 

The stage show is composed of 
two distinct types of talent. One is! 
intended for entertainment purposes 
chiefly. Benny, the Lyman band and 
Armida in a lesser way are in that 
category. The picture people are 
the other type. Their assignment is 
to attract attention. 

Benny and Lyman manage to pro- 
vide enough sound entertainment 
value to carry the show, while the 
picture names probably will fullfil 
their mission by attracting atten- 
tion. At least the Capitol is cour- 
ageous with its own dough. There 
was more entertainment than atten- 
tion attracting opening day, but 
maybe it was the weather. Entire 
rear part of the shelf at the night 
show was as empty as the Yankee 
Stadium when the Red Sox are in 
town, and that’s generally a danger 
sign at this house. A break in the 
heat may be a break for the house 
if arriving later in the week. 

For a bill made up chiefly of pic- 
ture players’ out of their natural 
element, it doesn’t play badly at all. 
The average theatre patrons’ in- 
terest in seeing a picture celeb in 
person can’t be denied. Witness the 
reception accorded each of the cur- 
rent quartet upon entering. Her- 
sholt’s ran almost a full minute, 
largely due, perhaps, to his addi- 
tional screen work on the same 
show. 

Benny now appears to have the 
B'’way routine down pat, after hav- 
ing played about everything on the 
street lately. His system is mixing 
the oldies with a couple of new 
gags, plus subtle salesmanship. He 
looked extra well on this bill, with 
no competition in sight. He was 
helpful to the whole thing, but es- 
pecially handy to Miss Merkel, who 
needed precisely the treatment she 
received to register on a picture 
house stage, Miss Merkel is a po- 
lite comedienne on and off the 
screen, and that’s no cinch article 
to sell on a variety stage. A cou- 
ple minutes of fast chatter and a 
few right answers got her off safely. 

Cody was troubled with some 
hecklers in the rear of the house 
during his monolog and appeared to 
unconsciously attempt to rush 
through,. The rear customers ap- 
plauded in the middle of the gags to 
denote they couldn't hear. Cody 
tried to snuggle closer to the mike 
and after a few bad tries he suc- 
ceeded, for there was no more 
racket. This suave picture straight 
man’s glaring fault is making his 
status as a great lover the point of 
all his paragraphs. After the first 
two it no longer sounded like kid- 
ding. Cody’s turn here isn’t nearly 
as good as the one he carried 
around the two and three a day a 
few years ago. 


| , . 
| versatile group, was fine, 


as usual, 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


in ensemble work that ranged from 


toes to taps. 
good in the Chinese sequence 
erounding Miss Wong, and taste- 
fully costumed throughout. Six 
showgirl lookers augment the 
with posing in the rear. Bige. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, July 16. 
Alford Chapman, running this de 
luxer for the bankers, is conjuring 


|}policy around the middle of next 
month. House doesn’t seem to be 
| getting anywhere and Chapman, a 
recruit from the money and securl- 
ities market, figures that returning 
ithe spot to its original house pres- 
lentation policy may be the thing 
lthat would give the b.o. a little 
| Meanwhile the Conti- 


into the matter of getting together 


'a production staff and the availa- 


bility and prices of name talent. 
After that will come the submitting 
of the budget and the plan to the 
bank’s directing minds. 

Business at the opening perform- 
ance was no better nor worse than 
has prevailed the past two months. 
Way the place is being operated 
gives the impression that all con- 
cerned are just marking time and 
waiting for something to. happen, 
with the main object obviously to 
keep the expenses down until the 
miracle arrives or the bankers de- 
cide to make a strategic move 
either way. 

Current week's entertainment fod- 
der touts the F.&M. ‘Veils Idea’ and 
Ufa’s English version of ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness,’ with a Hal Beckett 
organlog, a Freddy Mack pit over- 
ture and a Fox newsreel sand- 
wiched in between. Barbara O’Day 
is still supplying the words for the 
Beckett interlude, while Annette 
Lake does a similar chore for the 
orchestra. 

Zelda Santley easily shows up as 
the brightest ray of talent in the 
F.&M. presentation. A girl that 
packs a hefty flock of it as well as 
a brilliantly orfginal knack for 
mimicry. In her repertoire of pic- 
ture star take-offs she passes up 
one that should come to her with- 
out the least effort, and that’s Nor- 
ma Shearer. Likely doesn’t do it 
for that very reason, since at first 
sight the girl gives the impression 
of being a dead ringer. Got her 
biggest response on the Zasu Pitts 
impersonation, deftly conceived and 
vividly done. Scored also with her 
Helen Morgan number, but sets 
herself back badly with an attempt 
at the ‘Schnoz’ Durante charade. 

Idea is routined and staged along 
the customary F.&M. lines, with the 
high spot of the dancing ensemble 
and scenic embellishment coming 
midway in the 40-minute runoff, a 
rousing whirligig in which veils and 
scarfs are the central motif. Other 
full stage number, ushered into the 
finale didn’t seem to get much of a 
rise until the rhinestone bridal 
train encasing Miss Santley. 

Roy Rogers’ scored with his 
smooth pantomiming and spasm of 
acrobats. Remaining specialists in 
the troupe are made up of a nifty 
little contortionist in the person of 
Merna Fortune;. Madeline Schmid, 
filing the prima donna role ac- 
ceptably; Edna Errico, retailer of 
pop harmony, and Conrad’s Pigeons 
in simple bits of trick lore, but 
handled with showmanship plus. 

a Odec. 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, July 15. 

Names and novelty are lacking in 
the current Imperial prez, tightened 
purse-strings apparently an out- 
come of the Knevels house being 
the only theatre in town with a 
stage bill now that Shea’s Hipp is 
temporarily dark. Connie Bennett 
on the marquee in ‘What Price Hol- 
lywood’ (Radio). 

Not until the last seven minutes 





Miss Wong found a tolerant audi- 
ence for her lightweight and very 
unsuitable song cycle. With the 
xotic Chinese girl, the personal ap- 
pearance glamour counted more 
than with anyone else. The singing 
and the songs are pretty bad, 

Hersholt does one of the scenes 
from the current picture, making up 
for an old man part in view of the 
audience. As a recitation it would 
be meaningless were it not on the 
same bill with the picture, but here 
the audience knew what he was 
ariving at. Hersholt’s is the most 


pleasant stage presence of the 
troupe. He was just unassuming 
enough. 


Armida is doing her cigaret pass- 
ing number in the audience, lost to 
the entire upstairs clientele in this 
large theatre, and apparently not so 
hot downstairs either, along with a 
Spanish dance and a satire on an 
operatic soprano. Latter is of the 
elementary comedy school and done 
by about every femme single when 
material runs low, but as handled 
by Armida it’s rather cute. Simply 
because the tiny Armida is a cute 
person. 

The Lyman band atoned for 
everything and everybody else by 
getting them into a receptive mood 
in half a dozen numbers at the 
start of the stage show. There- 
after the band went into the pit, 
where it’s replacing the regular 
house orchestra during this engage- 
ment. 

Permanent Chester Hale girl line, 


of the 42-minute stage bill is there 
any indication of speed and sus- 
|tained interest. This happens when 
| Lucille and a Verne, kid pair far 
| down in the billing, come on in the 
| finale for a Russian dance bit that’s 
|heavy on leaps and spins. Chal- 
|lenge numbers drew the best recep- 
tion of the evening and left the two 
featured acts far behind. 

Stage bill opens in full with bal- 
let, in salmon-colored gowns and 
hats, out on the elevator for a group 
recitation that is long and unintel- 
ligible. Then a slide up-stage to 
the filmy drapes and stage into ‘one’ 
for a high-kick bit by Nadine, as 
16-girl line-up eases on in pink 
rompers and hair ribbons for the 
usual routine. 

Dog act holds the trey spot, and 
Beth Lewis and Carlyle Bennett fol- 
low before the traveller for a duet. 
Bayes and Speck trail, clever ec- 
centric dancers who spoil things by 
unloading a barrage of aged-in-the- 
wood gags that lasted too long and 
sent their act into a steep nose-dive 
that not even a clever dance finish 
could offset. Exit was a train imi- 
tation, which gives an idea. Finale 
is a parade-of-the-nations idea, line 
girl, lavishly costumed, coming 
down a monel-metal staircase. Lent 
the only semblance of color to the 
entire sequence, but reception was 
mild until Lucille and La Verne 
came on. 

Jack Arthur conducting the over- 
ture, Horace Lapp at the orean. 
comedy, newsreel and cartoon fill. 

McStay 








They were especially 
back- 


line | 


| by 


Paris, July 7. 
The striking feature in the Olym- 
lpia show is a decided improvement 
‘in the staging, and 
lighting. Instead of the usual glar- 
ing lights a leaf has been taken out 


of the Francis A. Mangan book at | 


; the Paramount, and though there is 


| still much room for improvement, | 
|}th-. result is already much better. 
|with the idea of revising the stage | 


First comes a musical overture 
the orchestra, Lalo’s Spanish 
Symphony. Conductor is Georges 
Bailly, and C. Arrue does a very 
good violin solo. No scenic or car- 
toon is included, due to long stage 
show, and also to the feature itself, 
which is of considerable footage. 


Stage presentation by Andre Bay 
is titled ‘Dreamland,’ idea being to 
show dreams of different kinds in 
various colors. This is obtained 
without change of scenery—or prac- 
tically so—by using glittering back- 
drops of neutral colors, lighted suc- 
eessively in blue, pink, green and 
gold. Besides the 12 Mersey girls, 
now long associated with the Olym- 
pia, presentation includes a group 
of classical dancers known as the 
Ballet Bonafe—about a dozen girls 
headed by Lily Fioretta, and is 
topped by Mitsy and Danilo, adagio. 
They appear twice—first in a strip 
slow motion adagio, which gets 
them a very good hand, and then in 
an apache dance. Show is getting 
an excellent reception. 


After the presentation comes the 
feature, ‘La Petite Chocolatiere,’ 
starring Raimu, and getting tre- 
mendous laughs. Film has already 
played the ritzy Colisee. Mavi. 


ORPHEUM, SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 14. 
Return of Orpheum here to solid 
week of vaude signalized by bal- 
anced show that smacks of the bet- 
ter time stuff. 
Henry Francis Parks on organ 


rendered ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ win- 
ning plaudits and praise, as one of 
ace organ solos ever heard in the 
house. Tiny Burnett band followed 
in ‘Russian Melodies’ and played for 
the show as only Tiny does. 


Show caught was at mat. Crowd 
okay and vut in good humor. ‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (Pathe) and Con- 
stance Bennett helped make the 
week gross to big improvement, and 
vaude helped. 


Natty Jim Burchill and four good- 
looking blondes spotted in opener to 
ace returns. Lithe Eva Day was 
astounding in contortion-acrobatic 
dance, especially in her complete 
half-turn of body to pick up hanky. 
Marjory Palmer vivacious in thrill- 
ing flips feet to feet. Four girls and 
Jimmy all speedy. 

Johnny Perkins, the big playboy. 
then steps in his m.c. job, starting 
off with jolly lingo, his girth equaled 
by his mirth, and his girth is plenty 


circumference. Perkins put this 
gang out front into great good 
spirits. 


He introduces the Three Neal Sis- 
ters, who harmonize ‘Trees,’ good 
for couple of encores. 


Rath Bros. proved acrobats of 
real ability and were unstinting. 
Perkins worked with them, getting 
laughs. Rath boys did their big 
trick to good returns, as final en- 
core, 
Ruth Penny sings next alongside 
Johnny, with two of the Neal girls 
at Steinways. Chatter with Perk is 
fast, and fun-loaded. Then Ruthin 
character song, which is good. 

Perkins sells all the acts well, 
then sells himself for a song. Rich- 
ards, the colored lad, sings modestly 
and in sweet voice ‘Picardy,’ then in 
German, ‘Waltz Time,’ and an Irish 
ballad for good measure on a legiti- 
mate encore. 

This unit is well knit with Per- 
kins doing the needlework. 

Trepp. 


STATE, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 14. 


This theatre, ace Publix house 
here since the Minnesota’s closing, 
interrupts its straight film policy 
for a single week to bring in some: 
flesh-and-blood pit and stage en- 
tertainment. Four Mills Brothers 
and Lou Breese and 13 musicians 
and a singer from his erstwhile 
Minnesota theatre 24-piece orches- 
tra comprise the talent in a bill 
that arouses audience enthusiasm 
to a high pitch and creates all sorts 
of word-of-mouth boosting. 


There is no attempt to suggest a 
stage show. Breese, conducting the 
orchestra, appears with his musi- 
cians for a brief musical program 
of four numbers. He is a great 
local favorite-and, for this engage- 
ment, perhaps, as much of a card 
as the Mills Brothers who work in 
‘one’ before an ordinary house 
curtain, 


Screen program includes ‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par), Paramount News 
and an Oswald cartoon comedy. If 
the show lacked anything in quan- 
tity, however, it made up in qual- 
ity. It went over like a million 
dollars. 


The tall, suave Breese, every inch 





a showman, received an ovation 


particularly | 





| 
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EMBASSY 


New York, July 16. 

Current reel is tame. Caught for 
slightly over 50 minutes and 30-odd 
/clips, only two or three leave any 
loutgoing impression and these are 
i strietly from a curiosity or novelty 
angle. 

On the Coney Island fire, Fox 
gets too much and too high air 
stuff, whereas Par goes lower on 
the air and at better angles while 
also getting closeups of the blaze. 
Embassy might have used better 
judgment by spotting its other 
Coney Island heat scene before or 
after the fire clip. Shows crowded 
beach. 

Formerly the newsreels competed 
only against the press. Today it’s 
the press and radio. That's too 
much for the reels, and the Em- 
bassy clips are admirable testi- 
monials to this fact. 


There’s the shot of bringing back 
Aristide Briand’s body to his home 
town. Foreign, and as theatre stuff 
the clip is only archive. Another 
Hitler parade also is shown. If 
the Embassy continues to show 
this figure with his army, customers 


J 


| 


may begin to think the clips are 
library. They’re so similar each 
time. 


Considering newspaper competi- 
tion, it’s funny to see the Embassy 
plug a daily tab’s so-called radio 
contest. But it’s here, and so is 
Mayor Walker on only three clips. 
But His Honor seems to be look- 
ing more fit, even if a bit more 
serious, Customers like to hear 
him; he usually has a pun for them. 
And Jimmy Cannon is glimpsed 
right alongside Walker at the Poly- 
clinic hospital where the Mayor vis- 
ited his ailing wife. 

That’s a fair magazine bit show- 
ing Frazier Hunt interviewing War 
Minister Araki of Japan, with Araki 
reading his answers in Japanese to 
an interpreter. 

Usual Olympic tryout shots that 
everybody has are on, also Prince 
Leopold unveiling a monument to 
the late Gen. Fosch at Spa, Bel- 
gium. Gov. Roosevelt is shown in 
two successive clips, one with his 
family at Hyde Park, N. Y., and 
other as he leaves on yachting trip. 
Embassy goes into triple clips on 
reparations with Senators Johnson, 
Shipstead and Reed making a 
unanimous gesture against cancel- 
ing debts by U. S. But Senator 
Bingham’s clear and concise talk 
for _ prohibition repeal drew ap- 
plause. 

There’s an interesting view of un- 
employed musicians playing before 
an East Side audience. The com- 
era shies over the faces of the 
music listeners and proves inter- 
esting. 

One of the oldest post mortem 
clips shown is that of the London 
Psychic Society pulling its goat 
trick in Germany—that one about 
some abbacadabra routine to turn 
the goat into a human being; ex- 
periment that was carried in papers 
some weeks back. 

There’s a review of British col- 
ored troops at Nairobi, if parade 
stuff may still be interesting. That 
one on Pastor Kneipp’s disciples 


TRANS LUX 


New York, July 16. 

Trans-Lux Newsreeler on a new 
policy is showing three shorts with 
around 20 newsreel clips as a sum- 
mer policy. Program is bettered as 
entertainment. For the purpose 
Universal clips have been elimi- 
nated. Only Pathe and Par news, 
mostly Pathe. Show runs around 
an hour and is varied but still has 
a long way to go to prove com- 
parative show value at its two-biig 
admission price. 

As presented, an effort is seen to 
offer a varied aggregation of clips, 
apparently in the face of realization 
that newsreel of today must delve 
mostly into magazine screen stuff 
because radio and wired press has 
so much on them for speed and 
publication beats. 

A corking shot of the Coney Is- 
land fire, both from the air and 
closely. There’s a_ beautiful air 
view, showing several gliders in 
formation by Pathe. Also McAdoo 
and Senator Robert Moses of N. H., 
on the screen, in a brief pro and 
con of the presidential outlook for 
the parties. McAdoo is democratic, 
of course, and Moses republican, 
McAdoo collar takes up so much 
room. For an exclusive prohibition 
clip, of the magazine order, there 
is Mrs. Charles H. Sabin, head of 
the woman's group for repeal. An- 
nouncing that her society urges 
election of a democratic president 
this year. 

Pathe gives a brief and exclusive 
glimpse of Kaye Don in a new 
speed boat trial somewhere in Eng- 
land. Also a short of a new bur- 
glar proof device in London. It’s 
an action shot and okay, with some 
person explaining the device after- 
ward in the screen. 

Pathe’s showing of a _ western 
mining city where most of the in- 
habitants work as gold miners or 
work independently as placer dig- 
gers is interesting and worthy es- 
pecially in view of present gold talk 
both as to mining and the gold 
standard. 

Pathe has a popular clip worth 
seeing in Jack Sharkey and his 
family vacationing, with Sharkey 
doing a bit of crooning, for a prize 
fighter not at all badly. Customers 
will like that one. 

Pathe also shows the Olympic 
crew races, with California win- 
ning. This one is even better 
than that showing the Olympic 
swimming tryouts from _ photo- 
graphic angle on the action. 

A noticeable thing about the 
Pathe clips is the fact that they 
are mostly clearly photographed 
with angles to attract the onlook- 
ers. 

The shorts include Mickey Mouse 
in ‘The Grocery Boy’; ‘Pro and Con’ 





(Par) and Vitaphone’s ‘A Regular 
Trouper.’ Shan. 
walking bare-legged in a_ pool 


somewhere in Bavaria is just goofy. 
Gets a laugh, though. 
That plug on a new dance step, 
the ‘Earhart hop,’ is offside. 
Another publicity plug was that 
one about an old woman’s beauty 


contest at Steeplechase Park 
Ugly clip. Shan. 
ee) 





when he came out to direct his or- 
chestra, which occupied a raised 
platform in the pit. Julie Madison, 
singer who was featured at the 
Minnesota, contributed vocal bits 
during the four orchestra numbers. 
Breese soloed on trumpet and banjo, 
using numbers from ‘Rose Marie,’ 
‘A Great Big Bunch of You,’ a 
swell arrangement of Liszt’s ‘Sec- 
ond Hungarian Rhapsody’ and a 
song composition by Breese and 
Jack Malerich, also of the orches- 
tra, entitled ‘Lazy Stream’ and 
catchy. 


Paramount News was followed by 
the sizzling trailer for ‘Red Headed 
Woman,’ which was so strong that 
it provoked outright laughter in 
several spots, especially where it 
pleaded for grown-ups not to bring 
their kids. Mills Brothers were a 
riot. The colored lads, working in 
‘one,’ circled around a microphone 
in the center of the stage not 
shifting their positions during their 
numbers. They gave only two en- 
cores, ‘Sadie Green’ and ‘Tweet, 
Tweet, Tweet,’ with the 
in the pit assisting. They un- 
doubtedly could have given 20 en- 
cores. Audience was applauding 
well into the start of the feature. 


The show adds about $6,500 to 
the theatre’s nut, with the Mills 
Brothers copping $4,000, the orches- 
tra costing . bout $1,000 and ap- 
proximately $1,500 going into extra 
advertising. But the house will be 
more than compensated for the 
boosted expenditure. Ordinarily 
‘Make Me a Star’ would be lucky 
to do $9,000 here, whereas this 
week’s gross promises to hit over 
$20,000, prices having been boosted 
from 55c to 65c at night and from 
| 35c to 40c in the afternoon, with 
five de luxe shows a day. Complete 
capacity and a hold-out at this 
late night performance, and trade 
reported as building throughout the 
week, Rees. 








orchestra | 


‘shows. 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 16. 


Second of the locally built shows 
necessitated by the dropping of the 
Loew units formerly used and again 
one that is built to keep the costs 
down. With plenty of sets and 
drops available from the ware- 
house, this one costs for talent only 
and very little for that. And still 
not a bad show. ‘ 

Slow in getting started, the first 
part could stand pepping up, with 
the lagging due in most part to a 
personality singer, Charlotte Mur- 
rie, who fails to click, and also to 
some of the Stuart and Lash busi- 
ness being very weak. Latter make 
up for the early weakness with @ 
strong sock finale and put the show 
over as good entertainment, but 
they handicap themselves plenty 
with their dentist bit and other 
meaningless continuity. Other act 
to get over in a nice way is Nice, 
Floria and Lubow. Trio have a 
great knockabout idea, with the gal 
giving and taking 

Show opens slow with Lash on 
for an announcement of the acts. 
Robbins Trio on :skates opens well 
enough with a lot of swinging. Over 
in a mild way, with a distinct let- 
down with Charlotte Murrie. At 
this point it looked like one of them 
Nice, Floria and Lubow on 
next for some nice hoke slapstick, 
and built up the latter part of the 
show. 

Stuart and Lash on after several 
bits that didn’t mean anything and 
into the real meat of their act, 
which was very funny and got over 
for a big finale. Outstanding ws 
Lash directing the orchestra. From 
then on it was easy. 

Sam Benavie does a Franz Lehar 
overture, very effective, and Arsene 
Siegel an organ solo that is only 
average but pleases. Picture ‘Miss 





Pinkerton’ (WB) and business 
zood. Lee. 
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ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 15. 

Perhaps reflecting the intense 
heat outside, the stage show on the 
opening day was rather lackadaisi- 
eal. It didn’t hang together well. 
Sophie Tucker of course had no 
trouble in puncturing the target core 
as usual. And Jessel extracted a 
fair quota of laughs. Plus Jans and 
Whalen, no slouchegs, it sounded like 
big-time Broadway. But for rea- 
sons that would require too much 
analysis for a hot day and only one 
electric fan, the show was hardly 
memorable. 

Best of Leonidoff’s ideas was the 
opening, wherein one-half the cho- 
rus is garbed to represent Jessel and 
the other half to look like Madame 
Tucker. This might naturally be 
expected to provide a logical and 
clever introduction to the head- 
liners. Instead out pops Jessel 
alone and dressed differently than 
his replicas. Tucker when appear- 
ing is also attired differently. There- 
by muffiing on both counts the 
showmanly effect that was possible. 
Two back drops with line drawings 
of Jessel and Tucker were used for 
the chorus number. A pity there 
was no follow-through on such a 
worthy conception. 

Again the Oriental has a locally 
weak picture to be carried by the 
stage talent. ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ 
(Par) was not winning the laughs 
in the right spots or the anticipated 
volume. So it’s obvious. that 
Tucker-Jessel-Jans and Whalen 
combo will have to keep the wind in 
the sails unaided. 

Jans and Whalen’s alluring blonde 
stooges in provocative taffeta aided 
them to their biggest laughs. Team 
did very well throughout. Their re- 
mark about rather hearing Hoover's 
than Washington's farewell address 
did not register here as at the Roxy, 
New York, with the Friar’s Frolic. 

Leon Bloom, recently working at 
WBBM, returns to the pit as leader 
of the Oriental, succeeding Marcelli. 
Jessel commented, ‘We had an Ital- 
jan, but we got rid of him and hired 
a relative.’ Rendering ‘Little Gray 
Home in the West’ in the manner 
of Strauss, Wagner, Rimsky and 
Sousa, Bloom’s first overture was 
hailed by the payees with pro- 
nounced enthusiasm. 

Frank Wilson singing ‘Lazy Day’ 
with the orchestra was given a 
heart-throb welcome and a giant 
okay. Preston Sellers in masterful 
command of the organ was much to 
the fancy of the always-choral Ori- 
ental regulars. However, ‘Lullaby 
of the Leaves’ with its difficult 
minor melodies proved too severe a 
task for the Randolph street glee 
club. The more simple tunes were 
attacked with vigor and assurance. 

Jessel commented on his late 
White Owl program. Neither he 
nor his fellow artists on that radio 
interlude had much to do, Jessel 
averred, because the announcer took 
up most of the time describing 
White Owls as the ideal solution to 
all worries, including a runaway 
wife, a mortgage foreclosure, or an 
operation. 

Sophie Tucker said she loved 
James Cagney’s type, so Jessel 
kicked her. Starting to make love 
to her, Jessel stonped, saying, ‘I 
thought it was last week’ (Norma 
Talmadge), whereupon Soph told 
him ‘to rest up this week.’ Most of 
the blackouts were standard, and 
the other bits and gags had obvi- 
ously been rehearsed over the 
breakfast table at Henrici’s. A solo 
dancer, Kent Simon, was on and off 
to fair results. 

Business was okay at the set- 
away, but Friday is seldom a ba- 


rometer on the Oriental week. 
Land. 


FOX, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 9. 
Jack Dempsey was counted upon 
to swell receipts here, but while this 


Saturday midnight show was 
packed total week’s business was 
disappointing. Customers were 


actually standing in the aisles for 
this late frolic and they were a 
plenty rough crowd. 

While the ex-champ was smash- 
ing no boxoffice marks he wasn’t 
hanging up any records in stage en- 
tertainment either. His vehicle was 
a rehashing of the Willard Mack 
sketch which he played at Pan- 
tages about three years ago. In it 
he answered a flock of questions 
put to him by a supposed hick town 
sports writer, covering his past bat- 
tles and plans for the future. 

If he had put on the gloves for a 
few minutes he’d have had a turn 
that would have. pleased ‘em all. 
Instead he gave a desultory per- 
formance that revealed his inability 
to read lines or clown. As an added 
attraction for the midnight show a 
half dozen local pug tyros waltzed 
through six rounds of leather tess- 


ing that served as a swell oppor- | 


tunity for the gallery denizens to 
exercise their lungs. 

But the payoff of the show was 
Lina Basquette, who preceded 


Dempsey with a perfect exhibition | 


of what not to do with a tough 
house. Though ticket buyers had 
kept pretty quiet throughout the 
overture and F. & M. show, Miss 


Basquette parted the curtains and 
stepped out to announce, ‘Listen, 


you muggs! If you’re going to be 
noisy, I can stay here as long as 
you can.’ 


Followed up her opener with ad- 
Monitions te ‘Wait a minute’ and < 


long diatribe against the rough- 
necks who razzed her, and suc- 
ceeded in turning a previously quiet 
house into a crowded aviary—full of 
birds. She also did two dances, 
Fanchon & Marco’s Gus Edwards’ 
‘Radio Revue’ with Eddie Bruce, Al- 
bee Sisters, -Bill Aronson, Leota 
Lane, Kay Fayre and the parrot, 
John Tio, was an abbreviated ver- 
sion of the regular ‘Idea’ cut down 
because of Dempsey and Basquette. 


Biggest flash of the entire show 
was Walt Roesner’s overture, in 
which Caesar Pezzolo’s group of 40 
accordionists on full stage gave an 
outstanding episode that resulted in 
three encores. Joaquin Garay sang 
‘Shanty in Old Shanty Town’ and 
also encored. Another feature of 
the overture was return of house's 
stock vocal chorus of 20, in the pit. 
Added coloz and tone to Roesner’s 
orchestrating of ‘Neapolitan Airs.’ 

‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ 
(Par) on screen. Business off on 
matinees, up at nights. Bock, 


Chinese, Hollywood 
Hollywood, July 15. 
Sid Grauman, always trying to 








; 


keep abreast of the times and with 
the Olympic Games almost at hand, 
is providing ‘A Night at the Olym- 
pics’ as the current prolog in con- 
junction with the run of ‘Strange 
Interlude.’ 

Atmospheric background he serves 
with it is a replica of the stadium 
center, colorful and full of sparkle. 
There is not a detail overlooked in 
its construction or filling, even to 
the last tier, where he has placed 


as onlookers his famous collection 
of ‘dummies,’ which are taken out 
of the cellar archives every now and 
then. In the center tier is an im- 
personator of Gov. Rolph, who meg- 
aphones the start of the Olympic 
games, with the announcer then 
heralding the balance of the events. 
In the side sections are placed per- 
sons garbed to represent visitors 
from the various parts of the world, 
which gives the entire picture an 
interesting coloring. 


Action starts with the parade of 
the contestants of all nations, carry- 
ing banners designating their rep- 
resentation. Is big hip-hip-hooray 
getaway and serves as prelude to 
the vaudeville portion. Latter is 
made up of nine acts, standard in 
their class, but not assembled on 
opening night to give one of those 
bing-bang click performances that 
Grauman is noted for. Show ran 
59 minutes and dragged during its 
middle portion. Seems as though 
variety selection for blending pur- 
poses was overlooked, but can be 
straightened out with re-assemblage 
and a possible addition of speed 
novelties. 


Big moments of entertainment are 
supplied by the Frank and Milt 
Britton gang and Shaw and Lee, 
with the former all but panicking 
the audience in their spectacular 
finish, which brought a thunderous 
response from out front. The tor- 
nado of music and acrobatic knock- 
about antics of the Brittons are 
new here, and will be the talk of 
the cinema group, with some one 
trying to figure out how they can 
be injected into current cinematic 
endeavors. 


Shaw and Lee routine was also 
something they were craving for, 
and in middle of the bill had many 
a rib sore from laughter. 


Joplin Kiddie, a mite of eight or 
nine, started off the entertainment 
portion with tap dancing, to make 
way for the Candreva aggregation, 
six of them, who rendered musical 
diversion on the trumpets. They 
were ushered out again later in the 
bill for a triple tongue rendition that 
scored. 

Gomez and Winona, seen with 
‘Crazy Quilt’ earlier in the season, 
had two spots in which they ren- 
dered a Viennese waltz and the 
‘Bolero. Smartly clad, they gave 
the class touch to the stage show. 

Sanami and Michi introducing 
their Buddha worship, arm move- 
ments and dance, well lighted, had 
their turn preceding the Five Max- 
ellos doing pedal  equilibristics. 
Boys’ routine started off very fast, 
but too much attention was given to 
|}comedy, using the taller member of 








[the Shaw and Lee turn, which de- | 
{tracted from the audience's intend- | 
led reaction at the finish. Several | 
|minutes of tightening of the routine | 
;can help matters greatly. Then, 
|with the Brittons for the finish, | 
|matters perked up again, giving | 
|plenty of life to the proceedings with | 
|the knockdown and dragout finish. | 
Oscar Bohm provided a grand 
opera medley as the orchestral con- 
‘tribution, which provided plenty of 
|} sound for the rhythmic approach to 
their seats of the late arrivals. 
Pete Smith’s ‘Color Scales’ (M-G- 
M) (Talking Shorts) and Walt Dis- 
ney’s first United Artists’ Silly Sym- 
phony, ‘Flowers and Trees,’ in Tech- 
nicolor, provided the opcning screen 
entertainment. Disney short 
spontaneous reception and applause 
at finish. Technicolor treatment of 
these processed assemblages, adds 
class to the offering and opens the 
field of color to this type of short. | 
Ung. 


had!y 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, July 6. 
Paramount features another Join- 


ville production; and the stage 
presentation, as before, has been 
considerably curtailed. However, 


due to the local novelty of Lucille 
Page, show clicks, and is doing 
comparatively well. 

It opens with a mixed newsreel. 
Next a short sketch by A. Ville- 
metz and Saint-Granier. These 
sketches—very funny—have been 
made by the Joinville’ studios. 
The sketch shown here, called ‘The 
Crollington Method,’ is the story of | 
trouble caused by a dentist and gets | 
many laughs, but had to be some- 
what scissored to reduce footage. 


The musical overture is ‘Bo- | 
hemian Tunes,’ by Sarasate, and a | 
very good violin solo is given by | 
Max Roques. Pierre Millot, 
sical director, has managed to com- 
press the band for the summer 
without making it felt too much. 

Stage presentation by Francis A. 
Mangan includes his Tillerettes, but, 
to permit using them despite the 
economy policy, they appear as 
shorv girls instead of dancers. Girls, 
nevertheless, do the usual work. 

Presentation is built around Lu- 
cille Page, American, in an act 
styled ‘Dinosaure.’ After a short 
dance before the curtain by the 
Tille@ettes, whose lighting gets a 
hand, curtain opens on the stage 
looking like a forest, with an enor- 
mous canvas-built Dinosaur hold- 
ing Lucille Page in its jaws. 

Neck of animal is five yards long 
and built inside like a crane. Ani- 
mal moves, first holding the girl 
well out over the orchestra, and 
then depositing her on the floor, 
where she does a strip dance. It’s 
the number out of the last Earl Car- 
roll ‘Vanities. On closing of cur- 
tain the Tillerettes are on again, 
and Miss Page does another spe- 
cialty dance in red pyjamas. 

Francis Mangan has staged the 
show so that it preserves the ap- 
pearance of a full . presentation, 
despite it is made up of one act 
only and chorus. 

Feature follows, ‘Cote d’Azur,’ a 
fair programmer. Mazi. 


MADELEINE, PARIS 





| 
| 


mu- | ‘> 


son. Girl, a looker, works in dead 
pan most of the time, with the boy 
taking it. A lot of laughs and a 
sock finale with the gal doing some 
fancy hoofing. including an imitation 
of Tom Patricola she announced 
having done in ‘Scandals.’ Act has 
youth and ability. 

The big act is Jordon and Woods, 
who imiiate the radio stars. Some 
good and some bad, but all funny. 
Being unconnected with any radio 
outlet, they can give full sway to 
their satirical bent. Most of the 
imitations are for laughs, with the 
imitatee suffering mildly from the 
imitator. Outstanding impressions 
are Vallee, Chevalier and Helen 
Kane, : 

Lou Forbes opens with the or- 
chestra as the new conductor lead- 
ing a trio of well-arranged classic, 
semi and pop numbers with effect. 
Don Miller had them almost shout- 
~ to sing with the organ. Busi- 
ness good. see, 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 15. 
‘Stitch in Time,’ produced by Leon- 
idoff, is one of the Fanchon & 
Marco units that played east before 


being revealed to coast audiences. 
This one, after its break-in at the 
suburban Manchester, jumped to St. 
Louis, replacimg ‘Carnival,’ pro- 
duced in that town. Closing up the 
eastern spots, unit started its coast 
time here and finally winds up in 
the Chicago territory. 

Only change in the line-up is ad- 
dition of Will Mahoney, from the 
Chinese, who is topping this week 
only. Doing his foot-xylophone spe- 
cialty, Mahoney easily had every- 
thing his own way. Joe and Jane 
McKenna continue to provide the 
comedy, being spotted for two fea- 
ture bits, first of which is their 
cross-fire patter, and winding up 


with a burlesque adagio that’s a 
darb. 
Tom McdAuliff, armless golfer; 


Vive DeCardos, with their barrel 
acrobatics, and Helen Mortimer, 
prima chanter, continue as the main 
principal features, with the 14 Carla 
Torney girls presented in several 
flashy routines. 

Usual opening day stage compli- 
cations spoiled several good effects, 
but from audience standpoint this 





Paris, July 6. 


The Madeleine, Metro's stand, 
folded Keaton’s ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ and changed the bill, main 
feature being Ramon Novarro’s In- 
dian story, directed by Feyder, lo- 
cally retitled ‘Son of a Rajah’ in 
French. 

Show includes a mixed newsreel, 
an animated cartoon, and an edu- 
cational of Tilden demonstrating 
tennis strokes—the second of a 
series of three, 

After this comes Laurel and 
Hardy’s comedy, showing them as 
piano movers, and scoring heavily. 
Feature, showing Novarro_ sup- 
ported by Madge Evans, is dubbed 
in French, and shows the best dub- 
bing yet released in France; but 
type of story not so hot for local 
appreciation. 

Exploitation is Al, 
front looking like a mosque and 
doormen disguised as Indians, col- 
lecting crowds on the sidewalk. 

Mazi. 


with theatre 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, July 16. 


This show has what they want 
and will like. Layout is inexpensive 
both for talent and for production, 
but it doesn’t matter. The enter- 
tainers entertain, and the picture is 
for the flaps, so everybody that 
comes will be satisfied. 

No names in the show, so there 
can be no squawks about who drew 
them. But with the word-of-mouth 


helping, you can give the talent 
some of the credit. Picture ‘Red- 
Headed Woman’ (M-G), with the 


title ballyed plenty. 

The production dept. cut to the 
bone with this show. Probably fig- 
ured the stage was only incidental, 
and they were right to an extent. | 
3ut this show, seemingly an off one, 
is really better than a lot of them 
that cost plenty. Proving conclu- 
sively that what makes entertain- 
ment is talent of the right sort. 
And not even talent that has a big 
name and big salary. So someone 
will eventually get smart and hire 
someone to pick talent and forget 
about production except as _ inci- 
dental. Of the four acts on the 
show two are new. One a novelty 
which needed radio and its person- 
alities to have any excuse for being, 





unit has not been over-touted. 
Business about 70% capacity down- 
stairs and a sprinkling in the bal- 
cony at the opening session. Pic- 
ture is ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Ma- 
honey must get credit for whatever 
draw there is this week. Movietone 
News, and Max Bradfield and band 
in the pit complete the program. 


DENVER 


Denver, July 13. 


Eddie Peabody, headliner, acted 
as m. ec. for his ‘Happiness’ show, 
an F. & M. Idea, and staged by Miss 
Fanchon. Presentation has two 
good settings, is run off rapidly, and 
is just the right length. Nobody 
stays on long enough to tire, and 
applause is freely given, Eddie 
starts right in, directing the or- 
chestra as the traveller parts. 

The setting is of a blue sky, with 
stars and moon, and with the band 
on the stage set as a steamship 
deck, dressed in black coats with 
silver trimming. Eddie introduces 
Jessie Draper, and the two dance 
together; then she doffs jacket and 
does specialty number. Jack and 
Jerry, Irish lad and lassie, scoot 
across the stage and back: Jack 
does imitation of Prince of Wales 
riding horseback, including the fall. 
Jerry put on stairway tap dance, 
and both dance on roller skates— 
plenty noisy. 

Eddie Peabody dressed as Scotch- 
man, kilties, bagpipe and all, to in- 
troduce the Joy Boys, a couple of 
long-faced undertaker-dressed zan- 
ies. They hold good pace. Martha 
Vaughn hits some high notes while 
Eddie accompanies. She sings de- 
lizghtfully in Spanish, and she and 
Eddie close with a tambourine 
dance. 

Tom and Hank do rope tricks and 
end up with a few riding tricks. 


| Marge and Mary are a couple of co- 


eds—tall and small, blonde and bru- 
nette—who do a good job of enter- 
taining. Comedy entrance and exit, 
together with fast snappy chatter, 
get best applause so far. 

Peabody plays requests on his 
banjo, plays and sings ‘Happiness’ 
song, and the entire troupe is on to 
sing through lighted megs. Eddie 
leads orchestra, riving several boys 
chance to strutt, and as he plays 
banjo, rear drop rises, showing huge 
lighted banjo, with company sitting 





but the other an act patterned on 
an old-time vaude formula of a 
hoke boy and girl, one straight and 
the other foil, that out-dates Joe 


| Miller but hasn’t beén improved 
'upon for comedy. 

Show opens with the line as usual! 
with Jean Devereux on for her spe- 
| cialt~ On second, Max and Hlis | 
Gang. This boy is versatile and 
opened like the ordinary two-snot | 
ocrobatic dancer with the exception 
that after he scored with his very | 
expert acrobatics he brought on his 
‘sang.’ His gang being a group of | 


ovel 
t for 


trained dogs and scored all 
sain with the pooches. An a: 
the kids and grown-ups that wil 
cet across any place. 

next spot Jay Wells l 
Iorence Robinson in one of the 
pleasantest acts seen here this sea- 


and 


On in 


on handle, and all sing the ‘Happi- 
ness’ chorus ag a finale. 
Fred Marriott’s organ interlude is 


|} called ‘A Study in Melody,’ featur- 
jing 
|words are projected 


Trees.’ The 
on the scrim, 
girl dances while Marriott re- 
‘Paradise’ and a young man 
A departure and ap- 


‘Paradise’ and 
and 
peats 
sings ‘Trees.’ 
preciated, 
‘Red Headed Woman’ 
the screen and a draw. 


(M-G) on 





Quits Vaude For Elks 
Montgomery, Ala., July 18. 
Joe Worth, of Worth and Will- 
ing, announced he is through with 
the stage. 
Will remain as 


assistant 


man- 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 14. 

With limited expenditures, also 
limit as to talent available on ace 
count of single-week booking, Parae 
mount seems to do real well with 
stage offerings for those who enter 
its portals. Of course, real handi- 
cap here is group of features house 
gsenerally gets, as well as its miscel- 
laneous bill which has no startling 
appeal to the audience. 

Production expenditure being lim- 
ited, talent does its stuff on its own, 
working vaude fashion with spe- 


cialties timed to bring out a 40- 
minute show. There is, of course, a 
line opening with 16 girls, preceding 
the specialties, with the finale again 
seeing them in evidence. Girls are 
trained by Isabelle Mack, who hane- 
dles this smart and youthful aggre- 
gation in most adequate fashion, 
besides doing solo work. 

Current prolog is ‘Barbaric 
Rhythm,’ with idea centered around 
the finale showing the evolution of 
the ‘Bolero,’ starting from the prim- 
itive stages to the presen: day, un- 
doubtedly scented on the feature of 
the last ‘Vanities. Number run- 
ning 10 minutes was splendidly 
mounted and corking flash, intro- 
ducing rhythmic stepping of Lester 
Horton, Dave and Hilda Murray, 
and Miss Mack as the featured ex- 
ponents of the local conception. 

Vaude portion included The Alex- 
anders, man and woman, starting 
off with ball manipulations and 
tricks that make an acceptable 
opener. Aber Twins going into the 
Phil Baker did a Nonette ‘double,’ 
tonning it off with a bit of ‘rhumba.’ 
The Murrays came next with their 
ballroom routine, clicking with their 
conceptions of various nationalities, 
executing present-day parlor antics. 
Inez King, house balladist, had un- 
fitting number which left her on 
the shady side of stage at its come 
pletion. Boyce-Coombs, on _ for 
comedy moments of the bill, told the 
folks all they have heard so many 
times before, including the ‘Kissing 
Cup’ recitation. 

Georgia Stoll had ‘River Impres- 
sions’ as the overture, using all of 
the river melodies in combination, 
and provided a very good score. 

Six clips of Paramount news, Tom 
Howard in ‘What Price Air‘ (Par), 
comedy, completed the bill. ‘ 

House around half filled at open- 
ing day show. Ung. 





Ottawa Parley 





(Continued from page 23) 


such pictures will not suit his audi- 
ence and will cause him serious 
financial losses would be an unwar- 
ranted interference with legitimate 
business. The chief objection which 
the theatre owner has to legislation 
of this kind is that he would be 
deprived to a considerable extent 
of the right to negotiate the price 
that would be paid for pictures. 
Price is a matter of bargain and 
sale. Under a compulsory law, it 
is possible that old and inferior pic- 
tures would be brought in here and 
sold to a theatre owner at a price 
which would prevent his carrying 
on his business successfully. 

‘The British theatre owner can be 
trusted to play fair between Brit- 
ish and foreign pictures. Some 
communities will absorb more Brit- 
ish pictures than others, but in the 
end the tastes of the public must 
control not only what is imported 
into the country but what is shown 
in the theatres.’ 


Legal Barrier 
Ottawa, July 18. 


The proposal for a film quota re- 
quirement in Canada and other Do- 
minions, to be brought up before 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
in Ottawa, starting July 21, is likely 
to lead to a battle between the 
Canadian government and the vari- 
ous provinces on the subject of 
jurisdiction. 

If the Canadian delegates to the 
conference recommend to Parlia- 
ment that a film quota luw be en- 
acted for Canada, the various pro- 
vincial governments will remind the 
federal authorities that the control 
of motion pictures and theatres 
comes within the jurisdiction of the 
provinces of Canada, it is intimated. 
Censorship and other film regula- 
tions are provided by provincial 
governments which are not repre- 
sented at the Ottawa parley. There- 
fore, the provinces will have the say 
with regard to film quotas. 

Ontario and British Columbia al- 
ready have film quota laws on their 
books, but these are not being en- 
forced for the admitted reason that 
there have not been sufficient Brit- 





ish films available in Canada to 
make quota compulsion effective or 
| practicable. At the same time, it is 
isaid that Quebec, with its French 
jlancuage strain, will not submit to a 


which would compel the 


quota plan 


ager of the Elks Club, Tampa, Fla. |showing of British films, 
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| Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 23) 
THIS WEEK (July 16) 


show, whether f 


Numerals In connection with bills below tnd.cate opening cay of 


ull or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (23) 

3 Slate Bros 

Adelaide Hall 

Harlan Al St Jonn 





Herb Larimer Co 
Sunshine Sammy 
Olive Olsen 

Barney Grant Co 
Simms & Bailey 











Hal Le Roy Geo Beatty 
Wolfe Kahn Orcn | Gloria Lee & H 2 
(One to fill) CLEVELAND 
(16) Palace (23) 
Stone & Gibbons Sammy Cohen 
Gaston Palmer Floyd Gibbons 
Joe Morris Co Kikutas Fam 
VIVIAN FAY 
Late Star of Earl Carroll's “Vanities” 
at the 


BROOKLYN PARAMOUNT 


THIS WEEK 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Hobart Bosworth | 
Slim Timblin 
Russ Columbo Orch 
Coliseum 
2a half (20-22) 
Variety of Vanities 


am 
(24 half (20-22) 


Herb Williams 
Berk, -Blair & 105th St. (23) 
Yeast Jesters 3 Aces 

Walter Walters Co | Dave Harris Rev 
Harlan At St John|J & K Lee 
Roger Kahn Orch | Manny Landers. Or 

BROOKLYN (16) 

Albee (23) 3 St John Bros 
Russian Revels Hutchins & Smith 
King Bros & Cully | Eddie Garr 


Smith & Puck 
Fatty Arbuckle 
Toto 

(16) 


June Purlane Co 
Pettit & Douglas 
Buddy Rogers Orch 
Ryan & Noblette 
Louis Mosconi Co 
Madison 


ist half (23-26) 
Cc & J Preisser 
Allan Rogers 
Weist & Stanton 
Ina Williams 
D & V Hilton 

2a half (27-29) 
Josephine Harmon 
W Sharples Co 
A & F Lake 
Amerique & Neville 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Crystal 3 
Burns & Caron Sis 
Radio Rogues 
Dave Vine 
Gaities Revue 

ALBANY 


Palace 
ist half (23-26) 
4 Spiders & Fly 
Art Frank Co 
Bomby Co 
A & F Lake 
Mann Br'df'rd & W 
2d haif (27-29) 
Chevalier Bros & A 
Boyce & Marsh 
Grace Hayes 
Vie Oliver 
Blanche Calloway 
2d half (20-22) 
Madel Bakers 
Maker & Redford 
Singers’ Midgets 
BOSTON 
Boston (23) 
8 Ft Rhythm 
Clyde Hager 
Landt 3 & White 
Walter Walters 
Leedom & Stamper 
Blumbergs’ Alask 
(16 


Yoki Japs 
Casa & Lehn 
Wally Sharples 
Leon Janney 





Delivery Boys 
Miss Vanessi 
(16) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Bud Harris 


Nan Halperin 
Everett Marshall 


Pillard & Hillier 
Roy & Romero Rev 
DENVER 
Keilth’s (23) 

3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Summers & Hunt 
Horace “ey Orch 


Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Paul Kirkland 
Larry Rich 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (23) 
Horton Spur 
Vernon Rathburn 
Jackson & Gardner 
Daphne Pollard 
Harris & Brookins 
Honey Fam 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (23) 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
Harry J Conley 
Devito & Denny 
(16) 


Honey Fam 
Carleton & Ballew 
Opportunity Rev 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (23) 
Lya & Wolf 
Bobby May 
Evans & Mayer 
Don Santo & Exie 
Dave Jones & P 


(16) 
Dew'lf M’tc’lf & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 

LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (24-27) 
3 Harpers 
Jack Brancl Co 
Alice Joy 
Jack McBride Co 
Dawn Sis & C 
MEMPHIS 
State (28-30) 
Maye Wynne 4 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
(Others to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (23) 
Arthur LeFleur 
Brooks & Murry 





PORTLAND 
Keith’s (23) 
Large & Morgner 

SibyNa Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 


(16) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (23) 
Model Bakers 
Rubin & Tally 
Porcelain Romance 
Herman Hyde & M 
Rosetta Duncan 
Diaz & Powers 


) 
Evans Bryce & G 
Boyd Senter 
Lewis Mack Co 
Adelaide Hall 
Clyde Hager 
DeLong Sis 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (23) 
Fioche Sis 
Gaston Palmer 
Jordan & Woods 
Corbitt & Convey R 
Joe Penner 
(16) 
Willie Mauss 
Olive Borden 
Jack Mulhall 
A & F Lake 
Frances White 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (23) 
Clemens Belling Co 
Al Abbott 





Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 


B & R Goman 
(16) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (23) 
H’ward S‘delle & B 
Lorraine & Digby 
Bob Ripa 
Sidney Page 
Thomas 5 
(16) 
Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter. Higgins 
White & Manning 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s 
Ist half (16-19) 
Dainty Ann Howe 
Hill & Hoffman 
Opportunity Rev 
2a half (2u-22) 
Joe Kelso 
James Hall 


Carl 
TRENTON 
Capito 
ist half (23-26) 
3 Whippets 
Boyce & Marsh 
on Janney 
Roy Sedley Co 
Gaieties Rev 
2d half (27-29) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Maker & Redford 
Geraldine & Joe 
Jim Toney 
Hilton Sis 
(16) 


Marcus Co 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (21) 
Lou Holtg 
Frescott 
Phil Baker 
Boswell Sisters 
Gloria Gilbert 
Lorraine Manners 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Hannah Williams 
Boulevard 
ist half (23-26) 
Ivanofft 
Lynn Cantor 
White & Agnew 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Buster Shaver Co 
2d half (22-29) 
Erma Ward 
Croel & Allan 
Chas McNally Co 
Conroy & Connell 
Don Lee &Trudina 
Orpheum 
Ist half (23-26) 
Croel & Allan 
Novello Bros 
ITawrence Grey 
Wells & 4 Boys 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29-29) 
Karoli & Swanson 
Bronson Rennie 
Jerome Mann 
Anatole Affairs 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (22) 
J & M Mason 
Zingone 
Brems Fitz & M 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
N TG Co 
State (23) 
Mae Usher 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Demarest & Colette 
(Two to fill) 
ROOKLYN 
es 


Ist half (23-26) 
Karoli & Swanson 
Donia & White 
Reis & Dunn 
Hilton & Garon 
Beaux & Belles 
2d half (27-29) 
Geo W Moore 
Benny Marks Co 





Rita Royce Co 
Eddie Garr 

Bthel Merman 
Barto & Mann 


Valencia (21) 
Casting Star 
Joe Wong 
Pola Negri 
Seed & Austin 
Bernice & Emily 

ASTORIA 
Triboro 

Ist half (23-26) 
4 Oswegos 
Hildegarde 
Geo Fawcett 
3 Little Sachs 
Don Lee & T 

2d half (27-29) 
Kay Hamlin & K 
Buster Shaver Co 
Forsyth S'mon & F 
Chas Kemper Co 
Beaux & Belles 


BALTIMORE 
Century (23) 
Fanchon _& Marco 
Keith 
King King & King 

Foley & LaTour 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Eddie Hanley 
Madeline Berlo Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (23) 
Mills Kirk & M 
Seeley & Fields 
H Timberg Co 
(Two to fill) 
MEMPHIS 
Loew's (23) 
M Wynne Foursome 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
(Two to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (23) 
McGarry & Dawns 
O'Neill & Manners 
Singer’s Midgets 
PALISADES 
Loew's (23) 
3 Melfords 
France & LaPell 
Sig Franz 2 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (23) 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
‘Night Club’ Idea 
Holland & Knight 

Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (23) 
‘Trixie Friganza’ T 
Moro & Yacconelli 
Stadler Rose 3 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronsoa 
Ruth Layne 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Uptown (23) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Guibert Bros 
Henri Therrien 
Sunkist Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (23) 
‘Mickey & Minnie’ 
Sanna & Loomis 
Foster & Van 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse 
* IT 
Fox (23) 
‘Hello Paree’ I 
P & N Ghezzi 
Lynn Cowan Co 





Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perlee 
Lewis Twins 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Fox (22) 


‘Ubangi’ Idea 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
F Robertson 
Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bros 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (23) 


‘Veils’ Idea 
Zelda Santley 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Forene 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (21) 
‘Movie Go Round’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Paco Moreno 
Realtor 
Movie Go Round En 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (22) 
‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
5 DeCardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 





C Torney Ens 














Picture Theatres 


Li patel 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (15) 
Harry Richman 
Bert Wheeler 
Polly Walters 
Jeanne Aubert 
Mitzi Mayfair 
‘Lady & Gent’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (15) 
Col St’pnagle & B 
Ed Lowry 
Sylvia Froos 
‘Lady & Gent’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (15) 
‘Rhapsody in B’ 
Ethel Waters 


Pike Davis Orch 
‘Washington M’ 
Oriental (15) 
George Jessel 
Sophie Tucker 
Jans & Whalen 
Frank Wilson 
Raset's Ens 
‘Million $ Legs’ 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (15) 
Rudy Vallee 
Ray Bolger 
Ray Abbott 
‘Make Me a Star’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (15) 
‘Laff It Off’ 











Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 

Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsonti 


Valiada Floria Lubow & N 
Berry Bros Charlotte Murrie 
Cecil Mack ‘Miss #inkerton’ 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Beaux Arts Marie Atell 
Ruth Goodwin Dorothy Croley 


Eileen Radigan 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Starting on One Year Route for 
RKO—Can We Take It? 


Old Vienna 


Florie Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 


Countess Baronst 


Central P’k Casino 
Veloz & Yolanda 








Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
Jack Roshier Co 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (21) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud 2 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Cachalots 
MADISON 
Orpheum (23) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Reri 
Bernardo De 
Celine Lescar 
yresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Ens 
MEMPRHIS 
State (23) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Red Donahue Ce 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (23) 
Eddie Peabody Co 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 


Pace 


Paramount (23) 
‘Clean Up’ Idea 
Mills & Shea 

Joe Christy Ce 
Rhythmettes 

Alex Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna Sylva & E 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (23) 
‘Town & Country’ I 
Brox Sisters 





SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (22) 
‘Bombay’ Idea 
Flo Lewis 
Pasquali Bros 
Gayiene & DuRayne 
O'Connor Fam 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (21) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Elvira Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Chas Boyle 
John Merkyl 
Nennette Vallon 
John Wagner 
Kenneth Rawley 
Sylvia Shore 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (23) 
‘Mystery’ Idea 
Michon Bros 
Duval 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 


TORONTO 

Imperial (23) 
‘Impressions’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
Four Flushers 
Ducalion 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 
Sunkist Ens 

VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (23) 
Foy’s ‘Bughouse’ 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mischka 
Balalaika Orch 


Flashette 

LaVerne 

Tudy 

Virginia Peck 
WASHINGTON 

Fox (23) 

‘Reflections’ I 

A Robins 

Marietta 

Ward & Pinkie 

Don Neece 


Sunkist Beauties 
O Chalmers Ens 








Jock McKay 
Bert Weston 
Pell & Little 
The 3. Jossers 
Niobe 
Leon & Deslys 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Mitzuako 





Haig & Escoe 
Norman Clare 


Niles Russell M & J 
Week of July 18 
NEW CROSS Mamie Soutter 
Empire Sam Mayo 
Herschel Henlere Joyce & Shields 
Bobby Olrac Jessiman & R'bbins 
Yeates Sis Selkirk & Glynn 


Talbot O'Farrell 
Laurels 


VICTORIA 
Palace 


Maude & Shires 
Bennos 

Ernie Lotinga 
Ladd West 
Harry Thurston 
Eve Becke 
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Your Theatre with Spicy 
Syncopation 


Say LEDDY & SMITH 

















Joe Morris Co 
Hobart Bosworth 
Russ Columbo & Or 
Wills & Davis 
Miacahua 

(16 


) 
Porcelain Romance 
WM Hyde & Mona 
Grace Hayes 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Rosetta Duncan 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Roxy Ens 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (16) 
Dance Olympics 
Vic Oliver 
Hal LeRoy Co 
J & K lee 
Arthur Petley Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 
Sis Skillet 
Herb Williams 
Everett Marshall 
Roy & Romero Rev 


(16) 
Colby & Murry Rev 
Sammy Cohen 
Alice Joy 
Joe Penner 
Ralph Cooper Orch 

State Lake (23) 

Johnny Dove Co 
Scooter Lowry 
Hutchins & Smith 
Benny Ross 
Pepito 

16) 


Benny Ross 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (23) 

Van Cello & Mary 

Van & Vernon 

3 Bredwins 

Saul Brilliant Co 


NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (23) 
Wells & Brady 
Nick Lucas 
(Two to fill) 
(16) 
Mae Wynne 4 
Jack Brancel Co 
Daphne Pollard 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (23) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 
(16-18) 
Lya & Wolf 
Bobby May 
Evans & Mayer 
Don Santos & Exie 
Dave Jones & P 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (23) 
Robinson Rev 
16) 
6 Franklins 
Fauntleroy & Van 


Ritz 

ist half (23-26) 
Jack Walsh Co 
Bernice Claire 
Kramer & Boyle 
Reggie Boyd Co 

2d half (27-29) 
Stone & Lee 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (16-19) 
Armond Lte & L 
Ceylon & Wong 
James Kirkwood 
Buster Shaver Co 
Mel Klee 

2d half (20-22) 
Mickey Feeley & M 
Zingoni 
Coogan & Casey 
Countess Sonia Co 
Collins & Peterson 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (22) 

James Evans Co 
Pease & Nelson 


Ioretta Young 
George Brent 
Don Zelaya 
(16) 
Pirate Queens 
4 Carlton Bros 
Millard & Marlin 
Serge Flash 
Bernice Claire 
Kramer & Boyle 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Olsen & Bingham 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (22) 
Davey & Rosemarie 
Lewis & Ames 
Warren Williams 
Betty Davis 
(16) 
George Prize 
Don Zelaya 
Loretta Young 
George Brent 





Living Jewels 





Fanchon 


& Marco 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (23) 

‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June 


BALTIMORE 
Century (23) 








Opportunity Rev 


‘Chains’ Idea 


Gold & Raye 

Paul Mall 

Frank Stever 

Karels & Kay 

Georgene & Henry 

Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (23) 

‘Rhapsody in R’ 

Billy Gray 

Betty Fraser 

Paul Sydell Co 

Johnny Bryant 

Crawford & Gaskey 

Markert Ens 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 

Percival Mackey Co 
Gladdy Sewell 
A J Powers 
Cingalee 
Duncan Gray 
Ruby Sis 


CARDIFF 
Empire 
Will Power & Page 
Sammy Shields 
3 Manleys 


EDINBURGH 
Empire 

Lily Morris 
Peter Fannan 
Jones & Thomas 
Helen Binnie 
Geddes Bros 
Tom Fagan 
Dean & Cliftosa 
Huntings 


GLASGOW 

Empire 
Lee Donn Co 
O'Gorman Bros 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Lee Donn 
Buchell & Revell 
Low & Webster 
Kneally Sis 
Olive Gilbert 
Red Fred 

LEEDS 

Empire 
Mrs Davis Ce 
Hetty King 
Marie Lawton 
Griffiths Bros 





Harry Tate Jer 
Geo Hirste 
Wensley & Dale 
Flood & Clare 
Frank Ivalla 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 


Esther Ralston 
Jack Warman 
Wal Langtry 
Tanita & Mario 
Nicol & Martin 
Fisher & Ariani 
Lewis Davenport 
Dillons 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 


8 Desmonds 
Nixon Grey 

Ivor Vintor Co 
Linga Singh 
Parker & Wynne 
Fred Brand 

Sita Devi 
Wallenda’s Sea L 


SHEFFIELD 
Empire 

Mrs E Davies Co 
Caryll & Mundy 
Melsa 
Dorothy Lena 
Gandy’s Circus 
Horsburgh Bros 
Kingsley & Forde 
Bert Lloyd Co 


SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 





Muldoon & O'Shea 
Giovanni 


Eddie Duchin Or 
Club Calais 

Tean Malin 

Lew Garcia Orch 

Francis Dunn 

Arthur Budd 

Colleen Adams 

Enters & Borgia 
Connie’s Inn 

Don Redmond Or 

J’zzlips Richardson 

3 Little Words 

Alice Joyce 

Cora Green 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 

Bon Bon Buddies 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy. Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


H'llyw’d Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 

4 Climax’s 

Theo Thane 

John Walsh 


Nut Club 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 
3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 
Ernie Vallee Orch 
Sylvia Henley 
Mollver Sis 

Ann White 

Arthur Hanson 
Helen Doyle 





Cafe de Alex 
Marie Valday 
Maria Alvarez 
Enrico Clausi 
Gorde Birch Orch 

Deils 
Ritz Bros 
J & E Torrence 
Joan Abbott 
Rome & Dunn 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Chas Agnew Orch 

Frolics 
Romo Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Lillian Barnes 
Yvonne Morrow 
Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 

Russian Village 
George Nelldoft 





6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 

Al Belasco 

Bela Loblov Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 


Rainbow Ina 


Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanofft 


Show Place 


Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 

Val Vesto 

Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 


Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 
Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 
Babs Perkins 
Sh’riff J’sh Meddere 
B'sbf'l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 


Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 

Pavillion Royal 
Smith Ballew Or 


CHICAGO 


Inna Miraeva 

Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prin Gedevanova 
Marutsia Morozova 
Jasha Yakovleff 
Shura Petroff 


Terrace Garden 
Tex Morrisey 
Florrie O’Day 
Reynolds Sis 
Libby & Katya 
Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 


Lincola Tavern 
Louise Cook 
Ivy Anderson 
Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Earl Burtnett Or 
Vanity Fair 
Jack White 
Julia Gerity 
LaFayette & LaV 
Genevieve Tigh 
Leo Wolf Orch 





remember. While 


land Park fire in 


thrills. 


mile wind saved 
entire destruction 


chase Park. 
The following 


tordrome, 
an Oriental girl 


blaze was tops in loss, 


of the wind changing, 
were within two blocks of Steeple- 


entirely destroyed: 
Streets 


Coney’s Nero Act 





(Continued from page 1) 


lyn and New York who rushed to 
the scene, free show that they will 


no loss of life 


was recorded to date, many were 
hurt and thousands made homeless. 
With the exception of the Dream- 


1911, the recent 
size and 


Only the shifting of a 40- 


the Island from 
for at the time 
the flames 


attractions were 


Perry’s Mo- 
of Bagdad, 
show; and the 


following rides: Caterpillar, Pretzel, 
several merry-go-rounds, a raft of 
games of chance and many drinking 
and eating stands. The loss to the 
showmen, ride owners, food and 
drink concessionaires is estimated 
at $250,000. The loss to Schummer’s 
and Silver’s Baths was estimated 
at close to a million. Balance of the 





$3,000,000 loss is given to apart- 


ments and commercial business ene 
terprises which occupied the five 
blocks, 

In many ways the fire, to some 
concessionaires on the Island, was 
a boon, thousands rushing to get 
a free look. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday found 
recording-breaking crowds at the 
resort, but most of the profit went 
to the subways, busses, trolley cars, 
taxis, soft-drink and eating conces- 
sionaires and those offering parking 
space. Theatres, rides and game 
concessionaires all reported busi- 
ness as way off. This was attributed 
to what are called ‘walking cus- 
tomers’ who take a peak, buy a 
sandwich and go home. If a nickel 
a look could have been charged for 
a view of the fire ruins by the hun- 
dreds of thousands who were drawn 
to the Island by the pages of news- 
paper publicity Coney would have 
been out of the red in one week, 


Luna Low 


Luna Park opened this season on 
May 28, the latest start in its his- 
tory. Business has been very bad 
at Luna, it being plenty in the red, 
with the Chase National Pank hold- 
ing the bag. Zacchini, the ‘human 
cannonball’ one of: the feature free 
attractions at Luna, made his last 
shot out of the cannon on July 16, 
the clean-out date. The only new 
attractions at this resort this sea- 


son are ‘To Hell and Eack’ by 
Langdon McCormick (of ‘Forest 
Fire,’ legitimate fame), and ‘The 


Jungle,’ a wild animal show. Busi- 
ness at Luna is reported 70% off 
from last year. 

Steeplechase Park, while report- 
ing a drop of about 22% compared 
to last year, is holding its own, 
Plenty for your money, 31 attrac- 
tions for 50 cents, seems to appeal 
to the pocket-books of the Island 
customers and with the aid of many 
organization, factory and store ben- 
efits which are booked they seem 
to be holding their own at Steeple- 
chase. 

Depression, which hit the worke- 
ing class harder than any other, 
has business in a wad state on the 
Island. Each year, even when things 
were good, the concessionaires and 
showmen hollered ‘wolf’ to scare the 
landlord, but this year their cry 
is on the level. June, with four 
rainy Sundays, raised hayoc with 
the Island showmen. July 4 the big 
day when the balance of the rent 
payments are due, was a ‘bloomer’ 
with a heavy downpour driving ’em 
away. Dispossess and_ eviction 
notices, numbering between 75 and 
100, are served weekly on the show- 
men and concessionaires and new 
faces are behind the stands and 
joints every few days. 


Most for Less 


More for the money is offered at 
Coney Island in the line of of food, 
drink and amusement than perhaps 
anywhere in America. Beer and 
liquor are cut plenty in price and 
plenty in quality. Soft drinks in the 
form of orangeade, lemonade and 
grape-juice, hit a new low, being 
offered to the customers at 2 cents 
a glass. In the line of food, 5 cents 
will buy about anything—with 
ptomaine poisoning thrown in free. 
Merry-go-rounds offer one ride for 
3 cents or two for a nickel. Even 
Child’s dinner, a feature that is 
heavily advertised at $1 in New York, 
is offered for 75 cents to the yokels 
at Coney Island. 

Side shows take a nickel to view 
14 pit and freak attractions. The 
same goes for the Wax World, 
where the Florida Prisoner Sweat 
Box Torture Chamber (they work 
fast here) and the Murder of Vanny 
Higgins and Vincent Coll supplant 
last year’s star, who were Two-Gun 
Crowley and Ruth Snyder. 

The Man from India, a crystal- 
gazer who advised how to be suc- 
cessful and make money during the 
depression, confidentially advised 
the ‘Variety’ reporter that the un- 
believable gross of 40 cents was his 
for a day’s take. To obtain this 
marvelous information, it cost the 
‘Variety’ mug $1, as the man from 
India flashed a disposses notice 
and made a touch. 

Chumps are taken fast and furi- 
ous if they show any interest at 
the joints and business is so bad 
that the shills and boosters are try- 
ing to take and out-gimmick each 
other, Even Jack Hurley’s Mara- 
thon Dance, which has run 1,604 
hours, or 65 days and still is going 
gives a peak at the 11 bedraggled 
remaining teams at the matinees 
for 10 cents, the sign reading, ‘You 
May Stay as Long as You Like.’ 
Sach year the famous landmarks 
are gradually disappearing, the last 
remaining three musketeers being 
Tilyou’s, Feltman’s and Lane's Irish 
House. About two more rainy Sun- 
days will be the coroner's alibi as 
many showmen and concessioniares 





taking the gas pipe. 
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Diary of 





Hollywoodland, Tuesday. 

I don’t care what happens to any- 
body. 

Mr. Bowery came home tonight 
mad as a bat and wouldn't say a 
word to Napoleon or me. 

After dinner I sat in the living 
room with him waiting for hini to 
sign some checks I wrote out, but 
instead of that he poured himsélf 
a highball. He happened to look at 
me and saw my eyes, so he asked 
me if I wanted one, too. 

‘Yes sir,’ I said to him. 

He poured another highball and 
handed it to me and we drank a 
while with nothing but the noise of 
us drinking. When we finished those 
he poured us each another one and 
we sat drinking. 

Finally he looked at me like he 
didn’t want to see me and said: 
‘Do you know Tillie is still nuts 
about you?’ 

*‘Who cares,’ I said. 

‘I do,’ he said to me. ‘She won't 
marry me because you keep get- 
ting on her mind.’ He stared at me. 
‘What is there about you?’ he asked. 

‘How should I know?’ TI said to 
him, because I had two highballs. 

‘Worse than that,’ Mr. Bowery 
said, ‘she hears that you're going 
to the dogs and thinks I’m doing it 
to you for meanness.’ 

‘Women are crazy,’ I said, taking 
another swallow. 

‘I can’t convince her I’m trying 
to help you,’ Mr. Bowery said ‘The 
only thing I can do is to go to the 
dogs with you. 

‘Have another drink?’ 

‘Yes, sir,’ I said. So we had an- 
other one together. 

‘Women,’ said Mr. Bowery, mak- 
ing a face. 

‘That’s what I found out,’ I said. 
And then I went to sleep. 

I woke up at midnight in my 
bedroom and had another drink 
from my secret bottle. It made me 
feel like writing so I’m writing. 

Poor Mr. Bowery is probably 
downstairs drunk alone. 





Hollywoodland, Thursday. 

What a life! I keep missing days 
in my diary on account of how I’m 
going to the dogs so fast. © 

Last night me and Mr. Bowery 
went to the RKO theatre and made 
so much noise booing the acts that 
they threw us out. Then Napoleon 
drove us to the Brown Derby and 
on the way there we had a few more 
drinks. 

There were quite a few people 
inside that Mr. Bowery knew and 
he yelled hello at them and pretty 
soon there were lots of girls and 
men in cur booth. Mr. Bowery kept 
introducing me as his stooge on ac- 
count of how he forgot I was his 
secretary, and pretty soon every- 
body was calling me Stooge. 

I told some riddles from my book 
of riddles, conundrums and recipes 
and a man said I was the funniest 
stooge he ever saw. 

A lot of the people came home 
with Mr. Bowery and me and we 
laughed and danced and had high- 
balls until I fell asleep. 

I didn’t wake up until tonight and 
I wouldn’t have believed it was 


(Continued on page 55) 


Parole for Kid McCoy 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Norman Selby (Kid McCoy), now 
59 years old, will be paroled from 
the San Quentin prison réad camp, 
250 miles north of here, Wednes- 
day (20) or as soon after as State 
Parole Officer Whyte can investi- 
gate several jobs in the east that 
have been offered the one-time 
champ. 

McCoy was sent up from Los An- 
geles upon conviction of slaying his 
34-year-old sweetheart, Theresa 
Moers. 

For many years Selby was chief 
of the prison fire department. 








Nudies Trouble Cops 


Night bathing has been forbidden 
by the cops on Long Island, no mat- 
ter how modest the suit. 

Cops had too much trouble, they 
claim, from nude bathers, and had 
to forbid all swimming. 





POOCHES’ WK. AND OUT 


London, O., July 18. 
The West Jefferson dog racing 


track has been closed for lack of 
patronage, after a week’s meet. 


The races were to have continued | Sue Carol at 
| Hospital, Los Angeles, July 18. H 


for 13 weeks, 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 


! 
| 
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Chi B. O. Men Backfire | 


On Pari-Mutuel Clerks | 


Chicago, July 18. 

Chicago Treasurers’ Union has 
stepped into the picture now that 
outsiders have started to unionize 
pari-mutuel clerks at the Arlington 
track here. 

Legit boys have previously not 
attempted to unionize the tracks al- 
though practically all the box office 
men during the summer layoff are 
working at the race courses and 
have been each summer for years. 
Treasurers assert about 100 of the 
165 men employed! at Arlington are 
either members of the Treasurers 
already or sympathetic. 

Move started this week after the 
organizers of the pari-mutuel clerks’ 
union announced at a meeting that 
they intended to assess all mem- 
bers 5% of their’ wéekly earnings 
at the track. Legit boys balked at 
that and started the counter agita- 
tion. 


MODERATE BRANDS OF 
BOOZE PRICES DOWN 


Although sufficient demand from 
those who can still afford it is keep- 
ing the price of the high-grade 
booze up, moderate grades of stuff 
are still toboganning down the price 
scale. 


Current quotation in New York 
for the best available rye is $75. 
The second grade is down to $50. 
There’s not much difference in the 
quality, with age only accounting 
for the difference in cost. 


Scotch, not much in demand now- 
adays, has sunk to $42 for all 
grades, with one just as good as the 
other. Big buyer’s don’t drink it 
any more unless they bring it in 
themselves. Champagne is stand- 
ardized at $75 a case, while absinthe 
ranges from $11 to $20 per bottle, 
according to smoothness. 

Prices on gin are strictly catch- 
as-catch-can. It can be had most 
anywhere now for 50c a pint, but 
you can’t tell what you're getting 
for that money. Safe gin is scaled 
at $15 a case. 











MARRIAGES 


Lawrence Fertig and Bertha 
Alexander, at Great Neck, L LI, 
July 8. Bridegroom is an advertis- 
ing man. 

Cleo Lucas to John Blair Hurl- 
burt in Reno, Nev., July 9 Bride 
is novelist, sister of Paul Lucas. 
Bridegroom, non pro, 

Frances Dade, screen actress, to 
Brock Van Avery, of Scarborough, 
N. Y., announced to take place in 
August. 

Lillian Kansler, former showgirl, 
to Jack Kearns in Rumson, N. J., 
July 12, Groom is the Mickey 
Walker pilot and ex-Jack Dempsey 
manager. It’s his second marriage. 

Helen Menken, actress, to Dr. 
Henry T. Smith, in New York, July 
12, Mayor Walker officiating. 

Idabell Kay to Eddie Miller, sing- 
er, at Lake Hopatcong, N. J., July 
12. Groom is on the Friars Club 
governing board. Bride is con- 
nected with the ‘Chain Store Age.’ 

Charles Williams, 24, of Knoxville, 
Tenn., cowboy performer with King 
Brothers Rodeo, to Wanda Salet- 
nisk, 20, at Southbride, Mass., 

Anton F. Scibilia, theatrical pro- 
ducer, New York, and Laura Big- 
ler, teacher, New York, have filed 
marriage intentions at Greenwich, 
Conn. 

Marjorie Lucille Terry, film ac- 
tress, to C. Steel Clark, non-pro, in 
Yuma, Ariz., July 12. 

Jack Bocksmith, orchestra leader, 
to Bertha Giffin, non-pro, in the fall. 

Thelma Todd, film actress, to Pas- 
quala de Cicco, non-pro, in Prescott, 
Ariz., July 10. 

Mrs. Marion Mack to Leslie C. 
Lawler, non-pro, in Hollywood, July 
16. Bride is former wife of Charles 
E. Mack of Moran and Mack. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Finger, 
Santa Monica hospital, July 12. 


son, | 





Father is special effects cameraman 


}at Paramount studios. 


Daughter born to Nick Stuart and 
Cedars of Lebanon! 


Browns in the Black 
On Big Inheritance 


Syracuse, July 18. 
Julian S. Brown, whose spectacu- 
lar theatrical and night club career 
ended with receiverships, and his 
brother, Charles S. 
ceive the income and interest of the 


portion of the $7,000,000 estate of 
their father, the late Alexander T. 
Brown, Syracuse capitalist and in- 
ventor, which was inherited at his 
death in 1929 by his widow, Mrs. 
Mary Seamans Brown, under the 
terms of her will made public Sat- 
urday. 

Municipal Court Judge Burton B. 
Parsons, who is named executor of 
the estate and trustee of the funds 
established in the will for the benefit 
of the sons, gave the exact value of 
the estate as unknown, but unoffi- 
cial figures place the value in excess 
of $2,500,000. 


Under the terms of the will, the 
income and interest of the estate is 
to be paid in equal amcunts to the 
two sons until they reach the age of 
60, when the trustee is directed to 
pay them the principal remaining in 
his care. 


Both sons inherited several mil- 
lions upon their father’s demise. 
Julian invested heavily in real es- 
tate, opened several restaurants, ac- 
quired the Empire theatre, changing 
its name to the Dewitt, and finally 
erected a night club, the Cafe 
Dewitt, that cost approximately 
$300,000. 

The theatre and the night club 
proved costly flops, and receiver- 
ships for all Brown interests and 
Brown personally resulted. In addi- 
tion Brown has been involved in 
matrimonial actions—he has been 
married twice—and in two heart 
balm suits. 

Film contract actions are pending 
in the Buffalo courts. 


Would Annu! Colored — 
Jazzst’s Marriage to 
Blonde Artist Model 


Manchester, Conn., July 18. 

The secret elopement and mar- 
riage of Marshall Thompson, negro, 
pardoned wife murderer and now 
trombone player in a colored or- 
chestra, to Gertrude E. Pohlman of 
this city, blonde model at a Hart- 
ford art school, has the bride’s pa- 
rents, residents of Manchester, 
planning to attempt to have the 
marriage annulled. 


Thompson was released from 
Connecticut state prison May 4, last, 
after serving 17 years of a life sen- 
tence for the murder of his wife. 

The model, in the marriage li- 
cense, gave her color as black. The 
Pohlman family is white. 


Brown, will re- 











Broadway, Just a Roadway Now; 
-It Just Ain't the Old Street Any More 





Paes at 25¢ and 15c 


Becomes Big Business 


each, mostly On street corners or 
roads leading out of New York, has 
become a big business within a few 
weeks. 

In less than a month hundreds of 
men and boys have been put to 
work merchandising these caps. 
Same system of selling is to be in- 
troduced out of town. It’s a bo- 
nanza for the cap makers, who of 
recent years have found their mar- 
ket sadly minimized, 

The linen caps are sold wholesale 
at $1 a dozen.. At 15c. each the 
profit is exactly 6 2-3c. per visor. 


NICKEL-IN-SLOT POKER 
LOOMS FOR COAST TRIAL 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Pin-marble games, losing in pop- 
ularity here, are being taken out of 
non-paying spots to be shipped to 
Honolulu, that has yet to be intro- 
duced to the new device. 

Meanwhile, promoters have a new 
stunt to be introduced in a few 
weeks as a nickel enticer. It’s a 
slot machine arrangement that 
shuffles and deals five cards in six 
different positions. Idea is for the 
players to bet which will be the 
best poker hand, 


High Presh Campaign by 
Wets in Bone Dry Wash. 


Tacoma, Wash., July 18. 

With this state always having been 
bone dry and sentiment against 
the Volstead baiters pronounced, 
the wet organizations now have in 
the field several hundred highpow- 
ered salesmen, circus barkers and 
bankrupt business men circulating 
petitions in all the cities, towns and 
byways asking for repeal of the 
measure through a referendum at 
the next legislature. 

The circulators make _ regular 
openings and quick spiels to the 
passerby, in some instances block- 
ing traffic, but they are getting the 
names of the voters to the petitions. 
They are paid a certain amount for 
the signature of each registered 
voter, some of them making as 
much as $4 a day. ~ 

Many women are also out with 
the petitions, but the wet voters 
are steering clear of the fair sex- 
fearing their petitions might be for 
prohibition, 




















Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





WHAT, NO. PICTURB? 





The Heat Got Me 

After all that raving last week 
about my picture at the head of this 
column I was informed that it was 
too late Friday to make a cut. I 
thought in these days it was never 
too late to make a cut. However, 
I’m hoping for the best, and next 
week my dream might come true. 





Quite True 
Paul. Yawitz describes Washing- 
ton as the place where Hoover gave 
himself a 20% cut in salary at a 
time when Democrats would have 
appreciated a 20% cut in his term of 
office. 





Theme Songs 
Rockefeller’s ‘Am I Wasting My 





i were hand made. 





Dime” and the sucker’s cry to his 
girl friend, ‘I'll Be Glad When You're 
Fed, You Rascal You.” 





The Right Price 
Al, of the crying Goldmans, in- 


iforms that a guest complained to 


him the other night when charged 





$1.25 for a cheese sandwich, but was 
consoled when Al told him the holes 





The Baer Facts 
‘Bugs’ 


prised at his size. He remarked, 


|can determine whether the track 


Baer upon meeting Sid | 
Skolsky for the first time was sur- | town. 


‘That guy could do light housekeep- 
ing in a lily cup.’ 





Irony 
Then there’s the story of a speak- 
easy that was closed because it 
didn’t have any dancing license, 





The Head Man 
Harry Rosenthal explained to 
Barrister Abe Berman that he in- 
tended to go in bankruptcy. Abe 
told him it was okay, but it would 
cost around $200. Harry told Abe 
(Continued on page 53) 


Dog Track Trouble 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Should Judge McMann, of Culver 
City, decide in favor of the 13 de- 
fendants being officers and ernploy- 
ecs of the Culver City Kennel Club, 
for violation of the state security 
law in not delivering dogs obtained 
on option at races, District Attorney 
Fitts, who is the Complainant, will 
appeal to the state’s Attorney Gen- 
eral to close the track untii latter 





Ps —— 
Sale of linen caps at 25c. and lic. |} 


Broadway is anything but Broad- 
way. these summer dog _ days. 
| ‘Broadway Ain't Broadway Any 
More,’ is being mulled over as a 
dirge for the most colorful Main 
Street in the world. 

Much has been written about the 
changing character of Broadway 
but never does it hit one as does 
the stark shadow of today’s Broad- 
way compared to the grandeur and 
the glory that used to be. 

Delancey street with its push- 
carts obstructing the traffic has 
come to Broadway. Grand street 
with its cut-rate fly-by-night shops, 
selling everything from  cut-rate 
books to cut-rate feminine apparel, 
is now Broadway. 

Its conglomeration of Bowery 
bums and Bronx boobs and Brook- 
lyn bohunks who clog the sidewalks 
have chased the regular Broadway 
promenadors over to the more effete 
east side. 

Coney Island’s midway effect is 
spreading from 42nd street into the 
very heart of Times Square. The 
elite Gaiety, long a choice legit 
stand, succumbed to the cinema 
only for de luxe two-a-day film 
exhibitions, but from its weekly 
change grind policy it has now gone 
Minsky burlesque. 

The Central theatre now houses 
an elaborated colored revue on @ 
grind from 25c to 75c. 

Legits 

But seven legits are left includ- 
ing two revivals. There is no legit 
show on 42nd street. The Palace, 
from its exalted music-hall position, 








has forsaken grind four-a-day 
vaude, for second run films and six 
acts. 


The Rivoli and Rialto were saved 
from darkness at the 11th hour; 
the Criterion is a signboard for 
coming attractions; the Roxy is 


closed; the Hippodrome likewise. 
The two big de luxe cinemas 
alone are the Paramount and 


the Capitol. The Roxy’s nightly 
tungsten display, far into the night, 
advertising that the house will re- 
open July 29 is but a grim tipoff 
to theatrical weisenheimers that 
such seems futile for the moment, 
in view of the financial complica- 
tions. 

Cabarets are gray ghosts of their 
former selves. The Hollywood res- 
taurant’s mass turn-over with $1.50- 


(Continued on page 53) 





Roosevelt Favorite in 
Coast Air Straw Ballot 


Hollywood, July 18. 
It’s Roosevelt on the coast, if a 
straw vote conducted by KNX, local 
ether station, is any indication. 
Station asked for preferences, get- 
ting more than 10,000 answers 
which ran better than three to one 
for the New York governor. 
Answers came from all far west- 
ern states. California, doubtful 
state, showed better than two and 
a half to one for Roosevelt; Wash- 
ington and Nevada, seven to one; 
Arizona, six to one, and Montana, 
two to one. 
President Hoover is favored in 
Idaho, eight to seven; Utah, 10 to 
seven; Colorado and Wyoming, two 
to one. 


Coast Speak Circuit 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Scenting coin from visitors for 
the Olympics, bootleggers are es- 
tablishing the circuit idea of opera- 
tion for speakeasies, 
Dealing exclusively in beer, speaks 
are being spotted all over. The suds 
are brewed in wholesale quantities 
to retail at a minimum of 35 cents 
a quart. 
Meanwhile the government is re- 
ported sending 50 additional Federal 
men into the territory to help dry 
the town during the games. 














WALTER PASSES THROUGH 
Buffalo, July 18. 
Walter Winchell did -a Garbo 
while visiting Niagara Falls with 
Mrs. Winchell, Monday (11). Dogged 





has specifically violated the law. It 


|is figured such investigation would | 
| require one month. 
time the track is annihilating night | 


In the mean- 


business in the theatres around 
The hearing is due tomor- 
row (Tuesday) | 


by inquisitive reporters the Main 
Stem’s white-haired boy insisted 
| that he had nothing to say. 

The Winchells arrived at the 
Falls Sunday and_ investigation 


failed to reveal the manner of are 
rival, departure or their destination. 


{ 
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East 


William Ehlers, chorus boy in 
*‘Show Boat,’ files suit against Mrs. 
Claire Eugenie Smith, heiress to the 
Arbuckle coffee fortune, asking 
$50,000 for her alleged failure to 
take him to Hollywood and put him 
in pictures. Claims he quit a job 
in a night club to make the trip. 








Lido Venice, in Paterson, and 
Colonial Inn at Signac, two Jersey 
night spots, raided and stripped of 
furnishings by fed men. Pinch at 
the Lido attracted a mob, who 
threatened the dry agents, with the 
latter calling on the local police for 
protection. 





Broadway Association complains 
that the magistrates are nullifying 
the efforts of police to clear the 
streets of peddlers and sandwich 
men. When taken to court offend- 
ers are released, the merchants’ 


_eTRS EF FLT EP ett a 





‘ 





SS Ee Pe oe Bt 4 et bi BE 


is expected to leave the hospital lat- 
ter part of this week. Husband, 
Morton Downey, is touring Europe. 





Six conductors will share the 
baton before the Rochester Phil- 
harmonic orchestra during the 1932- 
33 season. Artur Bodansky will 
open the series, with his successors 
Walter Damrosch, Fritz Reiner, Sir 
Hamilton Harty and Eugene Goos- 
sens. 





Group of racing fans have bought 
a plane capable of flying 300 miles 
an hour for Russell W. Thaw, son 





coterie claims, because of the un- 
employment situation. 





Robert Mantell, son of the late 
Shakespearean star, and Eddie 
Carr, vaude and screen comic, had 
a narrow escape from a burning 
apartment building in West 52d 
street. 





Betty Healy got her marital 
break from Ted Healy in the West- 
chester county court and at the 
same time dropped her $250,000 
alienation of affections suit against 
Mary Brown Warburton, Phillie 
heiress. 





Mascot Pictures Corp. obtained 
an injunction from Federal Judge 
Woolsey restraining Philip Lewis, 
doing business as the American 
Trading Association, from peddling 
or advertising for sale ‘King of the 
Kongo.’ Mascot claimed to be sole 
owners of the film serial’s foreign 
rights. 


Mrs. Louise Dinehart, ex-frau of 
Allan Dinehart, started court pro- 
ceedings to collect $2,049 from Fox 
Film, claimed due her under a 
judge’s order sequestering Dine- 
hart’s salary for alimony. 








Brooks Costume Co. filed a $4,522 
Sudgment against the F. Z. Corp., 
naming Florenz Ziegfeld as one of 
the defendants, for balance due in 
connection with the outfitting of 
‘Hot Cha.’ 


Earl Carroll is bringing over a 
troupe of performers from Europe 
for his 10th ‘Vanities’ edition slated 
to unvdil in Newark Sept. 12. 








Claiming that Hebrew melodies 
arranged by him had been lifted 
and published under the defendant's 
name, Viadimir Heifetz has filed 
suit for damages against Isa 
Kremer, folk song carroller; the 
London publishing firm of Chappell 
& Co., Ltd., and their American 
sales rep., Chappell, Harms, Inc. 
Published volume in dispute is 
titled ‘Album of Jewish Folk Songs.’ 


Arthur E. Flood appointed tem- 
porary receiver for the Flatbush 
Avenue and Nevins Street Corp., 
owners of the Fox theatre and office 
building at that corner in Brooklyn. 








Hotel Victoria, one of the newer 
spots in the Times square sector, 
goes on the auction block Aug. 2 to 
satisfy a $62,000 judgment obtained 
by Frances Spiegel. Sale will be 
subject to prior liens of $3,858,917 
and $138,805 in back taxes. 





John Ringling peeved over the re- 
port that an infection had necessi- 
tated the amputation of both legs. 
Receiving the press in his Coney 
Island hotel room, the circus mag- 
nate put his pedal extremities 
through an elaborate routine to 
prove they were still with him and 
intact. 





Billy Rose sent out a call for a 
stooge audition. Says he’s going to 
use them in place of chorus boys in 
his new revue. 





Georgie Hale will stage the leg- 
mania routines for the Phil Baker 
musical. 





Nan Blackstone returns from 
London with a pooch she says the 
Prince of Wales gave her. 





Missing «sw flying ring, Edward 
Meredith, trapeze performer, fell 
40 feet to the ground at a carnival 
in Kearny, N. J., and was critically 
injured. Both legs fractured and he 
also suffered internal complications. 
Occasion marked his return to aerial 
work after seven years. 





Labor committee of the League 
of New York Theatres and reps 
from the stagehands’ local engaged 
in a preliminary huddle over the 
wage scale to take the place of the 
present agreement which expires 
Sept. 1. Second meeting is slated 
for July 25. 





Joseph Urban obtained a judg- 
ment for $1,588 in City Court against 
the Park Ave. Restaurant Corp., 
claimed due him on the balance of 
his bill for redecorating. 





Barbara Bennett, recovering from 
am operation at Harbor Sanitarium, 


of Evelyn Nesbitt Thaw, to pilot at 
the national air meet at Cleveland 
in August. 





Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of the 
New York ‘Times,’ is recovering 
from a kidney operation at the Med- 
ical Center. 





John Golden gave as his forecast, 
in a talk at Columbia University, 
that radio and television will do to 
films what pictures did to the stage, 
taking its stars, its authors and 
audience. 





Federal Radio Commission orders 
A. S. Douglas and David Helfinbein, 
trading in Chicago as the Lincoln 
Sales Co., to desist using punch- 
boards, pushcards or fortune boards 
in connection with the sale of mer- 
chandise. 





Henry B. Forbes announces a new 
play, ‘Iron Flower,’ by Cecil Lewis, 
as the first on his fall list. 





Ben Bernie has turned semi-clas- 
sical composer, doing a Gershwin. 
Terms the symphonic jazz composi- 
tion, ‘Chicagoana.’ Gives Sigmund 


Romberg credit for helping score the 


piece. 





Frank Conroy plans putting ‘Congo 
Special,’ a new comedy by William 
Jourdan Rapp and William Sweets, 
into production the middle of 
August. 





Auction of furnishings valued at 
around $100,000 seized after a liquor 
raid on the Stork Club, New York, 
brought $1,450. 





Marion Knowlton, tamer with 
Hamid’s Olympic Wild Animal Show 
at Luna Park, was clawed by a 
lioness during a rehearsal of the act. 
Miss Knowlton stumbled as she 
entered the cage, with the cat tak- 
ing it as a cue for the attack. Five 
lions ifi the enclosure at the time 
made no move during the excite- 
ment. 





Holding that the papers demanded 
were immaterial to the case, Maude 
Adams objected to producing the 
records of her production with Otis 
Skinner of ‘Merchant of Venice’ in 
the suit brought by John D. Wil- 
liams. Argument came up when at- 
torneys asked Supreme Court to 
motify a notice of examination be- 
fore trial. Williams is asking $200,- 
000 for services of an undivulged 
nature between Jan. 1, 1927, and 
September, 1931, plus $3,000 he 
claims to have expended in Miss 
Adams’ behalf, 





William E. Atkinson and John F. 
Sherman of New York and R. Stur- 
gis Ingersoll of Philadelphia were 
named ancillary receivers for the 
Fox Theatre Corp. properties in the 
latter jurisdiction. Move was sup- 
plementary to the appointment of a 
predominant receiver by the Fed- 
eral court in New York last month. 





Work on the Radio City develop- 
ment is making rapid headway, with 
over 4,000 now employed on the 





project. Stonework on the RKO 
Sound Motion Picture theatre has 
been completed, and in seven days 
12,800 cubic feet of stone were set 
in place for the exterior walls of 
the 70-story RCA building. 





Beniamino Gigli’s manager here 
announces that the tenor will not 
return to this country next season, 
turning down a national concert 
tour and several vaude dates, 





Production of ‘Americana,’ revue 
recently announced by J. P. Mc- 
Evoy, has been indefinitely called 
off by the Shuberts. Vincent You- 
mans is out as composer. 





Frank Gillmore raps the stage- 
hands union for refusing to co- 
operate with Equity on a series of 
special matinees to help relieve un- 
employment, 





Mrs. John Hay Whitney, of the 
social register, taking a stab at pic- 
ture house operation. Has released 
and remodeled one in Middleburg, 
Va., putting into effect top scale for 
the district. 





Broadway theatre, formerly the 
Colony, passed from the B. S. Moss 
Premier Corp. into the hands of the 





Amalgamated Properties, subsidiary 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritlen theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 






of the Prudence Co. Transfer of 
title was made subject to a mort- 
gage of $1,002,500. Prudence in 1930 
lent $160,000 on the theatre property, 
this with five other 
making a lien of $1,045,000, payable 
April 1, 1932. 





Arthur Barbera-Rubin producing 
a series of six two-reelers, starring 
Farfariello, comic and singer of 
Italian folk songs. 





The Cansinos, Antonio and Cata- 
lina, appearing on the new bill at 
the Park Central roof with Patricia 
Dawn and Margot and Irene. 





Return of a murder verdict by 
the coroner’s jury that sat on the 
death of Smith Reynolds, tobacco 
heir and husband of Libby Holman, 
has left the case open for continued 
investigation by the Winston-Salem, 
N. C., authorities. Meanwhile the 
widow has gone into retirement, 
with the Broadway mob leery of any 
possibility of her return to the stage 
in the near future. 

Spurred by the homicide finding, 
the county sheriff's office went om 
the hunt for a flock of missing wit- 
nesses who might throw some light 
on the affair. Among those sought 
was a stranger who on the night of 
the shooting had asked two Win- 
ston-Salem residents for the direc- 
tion of the Reynolds home. 
Immediately upon her release as 
a material witness, Miss Holman left 
the scene for a hideaway just out- 
side of Cincinnati. ‘Ab’ Walker, a 
pal of the dead man, though also 
released, stayed on to be available 
for further questioning. 


Coast 


Faction in Angelus Temple circu- 
lating petition to oust David L. Hut- 
ton, husband of Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson, since he lost a heart balm 








sui. in L. A. Superior court to 
Myrtle St. Pierre. She was awarded 
$5,000. 





Jan Rubini petitioned L. A. Su- 
perior court to reduce $150 monthly 
alimony paid Diane D’Aubrey, for- 
mer wife, to $75 for support of her- 
self and two minor children. Says 
she has a separate income of $300 
amonth. Rubini conducting Loew’s 
State orchestra at $250 weekly. 





Disinclination of Dr. George A. 
Allen, president of the Salt Lake 
Zoological Society, to pay 15% of 
the gate receipts of a circus to the 
University of Utah for use of its 
stadium July 23-25 may cali a halt 
to the show. Zoo society expected 
to give half the gate to charity and 
use balance for improving Hogle 
Gardens, 





Zion Myers, screen director, and 
wife Betty, asking permission of 
juvenile court to adopt one-year- 
old Robert Jrving. 





Albert I. Erlacher, 35, butler for 
George Fitzmaurice, committed sui- 
cide at the home of his employer in 
Beverly Hills, according to police. 





Frank Ries, photographic supply 
dealer, and Eston B. Juneau, both 
of Hollywood, indicted by Federal 
grand jury on eharges of distribu- 
ting obscene literature and pictures. 





In effort to break a sale contract 
for purchase of a Van Nuys, Cailif., 
home, Edris Milar, dancer and wife 
of Dr. Josif Ginsburg, Hollywood 
plastic surgeon, filed suit in Su- 
perior court against Paula de Cardo, 
also a dancer, and her parents, al- 
leging misrepresentation of'the val- 
ue of the house and seeking return 
of $3,000 already paid. 





George Beban II, son of the late 
actor, visiting Los Angeles for the 
Olympics. 





Arlene Brea, radio time solicitor, 
awarded judgment for $985 against 
Ben S. McGlashen, owner of KGFJ, 
Los Angeles, for unpaid commis- 
sions. 





Pleading not guilty to charges of 
drunk driving and murder of Mar- 
jorie Gauthier, Hollywood school 
girl, killed when an auto he was 
driving turned over, Harold Men- 
jou, adopted son of Adolph Menjou, 
will appear for trial Aug. 22 in L. A. 
Superior Court. 





Suit for $31,000 damages filed in 
Superior court, Los Angeles, by 
Verna Vauthier, dancer, against 
Charles Van, beauty parlor man- 
ager. Miss Vauthier claims her 
hair was burned off and her scalp 
disfigured by a permanent waving 
machine, 





Los Angeles Appellate court ruled 
that Esther Muir Enos, divorced 
wife of Busby Berkeley, dance di- 
recton, was Hable for debts incurred 
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while married. Department store 
sued for $314 and attached bonds 
owned by Mrs. Enos to satisfy judg- 
ment. Her motion for release of 
bonds because they were personal, 
and not community property, was 
defeated. ; 





Orange County, Calif., police 
chiefs have agreed to use a Santa 
Ana radio station for crime preven- 
tion broadcasting, and will pro rata 
the $500 monthly fee for 24-hour 
service. 





Kay Francis and Kenneth Mac- 
Kenna back in Hollywood after a 
month’s vacation in N. Y. 





Lillian Rich granted divorce in 
Los Angeles Superior court from 
Lionel Edward Nicholson, radio an- 
nouncer, On non-support charges. 





Mrs. Margaret P. Whittaker, for- 
mer film actress, filed Superior court 
petition asking that Francis Whit- 


erly Hills millionaire, be ordered to 
pay her alimony. Divorced two 
years ago, Mrs. Whittaker says she 
is penniless, 





L. A. district attorney’s office dis- 
missed manslaughter charges 
against Mrs. Louise Bradbury, film 
actress and wife of a film director, 
after two hung jury trials. Cash 
settlement made with Mrs. Joseph 
Barrett, widow of man she was ac- 
cused of running down with her car. 





When a temporary flooring over 
a concrete swimming pool at W. R. 
Hearst’s San Simeon ranch col- 
lapsed, nine members of a school 
teachers’ party visiting the place 
suffered broken bones and other in- 
juries, 





With voters of Arcadia, Calif., to 
decide on establishment of a race 
track on the Baldwin Ranch near 
there July 26, Los Angeles Jockey 
— has opened an office in that 
own, 





Mrs. Bessie Beaty, former actress, 
and first wife of Fred T. Beaty, ex- 
county supervisor of Los Angeles, 
asked Superior Court Judge Walter 
S. Gates to adjudge her husband 
in contempt of court, as he was 
$2,000 behind in payments for sup- 
port of their two children. 





Suit of Ruth Roland to recover 
$3,170 on a note from Alvin B. Bar- 
anov off L. A. Superior court cal- 
endar because of inability of ac- 
tress to locate L. E. Kent, her for- 
mer husband and business manager. 





Carter De Haven got nothing but 
grief when he purchased a small 
house in West Hollywood and start- 
ed moving it to Laurel Canyon. 
Petty thefts, looting and breakage 
were climaxed by loss of a bathtub, 
kitchen sink and other plumbing ac- 
cessories, he told police. 





Cleaning out roster of execs at 
Agua Caliente Jockey club, Joseph 
M. Schenck, new president, appoint- 
ed Christopher J. Fitzgerald, of the 
New York Jockey club, as director 
of racing and presiding steward; 
Martin Nathanson, associate stew- 
ard and handicapper; William H. 
Shelley, racing secretary and plac- 
ing judge, and Harry Morrissey, 
starter. 





Joe and Marie Fashing in county 
jail on suspicion of assault with a 
deadly weapon and disturbing the 
peace following argument with J. P. 
Swickard, manager of the Strand 
theatre, Los Angeles, over attempt 
of their san, to.crash the gate. Boy 
in juvenile hall. 





Talk over CBS by Shri Meher 
Baba, Hindu mystic, who was to 
break a seven-year silence by ad- 
dressing a national hookup from 
KHJ, Los Angeles, called off Tues- 
day (12), day before scheduled, 
when the kogi switched his mind 
and left suddenly for Chicago. 





Ethel Barrymore sued in Munici- 
pal court, Los Angeles, for $250 
— of clothes by Maison Mende- 
solle. 





Former L. A. downtown circus lot 
leased by Julio Perez, Jack Fritz 
ano Bob Kennington on !ong term 
as a used-car lot. Claimed to be 
the world’s largest. 





Diana Wynyard, English actress, 
arrives in L.A A. from New York to 
begin a Metro contract. 





Largest gain in employment and 
payrolis in Los Angeles for May 
over April was in the film industry, 
with 14.5% increase in employes and 
14% up in payrolls, according to a 
Hollywood bank survey. 





When a plane piloted by Charles 
W. Gilpin, president of Gilpin Air 





Lines of Glendale, crashed into a 





mountain near city, 


Gilpin, it was revealed that James 
N. Crofton, president of the Agua 
Caliente Amusement Co., and Mona 
Rico, Mexican film actress, who 
were passengers, had been secretly 
married recently. Crofton suffered 
a broken leg and Miss Rico cuts 
about the face. 





Genevieve Hamper, widow of 
Robert Mantell, playing Mary Mag- 
an in the Hollywood Pilgrimage 
play. 





Clark Gable bought a Beverly 
Hills home. Located in Benedict 
Canyon, it has seven rooms. 





For burglarizing $4,000 from the 
Million Dollar, Los Angeles, Sam 
Simon and Mrs. Ruth Hornbeck 
were sentenced to from one to 10 
years each in San Quentin. 


Albert C. Read, Jr. Oakland 
broker, whose wife is suing Claire 
Windsor for alienation of affections, 
back in Hollywood to attempt a film 
career. Also in town is a tele- 
graphic warrant from Oakland, 
charging that Read walked out on 
an unpaid bill for $30 at the Hotel 
Oakland. 








Burglars took $7 in cash, a $25 
radio and a suit of clothes from the 
home of Nick Grinde, director. 





State Board of Medical Examin- 
ers in San Francisco continued un- 
til October trial of Dr. I. Jesse Cit- 
ron, Hollywood physician, charged 
with illegally prescribing narcotics 
to Alma Rubens. 





Burglars looted safe of the Bel- 
mont (F-WC), L. A., of $460 in cash 
and checks. 





William Johnson, film actor, ar- 
rested by Los Angeles police on 
suspicion of participating in the hi- 
jacking of a liquor truck. 


Ruth Noble, Hollywood film ac- 
tress, is in Japan, according to word 
from Tokio, to renew her fight for 
possession of her son, now in cus- 
tody of Sessue Hayakawa, the 
father. 








Arlene Brea, radio advertising so- 
licitor, suing Ben S. McGlashen, 
owner of KGFJ, for $8,300 in antici- 
pated commissions. Says he sent 
other solicitors to interfere with her 
efforts. 





Marcelle Robin, Metro scenarist 
and interpreter, says she waited 
three days for police to answer her 
call that a burglar had ransacked 
her Los Angeles home. 





Masquers’ club have invited Gov. 
Franklin Roosevelt to attend a ban- 
quet in his honor during the Olym- 
pic games. 





Vicki Baum in L. A. with her hus- 
band, Richard Lert, who will con- 
duct one night of the symphony 
concerts in Hollywood Bowl. Also 
their two children, Peter and Wolf- 
gang. Will make their home here. 
Miss Baum under contract to 
M-G-M for next three months. 





King Baggott and Edward Mof- 
fett, screen writer, fined $30 each in 
Los Angeles sunrise court on in- 
toxication charges after being ar- 
rested when police saw them drive 
down Sunset boulevard in a zigzag 
course. 


L. A. Municipal Judge Curtis de- 
nied Samson Raphaelson a new 
trial in suit for commission won by 
Joyce-Selznick for $1,105. Will 
probably appeal. 








Hollywood detectives investigat- 
ing theft of 10 engravings from 
trunk owned by Bill Gorman, actor. 


Gordon Westcott, Paramount 
player, rescued three-year-old Van 
Smith who fell into a swimming 
pool at a Hollywood apartment 
where both lived. 








Ethel Duncan, Los Angeles radio 
evangelist, announced in Baker, 
Ore., that she expected to move to 
Boise, Idaho, in two months and 
open a church there. 





Said to be Patricia Salmon, for- 
mer Follies girl, young woman was 
arrested by San Francisco police 
charged with driving an auto while 
intoxicated. Later released on bail. 





Doris Whitney, actress, awarded 
divorce, custody of minor son and 
$50 a month support from George 
W. Whitney, Hollywood make-up 
company sales manager, on cruelty 
grounds. 





After a search of a year, Holly- 
wood policemen arrested Ruth 
Cunez, film actress, for reckless 
driving, arising from two collisions, 
one a year ago, and another one 
last month, in which Henry Schu- 
—— son of the singer, was 

urt. 


Robert M. Creighton, sailor, ar- 
rested recently in New York and re- 
turned to Los Angeles, arraigned on 
grand theft charge in L. A. Munic- 
ipal court, accused of taking a $1,- 
000 watch belonging to Howard 
Hughes during a cruise on the 
Hughes yacht four months ago. 








Total of $200 in cash, and bonds 
with sale value of $80, all that fed- 
eral trustee Gilbank has been able 
to scrape together out of the as- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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P ———_— 
Bert Howell over from Paris. 
Marcelles off to Paris, back in 

August. 

Swaffer riding round in the Graf 

Zeppelin. 

Condos Brothers 
hours daily. 

Pat O’Connor and Bobby Blythe 
reminiscing. 





practicing five 


Tom Burke discharged from 
bankruptcy. 
Stanley Wathon busy handling 


two circuses. 

Enid Stamp Taylor 
slimming diet. 

When in doubt stage a troupe of 
Can-Can girls. 

London Pavilion usherettes all 
former chories. 

Percy Athos again producing for 
Ufa in September. 

jJreat Carmo trying 
vaudeville comeback. 

Warwick Ward watching a sub- 
urban vaudeville show. 

Shaftesbury theatre closed for five 
weeks for redecoration. 

Moss Empires booking vaudeville 
right up to end of year. 

Frances Day kiddingly admiring 
the land of her adoption. 

Giovanni threatening he will go 
to America in September. 

All night wait for opening of the 
Mrs. Barney murder trial. 

Hugh Anderson suffering from 
slight nervous breakdown. 

Argentina’s two recitals at the 
Savoy theatre pulled capacity. 

Henry Sullivan on new operetta, 
and too busy to take vacation. 

3iggest queues ever known at 
Wimbledon for the tennis finals. 

Polly Walker only American 
around here shunning night life. 

Joe Peanuts annoyed with ‘Va- 
riety,’ says it always roasts him. 

Delysia, Francis Lederer and now 
Noel Coward all studying Spanish. 

Marie Burke's only rest nowadays 
is in her car outside her apartment. 

Business bad, and George Foster 
holiday making in south of France. 

Leslie Henson back from Riviera 
to produce new farce in Manches- 
ter. 

John Bayer Maltese dog act, first 
of its kind booked for Savoy caba- 
ret. 

Sherman Fisher eulogizing George 
Black, although working for oppo- 


on stringent 


to stage 


sition. 
Sir Landon Ronald. conferring 
with friends outside the Poly- 
technic. 


Lucien Sammett only producer in 
West End working seven days 
weekly. 

Freddie Astaire left the Carlton 
for the Dorchester, due to too many 
callers. 

Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley play- 
ing returns at Savoy hotel and Pal- 
ladium. 

J. J. Gillespie, chairman of Moss 
Empires, on fishing vacation in 
Norway. 

Latest project for Piccadilly the- 
atre on the tapis is a news reel 
program. 

Carl Brisson, Jr., now assistant 
business manager and press rep for 
Brisson, Sr. 

Paramount Circuit cut out all 
orchestras to keep overhead down 
for summer. 

Eugene Corri, famous boxing 
referee, living in retirement after 
iliness on $10 a week. 

Beatrice Lillie here spending 


(Cortinued on page 62) 
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Hollywood 


Max Fisher back. 

Hardie Albright Yellowstoning it. | 

Fire destroyed John Robertson’s } 
ranch at Rancho Sante Fe. 

Dr. Milton Bender here from N. | 
Y. to double-o Larry Hart. 

Gene Fox refers to a hangover | 

‘looking through a scrim.’ 

Bill Riley set to manager F&M’s 
a. 2 & A* wee opening |" 
July 30. 

Morris Kinzler — 
Brooklyn, p.a., 
his wife. 

Pop band concerts at Hollywood 
Gardens postponed from July 20 to 
the 24th. 

Department stores selling small 
versions of nickel marble games 
at $1.45. 

Hubert Voight staying 





as 


former Fox, 
here by auto with 


on at 


Columbia, handling photographic 
material. 
George Hickman, one of the 


Three Loos Screws, favoring a 
twisted ankle. 

Lew Cantor arrived here Friday 
(15), to try out. his Hollywood 
showcase idea. 

Bruce Cabot, Radio player, was 
formerly Jacques De Bujac, who 
functioned as a ‘host’ at the Em- 
bassy club. 

Chick Sale’s publishing office still 
getting calls for the National Astro- 
logical Assn. after lending them the 
use of its phone for an afternoon. 

Italian Olympic committee of Los 
Angeles gives a_ pérformance of 
‘Barbara’ at the Wilshire-Ebell 
July 212 in honor of the visiting 
Italian athletes. 

Jerry Goldberg, son of Joe Gold- 
berg, learning the picture producing 
ropes as a third assistant director 
on the William Sistrom picture. 
Jerry Brandt, son of Joe Brandt, do- 
ing same at Tiffany. 


Berlin 





lager, at 


;}and film’s 


, tiations with the authorities re pre- 


Paul Kohner engaged James P. 
Wharton for manuscript work on 
the U’s ‘The Rebel.’ 

Dr. Martin Zickel, theatre man- 
the Urban hospital with |; 
serious kidney trouble. 

Nazis enforce casting of national 
plays with actors supported by 
them by writing threatening letters. 

Seymour Nebenzahl has acquired 
Molnar’s ‘Liliom’ for Hans Albers, 
direction to be by Robert 
Siodmak. 

G. W. Pabst, director, to make a 
picture in Rome with Cines, for 
which Luigi Pirandello will write 
the script. 

Hans Stosch-Sarrasani, proprietor 
of Circus Sarrasani, here for nego- 


carious position and future of his 
show. 

Ewald Kretschmar, general man- 
ager of the Adlon hotel, giving up 
his position after 25 years’ work 
with the concern. Louis Adlon tak- 
ing over the management himself. 

Mollie Kruegev’s eye is oke. 

Dave Lipton a B&K vacationee. 

Lou Lipstone in the hatless bri- 
gade. 

Jack Dwork taking his bar exams 
at last. 

Phil Davis, bored, reports an 82 
at golf. 

Mrs. Harry Munns has recuperat- 
ed from a nervous breakdown. 

Irving Mills left behind a reputa- 
tion as a deluxe thrower of parties. 

Charley Kurtzman is living at the 
Medinah Athletic club and talking 
handball. 

‘We're losing less than our com- 
petitors,’ is Willie Horowitz’ bland 
comment on business. 

Recent pineapple was meant for a 
nearby gambling club, not’ the 
southside theatre that got it. 

Billy Trumbull, old-time Palace 
box-office man, now on the Coast, 











By Max Magnus 





Harry Piel taking a holiday on his 
yacht. 

Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy ex- 
pected. 

Christoph Muelleneisen in Scan- 
dinavia. 

Christa Winsloe talking it over 
with Ufa. 

Hans Mierendorff, 
turned 50. 

Karin Branzell again signed by 
the German State Opera. 

Margarete Melzer will play in 
Meschrapom pictures at Moscow. 

Richard Weichert now manager of 
the Munich Schauspielhaus theatre. 

Paul Hartmann to play again at 
Deutsches theatre after a longer ab- 
sence, 

Edmund Eysler’s collection of art 
was sold at auction. Financial dif- 
ficulties. 

Charlotte Susa went home to say 
goodbye to her mother before going 
Hollywood. 

Robert Forster-Larrinaga, author 
and stage director, succumbed to 
pneumonia. 

Anna May Wong to play the lead 
in ‘Turandot’ at Theatre am Schiff- 
bauerdamm, 


actor, just 


on the mend from recent illness. 


|}done publicity for the Hotels Sher- 


all the hard-boiled men in Chicago, 
speeds eastward under Harry Rich- 


for transplanting in 
Dorothy = started 
Paul Ash Club, 


man auspices 
Manhattan. 
secretary of the has 


man and Morrison, and has become 


as 





a Chicago celebrity. 








Osso has lumbago. 
Frances Earle here. 
Resort trek has started. 
Hope Hampton to Vichy. 
Yale Glee Club being feted. 
Godowsky gets $32 a lesson. 
La Sieur off to Juan les Pins. 
Ellen Southbrook around again. 
Claire Luce driving along Riviera. 
Hollingworth team for the Bobino. 
Phil Moeller likes his sightseeing. 
The new cafe at the Colisee all in 
red, 

Frank Jay Goulds back to Riviera 
villa, 

Rosie Dolly staying on the Ri- 
viera. 

Louis hair 
tamed. 

Beatrice Lillie getting tanned at 
Cannes, 

Cole Porter full of the cure at 
Carlsbad. 

Marc Knaw at Aix les Bains for 
short cure. 

Damia getting the left bankers at 
the Bobino. 

Marguerite de Pachmann staging 
a comeback. 

Mistinguett all aflutter as night 
club hostess. 

Earl Leslie resting after night 
club opening. 

Ely Culbertson and wife off to Le 
Touquet villa. 

Philips Oppenheim sticking to the 
Mediterranean. 

George Jean Nathan at the George 
V for first time. 

yeorgia Graves photographed with 
her pet donkeys. 

Charley Schwedler interested in 
‘The Blue Danube.’ 

Paddy of the Jackson Troupe 


Kova’s somewhat 





Harry Faber in town bragging 
about his classy new vaude partner, 
Margie Ford. He’s ogling Holly- 
wood. 

Gardner Wilson out of the Sam 
Gerson office has sold a story to 
‘Collier’s.” So has Harlan Ware of 
the Hotel Sherman. 

Kay Strozzi, whose in-laws are 
socially indexed, was photographed 
for the exclusive pages while here 
with ‘Clowns in Clover.’ 

Joe Mann, former pianist for 
Esther Parker and Hetty King in 
vaude, now at the Municipal Tuber- 
culosis Sanatorium, Chicago. 

Sam Roberts and the missus said 
nuts to the Chicago heat and the 
closing theatres and scrammed into 
the Wisconsin woods for a month of 
fishing. 

Bill Jacobs remains expatriated in 
L. A., where he is pinch-hitting for 
Lew Golder. Jacobs may not re- 
turn until the World’s Fair, where 
he will have several attractions. 

‘It’s a conspiracy,’ says 8S. 8. Mil- 
lard, sex show promoter who was 
raided again. Millard, always aim- 
ing high, named one of the most 
prominent showmen in town as his 
‘persecutor.’ 





Dorothy Gulman, having shocked 
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Hudson. 


THE COOLEST SPOT 


Dine and Dance in Our 


26 stories abov 
ments of Manhattan. 
celled view of New York’s matchless 
skyline and the broad expanse of the 


To the Tunes of 


@ NOBLE SISSLE’'S e 


Internationally Famous Band 
And Other Entertainment Features 


Largest Single Rooms in New York with 
Baths for $3.50 


Phone Circle 7-8009 


entral 


56th St. at 7th Ave., New York City y, A | 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 
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e the scorching pave- 
With an unex- 
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back from London. 

Francen tying up doubly with the 
Comedie Francaise. 

Mrs. Preston Sturgis hostessing 
for visiting Americans. 

Nadja and Dorothy Smith ex- 
changing a few stories. 

Somerset Maugham never makes 
speeches at openings of his plays. 

Ruth Chatterton back with first- 
hand information about bull fights. 

Fannie Brice says even the night 
life in the south of France is stren- 
uous. 

Habit of stealing shoes left out- 
side doors in hotels is again in 


vogue. 

Guy Crosswell Smith, U. A. rep 
here, and his wife had a motor ac- 
Their taxi hit a wagon. 


cident. 











“One of the finest plays of 
the year, subtle, beautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 


Theatre, 45th St.. W. of B’way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 


‘Red-Headed 
Woman’ 


with Jean Harlow 


Vaudeville — Benny Davis, Buck 
& Bubbies; Others 
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“UNAS HAMED” with Helen 
Twelvetrees— Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer's Shock-Drama! 
“Kollywood on Parade’’ 
tn Person—7 Famous Stars 
Jack Benny, Una Merkel 
Jean Hershelt, Lew Cody 
lid OF Weng, Armida 

Abe Lyman 
and Orch. 


COOL 


BIWAY 
5st 
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| Wagner, for 


| Artists, has 


aptly s Miami Cafe 
Miami, July 18. 
After years as a 
p.a, 
other 


many 
eastern Charles E 
the 
out of Atlanta for 
chucked show business, 
the 


cities, 
ploiting 
and is operating 
here. 
Wagner is 
Morgan. 


associated with R. E. 


OXNARD VAUDE 


Los Angeles, July 18. 


United | 


| 


Broadway 


Dr. Julian Siegel to Atlantic City 
for vacash. 

Bernie Hines inspecting RKO’s 
southern theatre spots. 

Jack Connolly went to Washing- 
ton for the closing sessions of Cone- 
gress. 

Eddie Diamond, former Earl Car- 





roll stage manager, back from 
Coast. 

George Heafely and band now at 
Balloon Ballroom, Luna Park, Coney 


Island. 

Easy to tell when Margaret Hen- 
dricks shoves off for a party. She 
usually wears hlue. 

Hurt by that Coney fire was Carl 
Abrahams, legit manager. His 


| house burned down. 


Those Bobby Sanford Show Boat 
cruises up the Hudson getting a 
play from the professional bunch. 
Billy Duffy, sports promoter, 
opened a gym at 48th and Broad- 
way. Francis Albertanti p. a.’ing. 

Jack Cohn spent the weekend 
snatching® a look at the Thousand 
Islands from the Max Winslows’ 
porch. 

Heavy sightseeing trips to Coney 
Island for a load of the fire ruins. 
Coney busses from Times Sq. also 
overboard on passengers. 

Irwin Dash, American song plug- 
ger in London, is buying up pounds 
as a matter of investment because 
of the exchange rate advantage. 

Bert Wheeler left the Para- 
mount theatre through the house 
entrance, having been taken for $60 
in touches at the stage door open- 
ing day. 

Borrah Minevitch, still sporting 
that Latin Quarter muff which he 
brought back with him from abroad, 
threatens to play his first American 
engagement with the heavy beard. 

William Morris, Jr., with his wife 
and Bill Perlberg of the Morris 
agency’s Coast branch to the Coast 
by plane Saturday (16). The Mor- 
rises will take in the Olympics 
while in Calif. 

Mrs. Louis Cohn, wife of the Fox- 
West Coast realty expert, who made 
a motor trip east with her children, 
is going back the same way this 
week. Mrs. Cohn will stop off in 
Atlanta, her husband’s home town, 

About the only time she paid her 
own way into a theatre Sue Morgan, 
‘Variety's’ hello girl, won a lucky 
number that givessher a free round 
trip to Bermuda on the Munson 





picture | 
and exploiter in New York and | 


past two years ex- | 


Mayfair cafe | 


| 


Bert Levey office took over vaude | 


Calif. Furnishing five acts and a 
band for a Sunday date. 


booking for the Oxnard, at Pana 


Line. Contest was at Skouras’ 
Broadway, Astoria. 





Mrs. Smith had severai stitehes 
taken in her skull, but is doing well. 
Guy was able to leave for Spain on 
a business trip. 

Sim Viva, actress, getting full- 
page publicity from a tieup with a 
motorcar. 

Jules Brulatour and Hope Hamp- 
ton’s apartment ready at the 
George V. 

Mrs. Richard Tauber soon to be 
joined at Juan les Pins by hubby 
back from London season. He’s go- 








ing back for provincial tour in fall, 





CONSTANCE 
B EZNNETT 
In “WHAT PRICE 
HOLLYWOOD” 


TO 2 P. M., 35¢ 














e 
eo}? July 20th 
O to July 22nd 


‘‘Fergotten Commandments”’ 
with SARI MARITZA 





, EXTRA ATTRACTION 
EARL ROSSMAN’S 
“DANGERS of the ARCTIC” | 











a July 20th 
U to July 22nd 
“Forgotien Commandments” 
with 


SARI MARITZA 
GENE RAYMOND 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Exhibitor’s league holding its 
seventh annual convention in Chi- 
cago. As usual there was a bolt 
and a rump convention. Bill John- 
ston, of the ‘M. P. News’ blamed 
for stirring up trouble. Lee Ochs, 
pres., was also boss of the ‘Trade 
Review.’ Bill Brady finally oiled 
the works and _ they “got together 
again. 





Trouble’ on the Cook & Lent’s 
circus. Cook tent hands struck for 
wages, bill poster got out an at- 
tachment and the manager chased 
the lion tamer. down the street, 
peeved.at his attentions to the man- 
agerial missus. Tamer was in his 
nightshirt, and was his face red! 





Lights, professional club at Free- 
port, L. I. held a Christmas tree 
in July, All the members on the 
road in Dec. in those days, Bert 
Kalmar’s idea. 





Burley managers were told they 
could have two weeks ahead and 
after the regular season for turkey 
dates. Not all took them. Usually 
one break-in week. 





Man in Paris sued for divorce 
offering a picture firm as the evi- 
dence. Newsreel clip shows his wife 
with the other man in a taxi fol- 
lowing a parade. He bought the film 
and won his suit. 





ASCAP sent Nathan Burkan to 
the Chicago exhibitors’ convention 
to tell them about the new copy- 
right tax. Burkan spoke of a nom- 
inal fee of 10c, a seat, but they 
wouldn’t.admit that was. nominal. 





William Fox leased the Globe. the- 
atre to show his films. Rental $3,000 
a week. Figured on ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ running four weeks as 
the opening attraction. But it didn’t. 


90 YEARS AGO 


‘(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








German had just invented a cor- 
net with five keys, which was hailed 
as a tremendous improvement. 
Forgotten now. 





Theatricals were dull and ‘Clip- 
per’ filled in by shooting a few re- 
ports full of holes. Declared absurd 
story that $10,000 had been paid for 
an American melodrama. 





Grand Qpera House, N. Y., warned 
not. to up prices. Gould and Fiske 
starved on a high tariff and ‘Clip- 
per’ pointed out that the house had 
bee 1 a gold mine at popular prices. 
A ‘jc. top was about the most the 
house could get in profitable quan- 
tities, but ten years later jit put in 
one row of seats for $1 to get at- 
tractions refusing to play a lower 
top. 





‘Lew Simmons, minstrel endman, 
was trying to run a ball nine. Not 
much of a go, but he got his old 
job back, 





First permanent officers of the 
Actors’ Fund elected. Lester Wal- 
lack, pres, A. M, Palmer, v.p.; Dan- 
iel Frohman, sec. and Theodore 
Moss, treas. Only Frohman. re- 
mains. 





That wall of the Windsor theatre, 
on the Bowery, which had created 
such a stir through the winter, was 
being rebuilt. Shoring held it up 
until the close of the season. 





John L. Sullivan failed to knock 
out Tug Wilson in four rounds, but 
all theatres open took the count. 
Madison Sq. Garden was packed to 
see the new idol. 





‘Clipper’ announced it refrained 
from commenting on a new player's 
work ‘until she becomes more at 
ease in her role.’ Little more than 
an amateur and replacing a sea- 
soned player in ‘Esmeralda.’ 





ae ‘Triploge’ was touring the 
south. New name for a panorama. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—_——_——- -—_ -— 


Some discussion in circuit circles over Metro’s ‘Washington Masque- 
rade,’ first of the political films with the national capitol as its locale. 
Rushed through by Metro on top of the Republican and Democratic 
conventions, with campaigns about ready to start for the presidency, it 





of view. 

Difference of opinion seems to exist thus far as to whether it is out- 
and-out propaganda for Hoover. Although some film buyers consider 
it strictly from the box-office angle, without looking for any propaganda, 
others are strong in their contention that the film is distinctly propa- 
gandic in nature, while still others, agreeing it looks pro-Hoover, point 
out that certain passages could be construed as favoring Roosevelt more 
than his opponent, 

Metro has done an almost over-night job on getting ‘Masquerade’ 
through for quick exhibition. The play on which it is based, ‘The Claw,’ 
which dealt with foreign politics, was purchased only a few months ago 
and the picture was originally set for next season. It may also be that 
Metro wanted to beat Columbia to the field with its ‘Washington Whirl- 
pool.’ 








The New York Operators’ union, 306, has voted to extend its advertis- 
ing campaign seven weeks. Originally for three weeks, with budget of 
$3,500 weekly to be spent, it will be scaled lower for the new period to 
nearer $2,500. 

Campaign is designed to offset numerous attacks against Sam Kaplan, 
president, and the union itself, with members under an assessment to 
cover. Members voted to assess themselves to meet the cost. 

Protests by a minority group against the Kaplan assessments have 
been taken to New York Supreme Court. Protesting faction, whose 
counsel is Nathaniel Doragoff, seeks to enjoin the local from collecting 
the assessments. 

The 1,200 members of 306 are being taxed $2.10 each for 10 weeks for 
Kaplan attorney fees in addition to the 12% for regular members and 
20% for permit men in force for some time, 





Avenue for RKO to obtain the Fox program opened when Loew ac- 
quired the full program of Warner films away from RKO. In order to 
get around certain franchise obstacles, as held by others, RKO was 
compelled to agree to acquire a certain interest in the Savoy and Ridge- 
wood theatres operated by Rinzler and Frisch. 

Under that scheme the R, and F. outfit was privileged to turn back 
its franchise to Fox and permit the latter to give it to RKO. As a result 
RKO will buy and book for these two Rinzler spots. Additionally, Fox 
acquired a financial interest in Sidney Cohen’s Empire theatre in the 
Bronx, also holder of a Fox franchise. This Fox did by agreeing to pay 
half of the Empire’s rental annually, or $75,000 annually. 

Altogether it means Fox films will shove into around 42 spots in the 
metropolitan district of which number 33 are RKO properties. Outside 
of the R. and F.. houses to be booked, about five of the spots are operated 
by Skouras, 





Henry Clay Siegel's departure from Hollywood halts Louis J. Selznick’s 
intention to get baek into picture production. Siegel was formerly treas- 
urer of the old Select Pictures, a Selznick enterprise, and was introduced 
to Larry Darmour by Selznick. 

Siegel had agreed to put up $50,000 in Darmour’s deal with Radio for 
a series of William Boyd films. Selznick was also in as a more or less 
silent partner but was going to have his say-so on stories and produc- 
tion. When Siegel suddenly departed Darmour called off the Radio deal, 
and with it:went Selznick’s plan to obtain another foothold in production. 
Darmour’s set up with Boyd was taken over by Radio which studio is 
making the series on its own lot under Benny Ziedman’s supervision. 





A lawyer whose ambition is to become general counsel of a film com- 
pany of which he is also a director, probably knows now why he cannot 
achieve the position, if reports as crediting the cause have any basis. 
Item concerns a directors’ meeting of the company at which the most 
important member of the group, who dictates the board’s policies, an- 
nounced he would prefer the meeting over quickly as he had to catch a 
train on an emergency government matter. 

Latter was holding watch in hand and anxious to break away when 
the lawyer mentioned arose to take up such a discussion on the coloring 
of a lobby of one of the company’s theatres. He didn’t like the color 
arrangement, 





Conrad Nagel, v.p. of the Academy, stepped somewhat out of line at 
the pact acceptance meeting in Hollywood last week. Plan was to have 
Nagel second a motion, made by Ralph Block, thanking the committee 
which worked out the agreement for their work. 

When Nagel got up to make his endorsement he added the names of 
Edwin Loeb, attorney for the producers, and his assistant, to the group. 
It was an embarrassing moment for those to be thanked as, outside of 
the producers group, there had been some strain in the relations between 
other members and Loeb. F 





It is estimated that advance salaries paid the supporting cast in Al 
Jolson’s ‘The New Yorker,’ now in production after six weeks’ delay, 
aggregated around $150,000 before a camera was turned. 

After a month and a half of rehearsals activity was halted to allow 
story revision. Two weeks later the cast was ordered back again and 
rehearsed a few days, when another revamp of the yarn was decided 
upon. Then followed another four weeks’ idleness before actual filming 
began. 





Paramount's trouble with Mexico over ‘Broken Wing’ is somewhat sur- 
prising to the company. When the film was first completed George 
Akerson, Par’s political contacter, feared possible trouble, so took it to 
Washington and showed it to the Mexican ambassador, who is under- 
stood to have passed it as okay. 

Despite that when the picture got down there considerable rumpus 
cropped up and the film was barred. Guatemala has now also barred it. 





Pittsburgh censors apparently felt that they had been too easy on 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) and dropped into the Penn the day after 
the picture had opened and chopped a couple of more minutes from it. 
First time on record that the board continued the cutting process after 
a picture had been passed through cut, 

As a result, ‘Woman’ showed with around 10 minutes, or 900 feet, 
clipped. 





The largest crowd seen around the Roxy, New York, in some time 
gathered last Tuesday (12) in front of the house to read a slam that 
was anonymously pasted over an announcement in a lobby frame that 
the theatre reopens July 29. 

The notice, printed in ink, was signed ‘A Victim’ The theatre, up to 
that time, had not paid off salaries on the final show to play there. 





Paramount got a peculiar break in China on ‘Jekyll and Hyde.’ Film 
was shown around the country during the recent strife with Japan, With 
restoration of the government and censor board, film was put up to 
censorship and turned down as being too gruesome, 





Liside Sinf—Miic 


Jack Mills has only disposed of his Waterson-Berlin-Snyder catalog 
for England and Germany to B, Feldman and Alberti. Mills owns the 
W-B-S publications along with the copyrights of several firms which 
Mills Music controls. 

Mills’ own major catalog, the rights to which Lawrence Wright had for 
England, and Alberti for Germany, hasn't been disposed of as yet for 
abroad. Jack Mills and his attorney, Samuel J. Buzzell just got back 
from Europe, where they had been for that purpose, as contracts with 
Wright and Albert have expired. A matter of terms is holding up new 








deals as there are other offers. 





Whether to cut or not to cut the wholesale price of sheet music to 
15c, to establish a uniform retail price of 25c, is still the question with 
the publishers... Latest trend is that this chopping off of extra pennies 
will not help and will only cheat the boys out of so much revenue. 

Meantime, the gravest concern is to get it over to the dealers that, so 
far as present song catalogs are concerned, there can be no changes in 
wholesale prices. Dealers and. jobbers, agitated by reported impending 
changes, it is feared, are laying off stocking up on present catalogs and 
the publishers want to establish that prices will apply to present issues 
regardless. Any changes will govern unpublished songs, i. e., songs yet 
to go into exploitation for merchandising, 





United Artists has mailed out 25,000 copies of the Irving Caesar song, 
‘What, No Mickey Mouse?’ to exhibitors, along with a campaign book 
urging that they tune in on the radio.’ ‘Bén Bernie is introducing the 
song. 

While Caesar is publishing the song ditty, UA is not interested in it 
commercially. 





The late Dan Curry’s sister wrote a song, ‘Gee, But I'm Lonesome and 
Blue,’ which Ruth Etting fixed up and which Col. Snyder may publish 
independently. 

Robbins Music Corp. copyrighted the number and printed up a sample 
edition of the song, but Col. Snyder sez he'll organize the Lindy Music 
Corp. (in honor of Lindy’s restaurant) and. merchandise it independently, 





With a song hit meaning only $2,000-$3,000 to the writer, the boys are 
keeping on writing ’em chiefly to maintain their ratings in the society. 
That class ‘A’ means several thousands a year on the performing rights 
dividends with the income to be increased, it is hoped, from radio, etc, 





DeSylva, Brown and Henderson is publishing ‘I Got the Potatoes, [ 
Got the Tomatoes, But Someone Else Has Got the Girl.’ It’s a sequel 
to ‘Potatoes Are Cheaper, Tomatoes Are Cheaper,’ and by the same 
writers, 





Besides Robbins’ threatened suit against the American Society over 
classification, at least one other music publisher is discussing with his 
attorney the possibility of suing the ASCAP: Pub is dissatisfied with the 
amount of his dividends. and claims he’s entitled to more, - 





Songwriter’s dream of a plug came true Saturday (16) for Sam Coslow, 
His new number, ‘Everybody Knows It -But You,’ was used in Para- 
mount’s ‘Guilty As Hell,’ at the Coast studio, with Coslow doing the 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Radio accounts are forced to use the daily press for announcement of 
a program shift from one of the chains to the opposition network, 
Neither NBC nor CBS permit advertisers to announce, at the end of a 
program series, that they are moving over to the rival chain. Agencies 
get around this by having announcer state, during broadcasts the final 
week, that the advertising sponsor will begih'a new program next week 
and that listeners shall ‘watch their daily papers for details.’ 

Latter procedure was followed by Maxwell House Coffee in recent 
shift of the Lanny Ross-Don Vorhees orchestra program from Columbia 
to NBC, and by General Mills Co. in moving over the afternoon ‘Skippy’ 
broadcast from NBC to CBS. 


> 








CBS declares it iS satisfied with CKOK, Detroit, as its outlet in that 
city, as it is with CKOK’s 540 wave length..Network knows nothing of @ 
petition for a change to 640 kilocycles as previously reported, 

At 540 that’s the top of the dial, with the Detroit station’s coverage 
extending to Cleveland, Fort Wayne and Toledo almost as effectively as 
the local stations in those three spots. 

CBS broke away from the Kunsky-Trendle theatre’s WXYZ station 
May 380 because of a difference over the time allotment by WXYZ to 
CBS programs. 





With the entry of Wiliam Murray into the artists service bureau as 
assistant to George Engels, in charge of radio talent sales and develop- 
ment, NBC has embarked upon a new policy in regard to servicing ad 
agencies, 

Previously, the signaturing of an artist’s contract washed up the 
bureau’s interest in the agency account until the approach of the expira- 
tion date. Under the Murray mode. of operation the bureau keeps in 
contact with the agéncy from week to week, suggesting new ideas for 
the talent on the program, etc. 


i 








It had already, however, played in every Chinese city, except Pei-ping, 
so Par isn’t worrying too much, 





Tacoma, Wash., boasts of two Hollywood theatres, one highbrow and 
the other not so high. Class spot is close to the water. The other is 
on the tideflats consisting of barge squatters, tents and rickety packing 
boxes for homes of canned heat garglers and panhandlers. 

The two theatres break into print frequently, the lowbrow section with 
murders, suicides, bootleggers, etc., the other in the society columns, 





Upon announcement that Metro was going to make a picture around 
Rasputin, the Russian monk, the old silent German picture of that name 
was taken off the shelf and spotted at the Europa theatre, Baltimore, 
for a test showing. It stayed there five weeks. 

Film is now being rushed into the Europa, New York, with further 
time sought. 





A Warner Club, composed entirely of WB:employees, has been formed 
in Pittsburgh with a membership of more than 800. Earl Bell is presi- 
dent and organization has taken club rooms in the Clark Bldg. 





United Artists is mildly scorched over reissue of ‘The Valiant’ (Fox), 
with Paul Muni. UA takes exception to theatres advertising the reissue 
by using the word ‘Scarface’ in some form, 
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Cast Quits, Author 


But ‘Thanks’ Chorus Carries On 


+ 





‘Thanks a Lot,’ a revue which 
Frank Farnum and Bob London pro- 
pose to present, is so jammed up 
that it looked doubtful Monday if 
the show would reach the boards. 
After several delays, a promise to 
post a bond by Saturday noon with 
Equity guaranteeing the actors two 
weeks’ salary was not made good, 
and the agreement then was that 
rehearsals would stop. 

Last week two sets of principals 
were chosen, and both sets walked 
out after reputed squabbles. There 
was so inuch bickering that the 
Shubert office ordered rehearsals 
out of the National. A room at 
Bryant Hall was then engaged. 

Girls Protected 

. The difficulty in getting and hold- 
ing a cast together and rustling for 
the bond, however, did not prevent 
a chorus of 16 girls from rehears- 
ing. To protect two weeks’ salary 
for the girls and their return trans- 
portation from Atlantic City, the 
expectant opening stand, $1,150 is 
posted with Equity. 

It was charged that the chorus was 
worked from morning until late at 
night. Their quitting would release 
the guarantee money. After com- 
plaints over the long rehearsals, a 
time limit was fixed by Equity. 
Chorus has rehearsed two weeks, 
and the show management has the 
privilege of two more rehearsal 
weeks, after which salaries are due, 
whether the show opens or not. Far- 
num was reported telling the girls 
to walk with that deposit money in 
mind. 

After the principals walked out 
twice, Bennee Russell took back his 
book and music, leaving nothing to 
work with exept the chorus’ dance 
steps. Money for the chorus was 
gaid to have been put up by Mrs. 
Jennie Bernstein, whose daughter, 
Jerry Bernard, was in the show as 
a ballerina. 

Johnny Pierce, who had been pre- 
viously let go as a stager, was re- 
called to put the chorus through 
their chores. 

Principals originally included Ann 
Butler, Art Landry orchestra, Rice 
and Werner, Molly O’Dougherty, 
Milton LeRoy and Eddie Maxwell. 


TOO MANY SUMMER 
SPOTS, MOST STARVING 


Reports on summer community 
ventures which are spread from 
Jersey to New England, say that 
business is generally bad. One the- 
ory is that there are too many such 
tries this season, Also it is appar- 
ent that the number of people in 
the summer spots this season is far 
under normal. 

The country playhouses have 
been a refuge for any number of 
players and it has kept them off a 
desolate Broadway. Salaries are 
small, but room and board are 
thrown in. 

Case in point is Nantucket, where 
there are two summer show com- 
Panies or stocks. Money guaran- 
teeing two weeks ‘salary was de- 
posited in a local savings bank by 
One of the managements. The de- 
posit placed to Equity’s credit and 
the bankbook sent to Equity’s office. 
The amount is $156. Upon investi- 
gation it was found that the actors 
are getting $10 weekly plus hotel 
and meals. 











5 Old Worcester Sold 


’ Worcester, Mass., July 18. 

An attorney, a banker, three re- 
porters and the auctioneer were the 
only persons present at the sale of 
the Worcester theatre, antique legit 
house. It went back into the hands 
of the Spencer Savings Bank under 
foreclosure proceedings. 

The bank sold the playhouse last 
January to Joseph H. Woodhead. 
The latter’s defaults in payments of 
& mortgage led to the sale and the 
bank’s bid of $10,000 was accepted. 





‘Past’ Doesn’t Linger 


‘The Lingering Past’ presented in 
the Village at the Provincetown, lin- 
Gered but briefly. Equity stepped in 
early last week and closed the show. 
There were exactly seven people in 
the house for the Monday (11) per- 
formance. 


Piece was presented by Edwin | 
| Moskowits asked for a 


Hopkins, a play broker, said to have 
formerly been associated with 
George Broadhurst. 


Seizes Book, 








Ex-Purity 





San Francisco, July 18. | 

Pure and neighboring city 
of Oakland which has never 
permitted anything hotter 
than ‘Mother’s Millions’ on the 
stage, is in the midst of a tor- 
rid legit title battle. 

Dick Wilbur is playing ‘Red 
Light Annie’ 
while Moulin Rouge (formerly 
the Gem) opens Wednesday 
(20) with ‘Married Virgin.’ 


BUILD FOREIGN 
STAR ON RADIO 














| decision that the ceremony was per- | 


|formed with Peggy Fears Blumen- 


j 
| wed 


at the Fulton, | 





Greta Kellar, Viennese singer, im- 
ported by Dwight Wiman for the 
Fourth Little Show, now being pre- 
pared, will be given a _ builder- 
upper campaign via ether. 

Wiman ordered the girl to arrive 
in New York considerably ahead 
of the show’s starting rehearsals! 
with the notion in mind that he 
could make her name mean some- 
thing before the show began. She’s 
understood being lined up for NBC, 
with Wiman paying her salary and 
the radio chain getting her services. 

Probably the first time a legit 
manager has gone to the trouble of 
tying up with radio for purposes of 
building himself actors, 


‘SHOW BOAT’S $17,000 
HALVED BY NEW CUT 


Business for ‘Show Boat’ slipped 
last week at the Casino (renamed 
from the Carroll) and the cast took 
a second salary cut. An unusual 
notice went onto the call board, the 
chorus extending thanks to the 
principals for accepting the slice 
and thereby keeping the show open. 
There is a question whether the 
Ziegfeld revival will continue after 
this week however. 

Principals took a 25% cut sev- 
eral weeks ago. Percentage of the 
second reduction said to be. as 
much, which halves the contracted 
salaries. When the revival opened 
salaries were the same as in the 
original production, though several 
players signed up at an increase. 
Payroll totaled around $17,000. 


Ash Band with Coast 
‘Footlights’ at Mayan 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Pending completion of his project 
to install two-a-day vaude in the 
Hollywood Playhouse, which may or 
may not eventuate, Paul Ash takes 
his band from the RKO Hillstreet 
into the Mayan for ‘Footlights.’ 
Musical revue, produced by Gerhold 
Davis, gets under way Wednesday 
(20). 

Constantine Bakalenikoff will di- 
rect the band. 


Miss McNulty Paying Off 


Dorothy McNulty, who jumped 
her contract with Mrs. Ruth Sel- 
wyn’s ‘Nine O'Clock Revue’ two 
seasons back, is gradually paying 
off $1,350, representing two weeks 
salary, which she was ordered to 
pay by Equity. 
the show and went to the Coast 
with her husband, 

Miss McNulty was last in ‘Hey, 
Nonny, Nonny,’ Her agreement 
with Equity is to pay a percentage 
of her salary weekly. 























‘Counsellor’s’ Return 


‘Counsellor at Law,’ which closed 
Saturday (16), after playing 37 
weeks, will resume for one month 
at the Plymouth, starting Labor 
Day. At that time, Paul Muni 
originally starred in the Elmer Rice 
comedy, will resume and will go on 
jtour with the show. Muni with- 
drew about two months ago to ful- 
| fill a picture contract on the coast. 
|He was replaced by Otto Kruger. | 

‘Counsellor’ was expected to play 
through until Muni's return. The 
shutdown order came after Jenie 
rest. The 
management declined to replace | 
her, } 





She walked out of} 





QUICK WEDDING 


Helen Menken’s Sudden Decision) 
Brings Family Running | 








last | 


Helen 
week to Dr. Henry Smith, in New | 


Menken’s marriage 


Syndicate Theatre Bag Holders 


Balk, Delaying Merger Booking 





York, was the result of such a quick 


Couple were due to 
the week, but Miss'/ 
Menken suddenly decided Tuesday | 
(12) was the day and a hurry call! 
rounded up the family and brought | 
Mayor Walker to officiate. 

It is the second marital adventure 
for both the actress and her hus- 
band, Miss Menken having previ- 
ously been married to Humphrey 


thal’s ring. 


later in 





? 


Zieggy ‘Holding Own 


Hollywood, July 18. 
Flo Ziegfeld was brought in 
from New Mexico sanitarium 
last Friday and is in Cedars 
of Lebanon Hospital under 
eare of Dr. Maurice Kahn. 
His condition is serious 
though not critical, with Zieg- 
feld reported holding his own 
this morning (Mon). 








Bogart, actor. The groom is from 
Texas and a brother of Ben Smith, 
also an actor. 

Couple will reside in New York, 
the honeymoon being deferred, with 
Miss Menken to continue her stage 
career. She will do a play, ‘Saint 
Wench,’ for Miss Fears in the fall. 


First Non-Equity Show 
On B’way in Years; AEA 
Hands Off Unless Hit 


Barring last minute complica- 
tions, the first non-Equity legit 
show attempted on Broadway in 
half a dozen years started at the 
Masque last night. It is a piece 
from the Hungarian called ‘The 
Chameleon.’ Equity has made no 
attempt to stop the show and 
stated there was no intention to do 
so at this time. 

Equity takes the position that it 
will not interfere with non-Equity 
shows before they actually open 
and never has because such pre- 
vious attempts have flopped. If 
‘The Chameleon’ is a hit, Equity is 
expected to take action, such as 
calling on the stage hands who ag 
union men would have no alterna- 
tive but to walk unless the actors 
joined Equity. 

In the meantime Equity welcomes 
the show management’s expendi- 
ture of money for scenery, stage 
hand wages and possibly salaries 
to actors. Understood the players 
in ‘Chameleon’ were recruited from 
dramatic schools, so that none have 
had other than amateur experience. 

Lionel A. Hyman is the producer 
of ‘The Chameleon.’ He figured in 
putting on several minor Broadway 
shows with his brother Jack. Both 
are on Equity’s delinquent man- 
agers list for salary claims. 














Hotel’s Midget Revue 
Set as B’way Musical 


An elaboration of the ‘9 O’Clock 
Revue’ which has since closed at 
the Barbizon Plaza hotel, New York, 
is in preparation by Lyle Andrews 
with rehearsals starting next week 
at Andrews’ Vanderbilt theatre. 
Slated to open around Aug. 15 in 
Boston. 

Gene Lockhart, from the original 
tabloid musical revue, is writing the 
elaborated stuff with Henry Sou- 
vaine added on the score. The 
‘9 O’Clock Revue’ idea will be aban- 
doned. The show was closed at the 
Barbizon-Plaza’s miniature 299- 
seat concert theatre as soon as 
Andrews became _ interested _ in 
taking some of the scenes and 
people from it for an elaborated 
version. Holdover talent includes 
Rita Gould, Vickie Cummings, 
Gluck Sandor-Felicia Sorel ballet, 
Kathleen Lockhart. 

Added are Joe Wagstaff, juvenile 
lead; John Early and John Clark. 

Lou Levenson and Irving Strouse 
are associated with Andrews in the 
revue. 





‘NONA’ CAST COMPLETE 


Casting about completed on Peggy 
Fear’s production of ‘Nona’ by 
Gladys Unger. Lenore Ulric will 
star, with rehearsals to begin about 
Aug. 10. 


With Miss Ulric will be Patricia 





Calvert, Hans Hansen and Millard 
Mitchell. Birk Symon will do the 
staging. 
B. & C. LAY OFF 
Los Angeles, July 18. 
Belasco & Curran have no im- 
mediate production 


and the Fiddle,’ which gets under 
way at the Curran, San Francisco, 
Aug. 1. 


‘Cat’ comes into the Belasco here | for 
Schwab and DeSylva musical to be | 
produced in New York this fall. 


following Ina Claire’s engagement 
in ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 





the 
purchased the American rights to 
‘Du Barry,’ musical current at His 


MRS. LEBLANG 


BUYS 2 PLAYS 


London, July 18. 
Mrs. Joseph Leblang, wife of 
late American showman, has 


Majesty’s and ‘Tell Her the Truth,’ 


musical version of ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ 


current at the Saville. 
Latter piece already has been 


done in the States under the title of 
‘Yes, Yes, Yvette.’ 


‘Du Barry,’ it is announced, will 
open in the fall at the George M. 
Cohan, in New York, owned by the 
Leblang estate, while the other 
piece is to be housed at the Cort, 
New York. 

Both pieces will be produced by 
Morris Green, with Mrs. Leblang 
acting as backer. 





NO CHURCH ON THEATRE 


SITE, BUT GRAND IDEA 


Chicago, July 18. 
A rumor that Christian Scientists 
might take over the Princess the- 
atre and remodel it into a church 
and reading room was apparently 
without foundation and denied on 
both sides by responsible parties, 
However the idea, when broached 
to several legit showmen around the 
loop, was hailed enthusiastically as 
a sweet drea that they hoped 
could or would come true. Impli- 
cation was that the Christian Sci- 
entists, or any other churchly body 
could have their pick of many the- 
atres. 








‘Vanities’ at Manhattan 
Sept. 19; Rent 10% Gross 


The opening of the Manhattan 
theatre which will house Earl Car- 
roll’s productions is set for Sept. 19. 
First attraction will be ‘Vanities,’ 
the 10th edition. Understood the 
revue will have 50% of foreign 
players and material. 

Carroll after being dispossessed 
from the large, ornate theatre which 
bore his name, but which is now 
the Casino, entered into an agree- 
ment with the Manufacturers Trust 
Co. to operate the Manhattan. No 
fixed rent is charged, the bank to 
get 10° of the gross. Bank took 
the house over as holder of the 
first mortgage of $1,200,000 when 
Arthur Hammerstein failed. 

The new ‘Vanities’ is slated to 
play three weeks out of town, start- 
ing at Atlantic City Aug. 29. Last 
season's ‘Vanities’ will take to the 
road in September. 








‘Burlesque’ Revival 


Hal Skelly is plotting a revival 
of ‘Burlesque,’ with himself in the 
leading role again. Intention is to 
rush the production and come into 
New York within a few weeks, pos- 
sibly at the Plymouth. 

Skelly played in the piece in stock 
two weeks ago, with the results so 


good it gave him the New York re- 


vival notion. 


Whiting Is Writing 
Hollywood, July 18. 
completed his work at 





Having 


to follow ‘Cat! Metro, Dick Whiting now hibernat- 
ing with Buddy DeSylva at latter's | 
home in Malibu. 


He is preparing book and music| 
‘Humpty Dumpty,’ the new! 


The new legit single circuit has 
been further delayed and comple- 
tion of the Erlanger-Shubert book- 
ing combination is now dated for 
Aug. 1 or later. There are several 
out of town stands in which the 
theatres to be supplied with shows 
have not beon determined. 

General idea on the producing 
feature of the merger is the forma- 
tion of a producing corporation 
which will operate with a bankroll 
of $500,000. Productions are to be 
financed, the younger group of in- 
dependent producers to be the field 
from which managerial selections 
are to be made. Latter will partici- 
pate under salary and percentage of 
the profits arrangements, It is pro- 
posed to later merge the Production 
Company with the Booking Com- 
pany. 

Phila. Jam 

There is a mix-up over the Phil- 
adelphia booking situation, that 
giving the new circuit heads more 
trouble than any other stand. Both 
Eirlanger’s and the Shuberts hav? 
turned Philly theatres back to the 
mortgagees or owners. It appears 
the latter have not made up their 
rainds to sign the booking agree- 
ments proffered. 

Because of the identity of the the- 
atres to be booked there and in sev- 
eral other points, contracts to tour- 
ing attractions are being made out 
n.erely mentioning the city but not 
the theatre. Some out of town 
stowmen have been making per- 
sistent inquiries as to the titles of 
the new season’s opening shows. In- 
dications are however that the road 
will open late, -vith October figured 
the general debut date, 

There are however four shows 
slated to open on Labor Day out 
of town. The attractions definitely 
set are ‘The Green Pastures’ and 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ at Boston and 
and ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and ‘Another 
Language’ at Chicago. Both latter 
attractions will be road or special 
companies, the original shows be- 
ing expected to continue into the 
new season on Broadway. 

The delay in the functioning of 
the new circuit may set back the 
operation of the Theatre Guild- 
Erianger-Shubert subscription proj- 
ect. While the Guild is slated to 
supply most of the attractions for 
the subscription theatres, other 
shows will be required to fill out 
the schedule, upon which basis out 
of town managers have been selling 
subscription tickets for some time. 

The new circuit will also book all 
such shows in subscription stands, 
but the Guild will select the attrac- 
tions, other than its own, which 
will fill out the schedule. Mentioned 
as getting subscription bookings are 
‘Counsellor at Law’ and ‘Another 
Language.’ A certainty would be 
‘The Animal Kingdom,’ but there is 
some doubt whether that attrac- 
will take to the road. 





‘Best Families’ Reopens | 
Hollywood Playhouse 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Hollywood Playhouse reopens 
July 28 with ‘In the Best of Fam- 
ilies,’ the Russell Medcraft comedy 
that played New York last season. 
George Fairchild, Albany, N. Y., 
stock producer, is presenting. Top 
at $1.50. 

Charles King directing cast con- 
sisting of Victor Donald, Harry 
Hollingsworth, Earl McCarthy, Ly- 
man Williams, Marcia Godfrey, 
William Wagner, Howard Watson, 
Duane Thompson, Virginia Thorn- 
ton, Rose Herbert, George Hibler, 
Betty Mack, Grace Hale, and Bab- 
bette Berr et. 





Forster’s Visa Jam 


R. Halford Forster, Britisher, 
who manages Parish Players at 
Stony Creek playhouse, had a run- 
in with Federal men trailing him 
for overstaying his six-month visit- 
ing period. 

Forster at present is attempting 
to have his visa extended. 


MAREN’S ‘PURPLE LADY’ 











| 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Lew Maren, former RKO theatre 
and studio representative on the 
Coast, has written a play, ‘Purple 
Lady,’ which is under consideration 
for production by the Community 
Playhouse, Pasadena, 

This is Maren’s first. 
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Fanfare’ Folds with $70,000 Loss; 
Joe Cook Out as New Try Planned 


London, July 18. 

John Murray Anderson's revue 
‘Fanfare,’ starring Joe Cook, folded 
Saturday night (16) after a disas- 
trous three week try at the Prince 
Edward. Attempt will be made to 
rezain some part of the $70,000 loss 
by a rehash and attempted new 
staud at another theatre. 

Current idea is to shove the show 
int» the Stoll Alhambra on Aug. 25 
for an attempted run. George Gee 
will replace Joe Cook and several 
ether cast changes will be made for 
purposes of trimming the payroll. 

Varna, Parisian showman, had 
oficred to take the show inriact into 
his Casino de Paris, Par:s, for a 
fortnight, but local management 
found this idea impracticable. 

Cc. B. Cochran's Reinhardt revival 
of ‘The Miracle’ is due to move out 
of the Lyceum next Saturday (23). 


BUY OUT WM. MORRIS’ 
END OF PARIS AGENCY 


Paris, July 9. 

Henry Lartigue and _ Clifford 
Fischer of the Ag2nce Artistique des 
Champs Elysees have bought out 
the William Morris interest in the 
Paris concern, and also Edmond 
Sayag who had an interest in the 
business. 

Cliff Fischer being sick and 
bound to remain away from the of- 
fice for several months, Henry Car- 
son, former independent agent, has 
beon brought into assist Lartigue. 


Du Maurier Was Wrong, 
No Trilby in England 


ieondon, July 18. 

They're still looking round for an 
Iinglish girl suitable for the role of 
*Trilby.’ 

Revival was to have been staged 
at the Winter Garden this July, but 
it will be September before the ad- 
venture is launched in view of the 
heat wave and poor business gen- 


Danes Like Baker 


Copenhagen, July 18. 

Constant heat wave here, with 
theatres almost all empty. Only ex- 
cention is the Josephine Baker 
show, which is cleaning up. 

American colored actress’ troupe 
has been playing here for a fort- 
nigit, with packed houses every 
nitht. Police assistance was neces- 
sary several times to clear the 
crowds. 














Sayag Lets Go 
Paris, July 9. 

The Ambassadeurs, Paris restau- 
ran. held by Edmond Sayag, will be 
turned into a special corporation, 
foilowing latter’s receivership. This 
will be headed by Henry Lartigue, 
head of the William Morris local 
branch, and long associated with R. 
Tio»son, restaurant man, who had 
leased the restaurant part of the 
building from Sayag. 

Sayag’s building stood on city 
ovned ground and permission was 
obtained from the city hall to trans- 
fer the lease to somebody else—but 
it had to be a Frenchman. Hobson 
is English, which explains Lar- 
tisue’s choice to head the corpora- 
tion, 


Legion to Ballerina 


Paris, July 9. 

The Legion of Honor, which be- 
fore the war was practically inac- 
cessible to professionals, is now 
handed to them plentifully. Mlle. 
Antonine Meunier, opera ballerina, 
and Henry Mayor of the Comedie 
Francaise, have both just got it. 

Raquel Meller was awarded a rib- 
bon recently, as well as several 
French actors. 

First femme professional to ob- 
tain it was Sarah Bernhardt, and 
at the time it created rather a scan- 
dal, the order having been long con- 
sidered for men only, 


Fun Sales Top 1931 
Brussels, July §. 

The sum paid in rents for posi- 
tions at the annual fun fair in 
Brussels, which runs for six weeks 
from July 14, totalled $52,170. 

This is the highest amount ever 
reached and beats last year’s record 
by $170, 





Paris Opera Closing 


Causes Disturbance 
Paris, July 8. 


O; era Comique is closed for three 
monihs—partly for rebuilding and 
stil more for financial readjust- 
monts. Personnel was given prac- 
tically no notice, except that closing 
had been intended for some time. 
Many people reported for work on 
the first dark day, causing consid- 
era»‘le disturbances. Management 
is threatened with several lawsuits 
—not only individual—but aiso by 
trade unions. 

It is pointed out that the Opera 
Comigue’s charter permits it to 
close down in such cases, provided 
that the state subsidy—which keeps 
on running—is spent on salaries. 
This would mean only one-third of 
the regular amounts. All personnel 
is considerably disturbed, and the 
government will be appealed to for 
relief. 

Numerous theatres are closing 
down for the summer, including the 
Gymnese, Varietes, Porte Saint- 
Martin, Antoine, Madeleine, Athenee, 
Michodier, Bouffes Parisiens, Come- 
die des Champs Elysees, Studio des 
Champs Elysees, Trianon Lyrique, 
Theatre des Arts, Folies Wagran, 
Daunou, Caumartin, Montparnasse, 
Nouvel - Ambigu, Oceuvre, Petit 


DRURY LANE PLUNGING 


Out For the Biggest of interna- 
national Musical Comedies 








London, July 18. 

The Drury Lane is ready to 
plunge on production, being in the 
market for the biggest of the inter- 
national musical comedies. This 
marks a new chapter in the history 
of the house once devoted to spec- 
tacular melodramas. 

Louis Dreyfus has taken a place 
on the board of directors. 


Bret Harte Story as 


Czech Opera for U. S. 


Prague, July 18. 
Jaromir Weinberger, Czech com- 
poser of ‘Schwanda,’ which opera 
has been done in the United Statos, 
has finished two new musical works 
of special interest to America. 
For a new opera ‘People of Poker 
Flats,” Weinberger has drawn for 
his libretto on one of the books of 
Bret Harte. 
Weinberger also has compleied a 
symphonic composition for solo, 
choir and orchestra ‘Bosnian Rhap- 
sody,’ which will see its premiere 
in Minneapolis in the fall, presented 
by the Minneapolis Symphonic or- 
chestra, 














Guitrys Apart 
Paris, July 9. 
Sacha Guitry and Yvonne Prin- 
temps, his wife and co-star, have 
temporarily parted, actress doing a 
fadeaway. No details are available. 
Guitry'’s theatrical plans for next 





Mende. 


season are expected to be revised. 





London Show World 





London, July 9, 

Jack and Ennis Hylton threw a 
house warming at their new May- 
fair home June 30. Many notables of 
the stage and screen took part in 
the celebration, among them Bobby 
Howes, Nervo and Knox, and 
Naughton and Gold. 


‘Cavalcade’ Adapter 
Revinald Berkeley now on his 
way .0 Hollywood to write the scen- 
ario for Fox's film version of Noel 
Coward's ‘Cavalcade.’ 


400-Year-Old Event Off 
After being a bi-annual event for 
400 years, the government has abol- 
ished the Brentford Fair in Middle- 
sox to the dismay of many old-time 
showmen and performers. 


Price for ‘Party’ 
Metro-Goldwyn said to have paid 
$40,000 for film rights to Ivor No- 
vello’s ‘Party,’ which seems to have 
sctiled down to a steady success at 
the Strand theatre. 














To Revive ‘Domino’ 
Rumors of the revival of “The 
Lilac Domino’ are areund. William 
J. Wilson, who originally did the 
show for J. L. Sachs, is said to be 
going to revive it in the West End 
aiter a provincial try-out. 





Ina Claire for London? 
Ina Claire expected over here in 
August to play in ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ for Gilbert Miller. 


Wales Revue Folds 
Prince of Wales continuous revue 
cloced July 2. Parnell & Zeitlin, 
who were to take over, taiking of 
recuming, but this is unlikely. 





Here’s a Theme! 

J. C. Twiss is a new author re- 
sponsible for ‘Heritage,’ a play deal- 
ing with sterilizing defectives. It 
is a sermon deploring the haphazard 
marriages of the unfit. 





Show is being presented for a 
s»ecial Sunday performance July 24 
by the author in conjunction with 
Bill Noon. Eugenic Society has un- 
dertaken to dispose of seats. 





Midway in London 

The old Haymarket Stores, in 
Ilaymarket, is now a full-fledged 
&musement center, complete with 
z.30 and ‘mermaids from the Red 
Sea. 

They’re now advertising a fasting 
competition for women for $250. A 
similar thing was stopped in an 
Hast coast resort. 


‘Left Bank’ for London 

Mary Grew has been signed to 
play in Elmer Rice’s ‘Left Bank,’ 
which will be produced by several 
Irish business men, with a capital 
of about $20,000. 

Rice, who is at present in Paris, 
will personally supervise the pro- 
duction, Show opens out of town 
around middle of August, but it is 
likely it will eventually be at the St. 
Martin’s, 





Armstrong Before Band 
Louis Armstrong, when he opens 
at the Palladium July 18 for fort- 
night, will be supported by a band 
of 11, all Jack Hylton’s men, and 
j presented under the English maes- 





in getting the Palladium manage- 
ment to reduce its matinee prices by 
20 * cent, applicable to musicians 
only. 





Rose as Film Star 

There is one old timer in London 
who is not concerned about get- 
ting work, and has actually turned 
down several vaudeville bookings. 
He is Julian Rose, The picture peo- 
ple have suddenly discovered him, 
and after playing opposite Gracie 
Fields in one of the Associated 
Radio Pictures, he is now being 
starrcd by British International 
Pictures, from a story by Norman 
Lee and himself. 

Picture is titled ‘Grand Hotel 
Blumberg,’ which was suggested by 
Julian Rose, 





Buick at Pavilion 

Fred Buick, formerly director of 
R. IK. O.’s service and efficiency de- 
pariment, on the Pacific coast divi- 
sion, is here and has been appointed 
in a similar position at the London 
Pavilion, This is a Henry Sherek 
idea. 





Hyamses Building 

Hyams Brothers, the livest pic- 
ture theatre owners around, have 
quietly purchased a plot in Bow 
(district in the East Side), where 
they interd to build a picture house 
seating around 4,000. Such a house 
would immediately have an adverse 
effect on all the picture houses 
around there, 





Lion’s Profits 

British Lion, the Edgar Wallace 
film company, formed to picturize 
the late author’s writings, has just 
issued its fourth annual report, 
showing a profit on the year of 
about $50,000, but will pay no divi- 
dend, 





Variety at Daly’s 

A continuous variety show, di- 
recied by Louis J. Seymour, opens 
a season at Daly’s July 18, the dur- 
ation of which depends. Morris 
Harvey acts as Master of Cere- 
monies, besides doing a turn, and 
the bill will include Billy and Elsa 
Newell, Desmond Jeans and his 


(Continued on page 62) 
Paris Empire Dark 


Paris, July 9. 


Vaude here is suffering its b'ggest 
blow in a long while. The E:npire, 
only Paris big vaude house, is clos- 
ing for three months for alterations. 

When Natan took over from Du- 
frenne and Varna, house was 
rather’ dilapidated. During the 
summer it will be renovated. 


Musical ‘Bird’ Leads 
London, July 138. 
Robert Chisholm and Edith Day 
have been chosen for the leads in 
‘Luana,’ the Lee Ephraim musical 
which is being adapted from ‘The 
Bird of Paradise. 











tro’s direction. 
Hylton has also been instrumental 


Show due around the fall. 





Cochran Readying New 
Noel Coward Musical 


London, July 18. 

Charles Cochran will present the 
new Noel Coward show Aug. 25 in 
Manchester, titled ‘Words and 
Music.’ Coward not only wrote the 
book and composed the music, but 
will stage the whole show, including 
the dance arrangements, 
The piece is a satire on modern 
times, with a cast of 30 principals. 





By Eric Gore 





Sydney, June 26. 

Current business 1s very bright, 
and many hits have been chalked 
up. 

William-Tait have produced six- 
teen operas during the i12-week 
season in Sydney to capacity. Same 
firm has scored seven weeks with 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street.’ Ernest 
Rolis has had a strong winner with 
his revue, ‘Venus, Ltd.,’ with Ella 
Shields and Gus Bluett. ‘Emma’ 
has created a record by playing six 
weeks for the Fullers, and ‘Hell 
Divers, ran up a big gross in three 
weeks. The Carrolls have a smash- 
ing hit with ‘One Hour with You,’ 
with picture expected to run around 
ten weeks, 

An Austraian picture, ‘The Senti- 
mental Bloke,’ has just concluded 
a two weeks’ season in Sydney for 
Greater Union, This is considered 
a great break for a locally-made 
production. 





Upturn Elsewhere 

In Melbourne, ‘Blue Roses’ has 
proven a decided success, and Dame 
Sybil Thorndike opened very well in 
‘Saint Joan.’ Both for W-T. John 
Brownlee is booked in for a series of 
concerts, 

‘Arsene Lupin,’ ‘Hell Divers’ and 
‘One Hour With You’ are outstand- 
ing hits. ‘Tarzan’ looks like a three 
weeks’ run. 





New Regime Helps 

In the State of New South Wales, 
a sane government has been re- 
turned to power. This government 
will work in unison with ail the 
other state governments in an earn- 
est endeavor to overcome the un- 
employment problem, Already a na- 
tion-wide appeal is afoot to find 
work for the many, many thousands 
at present unemployed, and unem- 
ployment is slowly diminishing. 
This effort on behalf of the unem- 
ployed has had an electrical effect 
in the theatrical industry, and re- 
ports continue to come to hand 
from all over the country that busi- 
ness is gradually assuming an up- 
ward trend. In New South Wales 
business, because of faith in the 
new government, has increased at 
least 50% both commercially and 
theatrically, 


British Film Snubbed 
Lord Bledisloe, now governor- 
general of New Zealand, has refused 
to grant his patronage to the pic- 
ture, ‘Rich and Strange’ by British 
International. 
The G. G. declared the film was 
more depressing than any industrial 
crisis, and followed the statement 
up by refusing his patronage. 
‘Rich and Strange’ passed the 
censor after many cuts, but was 
then classed as ‘poor entertain- 
ment.’ 
Story is spicy and tells of hus- 
band and wife, suddenly becoming 
wealthy, deciding to take a world's 
tour. Action on shipboard has wife 
falling in love with another man, 
whilst hubby hotfoots it after a 
phoney princess. 
With very few exceptions, British 
pictures have not been a hot suc- 
cess in Australia, 





Meal Circuit 


The Hague, July 9. 

A new fad in Holland is the cafe- 
teria trip, organized by Heck & Cy., 
which owns a chain of cafeterias in 
Holland and offers breakfast in one 
in Rotterdam, lunch in another 
place whither one goes in a motor- 
bus hired by the firm and 
again at starting place. Meals and 
trip inclusive on one ticket at very 
moderate rate. 

In some of the cafeterias bands 
are playing, but that at Arnhem, 
in East of Holland where no music 
is allowed in cafeterias, cafes or 
hotels between noon and 3 p. m.,, 
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Six Plays in 4 Hours Twice a Day ie 
Jap Legit Scheme to 


Beat Slump 


Tokio, July 2. 

Japanese show business is follow. 
ing the American lead. It is going 
from one-a-day and two-a-day to 
how - many - can-you-squeeze-in-a- 
day. Classical drama, one-a-day 
since the first primordial matinee 
idol stuck on false eyebrows and 
struck a posture, has gone two-a- 
day. Not in the American manner, 
however. Two complete shows. Ac- 
tors give three plays in the after- 
noon and three more at night, but 
the same cast runs through the iot. 
Eight hours of lines. Four of the 
six plays are new ones, too. 

Picture houses have been pull- 
ing the same line. Long programs 
here. Every house runs twin fena- 
tures and throws in a flock of short 
subjects for good measure. Hoga- 
kuza, owned by the Shochiku- 
Paramount chain, tag been the first 
to break away. Now shows one 
feature and seven shorts, with cut 
rates in force. Does three shows 
on week days and four on Sundays, 
which is a tremendous turnover for 
a Japanese house. Most of them 
have a hard time getting in two. 








Strike Stops Merger 

The Consolidated chain went bust 
just about the time that the story 
about it reached Variety. Musa- 
shinokan, one of the houses, tried 
to get into the Shochiku-Paramount 
line-up, where it had been before, 
and S-P would have been glad to 
have it, but the employees staged a 
strike which tied it up for three 
weeks. They knew that S-P would 
fire all the announcers (the boys 
who explain what's happening 
whether explanations are needed or 
not), and can a lot of the super- 
fluous employes, with which most 
Japanese theatres are loaded. They 
won their strike and it looks now as 
if Musashinokan will remain an 
indie, working principally with 
M-G-M, 





Japanese-Made Hit 
Best Japanese talker so far has 
been quite a hit throughout the 
country. Flicker was made by a 
new organization, to be called 
Oriental Pictures when, as and if it 
gets cash backing. Used Yaeko 
Mizutani, foremost legit actress, as 
lead. Including temporary studios 
and getting-started expenses, initial 
venture cost just 60,000 yens for 
10-reeler. Future films are esti- 
mated at 30,000 yens. Divide that 
by about 3.3 and you'll get the cost 
in dollars. Film was being shown 
six weeks after the order for con- 
struction of the temporary studie 
went in. Actual shooting took just 
three weeks. 
Talker was made with Westera 
Electric equipment through an are 
rangement with Paramount, which 
took all responsibility, as licensee. 
A. E. F. McInerny, W-E sound exe 
pert out here, handled the entire 
job and did a swell one. Not @ 
single’ re-take for sound during the 
whole production. 
Some dirt is going-around about 
the picture, now that it’s out of the 
way. Producer Nishimoto, former 
managing-director of NikkKatsu, 
largest movie company here, is un- 
derstood to have obtained his orig- 
inal backing from Photo-Chemical 
Laboratories, the concern which 
supplies most of the home-made 
raw film here and which has been 
responsible for putting out the bulk 
of the bootleg sound recording 
equipment in this country. It’s 
practically all bootleg. Seems that 
this concern put up the cash and 
agreed to let Nishimoto have lights 
and other equipment free of charge 
if the shooting were done on theif 
lot. Okeh. Idea seemed to be that, 
with a lot of W-E equipment lying 
around, they might be able to pick 
up a valuable idea or so for the im- 
provement of their own bootleg 
outfit. McInerny thought so, too. 
He fitted up a sound truck, moni- 
tored from the truck and drove it 
home every night after shooting 
was finished. P-C-L got sore and 
yanked out the lights half-way 
through the shooting, but the pic- 
ture was finished anyhow. 





Revues here going better and 
better, but being copied more and 
more from talkers. June program 
at the Asakusa Shochikuza called 
‘Bella Franca,’ and based on 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ and ‘Love Pa- 
rade.’ This month's offering is ‘Rio 
Rita’ and what isn’t borrowed from 
the American talker will be bor- 
rowed elsewhere. 





Titles For Two Writers 


- Brussels, July 9. 
Maurice Materlinck, the distin- 
guished Belgian poet and critic, is 
to receive the title of Count from 
the King of the Belgians. 
Ruler will also confer the rank of 





hours sacred to siesta and protected | 
‘ish novelist. 


3aron on Cyriel Buysse, the Fleme 
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— In New Plays as Bway Break-In 


Des Moines, Ia., July 18. 
Paul Green, playwright, and La- 
mar Stringfield, North Carolina 
composer, are treading the campus 
of the University of Iowa at Iowa 
collaborating in the produc- 


City, 
tion of Green’s play, ‘Tread the 
Green Grass,’ to have its world 


premier at the university theatre 
this month. 

The dramatic and music depart- 
ments of the university are co-ope- 
rating in the production. Prof. E. 
Cc. Mabie, head of the department 
of dramatic art, is sponsoring a 
series of world premiers of plays 
by American dramatists, and 
through it is getting response from 
playrights, both established and just 
promising. 

Following the initial production 
of Owen Davis’ new play, ‘Harbor 
Light,’ at the university May 17, 
Prof. Mabie is now looking toward 
a ‘season of new plays for the next 
university year, and has hinted the 
midwest may see premiers of plays 
by Maxwell Anderson, Lynn Riggs, 
Sidney Howard, Knowles Entriken 
and Paul Green during the coming 
fall and winter. 

Prof. Mabie says that Lynn Riggs 
will bring his new play ‘Lonesome 
West’ to Iowa, while Maxwell An- 
derson has sent his script of ‘Sea 
Wife’ and Knowles Entriken has 
also submitted ‘A Graceful Genera- 
tion. Final choice of plays by 
George Kelly, Sidney Howard and 
Paul Green has not been made. 

‘It should not be necessary for 
playwrights to stand before the bar 
of metropolitan judgment,’ Prof. 
Mabie says. 

‘Iam not disparaging Broadway. 
The cost of the production of a play 
in New York is too great to permit 
a producer to take a chance with @ 
new playwright or with an unusual 
play by an established writer. 

‘That’s where the community 
theatre or our university group 
comes in. We can put these plays 
on artistically and intelligently. Weé 
can encourage playwrights to write 
honestly and beautifully. The field 
of the small theatre is four-fold, I 
believe. We can reflect the modern 
trend by giving Broadway successes. 
We can encourage the unknown 
playwright and we can produce the 
new work of well known established 
writers.’ 


PROLOG ACT FOR MUSICAL 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Fred Zimbalist and Mildred Ne 
Hamkin, after ten weeks in the 
Chinese prolog, are en route to New 
York for a musical comedy engage- 
ment. 
Booked 
@gency. 





through the Weber 





H’yw’d Music Box Reopening 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Music Box will open August 10 
with ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ French 
farce done in New York some time 
ago. Paul Trebitsch producing, and 
will add a musical score. 

Bernie Grossman, Eddie Ward 
and Dave Silverstein working on 
the songs. 


I’m Telling You 








(Continued from page 47) 


to go ahead and put himself at the 
head of the list of creditors. 





Smart Operator 
Billy Glason swears it’s the truth. 
He bought a portable radio, checked 
in the Edison and phoned the oper- 
ator to find out if they had A. C. or 
D. C. current there. The girl in- 
formed him neither was registered. 





Ostermania 

Fo’give me if column is little short 
this week...we’ve been suffering 
With fallen arches...how we got ’em 
is a question...Possibly, from 
watching Pat Rooney at the Palace 
that week...Yes, we were on the 
bill, remember? Met a dame that 
didn’t like ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
«--Complained there was no plot... 
According to 24-sheets, Hotel Edi- 
£0n looks like only show in town... 
According to the sale you can now 
get the shirt off Nat Lewis’ back 
e«..-Sign on Dyckman St...Yes, Sir, 
your honor, I’m guilty of murder by 


killing my prices!...And so it goes. | made it just a drab Roadway. 





ARE YOU READING? 


Corn Belt College Is Pioneering 


! 
| 





Oakland Nabe, the Gem, 
Becomes Meulin Rouge 


San Francisco, July 18. 

Naborhood Gem in Oakland (now 
the Moulin Rouge) is set for a 
Wednesday night (20) opening of 
stock with Allen E. King, landlord 
and owner of a restaurant chain, 
bankrolling. 

King is leasing om Sid Goldtree 
some of the shows Goldtree staged 
at his upstairs Green Street here. 
First piece is ‘Married Virgin’ with 
Maryon Aye, Hugh Metcalf, Nor- 
man Fields, Rollon Parker, Florence 
Bell and other former Green Street | 
favs, in the cast. 


INA CLAIRE, ALONE IN 
FRISCO, GETS $7,000 


San Francisco, July 18. 


Legit touched bottom last week 
when Ina Claire had the whole 
town to herself with ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ and that not pulling any 
sky-high grosses to the Curran. In 
its second week, with one more to 











go, ‘Reunion’ did around a fair 
$7,000. . 

‘Cat and Fiddle’ is due Aug. 1 
following ‘Reunion,’ with ‘Cynara’ 


dropping anchor at the next-door 
Geary Aug. 8. 

Erlanger’s Columbia still dark. 
Henry Duffy’s Alcazar likewise, ab- 
solutely nothing in view for the 
latter house. ossible that Duffy 
will stay under cover until fall. 





Traherns on No. Shore 
Brooklyn, July 18. 
North Shore, Long Island, villages 
will be visited by the Gladys Tra- 
hern Players this summer. 
Catherine Redfield will direct. 





Just a Roadway . 





(Continued from page 47) 


$2 table d’hote plus a no-couvert, 
undress floor show, is a ghoulish 
reminder of the halcyon days when 
every side street side-door led to 
an upstairs joy cave. Now the off- 
Broadway garages house nothing 
but empty store-rooms above them. 
There is but one couvert spot doing 
business in the Broadway belt, the 
El Garon on West 49th off 7th 
avenue. That’s due to take the cam- 
phor for the summer. 

The swank Montmartre in the 
Winter Garden building is now a 
25c dancehall. There is a penny-a- 
dance mooch joint in the Strand 
theatre building, which reminds 
of Solomon’s penny dance hall in 
Los Angeles where the Pacific 
fleet’s sailors whoop it up when on 
shore leave. The oldest established 
Roseland ballroom is cutting its ad- 
mish with special nights an added 
attractions to offset the influx of 
creep joints. These now include the 
Orpheum, Strand, Trianon, Arcadia, 
Garden, Brown Derby, Bluebird, 
Palace and Honeymoon Gardens, 
not to mention a couple of mongrel 
roll joints in the 50's. 

When Billy Arnold’s Mayfair 
Gardens floor show moved out of 
that spot because of a fire last 
week, Pill Duffy reopened it as a 
gym, with the Italian Olympic box- 
ing team using it for training 
quarters. 

The chowmeineries’ Yellow Peril | 
is no longer perilous. 

Cheap Vittles 


The corner juice stands have cut 
their tariffs to a nickle long ago 
and added hot dogs just to further 
add to that Coney Island aura of 
Broadway. Nickle dogs and jit 
fruit juice were life savers for the 
corners, with the layoffs the best 
customers for the cheap vittles. 

Hostelries have become flop joints 
in many instances, save those who 
are weathering the storm, in hopes. 

Everything is on the cut, includ- 
ing the speakeasy booze. Speaks 
are being knocked over right and 
left, those not feeling the belated 
ire of the law succumbing volun- 
tarily from anemia of patronage. 
Those still in biz can’t stand the 
gaff for the dubious protection. | 

Actors are waiting for television | 


|; ment, 


and eateries for repeal of prohibi- | 
tion. 
July, 1932, saw Ole Debbil Depresh 





putting the ‘bee’ on Broadway and | 





‘Come Home Prosperity, All Is 


Forgiven.’ 
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Shows in Rehearsal 





*‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ (Ballyhoo, 
Inc.), 44th Street. 


‘Varnish’ (Arthur J. Ward), 
Geneva Hall. 

‘Page Pygmalion’ (‘Goddess 
of Love’) (Aim Productions), 
Fulton. 

‘Cynara’ (Shuberts), Shu- 
bert, 

‘Domino’ (W. A. Brady), 


Playhouse. 

‘Thanks a Lot’ (Farnum and 
London), Bryant Hall (chorus 
only). 











Squawkless Angel Drops 
$25,000 Outdoors in 


| 


| 


| than originally scheduled. 





Cleveland Opera Try 





Cleveland, July 19. 


Series of outdoor grand opera, 
angeled in city’s year-old stadium 
by Laurence Higgins, wealthy 
scenic artist, finished in the red to 
the tune of $25,000. Nut was $90,- 
000. Promoter paid off losses with- 
out a squawk. Claimed experiment 
was artistic success and, apparently 
a glutton for punishment, will try 
it again next year. 

Staging operas over Fourth of 
July holidays proved a mistake 
that hurt attendance most, as 
crowds preferred week-end trips to 
operatic arias, despite a high pres- 
sure publicity campaign. Also hit 
by three rainy nights, causing three 
postponements and stretching the 
eight-day opera festival out to 11 
days. Refusal of the angel to issue 
any paper, even kicking about 
passes to critics, resulted in a vest- 
pocket sized house in 20,000-seat 
capacity stadium opening night. 

Biggest gates were drawn by 
‘Carmen,’ with Mary Garden mak- 
ing a comeback in opera, and pre- 
miere of ‘Tom-Tom,’ pageant of 
Negro history, which drew 17,000 
attendance. 

Operas were hippodromed by 
producers, Dr. Ernest Lert and 
Higgins, who designed a _ record- 
sized outdoor stage of 50,000 square 
feet with 10 ramps and waterfalls. 
Elephants, camels and mules were 
borrowed from smalltime circus, 
while over 2,000 performers ap- 
peared in combined operas. 





Mgr. at Pro Rata 


San Francisco, July 18. 


Selby Oppenheimer has been se- 
lected temporary manager of the 
new War Memorial Opera House, 
effective until November 1, at pro 
rata of an annual salary of $8,000. 
It’s quite possible he may not con- 
tinue in the job after Nov. 1 but 
will return to his concert booking 
field. 

The 3,500 seats will sell at 15% 
less than last year’s, with exemp- 
tion from federal tax granted by 
the government, 





BOEHM’S NEW PLAY 
Holiywood, July 18. 
Arthur Hopkins will produce 
David Boehm’s ‘Love Life of Tiffy’ 
in New York this fall. He optioned 
it about eight months ago. 
Boehm just placed under contract 


| to write scenarios for Warners. 


} 


Broadway Near Four-Show Basis, 


Absence of Visitors Hurts B. 0. 





Hartman Stock Ends 


Columbus, July 18. 

Co-op stock at the Hartman the- 
atre here folds at the end of this 
week following the presentation o 
‘Bodies by Fisher. 

Company presented by Har 
Schwartz and directed by William 
Cc. Walsh remained six weeks longer 


This week’s attraction is a world 
premiere of the play written by 
Victor Jory and Ralph Freud and 
doctored by George Kaufman. Play 
and company open on coast next 
month and hit New York in Novem- 
ber. 


$80,000 IN FIVE WEEKS 
FOR ‘PASTURES’, FRISCO 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Easing out of town with over 
$80,000, garnered in five weeks at 
the Biltmore, ‘Green Pastures’ 
copped $13,500 for its final stanza 
and the distinction of being the 
second highest local legit grosser 
for the year. 

Current week rates two musical 
openings, ‘Rose of Flanders,’ after 
a weck’s postponement, at the Ma- 
son July 19, and ‘Footlites’ the fol- 
lowing night at the Mayan. Sole 
dramatic unveiling is ‘Wind’s Will,’ 
new play by A. E. Wood, playing 
the week at the sure-seater Egan. 

Last week's play at that house 
was ‘Blood Stains,’ another new one 
that just scraped by. ‘Conflict’ at 
the slightly larger Orange Grove 
looks like one of those things, get- 
ting less than $500 for its first 
week, which started Wednesday. 

Strong sale for ‘Hullabaloo’ at the 








e | are no 


Broadway's legit list totals seven 
this week. That is a 
new but it is possible that 
|} three shows in the meagre group 
will drop out by Saturday. There 
premieres slated for next 
week nor, in fact, until August and 





|} attractions 
low, 


ry | it looks like there will not be more 


than four attractions on the boards. 

Actually there are but two shows 
making money—‘Of Thee I Sing’ and 
‘Another Language.’ The others are 
either on a sharing basis or have 
cut salaries to such a point that 
if there is a profit, it is phoney 
black. No rent charged at this time 
and several houses are known to be 
operating just to keep the employees 
on the job. It is the July going 
predicted some time ago. 

Dearth of Visitors 

While the amusement list has 
ebbed to an unprecedented level for 
modern times, it is surprising that 
any shows can operate to a profit. 
There are no conventions, other 
than small groups, in New York this 
summer. A couple of hotels wel- 
comed foreign Olympic teams last 
week and regarded that as an un- 
expected break. 

High temperatures singed the 
grosses and that resulted in an- 
other salary cut for ‘Show Boat.’ 
Reported the revival is doubtful of 
going beyond this week. Saturday 
saw the withdrawal of ‘Counsellor 
at Law,’ Plymouth, and ‘The Web,’ 
Morosco. There are three shows 
on 45th street, however, ‘The Cham- 
eleon,’ having opened Monday at the 
Masque. 

Greenwich Village boasts an open- 
ing next week, ‘The Devil's Little 
Game’ being slated for the Province- 
town, where ‘The Lingering Past’ 
suddenly expired last week. On 
Broadway the Central which had 
stock burlesque and then a sex 





El Capitan resulted in one of the 
best weeks house has had for sev- 
eral months. 


Estimates for Last Week 


tryout netted $150 for six days. 
Breaking even. This week ‘Wind’s 
Will,’ another new one at the pre- 
vailing 40c top. 

‘Confiict,’ Orange Grove (D-723; 
$1.10) (1st week). Serious play 
about depression fares just that 
way and lucky to hit $500 for the 
first five days. 

‘Hullabaloo,’ El Capitan (R-1,571, 
$1.65) (1st week). Intimate revue 
transplanted from Pasadena Com: 
munity theatre. Rang bell for close 
to $8,000. Profit for honse. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Biltmore (D- 
1,656; $3.30) (5th, final week). Fair 
enough business for the windup; 
saw $13,500 in the till. 





Municipal Grosses Steam 
Talk of Second Venture 


St. Louis, July 18. 
Success of St. Louis’ Municipal 
operetta season, with grosses hit- 
ting as high as $60,000 weekly, has 
steamed up a project to install dra- 
matic stock at the Garden, another 
outdoor amphitheatre here which 








has been elosed for years. 
The Garden formerly operated 
with musicals also. 

















Inside Stuff—Lesit 





‘Atlas’ Francis X. Hope was decorated down at Great Neck, where 


he was made honorary 


life member of the volunteer 
That was recognition for having stuck to the corps for 10 years. 
| He got a nice little gold medal in a leather folder, the kind honorary 


fire depart- 


deputy sheriffs tote, to the disgust of all cops. 
When Hope is not waiting for fires he is on Broadway, as general 


manager for Elmer Rice who had ‘Counsellor at Law’ and ‘Left 


last season, 


3ank’ 





Sort of combo musical-revue is the idea back of ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ 


the Larry-Schwab-Buddy de Sylva show. 


It’s mostly back stage stuff 


and is described by the producers as a musical comedy about a revue. 


Present program is to open it in Pittsburgh Sept. 12, coming into New 
York two weeks later, with Lou Holtz and Ethel Merman starring. No- 
tion is that the set up will allow for introduction of some revue numbers, } 
| thereby widening the scope of the piece, 





Some title conflict on ‘The Party.’ Group Theatre 
| play by that title written by Dawn Powell, and a first play. 

Same title was used past season in London on a play by Ivor Novello. 
stage rights to the Novello play and 


William A. Brady owns the U. S. 


wants to bring it into New York later in the season, 
| pictures, 





William A. Brady wanted his daughter Alice to play the femme lead in 


‘Domino,’ his French importation. 


has announced a 


Metro has it for 





Alice turned it down because the 


| most important part is the male lead, to be handled by Rod La Roque. | 


Now Brady has Katherine Alexander for the part and expects it to be} 


the first play of the new season. 


Grace George (Mrs. Brady) adapted it. 


‘Blood Stains,’ Egan (CD-223; 
40) (1st and only week). Murder 
mystery getting a little theatre ; 


‘| Saturday; 


show, now offers a colored floor 
show from Connie's hin. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (13th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Profitable 
among spare group of shows re- 
maining; approximated $9,000 last 
wviek; good in face of torrid 
weather, 


‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (8th week) (C- 
1,043-$3.30). Operating with play- 
ers on percentage; last week about 
$4,000; house gets by with no rent 
charged. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (41st 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Also a shar- 
ing proposition; dipped to $11,000; 
that meant even break; continuance 
doubtful. 


‘Counsellor - at - Law,’, Plymouth, 
Closed last Saturday after playing 
37 weeks; one @f season’s standouts 
due to reopen in September; about 
$5,000 lately. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (30th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Seat sale 
extends to September; heat had 
some effect, but last week slightly 
down at $22,000. 


‘The Chameleon,’ Masque (ist 
week) (CD-700-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependently (Lionel A. Hyman); 
adapted by Ben Heinrich from Hun- 
garian of Adam Gostony; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Web,’ Morosco. ‘ Closed last 
played three weeks to 
protect picture rights, 


Other Attractions 


‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll); re- 
vival; players took second 25% cut 
after attendance dip; about $25,000 
last week; may fold. ‘That’s Grati- 
tude,’ Waldorf; revival. 

Connie’s Inn Revue,’ Central; col- 
ored show from Harlem. 

‘The Lingering Past,’ Province- 
town; closed suddenly; ‘The Devil's 
Little Game’ due in next week. 








Tent Trade Spotty 


Chicago, July 18. 
About 40 dramatic tent shows are 
trouping this summer in the middle 


west. Invariable admission scale is 
25 cents, Business is fair but 
spotty. 


Royalty on plays is now pretty 
well standardized at $25 weekly. 
This compared with the former $50. 








Engagements 


Lulu McConnell for ‘Ballyhoo of 
1932.’ 

Janet Reade in ‘Folies Bergere.’ 

June Knights with ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ (Schwab & Mande!). 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Saul Abrahams has become g. m. 
for the Phil Baler musical. 

Warren O'Hara has _ replaced 
Benny Stein as ». m. for Billy Rose, 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 
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Oh, Those Hair! 

Portraying old age on the screen 
is simple for an actress who can 
master as many coiffeurs as Wynne 
Gibson does in ‘Lady and Gent.’ 
Four styles take her from hey-hey 
youth on Broadway to middle-aged 
resignation in a jerkwater town. 

Each haircomb speaks for itself. 
One deep wave, sweeping off the 
brow and surrounded by a happy 
cluster of ringlets, says that Miss 
Wynne is a gay girl, a night club 
hostess and pretty nearly the toast 
of the town. That phase lasts long 
enough to show how exceedingly 
becoming it is, the while Miss Gib- 
son over-emphasizes the ways and 
talk along Broadway 


Reformation comes suddenly. One 
moment Miss Gibson shakes rebel- 
lious curls at the thought of giv- 
ing up her career to watch over an 
orphaned child; the next, she bends 
over the kitchen sink and reluc- 
tantly dries the dinner dishes. Peni- 
tence comes in a pash that is long 
enough to perfect a new hair ar- 
rangement. A shift of scene and, 
lo, ringlets have opened into soft, 
conventional wav’es, neatly ordered. 
That’s the beginning of the new 
heroine. 


A few years later Miss Gibson is 
found berding over an _ ironing 
board, waves dampened by the heat, 
ends efficiently caught in a simple 
roll. A few years more of iron- 
ing and planning to return to 
Broadway, and the hair had gone 
quite straight, silver strands sewn 
neatly ’mong the gold. Paramount 
should have called its feature, ‘How 
Peace Came to Wynne Gibson’s 
Coiffure.’ 





Una, Anna May and Armida 


Dixie, China and Machicho are 
represented i the Capitol’s parade 
of Hollywood stars. 


From the South, down dar where 
accents are sugary and ingenues 
naively dumb, comes Una Merkel, 
s0 good humored, so blissfully. dull, 
so willing to be on the receiving 


lists 





fend of a joke, that the audience en- 
immediately on her side. 
Her first costume is a surprise to 
fanettes who have never considered 
Miss Merkel fashion-conscious. It 
has a sleek line ane a smart sports- 
shop look about its plum color frock 
combined with a waist-length jacket 
and tilted hat in matching suede. 
Pale beige eccessories for this. A 
soft white mousseline, set-in girdle 
of turquoise and cape edged with 
self-ruffles, is sweet and more de- 
scriptive of addle-pated reactions. 


Anna May Wong doesn’t invite 
criticism of her material. She's 
sure that it’s good and finally makes 
the audience think so. Poised, 
graceful, not afraid to take her time, 
she crashes through on the strength 
of glittering costumes and confident 
personality. 

Armida isn’t quite sure if she 
wants to be an out-and-out prima 
donna, a beguiling soubrette or a 
devastating cut-up. She tries her 
hand at all three and leaves the 
audience happy but wondering. 





Those Ex-Nite Club Housewives 

‘The Purchase Price’ enters as the 
second film of the week to testify 
that cabaret singers can, when 
they’re put to the test, become 
model housewives. 

Wynne Gibson took up domestic 
science out of tenderness for an or- 
phaned child. Barbara Stanwyck 
goes homebody for love of a stal- 
wart North Dakota farmer. Both 
transformations are the miracles 
that pictures perform in the flash 
of a camera eye. 

Nobody instructs Miss Stanwyck, 
but she builds fires, scrubs floors, 
airs mattresses and bakes bread 
with decisive awareness of her new 
routine. She’s a clever girl to adapt 
herself so speedily—her, that used 
to wear sequins, sing for her supper 
and soil her hands only with cold 
cream and grease paint. 

When she has spruced up her own 
and neighboring cabins, Miss Stan- 
wyck becomes an experienced farm- 


(Continued on page 61) 
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LAURENCE SCHWAB and B .G. DeSYLVA 


Wish to engage for their new musical comedy 


“HUMPTY 
DUMPTY™ 


24 Young! Pretty! Graceful! 


DANCING GIRLS 


PREVIOUS STAGE EXPERIENCE NOT NECESSARY 


ar 


Also 2 Quartets of Personable Men 
Singers who can play small parts 


a oe 


Rehearsals commence early in August 
Apply week days between 3 and 4 p. m. 


a a 


234 West 44th 


NEW 


Street— 9th Floor 
YORK 











out of the proposition. 


ment. 


PLAYERS; FIND IT LARK 


Reading Pa., July 18. 

Charged with neglecting to pay a 
bill for board and lodging at the 
Crystal hotel in Tamaqua, 19 mem- 
bers of Les Caulfield’s ‘Manhattan 
Scandals’ Co. playing the Victoria 
theatre, Mahanoy City, were ar- 
rested Saturday night. 

Excepting one, able to pay his 
score, they were taken to the 
Schuylkill county jail at Pottsville. 
Six women and 12 men were held 
in $500 bail each, pending an ex- 
pected settlement. 

Three state troopers, with chief 

of police Nelson Hughes, of Tama- 
qua, made the arrests immediately 
after the last show. 
Ben Titus, justice of the peace, 
gave the 19 players a hearing that 
resembled a burlesque, the defend- 
ants enjoying the proceedings. Re- 
ports from the jail said some of 
them staged an impromptu enter- 
tainment there yesterday (17) and 
that the old jail is having the time 
of its life. 


BURLESQUE REVIEW 
CONNIE’S INN REVUE 


(CENTRAL, NEW YORK) 


Neither Connie Immerman, who 
brought his floor troupe down from 








Harlem for this four-a-day Broad- 


way date, nor the Minskys, who run 
the Central, figure on getting a lot 
That ought 
to soften the blow. The booking is 
for five weeks, with the show in on 


a salary basis. 


For the Central this colored revue 
is a sort of stopgap for the Minskys 
between burlesque seasons. The 
house goes Columbia wheel in the 
fall. Preceding Connie’s troupe for 
a couple of weeks was a sex lecture. 


The sex lecture couldn’t follow 
Minskys’ last season’s stock bur- 
lesque, 


If the Minskys want to maintain 
their rep for entertaining that not 
so hefty burlesque clientele, they 
had better keep their regular cus- 
tomers away from the theatre dur- 
ing the Connie’s Inn Revue engage- 
Off on a desert isle or all by 
itself in any city, the colored layout 
couldn’t knock on a door. But it 
has those Minsky burley stocks for 
comparison. 


One torrid grind number and two 
or three tableaux in which a brace 
of dusky ladies pose nudely in the 
background should _ satisfy the 
Minsky regulars, if any. Otherwise 
they'll see mostly dancing of the 
buck and wing type. There’s no 
unwelcome comedy pace-changing 
between the more desired strip 
humbers in this one. There aren’t 
any strip numbers of the burlesque 
type in the first place, and comedy 
only once and briefly. Hamtree 
Harrington and.Cora Green do it to- 
ward the finish. 


Except for rearrangement the 
show here duplicates the nightly 
performance up at Connie’s Inn. 
Besides the troupe, the cafe orches- 
tra is downtown also. A micro- 
phone arrangement permits invis- 
ible m.c’ing. 


Two sets of similar boy hoofing 
combinations, Four Bon Bons and 
Three Little Words, are on often. 
Paul Meres does a conception of 
‘Frankenstein’ in a_i well-staged 
adagio that’s heavily billed and pre- 
— under the finale as the blow- 
off. 


Snakehips Tucker, working with 
a girl out of the line for his novelty 
wriggling, and Jazzlips Richardson, 
killing them early and then killing 
himself with unwanted encores, as 
usual, are the two standard singles, 
each with his own specialty spot. 
Willie Jackson is the first comic. 
He doubles with Cora Green out in 
‘one’ with a hot lyric whose prob- 
able title is ‘Bad Fiddlin’ Papa.’ It’s 
a worthy successor to ‘Pool Room 
Papa,’ since it offers as many open- 
ings for double entendre. Every 
line can be taken at least two ways, 
and some of them three ways. A 
rather lunky audience at the per- 
formance caught didn’t seem _ to: 
know what was going on. Either 
they interpreted the song in the 
clean and unfunny way, or they 
were catching up on some needed 
slumber, 

The big grind falls 
ber, two sets of girls, each with a 
soubret leader, stage a hip battle 
that’s refereed by Willie Jackson. 
Willie doesn’t get much attention. 
One of the leaders and the meanest 
coocher of the lot is Baby Cox, re- 
membered from ‘Hot Chocolate,’ 
who is no baby any more. She’s on 
earlier for an s. and d. 

Troupe comprises 16 girls, three 
or four soubrets and the specialty 
principals. They’re doing six shows 
daily, four here and two at night 
uptown. What they do with their 
spare time is their own business. 

Costumes and production excel- 
lent for a colored entertainment. 
Leonard Harper was the stager. 


in one num- 











Bige. 





HULABALOO 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Henry Duffy presents revised and recast 
version of an intimate revue, originally 
staged and presented at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse. Staged and dances 
arranged by Harold Hecht. Book by Paul 
Gerard Smith; music by Ralph Rainger; 
ballet by Collenette, 

Cast: John Sheehan, Thomas Carrahan, 
Gordon Wood, Al Kvale, Crickett Caukin, 
Virginia Barnett, Teddy Hart, Ralph Neff, 


James Sargent, Leonard Strong, Suther- 
land Boys, Josephine Bernhardt, Clayton 
Romler, Leonard Sillman, Sterling Hollo- 


way, Phyllis Du Barry, Sylvia Picker, Milla 


Sonde, Carmen de Lara, Jack Harling, 
Jerre, Lucille Ryman, John Newmeyer, 
Ivan L. Collins. - Collenette ballet of 14, 


and eight specialty girls. At the El Capi- 


tan July 10. $1.50 top. 





With most of the amateur talent 
eliminated, Henry Duffy has brought 
in this offering to fill a booking gap 
at his local house. Just a few of 
the main principals, including Ster- 
ling Holloway, Phyllis Du Barry 
and Leonard Sillman, remain. 
Added to them are Al. Kvale, pic- 
ture house m.c., in like capacity 
with the revue; John Sheehan, Gor- 
don Wood, Virginia Barnett, Suth- 
erland Boys, Sylvia Picker, Milla 
Sonde. 

Revue still smacks of careless- 
ness, Dialog is over-talky and 
rather slipshod in texture. But it 
has enough entertaining qualities to 
make it passable locally, especially 
when no competition stands in its 
way 

Tot of the Pasadena rough edges 
have been either polished off or 
eliminated, with the skits, due to 
experienced players, going more 
smoothly than before. Holloway, of 
course, is outstanding factor of the 
entertainment, but is not seen 
enough to keep the laugh rhythm 
in motion throughout. Sheehan, an 
old trouper, serves in good stead as 
all around character delineator. Al. 
Kvale, rather picture housey in 
manner of werk, does not seem to 
have the revue angle of selling what 
he has to offer. Just wears his 
dress clothes nicely. Sylvia Picker, 
who works with him as ‘dumb dame’ 
foil, had no trouble whatever taking 
the gags and punch lines away from 
him. She is a natural comedienne, 
who times her points to best ad- 
vantage. Leads a couple of num- 
bers and gets them over in magnifi- 
cent style. Milla Sonde, given a 
couple of torch numbers a la Helen 
Morgan, was handicapped opening 
night by sore throat, so her inci- 
dental business registered better 
with the audience than did her 
voice, 

Leonard Sillman, who comes from 
eastern vaude, had a couple of char- 
acter numbers that tore things wide 
open, Audience went for them 
without showing resistance and 
craved for more. 

Collenette ballet equal to any that 
Mme. Rasch has shown out this 
way. Numbers are done in show- 
manlike style from entertainment 
standpoint, with the ‘March Mili- 
taire’ and Old-Fashioned Theatre 
ensemble being outstanding color 
for the revue. 

‘Author, Author,’ and ‘Radio,’ new 
skits, though rather rough and un- 
derplayed, are good material for 
any revue. 

Phyllis Du Barry, ingenue, is 
most promising in her endeavor. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ which was panic of 
the show in Pasadena, was again 
the outstanding skit of the two- 
hour entertainment. 

Los Angeles having supported the 
Harry Carroll and Will Morrissey 
type of revue, may be highly re- 
ceptive to this one, which, judged 
on a $1.50 selling price, is a good 
buy. Ung. 


Plain Man and His Wife 


Pasadena, July 12. 

Premiere of a comedy by Sophie Kerr. 
By arrangement with Harry Cort, through 
the International Play company of New 
York. Taken from ‘A Plain Man,’ ‘Satur- 
day Evening Post’ story by Miss Kerr, with 
program acknowledgment to Anna Steese 
Richardson for aid in dramatizing. Di- 
rected by Gilmor Brown; Leonore Shane- 
wise, associate director. Starring Louise 
Dresser, with Ralph Freur, Jimmy Butler, 
Max Millikan, Mrs. James Hawks, Flobelle 
Fairbanks, John Hallam, Phyllis Wilson, 
Lou M. Roberts, Kathryn Regers, L. A. 
LaVoie, Margaret R. Clark and Samuel 8. 
Hinds. At the Pasadena Community Play- 
house, July 12, $1 tep. 








This comedy-drama of a domi- 
neering, crabby father, who has 
ruled the roost for the 20 years of 
his married life, has an excellent 
Broadway chance, and a better pic- 
ture future. Story is built for audi- 
ence sympathy and the eventual ex- 
pression of what the patron wants 
to happen. 

Tightening up of the second act 
climax would result in a clean-cut 
script throughout. Understanding 
is that following this tryout, Harry 
Cort will do ‘Plain Man’ in New 
York this fall. 

Story concerns Herbert Kalness, 
self-made manufacturer, who in- 
sists that his family keep within the 
bounds of plain living that has 
ruled his own life. When his daugh- 
ter falls in love and his son wants 
to become an engineer, both con- 
trary to his wishes, he tries to force 
them to his will. Arrival of pros- 
pective bridegroom and his parents 





is a signal for Kalness to insult 


them. Character of the father is 
overdrawn in this scene. It’s a spot 
that needs toning down rather than 
rewriting. 

A swell finale, wherein father gets 
paid back in his own medicine, had 
the players losing half the lines in 
the laughs. Solid windup. 

Show moves with pace and plenty 
of hilarity. Characters well drawn 
and true. Louise Dresser, im the top 
spot, had to share honors. with 
Ralph Freud, who is almost a Pasa- 
dena institution by now. Latter, as 
the crusty husband, finds his best 
role since joining the Playhouse 
ranks. Aside from line-groping and 
uneasiness in the first 15 minutes, 
Miss Dresser did well as the sym- 
pathy-winning wife. Flobelle Fair- 
banks, niece of Douglas, did a neat 
job as the daughter, as did also 
Jimmy Butler as the kid son. Max 
Millikan, son of the scientist, Dr. 
Robert Millikan, the elder son, and 
John Hallam, as the suitor, were 
okay. Mrs. James Hawks registered 
as a garrulous laundrywoman. 

Direction smooth for a first per- 
formance, and play looks better 
than ‘Skidding,’ another domestic 
drama that hopped from here to 
Broadway. Single set captures the 
spirit of the script. 


OPPOSISH BY BROTHER 
ABE FOR THE MINSKYS 


There is. split in theranks of the 
Minsky family of which there were 
four, all going in for stock bur- 
lesque. The late Billy Minsky was 
regarded as the showman of the 
quartet, the others being Herbert, 
Martin and Abe. The latter is now 
on his own and has leased the 
Gaiety theatre, New York, for bur- 
ley, as opposition to his brothers’ 
Republic and Central. 

From present indications Times 
Square will have four burlesque 
shows operating in the fall—Re- 
public, Eltinge, Gaiety and Central. 
Formerly one burley show exhibited 
on Broadway, that being the Colum- 
bia with its wheel shows. Spot ts 
the present site of the Mayfair. 

Union trouble brewed at the 
Gaiety last week when painters 
were pulled off the sign job on the 
large house board covering the 
windows of the office building. 
They were union men, but it was 
claimed the entrance banners were 
non-union jobs. 


Curley Burns Heads Tab 


Akron, O., July. 18. 

Curley Burns, for several years in 
vaudeyille, returns to tabs, opening 
at Civic Playhouse July 16. Come- 
pany rehearsed here with personnel 
of 40. 

Burns for years headed the Burns 
and Padden show ‘Cute Little Devils.’ 
Civic Playhouse, formerly the Grand, 
home of burlesque for two years, 
has been dark since the sudden 
closing of the Civic Playhouse 
Players. 























What Jack Dempsey 
Thinks of Annuities 


As quoted from the Tulsa 


‘Daily World’: 


‘| haven’t got a whole lot of 
money, but I’ll never be broke. 
When I first started making big 
money | bought an annuity, and 
that will always keep me.’ 


For Further Particulars See 


JOHN J 


KEMP 


Insurance 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 











VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 


THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 
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Elinor’s Latest 

After several years of typo- 
graphical silence Elinor Glyn erupts 
with a mixture of a Hungarian 
guide book, esoteric novel and a 
few peeves at the League of Na- 
tions for being so unfair to Hun- 
gary in its post-war partition. The 
novel, ‘Love’s Hour’ (Macaulay), is 
dedicated ‘to my kind Hungarian 
friends who helped me to know 
something of their enchanting 
country.’ Novel grows tiresome 
quickly, nor is it greatly helped 
by the purely fictional side. 

It’s the story of Aspasia, an 
English widow of exacting tastes, 
who is told by a diplomatic friend 
that only in Hungary can she find 
the high types of civilization she 
eraves after being bored by the 
uncouth English. She visits an old 
schoolmate and meets’  Kohary 
Aladar, who is a man after Mrs. 
Glyn’s own heart. He fights shy 
of Aspasia because he feels that 
she can put the Indian sign on him, 
and there is a lot of fcerced sug- 
gestion that he is going to pay for 
past misdeeds in other lives by 
penace in this. But in the end the 
payment is made through the loss 
family relic, he 
spends the night with Aspasia and 
in the morning generously an- 
nounces that she can marry him. 

This is so poor it is irritating. 


Muddled Lives 

Hilda Mauck, whose first novel 
comes from Claude Kendall, has the 
courage to work to what many 
readers will feel to be an unhappy 
ending in ‘Wings of Hope.’ 

Patterning somewhat after Willa 
Cather, she tells the story of mid- 
western people in a simple, home- 
ly fashion, but not without a cer- 
tain appeal. Her heroine, Allison 
Winter, the daughter of a small 
town couple, turns down the town’s 
plutocrat the day before the wed- 
ding and goes to Kansas City. Here 
she finds employment and mar- 
ries Jimmy Todd, a cocky young 
salesman, unstable, unreliable but, 
of course, with a heart of gold. 
Jimmy makes many blunders and 
Miss Mauck works the reader into 
a state of mind in which he wel- 
comes the apparent approach of a 
divorce and remarriage to the de- 
serted plutocrat. 

Then the girl clings to her Jimmy 
and the book is closed with the 
feeling that she’s a fool who de- 
serves her fate. This doesn’t hap- 
pen to be what the author is aim- 
ing at. She is seeking to prove 
that love excuses even such as 
Jimmy, with a sidelight on the wo- 
man in business who stays in 
business because she marries a 
man who cannot support her. 








Crusaders Side Line 

Group of scribblers with radical 
leanings, who by means of lectures, 
social affairs and other activities, 
are agitating for the release of 
the colored youths indicted in the 
famous Scottsboro case, have turned 
publishers as an additional means 
of furthering these activities. 

The group has gathered four 
poems and a play in verse, all by 
Langston Hughes, which it has 
published under the title of ‘Scotts- 
boro Limited.’ The publishing im- 
print is that of the Golden Stair 
Press, with publication offices in the 
Greenwich Village home of one of 
the sponsors. 

‘Scottsboro Limited’ is in paper 
covers, to sell at half a buck, but 
there will also be a limited signed 
edition priced at $7.50 a copy. The 
entire proceeds will go towards the 
attempted release of the Scottsboro 
figures. 

Planned to publish other writings 
and lectures on the Scottsboro af- 
fair, with all the money devoted to 
aiding the cause. 


Team Work 
Announcement of the Authors’ 
Service Agency, with address given 
as Struthers, Ohio, has a sidelight. 
Runs that organization’s state- 
ment: ‘Beginning Sept. 1, 1932, the 
Digest Publishing Co., of Struthers, 
Ohio, will resume publication of the 
Youth’s Digest under a new edi- 





torial policy. To avoid being 
swamped with mss., stories will 
not be purchased direct from au- 


thors—but from the Authors’ Serv- 
ice Agency.’ 

This literary specialist then goes 
on to quote the usual manuscript 
criticism and revision rates. 

Will be noted that the address 
of the mag is the same as that 
of the literary specialist. 





Chi ‘News’ Paying Divs 
Chicago 


depression. 


this type of advertising has in- 





‘Daily News’ appears to | 
be most successful in weathering the | 
‘News’ has traditionally 
been a medium for foodstuffs and | 
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creased rather than lessened through 
the last two years. 

After passing one dividend on its 
preferred stock the ‘News’ has not 
only resumed dividends on the pre- 
ferred, but is paying on the common 
stock for the first time. Paper has 
been considerably livened up since 
Colonel Knox took charge. Notably 
the women’s pages and society col- 
umns have been strengthened. 

Two Hearst papers, morning ‘Ex- 
aminer’ and evening ‘American,’ are 
sharing one art department. 


Se 





Customs Vagaries 


Peculiar system existing as re- 
gards books brought in from abroad 
and published here, brought to light 
by the successful action of G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons in getting the Dr. 
Marie C. Stopes sex book, ‘Endur- 
ing Passion,’ cleared through the 
Customs House. 

The book, originating in England, 
had been refused entry here for 
years, much as the same author's 
‘Married Love. Ground on which 
importation was refused was that it 
was ‘obscene.’ 

But there was nothing to prevent 
Putnam from either publishing or 
selling either or both of the books 
here, which was done, and the two 
books have been on the Putnam list 
for some time. 

Recently, as a matter of principle, 
Putnam went to court on ‘Married 
Love,’ and got a Customs House 
clearance. Successful in that, the 
publishing house got to work on 
‘Enduring Passion,’ and that book 
can now go through the Customs 
House, too. 

It’s a commentary on the confiict- 
ing censorship regulations here. 





Mrs. Roosevelt as Editor 


First new Macfadden mag in some 
time will be one for young mothers 
to make its initial appearance next 
October, bearing the title, ‘Babies; 
Just Babies.’ 

Prime interest attached to the 
forthcoming publication is that it 
will be edited by Mrs. Frankin D. 
Roosevelt, wife of the Democratic 
nominee for President, with her 
daughter, Mrs. Curtis B. Dall, as 
associate editor. Mrs, Roosevelt, an 
educator and welfare worker among 
the young, is already at work on the 
mag project at the Macfadden pub- 
lication plant on upper Broadway. 
In addition to serving in a super- 
visory capacity, she’s already writ- 
ten a piece for the first issue which 
will carry her by-line. 

‘Babies; Just Babies,’ will deal 
with babies up to five. ‘The mag 
will contain a small amount of fic- 
tion in addition to various articles 
on child care. 


Quits O. Henry Award Body 


Desire to concentrate on a biog 
she is writing has caused Dr. 
Blanche Colton Williams to resign 
as chairman of the O. Henry Me- 
morial Award committee after 14 
years. 

Work of the committee is to se- 
lect those American short stories 
of the year done in the best man- 
ner of O. Henry. There are mone- 
tary awards, and ‘he selections pub- 
lished in book form by Doubleday, 
Doran. The book appears every 
fall. 











Stories of Stage Hits 

James J. Geller, the William 
Morris agency’s literati. contact, 
will probably take his ‘Grandfather’s 
Follies’ away from the Mohawk 
Press and give it to John Day. Gel- 
ler has already read proof on Mo- 
hawk’'s int@hded publication of his 
book, but because of certain hitches 
it may be shifted to another pub- 
lishing house. John Held, Jr., illus- 
trated it with wood cuts and Jed 
Harris wrote an introduction. 

It deals with the stories behind 
the old-time plays just as Geller’s 
last book, ‘Famous Songs and Their 
Stories’ told of the story behind the 
song hit. 





Crooker’s Book 


Herbert Crooker, who chases mo- 
tion picture publicity when he is 


not writing novels, has had his 
third novel published, ‘The Sweet 
Cheat.’ Like the others it is a 


mystery story but not quite falling 
into that class since the narrative 
takes precedence over the solution 
of the problems. 

A showgirl, a crooked tabloid 
editor and his star reporter are the 
chief figures. The forme: wins the 
girl only to lose her to the re- 
porter when the author casts him 
under the wheels of one of his own 
delivery trucks. 

Crooker knows his Broadway and 
there is a lot of color in this new 
volume, Published by Macauley. 








Best sellers for week ending June 


Fict 

‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) .........- 

‘Benefits Received’ ($2.00) ........ 
> me eee se 


‘Younger Sister’ ($2.00) ..cccccccccss cae bee's oe By Kathleen Norris || 

‘Undertow’ ($2.50) ..... nedwes sbaeOebearene ses By A. Hamilton Gibbs 

Peappiness TERT (6B.00). ccsecccbacesccccese By Grace Livingston Hill 
Non-Fiction 

‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00) ...... By L. E. Lawes || 


‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00) 
‘Thirty Years in the Golden North’ 


‘What We Live By’ ($2.50) ...... 


‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ....... 


‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) ...... eee 





Best Sellers 


News Company, Inc., and Branches, 


ion 

eeseesee errr e By Charles Morgan 
eececce --..By Alice Grant Rosman 
See eT eee By T. S. Stribling 


16 as reported by the American 





(kab deneweeata By A. J. Morrison i 
ok a By Van Welzl 
ey ees” By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 
-..+»-bBy Grand Duke Alexander 
.By Frederick Lewis Allen 








Far From Base 


Action of the _ recently-formed 
scribblers’ organization, The Amer- 
ican Fiction Guild, in appointing 
‘Author and Journalist’ as its ‘offi- 
cial organ,’ is rather unusual. 

Although the ‘Author and Jour- 
nalist’ is a monthly, the Fiction 
Guild will expect it to be timely in 
recording the news of an industry 
in which changes occur weekly. 
There is also the matter of distance, 
The American Fiction Guild making 
its headquarters in New York City, 
and the ‘Author and Journalist’ be- 
ing located in Denver, Colo. 





How Free Is Free Press? 


There was indignation among 
New York newspaper men in gen- 
eral and those columnists and re- 
porters covering the Broadway beat 
over the manner in which one of 
the New York tabs handled the 
Libby Holman-Z. Smith Reynolds 
tragedy. 

One sheet, with tongue-in-cheek 
seemingly, went about it by citing 
the sundry imputations and innu- 
endoes and then stating ‘but her 
friends do not believe any of these 
things. It was a cheap way of 
putting into printer’s ink an assort- 
ment of unflattering innuendoes 
about Miss Holman. 





Slot Trade Paper 

Growth of the vending machine 
biz has led to the first trade paper 
covering that field. It’s the project 
of Robert K. Gibbs, Chicago man, 
who calls his publication ‘The Au- 
tomatic Gazette.’ 

The new trade pape. is in news- 
paper tab size, and will appear twice 
a month. Will cover the entire 
vending and slot machine industry, 
touching on amusements in many 
cases. Publication office is in Chi- 
cago. 





More Inside Hollywood 

‘Reckless Hollywood’ is another 
of those Hollywood exposes which 
Amour Co. has brought out. It’s 
by Haynes Lubou, the composite 
collaborative nom - de - plume of 
Harmony Haynes and Dorothy Lu- 
bou who’ve done fan mag stuff. 

Characters, while fictitious, are 
no strain on the imagination for 
their real-life sources. 





Syndicating Yawitz 

The N. Y. Sunday ‘Mirror’ is be- 
ginning to syndicate Paul Yawitz’s 
Broadway chatter column into the 
same papers carrying Winchell’s 
regular weekly stuff, providing those 
dailies have Sunday editions. 

‘Mirror’ is also starting a cam- 
paign on Yawitz’s daily column. 





‘Liberty’ Gets Serial Rights 
Eunice Chapin, screen writer, has 
sold serial rights on ‘Better Than 
Married,’ her new novel, to ‘Lib- 
erty.’ 
She just completed scripting ‘No 
More Orchids’ for Columbia, 





Hume Dies at 73 

Fergus Hume, 73, novelist, died 
July 13 in London. Authored 138 
novels, mostly detective stories, 
with ‘The Mystery of a Hansom 
Cab,’ his biggest seller. 

Hume didn’t collect a bob royal- 
ties on the latter’s sale of over 
500,000 copies. He had sold it out- 
right for £50. 





‘L. A. Times’ Games’ Insert 

‘Los Angeles Times’ will issue 
an 8-16 page insert daily during 
the Olympic games. 

Section will contain features, 
news and sidelights of the daily 
events. Harry Carr will edit. 





L. M. Wallace a Nun 
L. M. Wallace, novelist and short 
story writer has been revealed as 
Sister M. Imelda, a sister of Lo- 
retto, stationed at St. Joseph's 
School, Auburn, Neb. She has writ- 


sketches of Nebraska pioneers for ; 
the Nebraska Historical Society. 


New Haven’s Wkly Tab 

New Haven ‘News’ made its bow 
July 15 as a weekly tab. 
Staff is chiefly recruited from de- 
funct ‘Times’ and indications are 
sheet is being handled financially 
by scribes, although no names are 
mentioned. 








Real Names of Authors 
Levinrew, author of ‘For 
Sale—Murder,’ is William Levine. 
David Frome, credited with ‘The 
Man From Scotland Yard,’ is Mrs. 
Zenith J. Brown. 
But who is James Aston, author 
of ‘They Winter Abroad’? 


Will 





Back to the Land 


Phil Stong, author of ‘State Fair,’ 
best seller, has purchased a farm 
near Keosauqua, Iowa, that at one 
time belonged to his grandfather. 
Tract has about 400 acres, 





The Literati Pound 


Though Col. Simeon Jacobs, rep- 
resenting Northcliffe publications in 
Hollywood, has taken no pay cut, 
he is possibly worse off. 

Jacobs’ arrangements is based on 
the English pound, which was $4.85 
when he made it. Now the pound is 
worth only $3.54. 





Ryan Placing Another 


Don Ryan, scenarist, in New York 
from Hollywood to place his latest 
novel, a Hollywood story, with Mc- 
Call, who published his ‘Roman 
Holiday.’ 





8 G’s for Tully’s ‘Laughter’ 
Selling price of ‘Laughter in Hell,’ 
Jim Tully’s chain gang novel, was 
$8,000, with Universal doing the 
paying. 





Ted Cook, humor columnist, en- 
tertaining foreign celebs at his 
Laguna, “alif., home. Yoshida, 
foremost Jap architect, and Se- 
quera, the Mexican muralist, latest 
guests, 





Chatter 


Konrad  Bercovici 
Spain. 

Viking, which is to bring out the 
D. H. Lawrence letters here, will 
also issue a few copies of the un- 
expurgated missives. 

Stanley M. Rinehart, Jr. has re- 
turned with a couple of new English 
manuscripts. His ma, Mary Rine- 
hart, returned, too. 

Ogden Nash, though an official of 
Farrar & Rinehart, has his poetry 
published by Simon & Schuster and 
now edits the new P. G. Wodehouse 
omnibus book for Doubleday, Doran. 

Sam Hellman will go back to 
Paree as soon as he completes his 
new ‘Satevepost’ arrangement. 

Gustav Eckstein in and out of 
New York. 

F. Yeats-Brown will come over to 
lecture about the middle of October. 

Muriel Harris will have her first 
novel out in August, ‘The Clinic of 
Dr. Aicadre.’ 

Roger Burlingame a war vet him- 
self, will seek to show up the ‘bonus 
racket’ in his new book. 

David Garnett, English novelist 
and critic, here for his first visit in 
years. 

Laetitia McDonald, whose serial, 
‘Young and Fair,’ starts in the cur- 
rent ‘Good Housekeeping,’ is Mrs. 
Wallace Irwin. 

The depresh has forced Stuart 
Morrison to give up his poetry-pub- 
lishing activities, leaving Henry 
Harrison the only one to champion 
the rhymsters in the East. 

Walt Snow won't return to news- 
paper work as long as there is a 
pulp publisher still buying. 

Frank H. Simonds adding a chap- 
ter to his ‘Can Europe Keep the 


back from 





ten two novels, ‘Outlaws of Raven- | 
hurst’ and ‘The Lure of the West,’ | 
and numerous short stories. At| 
present she is writing biographical | 


Peace?’ for the next printing. 
Viking Press subsidiary, the 

Broadcast Publishing Co., which 

was formed to publish an Uncle Don 


(Carney) book, has been dissolved, 
following the sale of publication 
rights to the volume to Grosset & 
Dunlap, the reprinters. 

Both Hilaire Belloc and Jane Ab- 
bott celebrate their birthdays on 
July 27. 


Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 47) 


Thursday if Napoleon hadn't told 
me. 

I feel like I'll be dead any day 
now but what of it? 





Hollywoodland, Friday. 

Mr. Bowery is a swell pal to go 
to the cogs with. 

Today Tillie called up and wanted 
to talk to me and I made Napoleon 
say I didn’t want to talk to her. Then 
she asked for Mr. Bowery and he 
said he didn’t want to talk to her, 
either. 


Napoleon listened to her on the 
phone for a while and told Mr, 
Bowery she wanted to remind him 
to be at the studio tomorrow to 
work on the picture. 

Mr. Bowery told Napoleon to ask 
her who cares about pictures. Then 
we had another drink and went to 
see some prize fights. I don’t re- 
member them. 





Hollywoodland, Saturday. 

Hooray! Mr. Bowery didn’t go to 
the studio today to work in the pic- 
ture with Tillie and our phone kept 
ringing all day but we didn’t answer 
it. 

Mr. Powery ordered some more 
liquor and gave me a $50 bill for 
myself. 

I can’t write any more I feel so 
dizzy. 





Hollywoodland, Monday. 
Two men came from the studio 
today to try to talk to Mr. Bowry 

and we threw tomatoes at them. 
Tillie tried to get in the house, 
too, but we didn’t throw any toma- 
toes at her. Mr. Bowery said it was 
wrong to throw tomatoes at a lady. 


I can’t write long like I used to. 
Mr. Bowery is yelling for me to 
come downstairs and help him eat 
Napoleon for dinner. 

Are we having fun! 





Hollywoodland, Wednesday. 
I can’t understand it. Mr. Bowery 
has doubled crossed me. I never 
would have believed it of him. 


Yesteiday Tillie came back to the 
house again and tried to get in but 
we wouldn’t let her. I yelled some- 
thing at her and stuck my tongue 
out and all at once Mr. Bowery hit 
me on the head with his fist. 


‘She’s a lady!’ he yelled at me, 
He stepped over me because I was 
laying on the floor, and opened the 
door so Tillie could come in. I 
dragged myself to a chair and sat 
down like nothing was wrong ex- 
cept being dizzy. 

Tillie was crying and sat down in 
a chair near Mr. Bowery because 
she couldn't talk for a while. Then 
she got her breath in a few seconds 
and lit on Mr. Bowery about what 
a terrible thing he was doing. 

She pointed at me. ‘You've 
ruined that poor boy,’ she said, ‘and 
you’re ruining yourself and now 
you’re trying to ruin me.’ 

‘You’re crazy,’ said Mr. Bowery, 
forgetting Tillie was a lady. 

‘I’m not,’ said Tillie. ‘They can’t 
do the picture without you, so that 
means I'll be through, 
you think that’s a dirty trick?’ 

Mr. Bowery sat down and 
scratched his head like he does. 

‘Please straighten out and come 
back?’ she begged him. 

Mr. FPowery acted like he was 
going to cry. ‘I wasn’t trying to 
hurt anybody but myself,’ he said. 

‘Will you come back to the 
studio tomorrow for my sake?’ Til- 
lie asked him, and the way she 
said it really started Mr. Bowery 
crying. He nodded his head and 
Tillie patted his shoulder like he 
was a baby. Then she came over to 
pat me but I told her to get away. 
She looked at me with her eyes all 
wet for a minute and then she ran 
out of the house. 

I walked over to Mr. Bowery. I 
don’t care about you hitting me on 
the head,’ I said. ‘Lets have an- 
other drink.’ 

‘Shut up and quit drinking,’ he 
yelled at me, ‘or I'll hit you on the 
head again!’ He got up and 
stumbled kind of corkscrewy to his 
room. 

I’m double crossed! Mr. Bowery 
isn’t all man like I am. It’s up to 
me to go to the dogs alone on ac- 
count of how it’s the only thing on 





earth to do, 


a 
ear | 
Bes 
pe? | 
oy 
ii 

’ 


too. Don't - 















< 
. . y 7 ~ter 
Ae ay es ER eget ane sree ae 


Sa aieornns See 


prieeerrenneninmenis 











RADEO 


Tuesday, July 19, 1932 








56 VARIETY 





| Radio’ Conservative Aloofness 


And General Anti-Gush Attitude 


Nettles Neophytes from Stage 


Chicago, July 18. 


‘Oh, my dear, you were mar- 


velous!’ 
This gushing salute so familar to 
Broadway and Hollywood, and so 


much cherished by the 
thirsty, is conspicuously 
from radio. And for this reason 
theatrical importations to radio 
often declare their new bosses to be 
cold storage prunes. 

There is, of course, a great deal 
of typical first night gush around 
radio studios but the gushing is 
done by personal friends, fellow ar- 
tists, fans, or music pluggers. They 
keep up and bring over the exuber- 
ant flattery of Times Square and 
Vine street. But the more pene- 
trating note the absence, as a rule, 
of compliments from the really im- 
portant directions. 

There is no radio equivalent to 
the David Belasco or the Gilbert 
Miller who runs backstage after the 
performance and kisses the leading 
lady’s hand and murmurs delicious 
compliments in French. Instead, 
when the microphone is turned off 


absent | 





parted to pick up another program 
in another studio. 
Too Much Anti-Gush 
Radio is anti-gush all the way. 
Probably most of the executives 
are unaware that anything in this 





praise- line is expected of them. They are 


perhaps a little too much the other 
way. Showmen who properly esti- 
mate and discount the usual the- 
atrical gush, hypocritical and in- 
sincere as much of it is, still realize 
that a pat on the shoulder or an 
appreciative word does much to help 
the esprit de corps. 


Of course show business often 
carries this back-thumping to ab- 
surd lengths. If an executive has 
new stationary printed they send 
him a telegram from the home of- 
fice hailing his vision and artistic 
taste. If an author puts one good 
sequence in an otherwise stupid 
picture his genius for dynamics, 
montage or symbolism is built into 
a super-gift from the gods. Let a 
Broadway producer put in four 
more tons of rhinestones than were 
ever before used in a production 
number and his daring originality 





and the program is finished the ar- 
tist finds himself or herself in a 
great empty room from which the 
announcer has just precipitately de- 


WELCOME 


LEWIS 


“Five Feet of Melody” 


Headlining Vaudeville 
OFFERING 
“Out of the Air” 


Direction: LEO FITZGERALD 
and WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
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will cause hydrants to burst in 
amazement. 

Reversely, however, to ignore, as 
radio often does, fine work or ex- 
ceptional effort and let everything 
get the same _ silent treatment 
creates resentment. Whether the 
notworks know it or admit it their 
stinginess with merited praise is of- 
ten mentioned. 

Most recent example was in con- 
nection with the two political con- 
ventions in Chicago. It is said that 
after working for hours on end with 
practically no sleep or relief the two 
crews were entirely ignored by the 
networks. Boys are reported to have 
felt hurt at the omission. Expend- 
ing their uttermost in physical 
stamina, professional resourceful- 
ness and generally complimented by 
outsiders, the engineers, announcers, 
commentators, and fixers expected 
a word from the home offices. 


WEISS LEAVES KHJ; 
GOES TO WJR-WGAR 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Lewis Allen Weiss resigned as 
manager of KHJ, Don Lee’s key 
coast station of CBS, and will be- 
come vice-president in charge of 
WJR, Detroit, and WGAR, Cleve- 
land, sister stations, He will head- 
quarter in Detroit. 

Weiss’ position at KHJ was con- 


sidered one of the two top spots on 
the coast, and he has been credited 
with taking that station when in 
the red and bringing it into the 
money class. 

He will start on his new duties 
Aug. 1. No successor appointed 
here. 











No Conflict with Coast, 
W OI, Iowa, to 5,000 Watts 


Ames, Ia., July 18. 

Iowa State College station WOI 
goes to 5,000 watts, 640 kilocycles, 
without restriction under grant of 
federal radio commission, engineers 
having ascertained that station will 
not conflict with territory of KFI 
Los Angeles, operating on 640 kilo- 
cycles and planning to build a 50,- 
000 watt station. 

KFI holds prior rights to fre- 
quency which resulted in exhaustive 








LENS: 


tests. 





The Balking Point 





Radio columnists at divers 
times secm to engage in pas- 
sionate amours-de-type with 
one or another radio new- 
|} comer. At various periods the 
| radio commentators intensive- 
| ly eommence plugging some 
{ 





pet radio aspirant or arrivee, 
seeking either to identify him- 
self with the discovery of some 
novitiate or cement friendship 
or an association with a radio 
favorite who has already be- 
come established. 

Station executives’ reaction, 
whenever this occurs—and it’s 
current at almost all times— 
appears to be one of suspicion 
at this type of printer's ink ex- 
ploitation, even if of an unso- 
licited and pseudo-altruistic 
nature. 

The head program men 
frankly resent having any of 
their entertainers so heavily 
plugged. It creates too many 
complications, according to 
their view and often is cause 
for internal dissension. The of- 
ficials sometimes become 
peeved to the point of wanting 
to know if the columnist is 
trying to tell them how to han- 
dle things, with the result that 
subconsciously or not, they 
lean backwards as regards the 
welfare of a radio personality 
who is thus brought toa mark- 
edly into the limelight. 


Se 











WXYZ, DETROIT, AFTER 
WAVELENGTH OF 1,020 


Detroit, July 18. 
Hearing before the Federal Radio 
Commission will be held this week 
at which time the petition of station 


WXYZ for the 1020 wavelength now 
used by KYW will be acted upon, 
The wavelength in question is 
located in the econd zone while 
station KYW is located in the 
Fourth Radio Zone. KYW has been 
using the wavelength for several 
years but a showdown is expected 
at the present time. Wavelength 
was applied for by local station 
WwW4J for a period of time but they 
finally relinquished their claim and 
it was taken up by WXYZ owned 
by Kunsky-Trendle. 
A total of 22 other stations have 
also petitioned for the wavelength 
including station WCAU, Philadel- 
phia. : 
Opposition to the request is be- 
ing co-operated upon by NBC- 
Wes.inghouse, who own the sta- 
tion, and Hearst who has the lease 
currently. 


Fairbanks Insists He Has 











Lucky Strike Air Offer 


Los Angeles, July 18. 
Although Lucky Strike denied in 





Douglas Fairbanks as an announcer 
for a proposed Olympic games pro- 
gram, the picture star says it’s dif- 
ferent. . 
Fairbanks maintains that a rep- 
resentative of the cigarette com- 
pany here told him he had authority 
to offer the player $4,500 for three 
15-minute periods a week. 
Understood that it is the inten- 
tion to add the Olympic time for a 
review of the events three times a 
week. Fairbanks is willing to ac- 
cept if the set-up proves right. 





AIR MATERIAL FIRM 


George Olsen has formed a part- 
nership with Harry Revel and Mack 
Gordon, songwrite-s, for special ra- 
dio material, principally of a song 
and lyric nature. 

Publishing rights rest 100% with 





Revel and Gordon. 


NBC's $3,000,000 Increase for First - 


6 Mos. Indicates $37,000,000 32 Gross 





CHAPPELL’S UP 





Promoted to Head All NBC Talent 
Bookings of Talent 





Realignment of duties in the NBC 
Artists Service puts Ernest Chap- 
pell in charge of all program talent 


bookings. Move relieves John Babb 
who will concentrate on the Phillips 
Lord (‘Seth Parker’ and ‘Country 
Doctor’) programs. 


Chappell will continue with his 
talent development activities, 


Lahr Not Optioned; 
Lucky Couldn’t Get 
Wheeler and Woolsey 


Lucky Strike’s Saturday night 
hour will continue through the sum- 
mer as a strictly dance music pro- 
gram. Commercial had been figur- 
ing to replace Bert Lahr with 
Wheeler and Woolsey, but found 
that the team’s picture contracts 
prevented them from taking on an 
ether series before the late fall. 

Lahr’'s ticket, carrying a guar- 
antee of four weeks, expired a week 
ago Saturday (9), with the ciggie 
account at the last minute deciding 
not to pick up a nine-week option 
which called for an increase from 
$1,750 to $2,500 a broadcast. 


CROSBY CUT 15%, CBS 
WANTS ANOTHER 207, 


Los Angeles, July 18. 
His present contract expiring in 
two weeks, Bing Crosby has been 
asked to take a 20% cut by CBS on 


a new deal, Negotiations on, with 
probability of a compromise, 
Crosby took a 15% cut with other 
CBS artists a short time ago. His 
next option calls for a raise, 

















Newsmen to Split Up 
CBS’ Music Marathon 


CBS will attempt to split up the 








New York that it is interested in'! 





marathon of song and music with 
a regular 8-8:15 p. m. talking period 
every night. Two newspapermen, 
McLemore of the U, P., and Ed- 


mund C. Hill, for 22 years star re- 
porter of the N. Y. ‘Eve. Sun,’ will 
alternate. 


McLemore will talk on anything 
and Hill on current events. Idea 
came from McLemore, who last fall 
was on for a series of ‘Football 
Forecasts,’ but his thick Georgian 
brogue got so in the way he turned 
out to be a surprise comedy fea- 
ture, especially in that McLemore 
got hot and strolled away completely 
from his subject. 





Sues for Note Return 
Los Angeles, July 18. 
Accusing H. A. Keagey, head of 
the Consolidated Broadcasting Co., 
of Hollywood, J. H. Hammaker is 
seeking, through California labor 
commission, return of $200 bond he 
put up for a continuity writing job, 
and payment of $90 wage claim. 
Received a 90-day note for the total. 
State wage law prohibits issuing 
non-negotiable paper in payment of 
wages, and insists that any bond 
money be kept in escrow. 
W. &L.. McKinney also 
Keasey for $65, unpaid wages. 


suing 


+ 





Increase of close to $3,000,000 in 
income from facility sales 
over 1931 was rolled up by NBC 
the first six months of the current 
year. Figure came within a nar- 


row edge of equaling the half annum 
jump shown last year as compared 
to 1930. On the basis of the $3,000,- 
000 tilt already on the network's 
books for 1932, it can be safely 
estimated that the increase for the 
current calendar. will easily run 
over $8,000,000, The year 1931 
ended with a gross of $29,000,000. 

Revenue from time, for the first 
six months of 1932, totalled $15,- 
109,645, while the gross take for the 
same period last year added up to 
$12,344,632. In 1930 the network's 
two links took in $9,234,611 from 
January to June inclusive. 


gross 





Saul Sieff takes a 10-piece dance 
combo into the Palace hotel, San 
Francisco, next week. 

NBC booked. 

















Master 
Without 
Ceremony 





on the 
M. J. B. 
Demi Tasse 


Coast 
Network 

















LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 


COAST-TO-COAST 


i _-_-seT 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 
Presents 
Lau PETE 
(Have You Had Your 
Iron Today?) 


12:46 P. M. E.S.T. 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday— 
WIZ 














Tuesday & Thursday—WEAF 











JOE GALLICCHIO 


(Musical Director of WMAQ) 
Now at N.B.C., Chicago 
PROGRAMS 
Amos ’n’ Andy, The Goldbergs 
Nightly 
Whoopee Program 
Sat., 9:30 to 10 P.M.. C.D.S.T. 











AL 
WOODS 
TOP O’ THE 


MORNING 
WOR, Mon. to Sat. 











Steeping Late Sunday 














8 WEEKS IN 
Booked by COLUMBIA ARTIST 





“THE GLOOMCHASERS” 


COLONEL STOOPNAGLE and BUDD 


BROADCASTING OVER THE WABC-COLUMBIA NETWORK EVERY MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM 8:45 TO 9:00 P. M., E.0.S.T. 


FOR THE MAKERS OF IVORY SOAP 





Appearing This Week (Sully 15) at the Brooklyn, Paramount 


IN THEIR THIRD WEEK WITH PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX FOLLOWING 


RKO THEATRES 


7 WEEKS IN LOEW THEATRES 





S BUREAU, INC. 


Personal Manager, NELSON S. HESSE 
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RADIO’S GRATIS BREAK-IN 
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Analysis of Broadcasting Abroad 
Discloses Minimum of Paid Adv'ing 


+ 








Advertising takes a secondary Actors and Mosquitos 
rank in the world’s radio programs. 
The United States is the only coun- 
try in the world that has developed 
ether into cash and curry dollars, 
whereas practically in every other 
world center the cash returnable 
angle is snooted. 

About half of the European coun- 
tries don’t seem to care about ad- 
vertising one -vay or the other; the 
rest of them definitely take an anti- 
ad. stand. Argument is that dial- 
twisters musn’t ** annoyed. Rev- 
enue comes from the receiving set 
owners who are licensed, with the 
broadcasting stations largely gov- 
ernment-owned;: 

Several curious anomalies natur- 
ally occur. Germany permits any 
amount of paid advertising on the 
air, but not from foreign firms. Idea 
there is that it might hurt local 
product. Greece doesn’t like broad- 
casting at all. Broadcasting of any 
sort is not permitted. Reception is 
okay to whoever wants to pay the 
license—unless he’s a foreigner. A 
foreigner in Greece can’t even 
legally tune in. 

Another curious situation arises 
in the United Kingdom. Advertis- 
ing on the air is forbidden. The 
Irish Free State, however, thinks 
air advertising is okay and allows 
it, only accounts barred being those 
of foreign origin that might con- 
flict with local trade. 


France, German: Lead 


Most important air centers of 
Europe are Germany and France. 
In both the radio habit is pretty 
well developed, and each country 
has about 30 broadcasting stations, 
using pretty good programs. 
France’s stations are divided be- 
tween government and private con- 
cerns. Government-owned stations 
forbid advertising. Private stations 
use it pretty nearly all the time and 
on a pretty extensive scale. 

In Germany, the radio monopoly 
is a part of the Postal branch of 
the government and all stations ac- 
cept advertising, except from for- 
eign companies, 

Italy, with about eight stations, 
also accepts advertising pretty free- 
ly. Advertising via air is also okay 
in Luxemburg, Rumania, Poland, 
Yugoslavia and Rumania. In Spain, 
two of the 10 stations are open to 
commercials and Norway sets aside 
15 minutes every day for the adver- 
tising lads to do their stuff in. 

Countries absolutely forbidding 
ether advertising are Austria, Bel- 
gium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Nether- 
lands, Portugal, Sweden, Switzer- 
land and Engiand. 

In Finland advertising is forbid- 
den but people who furnish records 
are allowed to put in a plug for 
themselves before the programs 
start. In Esthonia the two stations 
are restricted to pure entertainment, 
sans pay dirt, for about three or 
four hours a da,. The rest of the 
time, if they can get it, it’s okay 
to use commercial accounts. 

Advertising, when it is used, is 
quite different in manner from any- 
thing done in the United States. 
Largely it’s a straight announce- 
ment thing, with the accounts pay- 
ing so much per word, or per type- 
written line to have their spiel read 
on the air. 

Portugal and Greece seem to be 
the only countries in Europe not 
having any sending stations, though 
Portugal boasts about 1. amateur 
senders. These stations are on a 
haphazard basis and not at all con- 
trolled, sending programs when and 
if it pleases their egoes. 





Forest Hills, L. I., July 18. 

This haven for many in the 
field is also the Garden of 
Eden for the mosquito. The 
town has tried everything to 
exterminate the pest, but 
there are still plenty of the in- 
sects in Forest Hills. 

The Mosquito Control Asso- 
ciation now has turned to the 
amateur actor for aid. It isn’t 
going to use the actors as 
swatters. It just wants the 
actors to present playlets over 
station WMBI, Jamaica, so it 
can sandwich some propaganda 
between the presentations, 


KNX Says Nix to 
Clergy and Other 
Ether ‘Guessers 


Hollywood, July 18. 


KNX’s rule that only mystics and 
star gazers showing proof of ordina- 
tion as ministers would be allowed 
on that station has been rescinded. 
Station now says no soothsayers, 
guessers or what have you, whether 
with or without the clergy diplomas. 

New edict to keep on terms with 
Federal Radio Commission, tosses 
out Phenomena, astrologer and 
spiritist, after & week, and hand- 
cuffs the Rev. Ethel Duncan, 

Latter was compelled to drop her 
‘question and answer’ department 
and her plug for confidential answers 
at three for $1. She must now stick 
to religious topics exclusively. 

Miss Duncan was one of the ra- 
dio femme ministers who followed 
in the early popularity of Aimee 
Semple McPherson. She has her 
own church here, and scatters a 
charity fund in connection with her 
ether plugged business. 

Although she claims that 80% of 
her guesses are right, KNX is un- 
impressed. 

Femme reverend’s routine was to 
preach the gospel, then answer 
questions. Bonanza end was the 
more confidential answers to any 
three questions, by mail. 


LACK OF PAY ACCOUNTS 
OUSTS KOY FROM CBS 


Los Angeles, July 18. 


KOY, Phoenix, Ariz., dropped 
from the CBS chain (15) due to} 
lack of sufficient accounts willing to 
go into that territory. CBS con- | 
sidered present business wouldn't | 
warrant the wire expense. 

Dropping KOY ends a miniature 
war between that station and the 
two Phoenix newspapers affiliated 
with the rival station, due to the 
dissemination of CBS news broad- 
casts, emanating here. Skirmish | 
went so far the papers dropped | 
daily schedule of KOY. 























SINGING POLO TEAM 

A singing NBC polo team has} 
been formed by Frank Parker, tenor 
of the A&P Gypsies; Bob Simmons, 
tenor with the recent Campbell Soup 








WSYR M R . program; Henry Shope, top tenor of 
gr. esigns the Cavaliers quartet; and Julian | 
Syracuse, N. Y., July 18. | Oliver, Spanish tenor. 
Charles H. Kaletzki, for the last} Parker is the manager. 





four years manager of WSYR, an- ———_$_$____—_ | 
nounced his resignation Saturday | 
night (16) and his return to the Segar Ellis Off WLW 
advertising a -ency field here. His Cincinnati, July 18. 
Successor is yet to be appointed by Segar Ellis, baritone and pianist, 
the estate of Clive Meredith. | who joined WLW 17 months ago, 


| left that station last week. 
He drove for home in Houston, 
to vacash for month. 


WSYR is located in the Hotel 
Syracuse and has a secondary sta- | 
tion at Syracuse University. | Tex., 


; opening at the 


—_—-- — 


FREE SIX WEEKS 
FOR COMMERCIAL 


Free Time for ‘March of 
Time’ Program—Parallels 
Show Biz’s ‘Cut’ Weeks— 
Unusual Concession for 
Commercial Account 








CAN BECOME GENERAL 





Chicago, July 18. 

Return of ‘March of Time’ to the 
air under a six weeks gratis ar- 
rangement may have widespread in- 
fluence in radio. Columbia has 
agreed to use the program as a sus- 
taining feature for six weeks after 
which the sponsor, ‘Time,’ the mag- 
azine, will take it over and pay the 
bills. 

Quite emphatically this amounts 
to the network first preparing and 
organizing an audience for the com- 
mercial and having gotten the audi- 
ence turning the program over, in 
full swing, to the commercial. 
Should other advertisers demand 
similar courtesies the entire sales 
approach of the networks would be 
altered, 

While in the past the networks 
have often established and main- 
tained sustaining programs solely 
with the hope of attracting sponsor- 
ship, this method of selling pro- 
grams has tended to be discarded. 
Most commercials prefer to get the 
benefit in publicity, exploitation, 
and psychology of starting off new 
and fresh rather than take over 
something already going and not 
exclusively identified with them- 
selves. 

‘March of Time’ was easily one of 
the most popular programs ever on 
the air and its quitting last year 
was the signal for a public protest 
too widespread and urgent to be 
dismissed as just one of those 
things. Columbia unquestionably 
felt that there was a good will ad- 
vantage to itself in having the pro- 
gram which meant so much in so 
many homes. 

By footing the bill for six weeks 
it means that instead of the*usual 
13. week broadcasting contract 
‘Time’ will pay for only 7 weeks. It 
compares with the ‘break in’ dates 
of vaudeville where acts work prac- 
tically gratis for the cream dates to 
follow, 





Rival Stations Kick on 
KICK’s Attempted Move 


Council Bluffs, Ia., July 18. 
The application of KICK, 
Oak, to move here at a Carter Lake 
| location is receiving plenty of op- 
position. KOIL, Council Bluffs, and 
WOW and WAAW, both of Omaha, 
Neb., are voicing no 
plaints that the area here is well 
served and that the addition of an- 
other unit in this section would dis- 
rupt existing conditions. 
KICK maintains, in a request to 
ithe Federal Radio Commission, that 
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Red | stations, 


ong 20° 
uncertain | than 20% 
ino kind 


it would better serve listeners from | 


talent viewpoint in new spot. 





Bernie’s Vacation 


Ben Bernie isn’t through with 
Blue Ribbon Malt, this report aris- 
ing from the company’s intention to 
ballyhoo that the Ole Maestro is 


itaking a vacation with the July 26} | 
Chase & Sanborn tea for 13 weeks, 


broadcast. He resumes in the fall 


for his alma malta on a new year 
termer. 

Bernie will watch the ponies run 
‘in Saratoga during August, he says, 
‘although technically he'll be the 


band attraction at Arrowhead Inn 


for that month. 





WEEKS SHIFTING? 


San Francisco, July 18. 
now on between 
NBC and Anson Weeks for latter 
to shift his Hotel Mark Hopkins 
orchestra from KFRC 
CBS network to the National chain. 
Weeks has been on KFRC since 
Mark about four 


Negotiations 


years ago, 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| sion 


Radio ‘Time Bookings Outlook 
Optimistic for Fall; Combo Rate 
For Midday Commercial Advertisers 





Smart Boys 





Hollywood, July 18. 

Radio salesman, catering to 
film people, has evolved a sys- 
tem to move the cabinets out 
of his store. Snags prospects 
at the studios, and takes them 
to hear—what he says are 
long and short wave sets, 
capable of getting any station 
in the world. 

His partner, a former dialect 
comedian, sits in front of a 
remote control mike in a back 
room and imitates everything 
from Japan to Johannesberg. 

It works—sometimes. 


RADIO'S TABOO 
ON PRICE AD 
LIFTED 














+ 





Rule against the mentioning of 
prices on an NBC program has been 
modified by the network. Restric- 
tion, which has been rigidly in effect 
for over three years, will only ap- 
ply to daytime programs, 

Agencies advised of the switch in 
policy have been asked to go easy 
with their new freedom, at least for 
the start. It is suggested that the 
accounts try to avoid overstressing 
the quotation, making it as insinu- 
ating as possible. Commercials are 
also requested to avoid bringing 
in the money angle moe than 
twice on any one program. 

Expected that Columbia will fol- 
low up this move with a similar 
change in policy. 


BELGIUM MAY TRY OPEN 
SEASON ON POLITICS 


Brussels, July 9. 

The program sub-committee of 
the Belgian Consultative Commis- 
of Radiophony recommends 
that privately owned broadcasting 
which operate under li- 
cense from the Minister of Posts, be 
permitted to transmit daily from 
noon to 2 p. m. and 8 p. m. to 10 
p. m. Talk must not occupy more 
% of the broadcast time and 

of commercial publicity 
should be allowed. 

The committee proposes that poli- 
tics be banned except for a fortnight 
during the communal and provincial 
elections, when each political party 
should have the right to broadcast 
twice. A plenary assembly of the 
commission is to he called to act 
on these recommendations, the final 
word resting with the Minister of 
Posts, 











Price Optioned 


Georgie Price, recently signed by 


has been renewed for 18 more. 

The option exercise came two 
months before due. It’s a CBS ac- 
count. 





KFI SPOTS WHIDDEN BAND 


Los Angeles, July 18. 





Losing Charles Kaley’s Hotel Bilt- 
j}more orchestra to KFWB, KFI will |} 
spot Jay Whidden’s orchestra at the | 


| 


and western | 


jaw BC’ 


Miramar, Santa Monica, four nights | 
a week from 11:30 to midnight. 

Whidden’s combination starts to- | 
morrow (19), immediately following | 
Phil Harris’ orchestra from the Am- 
bassador, now the solo dance band 
on the air on KFI, Goes out over} 
S$ coast chain. 


’ 7 
| cast, will be 





Judging from the way billings 
have been holding up during the 
summer, the outlook for the net- 
works this coming season is good. 
Advertisers are requiring a lot more 
time to think it over before putting 
the signature to fall contracts than 
they did a year ago, although then 
the rush to hop the ether band- 
wagon didn’t get under way until 
the middle of August. 

Strictly on a time 
NBC’s income the past month 
showed close to 10% increase over 
June of the previous annum. Re- 
cent epidemic of cancellations has 
reached the vanishing point and 
the chains can now figure on the 
minimum revenue for the remaining 
stretch on the summer. Unless 
things go awry again, it can be 
safely estimated that the slight edge 
rolled up during June will hold 
firmly through July and August. 

Networks’ sales execs feel confi- 
dent that the approaching fall and 
winter will continue the percentage 
of increase maintained through the 
first six months of the current year, 
Though both NBC and CBS have 
heaps of choice time open at various 
periods of the night and day, the 
prospect favors filling up of the 
favored evening stretch of the clock 
(6:30 to 10:00) on all three links 
by the end of Sept. 

Combination Rate 

But as for the daytime periods, 
the networks are not so optimistic. 
Average past buyers of these niches 
were small merchandisers, who took 
to radio as a last resort, in the 
desperate hope that here was the 
advertising medium that would per- 
haps lift them out of the quicksands, 
Majority of these little fellows, it 
is figured but not actually known, 
have gone into the arms of the ree 
ceivers. 

On the other hand, a trend that 
became evident toward the end of 
the past season will likely prove 
a lifesaver for these daytime gaps, 
Evening commercials in consider- 
able number had adopted the idea of 
taking advantage of their contract 
discounts by sponsoring also a day- 
time program. Possibility is that 
the networks will work out special 
combination rates to make the idea 
still more attractive. 

Question agitating many adver- 
tisers is whether they can afford to 
stay off the air. Some commercials 
would like to quit but don’t dare 
feeling that their sales totals are 
built up on a radio foundation and 
will dwindle without it. Still other 
advertisers feel an obligation to the 
radio fans they have _ created 
through certain popular programs 
and feel they are honor-bound to 
return in the fall. This latter at- 
titude is rather unique and might 
be interpreted as the doctrine of 
noblesse oblige applied in diluted 
form to the commercial world, 


billing basis, 





Olympic Events Resume 
Over KFI for South Seas 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

KFI will go on the air nightly 
during the Olympic games for a re- 
sume of the events, especially 
aimed at listeners-in in New Zea- 
land and Australia, 

Due to requests from the Anti- 
podes. 

This is the first program so far 
arranged for the games, with most 
of the stations still quiet on their 
Olympic set-up on account of a 
continued mix-up with the events 
committee over co-operation. 


Rich, Guest Conductor 


Los Ang seles, July 18. 
Freddie tich, CBS orchestra 
leader, here for a baton swinging 
part in Paramount's ‘Big Broad- 


utilized while on the 
coast by CBS over KHJ. 


He will be plugged over the coast 


ichain as ‘guest conductor,’ 
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LEFTY FLYNN, 
HORNE, GEORGES METAXA 
Songs and Talk 


15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Gerardine, after floundering about | 
no little time for a_ suitable} 
commercial structure for its hair 
preparation, has hit upon a happy | 


NORA LANG- | EVERETT MARSHALL, 


KEN-| THE COUNTRY DOCTOR 

NETH HARLAN and AL ST.| Phillips Lord 

JOHN Serial Skit 
Talk and Songs COMMERCIAL 
Sustaining WJZ, New York 
WGY, Schenectady Those who have ient a regular ear 

Singer and two film names fea-/|to the Seth Parker Sunday evening 
tured on a ‘Radio Extra’ from / sessions know practically all there 
RKO’s Albany stand. Harlan and/is to know about ‘The Country 
St. John paired for three or four! Doctor.’ Only difference, or differ- 


; ; ¥ ° g ; ae g } . . . 
Midsummer Night's Party idea that/ minutes of talk and gagging with | ences, is the omission of the hymn 
is better than any of the m.c.’s the | yarion Brewer, interviewer, follow- 


product has had in the past. The 
m.c. thing started with Ed Sullivan 


ing which Marshall's 


played a classical. 


accompanist 
Rest of 2 


0-min- 


and a fortnight ago, when Sidney | yte broadcast taken up with a quiz 
of Marshall and a song by him. 


Skolsky, the ‘News’ columnist, 
brought on Willie and Eugene How- 
ard as guest stars, the midget scribe 
never hit the mike on the allegation | 
the Howards were too dialectic and | 
hence not ‘high class’ enough for 
Gerardine. 

The company at least accom- 
plishes that class desire indubitably 
with the present Wefty ‘Pay omy Herat 
Langhorne (Mrs, Flynn) and 
Georges Metaxa, vocal line-up. Lat- 
ter is the imported Roumanian 
singing pash from England who 
made an ineffectual impression in 
one or two Paramount pictures, but 
should have no personal complaints 
over his long run in the ‘Cat and 
the Fiddle.’ 

One becomes a bit suspicious 
whenever a ~-Lefty Flynn's past 
gridiron exploits are made so much | 
capital of, or when Nora Lang- 
horne’s relationship to Lady Astor, 
her sister, is so much dwelt upon, 
but this defensive mechanism must 
be thrust aside by what is pre- 
sented. 

This last program, the Newport 
garden party, was a smart way to 
introduce the singers, but what's! j 
more important to Gerardine, the 








chatty discourse on the beautify-/tifully done. 


ing qualities of the hair dressing 
are naturally and withal effectively 
plugged. 

As a football hero, Fiynn is just 
as good a barytone. And despite 
her Lady Astor’s sistership, Miss 
Langhorne’s soprano is likewise ap- 
pealing. As for Metaxa, his past 
professional achievement about 
speaks for itself. He registered 
excellently via the mike with the 
Chevalier song, ‘One Hour With 
You.’ 

In the course of the adv. spieling, 
one of a group of women listening 
in observed that it must be a ‘sticky 
preparation,’ just a moment before 
the announcer made it a point to 
stress that Gerardine was _ not 
sticky. Which just about makes it 
perfect for this experiment in air 
merchandizing. For the femme lis- 
tener’s observation illustrates her 
interest and minimized sales’ re- 
sistance; whereypon the announcer’s 
comment completely aia ne 

el, 


‘DAILY CHALLENGE’ 

’' Harold Peary, Bill Royle 
COMMERCIAL 

KYA, San Francisco 

_ Challenge Butter hired Harold 
Peary and Bill Royle for this night- 
Iy skit, forcing the duo to double 
between NBC and KYA, owned by 
NBC but operated independently. 
Only team in local radio who 
double between two stations. 

. Program. covers a wide scope. 
Both characters are war vets, who 
operate a small town stcre and run 
@ newspaper and other services. 
Their various activities give them 
ample opportunity for much Jekyll 
and Hyde stuff, as the pair do 
twelve characters, including black- 
face, Chinese, rube, Italian and 
others, Joke column in ‘The Daily 
Challenge’ gives excuse for the nu- 
merous gags interpolated. 

In addition Peary does two songs 
and Royle one. Piano, guitar and 
harmonica occasionally worked in. 

Constitutes a versatile and enter- 
taining program item. Bock, 


‘THE POACHER’ 
Dramatic Sketch 
Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Unintelligible dialects made this 
imported British ether script a com- 
plete bust in its American intro- 
duction by NBC over a network. 
What went on is still a _ studio 
secret. 

The British Broadcasting Com- 
pany selected ‘The Poacher’ from a 
short stage play contest as the 
script best suited to radio purposes. 
It might be best suited to English 
radio purposes. For the U.S. it’s 
about as interesting as cricket. 

This poacher is a reformed pri- 
vate property trespasser who re- 
sists the temptation of grabbing a 
neighbor’s rabbit for 29 minutes, 
then finally succumbs to his desire. 
Sounds pretty simple, and it was 
simple, in the wrong way. 

Only distinguishable speaker of 
the cast was the woman playing the 
wife. Outside of an ‘offstage’ child, 
ske had the smallest part. Bige. 


' Another CBS Chop 


CBS personnel list was put through 
another pruning today (18). Those 
dropped from the network’s local 
payroll totaled 30, with practically 
all of these classified as stenogra- 
phers. Included were a copy reader 
and assistant photographer in the 
publicity department. 

Makes the second wholesale turn- 
out since late in May, when the ex- 
iting mob numbered close to 60. 











‘or recent musical 
ence emerged, although the ‘Scan- 
dals’ was mentioned. 
apparently had prepared her ques- 
tions to Marshall interview moving 
along smoothly though dryly. 

Harlan had best 
speaking voice. 
deep and masculine, as one would 
expect from an actor of he-man 
roles. Harlan talked intelligently; 
too; 
have delivered. 
was fair. 


wheedle 
fine sen® 


sales 
bonds. 


Considering wealth of 


talent, 


broadcast did not pack the expected 


punch. Harlan and 
much, 


dealt largely with his Met 


ground and views on opera. 
of the baritone’s personality, tastes, 
comedy experi- 


Of the three, 


Tone was 


given more time, he 


St. John were 
;not on long enough to say or to do 
while interview of Marshall 


back- 
Little 


Miss Brewer 


clear, 


would 


St. John’s kidding 


Marshall’s manner was more re- 


ndistinct. 


served than that of film actors; he 
did not appear to be particularly 
enthusiastic over the broadcast or 
his vaude appearance. 
a confidential tone, at times a bit 
Real contribution was 
the vocal, ‘I Send My Love,’ beau- 
Marshall's accompan- 
ist, Carl Requa, was oke in a solo. 


Talked in 


Broadcast sent out at a time when 





HOMER GRIFFITH 
Reading, Sales Spiel 
COMMERCIAL ° 
WBBM, Chicago 


listeners were not likely to be over 


numerous. Jaco, 


WBBM is cheapening itself as the 


Whether the 


Griffith makes even Edgar 


campaign for 


A program like this is a 


that feeds the opposition to t 
vertising regime in radio. 


Columbia key station in Chicago by 
permitting its call letters to be iden- 
tified with such claptrap. Griffith so 
frankly panders to the morons and 
his sentimental hokum is so trans- 
parently yap fodder that during the 
15 minutes he is peddling his 8% 
engravings the outlying 100-watt 
stations seem intellectual and re- 
spectable compared to WBBM. 

listener develops 
nausea or diabetes, and one or the 
other is inevitable where over .005 
mentality exists, the dominant idea 
carried away is one of surprise and 
amazement that the key station of a 
major network would sell its facil- 
ities to a time payment securities 
house under the hook-up as here 
employed. 


Guest 


seem like the prophet of superiority. 
‘The voice you love to tune off’ 
might well describe his Uriah Heep 

Deliberately honeyed, his 
ments are doubly offensive 
when coupled to a high pressure 
stocks 
From the binding of hu- 
manity’s wounds the ‘Friendly Phi- 
losopher’ steps into the money argu- 
ment about getting rich by invest- 
ing as little as 1l5e. a day. 
cost of three packages of gum— 
think of it!’ 


and 


‘Just the 


living 


indictment of the American public. 
That the program is effective and 
Griffith a recognized .success at the 
distilling of gold out of sap is prob- 
ably proven by its having stayed on 
the air since March. But there’s no 
hoodwinking or sidestepping the 
fact that it’s this sort of program 


he ad- 


Canada 
has just taken a slap at commer- 
cialized radio and its entirely within 


the realm of the possible that feel- 
ing will crystalize in America soon 


enough, 


If this program still had the same 


noticed. But it is the apex o 


motives but performed its aims with 
a little adroitness it could pass less 


f dull- 


ness throughout, on top of its other 
La 


sins. 


JURIEN HOEKSTRA 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 


nd, 


For those in the New York area 
who, of a Wednesday evening, may 
consider such programs as Canada 


Jack Benny-George 
Jack Frost’s 


Dry’'s 
combo, 


Olsen 


‘Melody Mo- 


ments’ and the Goodyear Tire class 
affair, on the opposition outlets, as 
too rich for their tastes, WOR offers 


Jurien Hoekstra. His 


is one of 


those pleasing little parlor sessions 
that neither irritates, if the mood is 
there, nor is likely to impress itself 


upon the memory. 
It’s a full, well-rounded 


tenor, 


with a slight flare for the dramatic, 
that this lad reveals, plus a clear 


enunciation, a fine sense of 
and a vivid interpretation 
lyrics. Repertoire is devot 


melody 
of the 
ed ex- 


clusively to English and American 


ballads of the classical school. 
Johnston- 
‘The Loving God’ 


instance, the Gordon 


Geoffrey O'Hare 


For 


and Edward Campion’s ‘Ninety and 


Nine’ included on his 
caught (13). 

Lee Cronicam does the 
panying at the piano, with 
restraint and understanding. 


list 


when 


accom- 
kindly 


Odec. 


singing, the substitution of charac- 
ter labels and the fact that NBC is 
collecting for the week-day pro- 
grams. In other words, it’s Seth 
Parker himself now on six nights a 
week instead of one. 

After a succession of consistent 
flops with musical and whatnot 
programs Listerine picked this one 
to help recover its past ether in- 
vestments. From reports, it has 
little to worry about the ‘Country 
Doctor’ idea turning out a clicker. 
Sales chart of the mouth-wash 
mixer has already begun to tell the 
story, this in face of a trade’s cus- 
tomary downward trend in the sum- 
mer time. 

Rural medic created and played 
by Phillips Lord is far from being 
a keenly cut, human piece of char- 
acterization. Like the Seth Parker 
figment, it travels in a single, mo- 
notonous groove. Whatever the 
situation, action or surrounding 
characters introduced, they merely 
serve as cues for the typical Phil- 
lips Lord routine of mawkish senti- 
mentalizing; tidbits of homely 
philosophy and tabloid sermons. 
Even when he resorts to an anec- 
dote there invariably is the moral 
point to take the place of the gag 
line. 

But at the same time it’s the 
stuff that has built up a tremendous 
appeal across the country. Not 
among the discriminating, worldly 
or sophisticated, to whom after the 
first spasm it could only rate as so 
much pap for the invalid. But it 
happens that the Lord appeal is di- 
rected toward the invalid, those in 
middle age or beyond, single in 
either body or soul or both, to whom 
any sort of solace is welcome balm. 
And Lord has perfected the art of 
feeding it to them. 

That invalid observation connects 
up the commercial angle. Particu- 
larly strong is the attraction of the 
Lord vaporings among the neuras- 
thenic. Certainly a logical infer- 
ence. And there is no type more 
careful and solicitous of his or her 
health than this class of folk. Hence 
the natural reaction of the claims 
of the antiseptic’s plug. Odec, 


EDDIE WALTERS 

With Cis and Harry Harding 
Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 

Eddie Walters tells gags—any- 
body’s—and play a uke, while Cis 
and Harry Harding accompany him 
at the pianos in a sustaining pro- 
gram over WMCA. It’s lucky the 
announcer mentions Walters’ dy- 
namic personality, otherwise it 
wouldn't be noticed. 

Walters is just another breezy 
gag-and-songster of the air who 
has no conception of what consti- 
tutes ether comedy and, worse than 
than, is careless about the age of 
his material and its source. He re- 
peated one of Richy Craig’s bits 
word for word, among others. 

The Hardings play interesting 
pianos in their solo chance and al- 
ways flatter Walters with their ac- 
companiment, Bige. 





MARY WILLIAMS 
Soprano 
COMMERCIAL 
WGES, Chicago 

A certain melodic lilt to her voice 
makes Mary Williams easy to take. 
She is the only entertainment on a 
program devoted to promulgating 
repossessed automobiles for sale by 
the G. M. C. finance company. That 
means that between every song the 
announcer describes some alleged 
bargain that can be had for the un- 
paid portion of the mortgage. All 
prices are specified down to pennies. 


These smaller’ stations make 
practically no pretense of being 
anything but an advertising 


medium. Copy runs as high as 75% 
and seldom does’ entertainment, 
whether animate or canned, get 
better than an even divvy on the 
time. .-Nobody ever did, or ever 
could, make a reputation broadcast- 
ing under such conditions. It’s like 
being buried in the classified sec- 
tion. Land, 


FABELLO TO ALBEE 

Phil Fabello’s pit orchestra opens 
at the RKO-Albee, Brooklyn, July 
30, shifting there from the Coli- 
seum, New York, where Fabello 
was somewhat of a local institution 
for over two years. 

Coliseum goes 
July 22. 


straight sound 





Show Boat on Wax 


Ben Selvin, NBC musical director 
and recording manager for Colum- 
bia disks, is putting a sound ma- 
chine on Bobby Sanford’s Hudson 
River Show Boat this week to make 
a long-playing 5-inch recording of 
how a hybrid nite club-showboat 
revue sounds on wax. 

The long-playing process will be 
marketed as a Columbia disk 
novelty. 
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Ed Scheuing spending his two- 
week vacash around his Long Island 
baliwick., 

Jeanne Lang, one-time screen 
songstress, with Jack Denny at the 
Waldorf roof. 

Eileen Douglas, the Neva Cream 
program producer, used to be in 
dramatic stock. 

Lily of the Valley Camp Meeting 
Quartet debuts next week over 
WRNY, New York. 

Keinald Werre:ntaut: © gwAc marr 
Park tells reporters there is ‘too 
much boop-a-doop on the radio.’ 
Thomas Burley would like to put 
those Friday nights at Vivian John- 
son’s on the air for WCAP, Asbury. 
Earl G. Thomas appointed a v.p. 
of Hampton, Weeks & Marston 
agency in charge of their radio di- 
vision. 

Gus Haenschen, orchestra con- 
ductor, has purchased land in West 
Norwalk, Conn., and is planning to 
erect a home there. 

Brian McDonald, stage juvenile 
and m. c., auditioning at WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, trying to land a sponsor 
for a new program. 

Stephanie Diamond, WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, being advertised by a couple 
of commercial sponsors as ‘the most 
beautiful girl on the air.’ 

Glenn Boundy, former engineer at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, is now chief en- 
gineer of the new transmitter at 
WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va. 
‘Whispering’ Jack Smith sympa- 
thizes with the overnight radio sen- 
sation who goes on a spree of pent- 
house and motor car buying. 

It’s an elephant complex with 
John Royal. Has his desk covered 
with many reproductions of the 
pachyderm, most of them glazed in 
green. 

Jo Ransen, Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ the- 
atrical and radio columnist and also 
‘Variety's B’klyn correspondent, did 
his stuff on WABC describing the 
Coney Island fire. 

Mark Chisholm, formerly of the 
production staff of KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, has been added to the CBS 
staff under Burt McMurtrie, Pitts- 
burgh’s first radio ed. 

Aline Berry and Peter Dixon, for- 
merly the Joan and Kenneth of 
‘Raising Junior’ on WJZ, are now 
playing in stock with the Playhouse 
Players, Stamford; Conn. 

Bob Goldstein manages Abe Ly- 
man, east, and Leonard Goldstein, 
his brother, manages Phil Harris’ 
orchestra on the Coast; also Frank 
Hazzard, who went to California 
under L. G.’s wing. 

L. B. Wilson, pres. of WCKY, 
Covington, Ky., in New York this 
week catching cooling breezes on 
40th floor of Waldorf-Astoria be- 
tween sessions concerning his radio, 
theatre and other business inter- 
ests. 
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West 


Bing Crosby wears.either a hat or 

~ Serene. 
»we Serry back on Broadf: 

Club of KDYL in charge of i 

John Held, Jr., and wife, Visiting 
a home town, interviewed by ‘Vae 
riety’ mugg, Phil Lasky .DY 
Salt Lake City. cues 

Kenneth G. Ormiston, KNX tech- 
nical director, back in Hollywood 
from an eastern trip preparing for 
station’s wattage increase. 

Brass Rail club has wire into 











pe ONE *anee. Weh “eae Mali: yeth om 
nights Anson Weeks and other Don 
Lee programs released from west 
coast. 

Earl Glade, KSL manager, and 
Bishop Sylvester Q. Cannon (LDS 
Church), KSL president, in Wash- 
ington in connection with 50 kw 
permit. 

Jerry Lynton, who has been di- 
recting the programs of ‘Chandu the 
Magician’ for Earnshaw Young, will 
direct East Indian pageant in con- 
nection with the Olympic Games at 
Los Angeles. 


South 


Bascom Hopson appointed secre< 
tary and treasurer of WAPI, Bir« 
mingham. 

Howard Blanton, assistant oper- 
ator WHAS, Louisville, visiting in 
New Mexico. 

George Weiderhold, WHAS pro- 
gram director, back from vacation 
trip to Detroit. 

E. D. Bryant, former chief en- 
gineer WHAS, Louisville, expected 
to go to KDKA. 

Truman Stanley and Jimmy Bitt- 
ner, members of ‘Oh Kay’ company 
at National, sang over WHAS, 
Louisville, this week in ad cam- 
paign. 

Geraldine Thompson, pianist of 
WHAS, Louisville, and Dorothy 
Thompson, secretary to Credo Har- 
ris, manager, left for trip to Holly- 
wood this week. 

No union musicians are now 
playing over WHAS, Louisville. 

Barbara Weeks, new leading 
woman of National Players, inter- 
viewed over WHAS Friday before 
her debut by Dan .Thompson, film 
critic of the ‘Times.’ Miss Weeks 
said first trip to Louisville, but old 
hand at stock in South. 

WLAP is trying to obtain 1,000 
watts power on wavelength of 940 
meters in order to take over NBC 
programs for this vicinity. WFIW 
at Hopkinsville now has 940 chan- 
nel, but George Jaspert, manager 
WLAP, Louisville, has better claim 
in view of wider audience, WLAP 
was recently bought from Chicago 
interests by the American Broad- 











casting Corp. of Kentucky. 











| Little Bits 


from Air 








New note in the Ben Bernie broad- 
cast last week was the inclusion of 
Vivian Janis. It’s the first time the 
ole maestro has used a femme vocal 
soloist, and not a bad idea, giving a 
bit of variety to his stuff. His 
‘Bungalow, Piccolo and You’ num- 
ber, incidentally, ought to go nicely. 
It’s the nuttiest yet. 


Four Eton Boys on WABC might 
do well to watch their comedy num- 
bers. Comedy, in a team of this 
type, is a necessity, but ought to be 
good and not too forced. 

Two of the six numbers they used 
on a recent pickup were of the hu- 
morous genre by courtesy only. 








Noble Sissle has made quite a 
thing of that ‘Noah's Ark’ number. 
He’s used it pretty constantly for 
the past year both on his WABC 
broadcast and at the Park Central 
hotel, but it’s not worn off its wel- 
come. Curious, too, because it’s not 
the sort of thing one expects from 
the silky-voiced Sissle. 





From Hollywood over CBS, Burns 
and Allen did their nincompoop 
nonsense, Gracie Allen waxing 
sappier than ever and proportion- 
ately more effective. This effect is 
heightened by a judicious applica- 
tion to the nitwit sense of comedy, 
hooking it up in timely fashion with 
the current Olympics. 

From New York the Guy Lom- 
bardos did their usual mellow musi- 
cal stint on the eve of another ‘pre- 





miere’ for the band, a return to Pa- 
villion Royale. Their ‘Paradise’ was 
an especially effective orchestra- 
tion. 





Jack Benny is the big disappoint- 
ment of the air. It may console 
Benny to know that his professional 


well-wishers seem to be many, 
judging by the continual regrets 
over his disappointing 





as an ethereal m.c. But in pacing 


the Canada Dry program he falls 
decidedly flat. 

Nothing can overcome that micro- 
phonic reaction. Try as George 
Olsen and Ethel Shutta and a flock 
of laughing stooges will, their prop 
ha-ha’s don’t help make Benny’s 
stuff funny. 

The same general flatness goes for 
the rest of the program. Benny tries 
to pun about Fran Frey (one of Ol- 
sen’s soloists) and Miss Shutta 
sings solo and double with others 
of the band personnel, but the gen- 
eral result is blah. 

The primary fault is really not so 
much that of the talent as the for- 
mula pattern of the Canada Dry 
programs. It’s another disappoint- 
ing example of what up-to-date 
1932 program should not be. 





Ruth Etting and Norman Broken- 
shire had just been crowned queen 
of a radio popularity contest as 
songstress and head man among the 
announcers, respectively, in Nick 
Kenny's ‘Mirror’ voting, so it lent 
a little glamor to the Chesterfield 
program when both did their stuff 
on the commercial. They had just 
come from a coronation at which 
Mayor Walker presided and the 
Chesterfield half hour was accord- 
ingly highlighted. 

Miss Etting is still among the 
foremost song delineators, intelli- 
gently interpreting the average pop 
lyric in a manner to lend it a dis- 
tinction all its own. She continues 
a fine song style, especially for mic- 
rophonic transmission. Nat Shil- 
kret’s orchestra is modestly in or- 
chestral support. 

Georgie Price’s energetic singing 
on the Chase & Sanborn tea quarter 
hour is in line with the new belief 
among the sponsors that it’s better 
to make ’em wait to listen to you 





deportment | Unseen 


or tune out rather than have the 
audiences merely sit back 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Sponsor's Wife Can't Do the Tango, 
‘So Tangos Are Taboo on Program 


A 
ef 





It’s no more tangos for a certain 
account carried on the NBC sched- 
ule, because the bankroller’s wife 
has found tkem too intricate to 
dance to. Program sponsor frankly 
explained to the leader of his ether 
orchestra how the missus felt about 
that type of tootsie warmer and 
said he figured that it would be 
better to let her have her way than 


Mave io’ siting” wrangling aBout it 


across the dinner table. 

Manufacturer, it seems had 
parried the wife’s objections with 
counter arguments that referred 
to the listeners’ tastes until she 
showed him the results of a poll 
she had taken at one of her 
parties, and it was then he decided 
to give her the decision. Guests 
had been asked to vote on what type 
of dance music they least preferred 
as well as the other extreme, and 
the count turned out badly for the 
tango. 

Orchestra leade: advised his 
check-signer that it would be okay 
with him, but said he was curious 
to know something about: the cir- 
cumstances about the balloting. 
Wasn't it possi>le, he asked, that 
the wife had expressed her aversion 
for the tangu just before the vote 
was taken and the guests, prefer- 
ring not to offend the hostess, had 
re.cted accordingly? Sponsor §re- 
plied it was very likely that hap- 
pened, but the fact that she had 
gone to all that trouble to con- 
vince him was enough to assure 
him that he mijiit as well yield to 
her wishes. 











AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW HEADLINING FOR 
_ POST TOASTIES 
WIZ AND NBC NETWORK 
Coast to Coast 

















JOHN 


SHEVLIN— 


(TENOR) 
Tune in on WOR 


Every Monday, 11:15 A. M. 








RAYMOND "PAIGE 


Musical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 














PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thaurs., Sat., 8.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOR—Wednesday, 10 P. M. 
Atop Empire State Bldg. 








HAL BECKETT 


ORGANIST 


Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
INDEFINITELY 














Make Elkins Wait for 
Payoff at Calais on L. I. 


A sample of band booking now- 
adays was Eddie Elkins’ opening 
and closing in one week on a $900- 
a-week engagement at the Calais 
roadhouse at Lynbrook, L. I. Not 
only did Elkins have to wait for 
his money, but he invested $250 for 
uniforms for the band. 


Joe Gransky of the Arrow ticket 
agency, one of the bosses, starting 
squawking the third day or so when 
business was bad, wanting to know 
about the CBS wire which Elkins 
thought he could get into the road- 
house. Elkins stated it takes a 
week or two, but under the circum- 
stances he asked to be let out. 


British Publisher Is 
Appalled at Conditions 


In Music Biz Here 








Irwin Dash, American song plug- 
ger who made good in London, is 
in New York on a business trip 
representing the Dash Music Co. 
of London. This is a newly or- 
ganized subsidiary of Campbell- 
Connelly, with the three on an equal 
split. Dash was formerly profes- 
sional manager for C-C. 

Dash returns on the ‘Minnetonka’ 
Aug. §& While here he is picking up 
American songs for British publica- 
tion. Dash is appalled at the off 
business conditions in the music biz, 
whereas abroad the music indus- 
try is not so bad off. 

This is explained by only a mini- 
mum of dance music on the radio 
with the result that the disks alone 
yield $20,000 or so on a big hit. 
Here the mechanicals don’t earn 
$2,000 on a present-day American 
song hit because there’s no reason 
to buy records when there’s so much 
free music on the air by the cream 
of the recording orchestras. 

Dash’s first British publication, 
‘Whistling Mary,’ by Ray Leslie and 
Clay Keyes, is being arranged now 
for American publication. 


. Jimmy Campbell of C-C is due in; 


New York next week from a West 
Indies cruise. 


ANYWAY ONE’S GOT A 
DIME; OTHER’S BROKE 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Battle looms between DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson, as publish- 
ers of ‘Not A Penny In My Pocket, 
But I'm A Millionaire,’ and James 
Brockman, local publisher of. ‘With 
A Dime In My Pocket And You, 
I'm A Millionaire” Ben Berman, 
local D.B.&H. rep, asked Brock- 
man to communicate with Bobby 
Crawford in the New York office 
and effect a compromise and a re- 
lease on the western number, but 
Brockman preferred to go ahead 
and publish his song. 

Eastern number was first issued 
in advance copies six months ago, 
with lyrical idea on. both being 
parallel and in some lines identical. 
Allie Wrubel wrote ‘Penny,’ while 
Brockman and Leonard Stevens are 
responsible for ‘Dime.’ 











SCHOLL FINDS OUT 


San Francisco, July 18. 
Fred Scholl, organist, is back 
from Hawaii where he worked for 
some time. 
After taking a look at music sit- 
uation here, he’s decided to go in 
for handwriting analysis via radio. 











po ary 
BARBARSOLOIST 
Tues.-Thurs. 7.30 P. M. Management N.B.C. 














KUZNE 
NIC 


TZOFF 
OLINA 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 


Gill at Woodmansten; 
Barris’ Price Too High 


Emerson Gill's orchestra with Art 
Jarrett, radio songster, succeeded 
Russ Columbo at Woodmansten Inn, 
N. Y., because Harry Barris, who 
was hottest for the spot, 
|} too much. 
| Barris held out for $600 for him- 
jself and $2 extra per man per 
broadcast in addition to the $92 
}union scale for the engagement. 
That meant an additional $14 per 
man for the radio work or $180 
extra on the week for the band, 
which was too much of a nut. 

That $2 radio broadcast thing 
isn’t strictly adhered to nowadays 
so long as the rest of it is scale, 
but Barris insisted on rigid union 
scaling. 


RADIO REVIVES 
6 FOR REMICK 


Remick has started reviving a 
flock of the old ones, each slated 
for a new modern arrangement. 
Already picked for another trip to 
the. sheet market are ‘Japanese 

dman,’ ‘Canadian Capers,’ ‘Sweet 
Georgia Brown,’ ‘Shine On Harvést 
Moon,’ ‘My Chinatown’ and ‘Put on 
Your Old Gray Bonnet,’ the last 
named set for release the latter part 
of this week. 

Radio is responsible for the new 
spurt of life given these compo- 
sitions. Orchestras with their indi- 
vidual arrangements have been plug- 
ging most of them for months over 
the air, creating enough of a de- 
mand, Remick figures, to warrant 
shooting them out on the stands 
again. 

Archie Bleyer, Jimmy Dale and 
Frank Skinner have been assigned 
the rearranging job on the sextet 
from yesteryear. 


Bits from Air 




















(Continued from page 58) 


passively and take in the smooth 
crooning. That’s not good radio ex- 
ploitation, they argue, if they just 
loll back and are passively enter- 
tained by crooners. 

Give ’em rip-snorting, dynamic 
radio songaloging a la Richman, 
Price, et al., is the new idea, and 
make ’em want to listen to the lyric 
variations, parodies, etc., in order 
to make them ear-conscious, simi- 
larly, of the radio message. 


When Price started with Bennie 
Krueger’s orchestral support, he did 
a little logrolling for his C, & S. 
coffee contemporaries, Richman and 
Rubinoff. This has been dropped, 
but .C. & S., in plugging the tea 
brand, doesn’t pass up the oppor- 
tunity to mention the C. & S. ‘dated 
coffee’ in line with the commercial 
plugging. 

Price’s program is built along 
vaudeville lines, although the pat- 
tern, with repetition, becomes rather 
familiar. It’s the same ‘laugh, 
Krueger, leugh,’ salutation, then an 
opening song, a parody, the ad spiel, 
the big punch song (usually a dra- 
matic ballad like ‘King for a Day’ 
or ‘Song of the Fool’), with another 
ad plug, and the finale. Not that it 
isn’t as serviceable—perhaps even a 
bit more so—as any of the others, 
but it’s fast becoming stylized. 





Bernhard Levitow’s sign-off for 
the summer from WOR eliminates 
a genuinely pleasurable musical 
highlight from the air. Levitow’s 
concert musie, with his partiality to 
Viennese waltzes, was an unosten- 
tatious good-will builder for R. H. 
Macy and a fine musical contribu- 
tion to WOR’s high-grade programs. 





Frank and Flo for Salada Tea 
over WOR have the knack of gag- 
ging the advertising down patly. It’s 
getting to be quite a thing, this 
jocose manner of ringing in the ad 
sponsor, and, so far, it’s the hap- 
piest yet. 

The ol’ maestro, Ben Bernie, 
really started it for his Alma Malta. 
Ed Wynn’s Texaco nonsense was 
further in line with it, and Frank 
and Flo, apart from their whole- 
some radio personalities, with the 
pop vocal duets, carry on the idea 
in great style. 








Dubin as Scenarist 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Al Dubin, songwriter, now on the 
Warner payroll as a scenarist. First 
assignment is ‘Radio Girl,’ for Bebe 
Daniels. 

Harry Warren arrived here from 
N. Y. Sunday (17) to write melodies 
for the picture. Dubin also doing 
} the lyrics. 





wanted | 











Compromise Deal for a Yield 
Of $1,250,000 Yearly to Music 


Industry from 





Jacksen Engaging All 


Music Talent for Fox 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Ben Jacksen, who is again in 
charge of the music department at 
Fox studios, is casting all people 
connected with anything musical on 
the lot. This task is taken away 
from Jack Gain, who is studio cast- 
ing director. 

Jacksen is in charge of employ- 
ment of lyric writers, composers, 
vocalists, dance directors, dancers 
and musicians. 

Fox anticipates doing a consider- 
able number of productions with 
musical settings and personnel this 
coming season. 


Robbins Asks for Back 
Class A Money Since 
Demotion by Society 


Having been reinstalled as a 
class A publisher, Robbins Music 
Corp., through attorney Julian T. 
Abeles, has served notice on the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for class A 
money dividends for the two quar- 
ters preceding. 

Robbins had been demoted to 
class D, and, as such, entitled only 
to $2,000 per quarter. As a class A 
firm the quarterly dividend is $8,900. 

With its reinstatement to class A, 
Robbins contends the society’s con- 
cession is evidence the firm should 
never have been demoted. Hence, 
Robbins’ attorneys threaten to sue 








+ 
+ 


la year. 





unless given some $17,000 for the 
two quarterly dividends in dispute, 
instead of the less-than-$5,000 for 
the same periods, which had been 
proffered. 








ENGLAND GOES STRONG 
FOR HILLBILLY STUFF, : 


The hillbilly vogue, now outmoded | 
in America, is big in England, judg- 
ing by the sales of ‘11 More Months! 
and 10 More Days,’ an inconspicu- 
ous hillbilly tune which Hall- and 
Fields started on the radio in Amer- 
ica and which their private publish- 
ing firm, the Piedmont Music. Co., 
started in America. It’s the sensa- 
tion of England, with the result that 
Cambell-Connelly is buying up the 
entire Piedmont catalog. 

Southern Music Co., Victors’ own 
publishing subsid, was after the 
same catalog for England. 

In England also a peculiar psy- 
chology is making the British song- 
writers turn out ditties about Dixie 
and the American states. They go 
big also abroad, probably for the 
same reason that American men- 
tality reacts to anything concerning 
Paree or the Orient or Viennese. 














Heidt’s 8 Coast Wks. 


San Francisco, July 18. 

August 5 is set as the opening 
date for Horace Heidt’s band at 
RKO Golden Gate. Home town boy 
is signed with RKO for eight weeks, 
probably to be split between the 
Gate and Oakland Orpheum. 

House pit bands go out for length 
of Heidt’s run. 





Lofner to Bal Tabarin 
Los Angeles, July 18. 
Carol Lofner’s band moves into 
the Bal Tabarin, North beach nitery 
in San Francisco, July 19. 
Last at the St. Francis hotel. 





Radio Almost Set 


Latest proposition made by the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers to the American Society of 
Composers would increase the lat- 
ter’s income from radio by $250,000 
Reported that the ASCAP 
has okayed this additional annual 
yield and the broadcasters’ reps are 
now trying to get the association’s 
membership to put its stamp of 
approval on the agreement. 

Offer to solve the station tax 
problem in a way that would give 
the society around $1,250,000 from 
that source the coming year was 
tossed on the table during a meet- 
ing between the two groups of ‘ne- 
gotiators here last week. Tax ar- 
rangement that the ASCAP had 
in mind originally would, it was 
figured, double last year’s slightly 
over $1,000,000 take from _ radio 
privileges. 

Understood that the vote to ac- 
cept the $250,000 tilt barely passed 
muster among the governors of the 
ASCAP, with a vehement minority 
group arguing that the Society, ac- 
tuated by present business condi- 
tions, appeared too anxious to set- 
tle the matter with the broadcast- 
ers and so start cashing in on the 
revised scale of income. 

Understood, also, that the lesser 
publishers and writers deem this 
increase too meagre and are op- 
posed to any flat-sum deal. A 
royalty arrangemént, pro rata per 
station, on a licensing deal, is pre- 
ferred. 

Tax chart originally decided .upon 
by the society,”*that was to go into 
effect June 1, called for a 3 to 5% 
fee on a station’s commercial busi- 
ness. 
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Broadcasting from 
LINCOLN TAVERN 

Chicago, ii. 


Wed.-Fri, 10:30 te if C.D.8. 
Columbia Network via WEN 








Personal Management 
IRVING MILLS 
Mills-Rockwell, Ine. 

799 Seventh Ave., New York 














AND Hi/. 
BLUE RNYTHM BAND 
PLDI II IIIS 


Broadcasting from 
COTTON CLUB, New York 
Mondays (1.45-12 p.m. E.S.T. 

Wednesday and Fridays 

12 te 12.30 p.m. 
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Personal Management 
IRVING MILLS 

, 4 Mills-Reockwell, ine. 


}—_______—_—_——#@ 77) Seventh Ave., New York 
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and 4 i: 


COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Pervenat Representative 
THOMAS ©. ROCAWELA 


Mills -Rochwell Inc. 
799 Seventh Ave New Yore 


9:15 P.M., Mon-Thurs. 

























WED. SAT. 
Management 


MILLS-ROCKWELL, 


GLORIFYING /4e ¢ POPULAR SONG 


Posrom 


LUMBIA-COASTTO-COAST NETWORK 


1© TO 10:15 E.S.7. 
INC. 





799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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Bands and 


without charge. 


P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance ha 





(Week of July 18) 


Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 
For reference guidance, initials represent: 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


Orchestras 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 
il, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 








A 


Aaronson, Irving, Frolics C., 
Calif. 

Agnew, Chas., Edgewater Beach H., Chi- 
cago. 
Albert, 
MF. <. 
Allen, Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 

Alsdorf, U. J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Almaro, Jos., New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Arand, Henry, 643 Broad St., Newark. 


Culver City, 


Jules, CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 


Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 

Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 
Armbruster, J. I, ¥e Buffalo. 
Arnheim, Gus, The Dells, Morton Grove, 
Chi. 

Aster, Alex, Willard's R., 308 S. Mich- 


fgan Ave., Chicago. 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 
Austin, S., Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 
Axt, Dr. Wm. M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 
B 


Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Bailey, Earl, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 
Ballew, Smith, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Rard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, B., 330 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 
Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miamf!. 
Rartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 Sth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Barsley, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk, L. I. 
—— Jos., 65 No. 14th St., 
» de 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 
Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Newark, 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 
Baum, Oscar, Chinese T., L. A. 
Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), 3 Mohawk 
8t., Cohoes, N. Y. 
cad T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Reecher, Keith, College Inn C.. Chi. 

Belasco, Leon, WABC, N. Y. C. 

Bell, Jimmie, Green Mill B. R., Chicago. 

Renavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 

Benford, Jack, Jack & Jill Tavern, Port- 
land, Ore. 

Bennett. Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House, Chicago. 

Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland, Ore. 
i W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 


Berger, Jack, Astor H., N. Y. C. 

Berger, W. J., 3449 Penn Ave., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Youngstown, O. 
Bernie, Ben, Albee T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Bestor, Don, Variety, N. Y. . 
Bingham, T. W., 18 9. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R:, Rochester. 
Biack, Ted. Village Barn C.. N. Y. C. 
Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 
cago. 

Bob's Sunnysiders, 80 E. Haverhill St., 
Lawrence, Mass. 

Borowsky, Jasha. Biltmore H., L. A. 
Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 

Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 
Mass. 

Boyle, Billy. Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 

Brandy’s Singing Bd., Palmer’s Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 
Brashin, Abe, KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 

Breslow, Hy, KGW, Portland. 

Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 
‘ mad Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
roit. 

Prewer, Ted, Yoeng’s R., B’wa 1s 
ee Sh ed 4 a 

Brodie, Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
dale, N. Y. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh: 
Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 


cisco. 
semangite, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 
Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. Y¥. Cc. 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 S. 6th St., 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck, Vern, Wil-Shore B. R., Chi. 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main St., 
Akron, O. 
Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T., Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee, 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol ‘Key. te Be Ge 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

ed so Rick, Amesbury, Mass, 

urke’s Canadians, New Constan { 

H., Kingston, Jamaica. apres 
Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. 
Burtnett, Earl, Club Forest, New Or- 


leans. 
Lido Venice H., 


Terre 


Burns, Jimmy, - 
—. Ont. ~— 
utcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N I 

Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane, 


Cc 


Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. Y. G 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J. 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon’s B. R., Chicago, 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 Bway, N. Y. C. 
Carr Bros., 2137 Guiyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bldg., N. Y. C. 


Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
Williamsport, 


Casale, M., 140 Pine St., 


College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 
land 

Columbo, Russ, RKO Palace T., Nv. F. & 
Condolori, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 


Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. ? 
Conley, Vin, Parody Club C., Chicago. 
Conrad, H., 1088 Park Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Cooley, Fritz, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. : 

Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston. 
Cox, Geo., KGFJ, L. A. 


Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, N.Y. 


Crawford, “Ruzz.’’. 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave., N. W., Washington. 

Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kane. 


Cullen, S. E., 314 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 

Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Louisville. 
Cummins, Bernie, Trianon B. R., Chi. 
Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. ¥ 


D 
Dahl, Ted. KMTR. Ho!lywood, 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattle. 


Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 


D'Artri’s Orch., 51 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn, 
Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ton H., Washington, D. C. 

Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Davis, Eddie, 1650 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C 


DeForest, Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
Ore. 

Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Blidg., 
Detroit. 

Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B'way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuca, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Denny, Claude. Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.Y¥.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Devron, George, Stevens Hotel, Chicago. 
Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
field, Ill. 


Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Conn. 
Domine Orcn,, 22 4th st., Troy, N. 1d. 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

Dornberger, Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 


real. 
Celesium B. R., 


Doty, 

ash. 

Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B'way and 
49th St., N. Y. C. 

Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Duerr, Dalph. 11404 Orville Ave., Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C. 


E 


Edmunds, Glen, Elk’s C., lL. A. 
Kisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonial R., 
Boston. 
Ellington, 
ton Grove, ° 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 

English-Gibson, Boulevard T., L. A. 
Eichhorn, Geo., McElroy’s B. R., Seattle. 
Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 

Evans, Billy, KTM, L. A. 

Everett, Ilume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


Mike, Tacoma, 


Duke, Lincoln Tavern, Mor- 


Fabregas, Geo., Silver Slipper C., L. A. 
Fain, Elmer, Club Royale, L. A. 

Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 

Farrell, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. ilth St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Coliseum T., AB * 
Farr, Aaron, Miami Beach Country C., 
Miami Beach. 

Feldman, Joe, 1063 E. 98th St., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Ferdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge St., 
Kalamazoo, Mich, 

Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood, 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., S. F. 
Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 





174 Beacon St., Portland, 
Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 

Foote, R.. Stevens H., Chicago. 

Forbes, Alex, KOL, Seattle. 

Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester. 


Four Horsemen, Uptown Village Club, 


Chicago. 
Freed, Carl, 20 S. Orange Ave., Newarx. 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass. 


Fricdman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
_ Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 
Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, Cinn. 


Funk, L&atry, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Furlett, Frank, Club Alabama C., Chi. 
G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galliocchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 


%. Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th 8t., Lin- 
eo ne. D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, , oy Alcazar H., Miami. 
Casson, Pep, Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Castro, Matiolo, Naclonsie it. Mavana. ofieidt, AL, 117 8. N. J, Ave, Altanttc 
Cavallave, 3. pee ® sym ta ye _ Gerun, Tom, Montmartre C., S. F. 
Haven. Gill, Emerson, Woodmansten Inn, Pel- 
- named ay ga Club, Pittsburgh. ate Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 
fae. ne Bilg.. | Giuee, Brack, Devwslt Tacht C., Deteott. 
oe Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. Gillet, Albert, KGW, Portland, Ore. 
0-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 


leans. 


Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City 


Christie, H. J., 1881 N. O 

Loulsville. — 
Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, 


Clarke, Bob, 1660 Roxbury Ra 


(B), C 
lumbus, O. z 


Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 


Beach, Cal. 

Clary, Sonny, Showboat C., L. A. 
Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnati 
Coakley, Jack, States Hofbrau, S. F 
Coakley, Tom, 
land, Cal. 
Coburn, Wm., Blue Mouse T., Seattle. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa 
Coleman, Emil, El Pateo C., N. ¥. C. 


Athens Athletic C., Oak- 


Girvin, Hal., Del Monte H., Del Momte, 
Cal. 
i Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 
yolden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 





“ Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, S. N., 310 E. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 
Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash. 
Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Bidg., De- 
tro't. 
: Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Payv., [f*t. 
Pleasant, N. J. 
trass, Chet, 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 
Trayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
‘ Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 


50th St., 


R., Bay Shore 








Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St., Davenport, Ia. 
Grier, Jimmy, Ambassador H., Il. A. 
Gross, Preant. McElroy B., Portland, Ore. 


Grosso, Paul, Arlington H. Colorado 
Springs, Col. 

Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed., 36 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 


W.. “ido C., 8. F. 
Valencia T., Baltimore, 


Gunsondorfer, 
Gutterson, M., 


H 


Haas. Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., N.Y.C. 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Inn, 183 N. 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. 
Hall, George, Taft H., N. ¥. C. 

Hall, Sleepy. MCA, Chicago. 

Hallett, Mal, Lawrence, Mass. 
Hammond, Jean. Sky Room, Milwaukee, 
Hamp, Johnny, Belle Rive H., Dallas. 
Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
ham, 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison, J., (Rendesvous, Toronto. 

Hart, Ronnie, “British Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, B. C. 

Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., S. F. 
Hatch. Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 

Haney, Al. 26 Capital St., Pawtucket, 
Rn.’ Zz. 

Haynes, Joe, Roseland B. R., N. Y. C. 
Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 139th St., N. ¥. C. 
Henderson, Gordon, KGFJ, lL. A. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henningsen, Walter, KOMO, Seattle. 
Henry, Tal., c-o NBC, Til Sth Ave., 
34.2%. ©: 

Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman St., Pitts- 
burgh, 

Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 


Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo, 
Hogan, ‘Tweet, Chanel Lake, III. 
Hoilowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
Del. 

Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.Y. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Holst, Ernie, Post Lodge, Post Lodge, 
Larchmont, N. Y. 

Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B'way and 
N.-¥.-G 
Chas., 


Is 


Houston, Monmouth Beach C., 
J 


: Howard, Herold, Canyon Hotel, Yellow- 


stone. 


Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 


Hueston, Billy, 1658 B'way, N. Y. C. 
Hutton, J. W., Coronado H., San Diego, 
Cal. 


Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bldg., N. Y. C. < 
I 


Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
W. Va 


New Britain, 
Md. 


Irving, E., 
Conn. 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, 
Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 
Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

lula, Ruflino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


Jackson's Jazz, 13 Chestnut St., Glovers- 
ville, N. Y. 

James, Harry, El Capitan T., Hollywood, 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
Jansen, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 

Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 
LJ 


Lyceum T., 


; Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C 

Jockers, 1430 N. 
A 


L. . 

Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 

Johnson, Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 
Ore. 
Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Joly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Ambassador, Atlantic City, 


N. J. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jimmie, Bal Tabarin, 8. F. 
Joyce, Jerry, KFWB, Hollywood. 


K 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kassel, Art, Bismarck H., Chicago. 
Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon, 
Pa. 

Kay, Herbie, Blackhawk C., Chicago, 
Kayser, Joe, Marigold B. R., Chicago. 
Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 

Keegan, Ross E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 


as 
Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., Woodside, 
— \ Se - 
Kelly, Earl, Solomon's B., L. A. 
Kelly, Paul, La Granduja C., S. F. 
Kelsey, Carleton, KFWB, Hollywood. 
Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland. 
Kennedy, Harola, Embassy C., Hollywood. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Kentner, H., Benj., Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 
Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 
King, Hermie, Warfield T., S. F. 
King’s Melody, 63 Mueller St., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. 
King, Teddy, Coliseum T., N. Y. CG. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chi. 
Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
Ark. 
Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bidg., Reading, Pa. 
Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kogen, Harry, c/o NBC, 222 North Bank 


Monro, Benton’ Way, 


Dr., Chicago. 
Kosloff, Lou, Paramount T., Oakland, 
Cal. 


Kozals, Jim, Station WLFIL, Chicago. 
Krauskrill, Walt, 347 Claremont Bidg., 
&. F. 
Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H.. Milwaukee. 
Krueger, Bennel, WABC, N. Y. C. 
Krumholz, G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Kyser, Kay, Bamboo G., Cleveland. 
Kyte, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


L 


Lagasse, F., 518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Laitsky. Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 
Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
N. 3. & 

Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 
Lawe. Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 
Lee, Baron, 799 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 
Astoria, I. I. 

Lefkowitz, Harry, Casley H., Scranton, 
Pa. 





Seach, N. C. 

Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Lido Orch., Suite 56 Loew Blidg., Wash- 


ington, D. Cc. 


Leftwich, Jolly, Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
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Light, Enoch, Village Grove Nut C. N. 
7. © 


Lisbin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 

Lombardo, Guy, Pavillon Royal, 
Stream, L. L 

Lopez, Vincent, St. Regis H.. N. Y. €. 


Valley 


Loveland, Archie, Multenomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 
Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 


Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowry, Ed., Audubon T., N. Y. C. 

Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 
Ludwig, C., ‘Zaza,’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Luse, Harley, Wilson's B. R., lL. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Capitol, N. Y¥. C. 

Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C., Chicago. 


Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St., Dallas. 
M 

Macdonaid, Rex, Coliseum, St. Peters- 

<'Madreguera, Enric, Commodore H., 


Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 


Major, F. J., 3007 34 St., Ocean Parx, 
Cal. 
Makins, Eddie LeClaire C., Chicago. 


Mallory, Ed, Granada C., Chi. 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 
Mannone, Wingy. Manley C., Chi. 
Manthe, Al., 307 N. Francis, Madison 
Wis. 

Marburger, H., 346 Knight St., Reading, 
Pa 


Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red, Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Arts C., 30 W. 
40th St., N. Y. C. 

Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T. ,Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H,, Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


Maltasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich, 


a a Eddie, 80 Crooke Ave., Brooklyn, 


MoCoy, Clyde, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 
McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, E. J., 96 Sylvan St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. C. 
Anarchs James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
awa, 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR, Hollywood. 
McLeon, Mac, Music Box B. R., Chicago. 
McVeas. I. S., 1221 E. 38d St., L. A. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis. 
Meo, Jimmy, Colosimos, Chicago. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Merrick, Mahlon, c/o NBC, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 

ae M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 


Meyer Oscar, Phila- 
delphia, 

Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila, 
Meyers, Louis, Horn's D. H., L. A. 
Mevers. Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle 
Miles, Jack, Parkway R.; Utica, N. Y. 
Miller, J. }*'ranz. Statler H., Detroit, 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO, Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 


4529 Camac St., 


Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 
Mass. 
Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse, 


Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, Md. 
Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass, 
Minich, Ex,, 
ton, Pa. 
Mitchell, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 
Morgan, Gene, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
Wash. 
Molino, Carlos, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Moore, Carl, Drake H., Chi. 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., 
Cal. 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore, 
Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y¥ 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. F. 
a V., 31387 10th Ave. S., Minneap- 
olis, 
Murial, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wali, 

N 


Len Nash's Barn, 


1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 


Long Beach, 


Nash, Len, 
Cal, 
Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane, Wash. 
ngwien, Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 


Compton, 


am A 
Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chicago. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island C., Glen 
Island, N. Y. 

Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. ¥. C. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A, Studio, Holly- 
wood, 

Nolan, Bob, Fisher T.. Detroit. 

Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixie, Chicago. 
Norman. Jess. KPO, S. F. 

Nunez, Salvadore, Paris Inn, L. A, 


Oo 


O'Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

— Orc., 35 Duffield St., Brooklyn, 
O' Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Il. 
Olsen, George, Hollywood Gardens, Pel- 
ham Road, Westchester, N. Y. 

Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 

Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 

Original Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 


Es is 

Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 


Osborne, Will, Playland, Rye, Westches- 
ter, N. Y. 
Owens, Harry, Westwood Ho H., Phoenix, 
Ariz. 
Pp 


Paige, Ray. Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie. Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Panico, Louie, Guyon'’s Paradise B. R., 
Chicago. 

Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North St., 
Indianapolis. 

Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 

Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 

Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi’s R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 

Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
— Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 
xy. 

Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
“re Frank, Flagler H., Fallsburg, 


Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-tne-Fines, 
Evergreen, Colo, 
Peterson, Len, KGA, Spokane, Wash. 


Pettis, Jack, New Yorker H., N. Y. C. 
Peyton, Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 
i 


Peterson, B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
Ind, 
Pfeiffer's Orch., 
ledo. 


1342 Palmetto Ave., To- 





Phittbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad. Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind, 


——s 


Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, lly 
Pometti, V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. a. 
Pontrelll, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. j 
Pontrelli, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean 

Cal. 

Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C., Chicaga, } 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince, Graham, Palais D’or R., 48th and 

B’way, N. Y. 

Pullen, R. E., 1365 Sellers St., Frankfor® 

Phila, 

- j 


Quaw, Gene, Cosmopolitan H., Denver, j 
R <" 


‘ 
masoten, Jack, Station WOL, Washingtom 
Radin, Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Cul 

pe o, Culver Citmy 


Radriguez, Jos., KFI, lL. A. 
Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N. Y. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave., Coun 

Bluffs, Ia. 

Read, Kemp, 589 Ashley Blyd., w 
ford. Mass. ’ eae 

Redman, Don, Loew’s State T., N. Y. eo 

Reese, Gardner, Hollywood C., Tonaf 

wanda, N. Y. 

Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., N. Y. 
Rhythm Roamers, care Chas. Mack, D 
trolt j 
Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. c 
Rich, Fred. CBS, N. Y. C. 

chards, Barney, Uptown Villa 6, 
Rickitts, J. C., Kosciusko, ition _ 
Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit. 
a by me Sylvania H., Phila. 

oanes’ enn, Commodore B. 

Mass. : 
Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R. 
Robinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, O 
Roesner, Walt., Fox T., San Francisco, 
Rhode, Karl, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rogers, Buddy, Pennsylvania H., N. Y. Q&y 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St., N. Y. C. 
Romanelli, I., King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 

Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Miaml!. 


Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th St., N.Y. 

Royal Canadians, Mayflower H., Pal 
Beach, Fla. 

Ruhl, Warney, Michigan Tech., Hougizs 
ton, Mich, 


Ruick, Mel, Manchester T., L. A. 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greensboray 
Russo, Dan, Beach View Garden C., Chi, 


Ss 


Sandval, Tommy, Paramount T., Pore 
land, Ore. 

Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Sampson, Ed, Pacific Coast C., Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Sanders, Joe, Sherman H., Chi. 


Sans, P., 216 Ridgewood Ave., B’klyn. 

Schara, C. F., 624 B’way, Buffalo, N. ® 

Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. Y. C. 

Schubert, Ed., 34 Arthur St., Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicagag 

Schwartz, U. J., 819 Court St., Fremonty 


Ohio. 

Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansag 
City, Mo. 

Scott, L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Springe 
field, O. 


aid Frank, 254 President St., Bklyng 
ave . 
Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y. C. 
Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., S. F. 
Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash 
Selvin, Ben, c/o Col. Recording, 55 6t® 
Ave. 
Setaro, A., Granda T., S. F. 
Severi, Gino, Pig N Whistle C, Hollywood, 
Shaw, Carl, Italian Village, L. A. 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur's Taunton, Mast 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Sherwood, Billy, KOL, Seattle. 
Siani, Joe, Fox T., S. F. 
Silverman, D., Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, Sout 
Bend, Ind. 
Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’way, Detroit. 
Sissle, Noble, Pk. Central H., N. Y. C. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, D. CG 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., B’klyn. 
Smith, Les, KMO, Seattle. 
Smith, Rollin, Hollywood A. C., Hollyre 
wood. 
— S., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., Akrong 
o. 
mi ey Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Avag 
NM. 3:63 
South, Eddie, Congress H., Chi. 
Spaner, Frank, La Salle Hotel. Chicago, 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, albany. N. Y. 
Spielman, M., Calais C., N. Y. C. 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B.C... N.Y. C. 
Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Neb. 
Springer, Leon, 184 Livingston St., bKIy Ml, 
Spolidoro, J., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Me 
Windsor, Canada, 
St. Louis Kings, 1823 FE. 95th St., B’klym 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebe 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ane 
tonio, Tex. 
Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, Hollywood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Aveg 
3oston, 

Stokes, Harold, Ei Torres B., Kansag 
City, Kans, 

Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Hollywood. 
Stone, Marty, Radisson H., Minneapoliy 


Story, Geo., Wong’s C., London, Ont. 

Straub, Herb, Buffaio Broadcasting Corpé 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 

Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy St., Chicago. 

Sweetman, KJR, Seattle. 

Sweeten, Claude, Golden Gate, S. F. 


‘s ¥ 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., 
tucket, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., Phila. 

Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal. 

Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffala 

Teeven, Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapids 


Nao 


Mich, 

Thies, Henry, WLW, Cin. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 52 We 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T., At 
lantic City, N. J. : 
Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 24% Cals 
St.. N. E., Philadelphia. 


Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. . 
‘siloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fl@. 
Tobler, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Traveler, Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park 


Cal, 
Tremaine, Paul, WABC, N. Y. C. 
Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Beau Rivage, Sheepshead 
Bay, L. I. ‘ ‘a 
Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R., N.. Y- 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester, 
N. H. 
Turnham, Edith, Janke’s Tavern, L. A. 


U 


* Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miaml, 
Unell, Davis, Alabam C., Chi. 


Vv 


Valente, Val., Marquards C., S. F. 

Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 

Vallee, Rudy, Buffalo T., Buffalo. 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St.. 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Van Steeden, Peter, WEAF, N.Y. Cc. 


New 


Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Ww 
Wadswerth Wheeler, Terrace Garden® 


Chicago 





(Continued on Page 61) 
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Long Choir’ and ‘Holding My Honey’s/and ‘Shanty in Shantytown’ ‘Tw Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. flopped King of Jazz, with Whit man 
’ 's oT Ni Ww a ytown. ©] Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, 3. F. gee starred. Graves says he is kiown 
Hand,’ Feist's . he ight hen Many Tears’ and ‘Auf Weider- Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick S&t., Financial troubles over mort- ad his : blic ‘Ki . tJ ae, 
P « tare. ee Born’ and Donaldson's | sehen’ were also in the first six for Hanover, PO. ieee niece gages have been adjusted to permit a ee ee 
os seein : : a their second month. ‘Silent Love’ pA Lae, panty Fair C., Chicago. secoyd try. 
‘encey similar struggie prevaiie upon | looks strong on the upgrade. Aside Vo fe, Rube, c-o Fanchon & Marco, 2 . 
Cagas the disc sales. Lists of no two com- | from these, nothing selling with any "Wolohan, Johnny, E! Patio B. R.. 8. F. Kemp Read and his or-hestra P sdages ee 7 = : 
monty panies carried the same number of | degree of briskness. Price war with} Wrisht, Joe, 410 Mills Bidg., S. F- Shataes pg pe Ma sewingse! Ey 
numbers anywhere near the lead.|20c top re 7 fin Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th St., Bklyn. have opened the new Hotel Naum-jhave sold their music publi: hing 
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N00tg Midwest Doldrums 
Matte Chicago, July 18. 
“4 ao an —— THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTG@ 
remembered in music jobbing cir- OF SALES MADE DURING JUNE BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTR!BUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 
south cles, June seemed better. Actually 
and. upon analysis the improvement 
- was more mirage than substance. 
D. G There was a pick up in dise sales B ' ° ° 
volume due to seasonal influences, 6 Sellers in Sheet Music 
lollpe notably the reopening of those ° 
ws umpteen myriads of rural hide- Reported by Leading Jobbers 
ome aways, summer resorts, etc., many 
Ave of which stock up with new releases 
for their automatic machines. Rip- nN NEW YORK CHICAGO b LOS ANGELES j 
£0. ples from this minor splash pro- ae eens ‘Lullaby of the !.--ves’ ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ ‘Paradis.’ re 
. vided ge _— Rn outward ap- No oe ONG ‘My Silent Love’ ‘Paradise’ ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ hed 
| pearance of activity. ate a ‘Paradise’ ‘Silent Love’ ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ 
eb. Three sheet songs, ‘Paradise,’ | No. 4—SONG ‘Hu Mysel ‘ r F . - — 
KIy Me = ; ‘ a A umming to Myself’ Somebody Loves You Auf Wisdersehen 
Somebody Loves You’ and ‘Goofus,’ | No, B—SONG ‘L 4 5 : 
= . azy Day’ Goofus ‘Silent | ove’ 
Me clung to the macthead. ‘Lullaby of | Qo” @—g0NG 4 : = . . sot -_ 
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Nebs May in New York, breezed in ahead 2s 
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As has been pointed out, it’s most 
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Aves ra My P 3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 
insag Runners-up to the best sellers in Sid ibi £ ‘ ate . . ¥ 
od the Chicago area are ‘My Mom’ and | Side responsible for the major sales only are repo-ted. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
po ‘Humming.’ ‘Mom’ was a May pace- ° : 
sales, bo i 
orp setter, but was elbowed out of the th sides are mentioned: 
elegant half-dozen. - é —e 
Diligent scanning of the musical BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ve Chair,’ ‘Goodbye Blues’ (Mills |‘Sharin’’ (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) ‘Lazy Days’ (Bing Crosby) 
{ ¢ ros. a ai 
4 - - BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘Minnie th» Moocher’s Wedding Day’ |‘Parcdise,’ ‘My Extraordinary Gi-l’|‘Sweet Georgia Bro.sn’ (Bing Crosby) 
enc a se eer racer ns (Cab Caiioway’s Orch.) — (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) : 
=e BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ‘Sweet Georgia Brown’ (Bing Crosby |‘My Silent Love’ (Isham Jones’ Orch.) |‘Geofus’ (Red Nici ols’ Orch.) 
| Music Guide | with Isha 1 Jones’ Orch.) puck 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 ‘My Silent Love’ (Isham Jones’ Orch.) |‘Moon Over Dixie’ (Duke Ellinzion | ‘If it Ain’t Love’ (Poswell Sisters) 
fala, an, (ae Orch.) =” . 19 She 
pidm BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Sharing My Love,’ ‘With Summer |‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ (Enric Medri- |‘Moment in the Dar’ (Guy Lombar os 
. 4g Station Coming On’ (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) guera’s Orch.) Orch.) of 
) We The ong j BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Extraordinary Girl,’ ‘Paradise’ (Guy |‘Lazy Days,’ ‘Happy Go Lucky’ : Bing ‘Paradice,’ ‘Extrao: linary Girl’ «ivy 
oe ' - Sensation ‘ cathe a Lombardo'’s Orch.) _ __|_ Crosby-Isham_ Jones) Lor }ardo’s Orch.) 
he Na 10 ins Dutehme " nk = . ————— = — = — _ ; ———— — . 
Cals T giocss and His FU innati’® COLUMBIA—No. 1 Mediey of Recent Hits (Ted Lewis’/‘In an Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis’ |‘in an Old Shinty‘own’ (Ted L 3” 
he yeasting = xBC chais, Orch.) (Kate Smith) Orch.) <n = 
Fila, L LW. — COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Old Shantytown,’ ‘Sweet Sue’ (Ted | ‘All of Pie’ (Louis Armst ong Ore >.) ‘Chinece Lullaby’ (Paul Whiten «n's 
N and featwl’ zx DAY” op ae Lewis’ Orch.) NEA hss a | _ Grek.) ae ae 
— oack IN THE,° COLUMBIA—No. 8 ‘Mona Lisa,’ Raby 1 Go Dreaming’ | ‘Goofus’ (Dan Russo’s Orch.) ‘Silent Love’ (Roger Wolfe Kaiis 
«THE VPAGE — ONLY (Ro er Wolfe Kahn's Orch.) | __ : ee) a wis 
ade wpe YOU wer < COLUMBIA—No. 4 ‘Crazy Pceple,’ ‘Is | in Love’ (en Sel- |*Kcepin’ Out of Misch cf’ (Louis Ar »- Lovable’ (1: -d McK~-nzie) 
bo ae ay vin's Orch.) __ strong’s Orch.) a i Bee? Sees ek we oO 
ater, «pol DNG AND” COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Voic> in Old Village Choir’ (Ruth Et- ‘Is It Leve? ‘Crazy Pccple’ (len Se!- | Lawd, You Made th> Night Too Leng’ 
tin’) — Sees v: 1s < rch.) ed _(iauis \rmstrong’; Oreh.) 
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; MILLER MUSIC VICTOR—Nno. 4 My Silent Love tuby~ Newm ») ‘Ay Silent Leve’ (Ruby News o's |‘Night Shall Ve Filled With Music,’ if 
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Film Exchange filed 
suit in Municipal Court agains 
Neilson & Knudsen, exhibitors of 
Solvag, Calif., for $332, alleged un- 
paid film rentals. 

Edyth Turnham, orchestra leader, 
filed complaint with labor commis- 
sioner against Jahnke’s Tavern for 
$256, unpaid wages. Was to get 
$100 a week and 15 percent of the 
gross for her band, 


Universal 





B. Wayne Lamont, assistant di- 
rector, says he was promised $25 
a week while working and $100 at 
the end of each picture from Cardi- 
nal Productions, he testified in filing 
a wage claim against the indie com- 
pany. 





Jack Laughlin target of an $18 
unpaid wage claim by Patsy Rae, 
dancer, who says she worked a week 
in San Diego for him, 





Another actor seeking back wages 
from C. C. Burr for work on ‘West- 


ern Express’ is Alex Pollard, claim- 
ing $12.50 due. 





A. S. Goldman, assignee for Na- 
tional Screen Service, brought suit 
for $41 against the Imperial thea- 
tre, Japanese house. 








Microphone Club of America, 
Inc. sued for a $57 printing bill. 
Mary Jane Sloan, bit player, 


wants $10 unpaid wages from C, C, 
Burr. 





Mentone cafe, swank Santa Mon- 
ica beach eatery, took the bank- 
ruptcy road. 





Charles B. Hastings, animator- 
cartoonist, filed petition in bank- 
ruptcy, scheduling liabilities of $8,- 
802 and assets of $555, Formerly 
employed at Universal. 





Metro’s coast key showing of 
‘Huddle’ will be changed to ‘For 
Glory and a Girl’ at the request of 
Fox-West Coast. 





News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 48) 


sets of the Duncan sisters. More 
said to. be frozen in New York 
property, he told creditors in Los 
Angeles, who are owed $405,000. 





Patricia De Long dropped bat- 
tery accusations against her hus- 
band, ‘Fuzzy’ Knight, entertainer at 
the Frolics, Culver City. 





Annulment of her marriage to 
James Huston, broker, sought by 
Betty Lorraine, Hollywood film ac- 
tress, who says she was only 17 
when wedded in Agua Caliente, two 
years ago. 





Death Valley Scotty in Hollywood 
for treatment of his left foot, bitten 
by a spider. 





Coast guard cutters from San 
Francisco to the Mexican border on 
leokout for schooner-yacht Bali, 
said to be taken by Rex Barrera, 
Oakland banker, who made a down 
payment on the vessel, owned by 
the estate of F. W. Murnau. Was 
not to take the ship out until total 
price paid. Thought to be headed 
for the South Seas. 





Evalyn Xnapp announced her en- 
gagement to Donald Cook, Both 
Columbia players, 





Rainbow Division wound up its 
convention at Los Angeles with a 
reproduction of the second battle 
of the Marne, held at the RKO- 
Pathe lot, just 14 years after the 
engagement, 





Agents for Charles Chaplin ap- 
peared before the L. A, County 
board of supervisors to protest as- 
sessment made on comedian’s prop- 
erty, declaring true value was $1,- 
600,000, about $6,000,000 less than 
the assessor’s estimate. Because he 
did not appear personally, super- 
visors turned: down plea but per- 
mitted filing of Chaplin’s affidavit. 





Police looking for a missing em- 
ployee of the Star and Garter, Los 
Angeles burley house, after F. L. 
Wolf, manager, discovered $600 loss 
from the safe. ’ 





Second break between Buster 
Keaton and his wife, Natalie Tal- 
madge, reported following her re- 
fusal to accompany him on a trip 
to Seattle on yacht he purchased 
recently and renamed ‘Natalie.’ 
Wife said to have become seasick 
on a recent trip to Catalina on the 


Mid-West 


Kansas City would by legislative 
enactment limit dance marathons 
to a maximum of 12 hours daily. 
Bill would require any endurance 
contest, including bike racing, to 


were 


RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
%—RKO Vaudeville Acts—1 


LEE SIMS & ILLOMAY BAILEY, 
OLIVE OLSEN, SUNSHINE SAMMY, 
GEORGE BEATTY and Others 


“Week Ends Only” 


with CONSTANCE BENNETT 
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furnish in advance data to the 
health department and to obtain 
from that bureau official sanction. 





Mayor Cermak of Chicago is suf- 
fering from fatigue in St. Anthony’s 
hospital, Visitors gave him a re- 
lapse and his physician thereupon 
barred all callers. 





While 25 early breakfasters ate 
their porridge three bindits stepped 
into Henrici’s, Chicago’s famed 
eatery, and stuck pistols in the ribs 
of Manager James FF. O'Toole. 
They scrammed with around $1,000. 





F. Silverburg, concessionaire, was 
subtracted from a grand in cash by 
five gunmen. “He was returning 
from the Thornton dog track out- 
side Chicago when held up. 





David Foley, 44, calling himself 
an actor, was knifed in the shoul- 
der by an unknown assailant whom 
he refused to name to Chicago po- 
lice. He was taken to Henrotin 
hospital following a street brawl. 





Publishers in St. Louis wanted 
their printers to take 20% reduc- 
tion. Unionists countered with a 
willingness to chip off 10%, Pubs 
were pondering acceptance. 





Sophie ~“ucker barged into Chi- 
cago for a theatrical date and came 
galloping to the defense of Libby 
Holman. ‘She’s a sw2et girl, very 
much respected on Broadway,’ said 
Soph of Lib, 





Having leaped from obscurity to 
temporary notoriety by shooting 
Bill Jurges, Cubs shortstop, Mrs. 
Violet Valli, 21, almost-murderess, 
was bitten by remorse and religion 
at the same time. She returned, 
chastened, to the choir of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Church, Chicago, from 
whose sanctified precincts she had 
strayed to become a cabaret enter- 
tainer and -he chum of baseball 
players. 

Jurges will be back in the game 
in three weeks, his wounds being 
minor, 





Steuben building wherein doth 
repose the super-elegant club of 
that name caught fire and required 
11 companies of Chicago fire lad- 
dies to quench it. 





Stevens Hotel is the latest of 
Chicago’s big taverns to near re- 
ceivership,. Unpaid taxes is the 
cause, 





B. G. Jarvis, 65, describing him- 
self as a magician, beseeched police 
aid to locate his missing bride. She 
did the disappearing act with $160 
of his money, he claimed, 





Lillian Gordoni, radio singer, di- 
vorced Harry Harris, vaudeville 
comic, in Chicago. He kept her up 
until 4 a. m. playing rummy and 
was otherwise cruel and unfunny, 
She alleged. She said his present 
address is the Palace theatre curb- 
stone in New York, 





Loop business men are agitating 
for repeal of the no-parking law in 
Chicago. Under the rules in force 
since 1928, persons driving down- 
town have to pay 50c minimum 
parking fee. Garages have waxed 
fat under the law, but meanwhile 
merchants and theatre men claim a 
| noticeable loss to themselves 
| Caronee the nuisance and expense. 














SNSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESH 


OP—1552 BROADWAY 


Street car lines like the no-parking, 
as it helps them maintain sched- 
| ules and get extra fares. 








A reporter interviewed Charlie 





| Chaplin's youngsters as they passed 
|through Chicago to the Coast. Asked 
lif he would be an actor like his 


|father, Junior replied, ‘No, I'm go- 
ling to be a great actor.’ He is just 
iseven. Both boys speak French and 
| Spanish. 

Lita Grey Chaplin came in from 
her RKO date in Omaha to pick up 
the kids, who are always accom- 
panied by a private detective. 


Amateur Night 


(Continued from page 43) 








on the platform, face pale, body 
rigid with fright. Here comes a 
little fun. This is what the cus- 


tomers have been waiting for. De- 
rision rumbles and threatens to 
burst. Suddenly, inexplicably, it 
subsides into electric silence. 

The good hearted Greenpointers 
have sensed from the boy's expres- 
sionless face, from his blank, un- 
wavering gaze, that he is blind. 

Ye Olde Time Amateur Nights 
have been added to three additional 
neighboring RKO theatres, Dr. Lee’s 
in his Brooklyn heaven, and all's 
right with the Friday night show 
world, 


26 Agencies Out 


(Continued from page 39) 


entiated between good and bad 
agents. 

Many of the agents pointed out 
that if the various cases were de- 
cided on their merits, and if an 
agent’s value is determined by the 
number of acts he has working for 
RKO,: then several agents who are 
out should not be and several who 
are in should be out. 

With last week’s RKO bills as the 
basis for that contention, it was 
shown that four of the ‘in’ agen- 
cies had no acts working, seven 
had only one act playing and two 
offices had two acts on the books. 
In contrast, 11 of the out agencies 
had at least one act working and 
three had three working. 


Comm. As Goat 


General belief on the booking 
floor was that although a few 
changes were made, the final list 
of outs was the same one compiled 
by the boscking office almost a 
month ago. The agents’ commit- 
tee, the goat all the way, appeared 
to be merely carrying out instruc- 
tions, despite that Martin Beck had 
stated the matter would be left en- 
tirely to the agents themselves. 
Few of the out agents are on 
speaking terms with the cutting 
committee. 

The agency thing has been con- 
sidered a problem by the numerous 
Keith and RKO booking regimes for 
years, but this is the first slice of 
importance and the first out of any 
kind outside of a few ineffective 
gestures at reducing the number of 
agents. Each successive booking 
head treated the matter with diplo- 
macy during his term of office and 
always passed the problem down to 
his successor, 


Circuit Precedent 


This is the first time in the cir- 
cuit’s history that one group of 
agents has been permitted to de- 
cide the fate of another by exec- 
utive sanction from the circuit. 
That procedure is what the out 
agents object to mainly. 

Two lists were compiled for the 
cutting purposes. The ‘in’ agents 
are on the No. 1 list and the ‘out’ 
agents on the No. 2. As the No. 2 
agents were calied in by turn and 
notified of their status, they were 
handed a copy of the No. 1 list and 
advised to pick out an office with 
which to associate. That privilege 
is accorded the holders of cancelled 
franchises only and not their assist- 
ants or own associates. If they con- 
nect with any of the remaining of- 
fices they will-be permitted to go 
on the booking floor. Otherwise 
they're out. 

The doubling up process for the 
out agents hardly reduces the num- 
ber of franchise holders, in the 
event all make a connection, but 
merely makes the remaining com- 
mission checks, if any, larger. 

Among the out agents, mostly the 
non-franchised associates, were the 
majority of younger agents of the 
RKO office. The fact that these are 
the agents who go out and do most 
of the digging for new material was 
not taken into consideration in the 
cutting. Some are reported being 
made partners by their franchised 
employees so they can continue on 
the floor. 

Actual cutting was preceded by 
a series of meetings last week. At 











the fimal meeting, attended by all 


future there would be no difference 


agency heads, Beck and George 
Godfrey, booking head, sat in and 
conducted the discussion. The 
agents were asked to present plans 
of their own which might relieve 
the supposed congestion without 
eliminating people who had worked 
in the office for years, Several sug- 
gestions were made, but none ac- 
cepted. 

A strong plea that things are 
tough enough as they are without 
throwing more people out of work 
and a chance to make a iiving, was 
made, but it got nowhere. 

When one of the agents at the 
mass meeting stood up and asked 
‘How can cutting the agents pos- 
sibly help business at the box of- 
fice?’ he was ruled out of order. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 52) 


Monte Carlo girls, Lucille Benstead, 
Elsie Carlisle, Togo, Jack Webb, 
late manager of the Victoria Pal- 
ace, will look after the front of the 
house. It is now rumored Seymour 
will also open twice nightly variety 
at the Winter Garden Aug. 1, 











Aquatic Display 
Paramount's Streatham Astoria 
is presenting an enormous water 
spectacie in two tanks, in which 
will be exhibited competitions and 
trick diving. This is the first time 
a water production has been pre- 
sented on a picture house stage in 
England. 





Hoboken Idea in London 

At the small St. Martin’s they 
tried a ‘comic opera’ July 6, called 
‘The Pride of the Regiment, or 
Cashiered for His Country.’ 

It proved to be a roaring bur- 
lesque, including a _ black-mous- 
tached villain, a sweet-singing 
heroine, a very much abused but 
eventually triumphant hero—a gay 
chorus, a more or less tuneful score, 
crinoline gowns, and so on, Good 
hot weather entertainment. 





Daphne Du Maurier to Wed 

Daphne, 24-year-old daughter of 
Sir Gerald du Maurier, announces 
her engagement to Major Browning 
of the Grenadier Guards. 
She did not follow her father’s 
leaning towards the stage, but that 
of her grandfather, who wrote 
‘Trilby’ and ‘Peter Ibbetson.’ She 
has two full length novels to her 
credit, ‘The Loving Spirit’ and ‘I'll 
Never be Young Again.’ 





German Quota 





(Continued from page 23) 


intensely. Pictures which in normal 
times would run 3—4 weeks will be 
on for the double length of time. 
It is still maintained in Ufa circles 
that a complete understanding 
might have been brought about be- 
tween German and U. S. production 
at the occasion of Adolph Zukor’s 
visit here when he promised to do 
his best to center production of 
German versions in Berlin. Para- 
mount, however, chose Paris, a fact 
which has never been forgotten in 
Serlin. 

Klitzsch’ influence is not only re- 
stricted to Ufa; he really is the big 
leader behind the curtains who uses 
his strong connections in favor of 
Ufa. The third responsible promo- 
ter of the new quota is Dr. Walter 
Plugge, manager of Spio. 

This new regulation is an exact 
copy of the French contingent. To- 
gether with Mr. Delac, the Presi- 
dent of the French Chambre Syndi- 
cale, Klitzch is working on a Ger- 
man-French film understanding, a 
blocke, which in its final result may 
be directed against U. S.A.’s inter- 
ests, 

Canty’s Efforts 


George R. Canty, trade commis- 
sioner of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, is working for American 
interests. Arguments brought forth 
by Canty are supported by influ- 
ential dailies. 

The following statement made by 
Canty aroused much interest in the 
German press: 

‘American film companies in Ger- 
many are greatly upset over the 
new quota bill. 

‘The last business year has been a 
failure from the business point of 
view and the question arises whether 
American companies will be in a 
position to continue their activity 
in Germany. 

‘In view of the fact that German 
pictures in America are not subject 
to any import restrictions (and 
profits derived from these films are 
much larger than generally be- 
lieved) it had been expected that in 


between German and foreign com- 
panies with regard to blind book- 


ing as it is the case in Eng- 
land, and that the question of 
dubbed pictures would have been 


foreign orders to German printing 
companies would have been more 
considered. 

‘It is highly regrettable that in 
view of the extraordinarily friendly 
relations of the industries of the 
two countries during the past 10 
years it does not seem possible to 
bring together mutual interests.’ 

In spite of difficulties caused by 
the contingent bill, representatives 
of American film companies will not 
pull out, but will wait and see. All 
U. S. interests will remain unani- 
mous in the steps to be taken, as 
agreed upon in the meetings held 
at the Bristol hotel under Canty’s 
and Douglas Miller’s chairmanship. 

Independent German theatre own- 
ers will do all they can to fight the 
new regulation through which they 
are made dependent upon large con- 
cerns. 

There will undoubtedly be a 
shortage of pictures in the coming 
season in Germany, the maximum 
of pictures expected on the market 
being 90-100. This figure is far 
from answering existing require- 
ments. Leading German exhibitors 
already are declaring openly that 
the new contingent is an emergency 
decree which if the independent ex- 
hibitors are to survive, must be 
changed in many respects. 


London Chatter 


(Continued from page 49) 








short holiday with her son—the 
future Sir Robert Peel. 

Noel Coward complimenting Rose 
Perfect on her singing, with Miss 
Perfect unaware of his identity. 

Billy and “Elsa Newell booked for 
opening bill at’ Daly’s, and reluc- 
tantly turned down Palladium date. 

Homeward bound = theatregoers 
joined in duck hunt in Leicester 
Square—bird escaped from nearby 
hotel, i 

Mildred Franklyn, of Hayman and 
Franklyn, landed job with Gains- 
borough Films, minus husband, 
Hayman, 

Murray Anderson only one unper- 
turbed about ‘Fanfare.’ Says has 
produced too many shows to worry 
about any. 

Hugh Findlay taking London 
press boys to look over Ufa stu- 
dios, where a Gaumont British pic- 
ture is in progress. 

Joan Gardom, responsible for 
most of dialog in London Film's 
first picture, ‘Wedding Rehearsal,’ 
signed for another. 

Paul Murray, Edward Laurillard 
and Alf Zeitlin deeply engrossed in 
conversation in Leicester Square, 
and West End show likely to re- 
sult. 

Marie Burke’s film test for Gau<- 
mont British has come out perfect- 
ly, and new everybody wants her 
for films, but Marie will go with the 
money. 

Tom Courtiy, Tower’ theatre 
Blackpool representative, for many 
years Sir Alfred Butt’s right-hand 
man, ill and ordered to take a come 
plete rest. 
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OBIT 


OLIVER D. BAILEY 


Oliver D. Bailey, 55, legit pro- 
ducer and theatre manager, died 
after a long illness at his summer 
home, Long Lake, Harrison, Me., 
July 12. Bailey, best known to 
Broadway as the operator of the 
Republic theatre during the long 
run of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ quit the 
business a year ago last winter 
when his ‘The Great Barrington’ 
folded quickly. 

Born in Ohio, Bailey started his 
theatre career collecting tickets in 
a Pittsburgh theatre lobby, later 
going into stock both as actor and 
manager. Bailey’s subsequent op- 
erations as a stock manager car- 


ried him all over the southwest, 

the west Coast and as far noth Etta Rosenberg, 64, the mother of | 
as Alaska, during the gold rush,! Mike and Lou Rosenberg, southern 
His entry into New York around! California theatre operators, died 
1913 found him involved in a pic-|July 13 at Seattle, Wash., from 
ture producing venture, directing | heart trouble. Her husband, two 
for Walter Whiteside and Mrs. | Other sons, Al and Jack, and a mar- 


Vernon Castle, among others. 

String of plays Bailey wrote and 
produced included ‘Branded,’ and 
‘Over Here.’ After giving up the 
Republic he took over the manage- 
ment of the New Yorker theatre 
in 54th street. 


Survived by widow, sister 
several brothers. Interment in 
Maine. 


AMAND MOLL 

Amand Moll, whose career as a 
bandmaster exceeded by three years 
that of John Phillip Sousa,.died July 
15 in his home in Peoria, Ill, at 
the age of 79 years, after an illness 
of a year. 

A native of Germany, he came to 
this country 60 years ago and had 
lived in Peoria since. He was direc- 
tor of the Spencer Military band 
57 years and the Sunday preceding 
his death held the baton ‘at the 
opening of the summer « ¢oncert 
series in Glen Oak park, dedicat- 
ing the first number of that pro- 
gram to Sousa. , 

The Spencer band was. widely 
known throughout the middlewest 
and Mr. Moll’s fame widespread. 
His sister, five nieces and arnephew 
survive. 





NAT 


PHILLIPS 
Seated in his auto parked in a 
city street in Sydney, Australia, 


Nat Phillips, known as‘ ‘Stiffy’ on 
the burlesque stage, suddenly col- 
lapsed and died. 1” 

At the time of his death’ Mr. 
Phillips was preparing a return to 
revue work with his partner, Roy 
Rene. Late actor was just 50 years 
of age and was a nephew’ of the 
celebrated Joe Tolano. He spent 
about 15 years on the American 
stage, being well known over the 
Sullivan-Considine circuit. 

A widow survives. 


JESSIE MILLWAR 


Jessie Millward, 73, '° English 
actress, with a score of hit plays to 
her credit on both sides of the At- 
lantic during the last half ‘of the 
pre-ious century and the early part 
of this, died in London July 13. 

Daughter of Charles Millward, 
writer of pantomimes in thé 70’s, 
she married John Glendenning, and 
three years after her stage, debut 
came here with Henry Irving in 
1884. Last appearance heré Was as 
Clara Stewart in ‘The Girl in a 
Tent? 








CHARLES A. BURT 


Charles Albert Burt, 65, ,manager 
and advance man, died July 13 in 
the Mary Immaculate ‘hospital, 
Jamaica, N. Y. 

A native of New York, Burt 
started in as business agent for 
Clara Morris, later filling a similar 
spot with Anna Held. Last con- 
nection was with H. H. Frazee in 
the management of ‘No, No, Nan- 
ette,’ 

Widow survives. 





THEODORE A. HAHN 
Theodore A. Hahn, 42, staff ar- 
ranger for WLW, Cincy, died in 
Good Samaritan hospital there July 
a3 
Prior to joining the Crosley Radio 





and ; years ago he was with a theatrical 


UARY | 


MIRIAM D. WALLER 

Miriam D. Waller, 27, radio ar- | 
in Gabriels, N. Y. Survived by her | 
mother, Mrs. Anna Waller, a} 
brother, Tom Waller of the ‘Va- 
riety’ staff, and two sisters. 

Burial in Bronxviile, home of the 
Waller family. 

LEOPOLD JORDAN 

Leopold Jordan, veteran journal- 
ist and playwright, died at his home 
in Berkeley, Cal., July 8. 

Jordan did several plays for the | 
late Rose Coughlan and was once! 
manager for Olga Nethersole on an 
Australian tour. 








ried daughter survive. 





Seraphin Maroquin, 30, committed 
suicide by shooting himself in the 
head on a road in Putnam, Conn., 
on July 9. 

Before moving to Putnam seven 


troupe. 
Wife and a daughter survive. 





Mother of Josephine Worth, for- ' 
mer vaudevillian, died July 5 in 
Lakewood, Ohio. 

Miss Worth retired from vaude- 
ville seven years ago to care for her 
invalid mother. At that time she 
was presenting her sketch, ‘Little 
Shepherd of Bargain Row.’ 





Wirs. George Haines, 54, mother of 
William Haines, died July 17 at 
Good Samaritan Hospital, Los An- 
geles, after two weeks’ illness. Sur- 
vived by two other sons and two 
daughters. 








William Gore, Newark, N. J., mu- 
sician, died in Glens Falls, N. Y., 
July 12 from injuries received in an, 
auto smash-up. 





Mrs. Emma Masterson, 75, widow 
of William B. (Bat) Masterson, late 
‘Morning Telegraph’ sports writer, | 
died in her New York hotel room | 
July 12. 





Dennis. Neilson-Terry, 31, actor, 
son of Julia Neilson and brother of 
Phyllis Neilson-Terry, died July 14 
of double pneumonia in Southern 
Rhodesia, Africa. 





Imperial City 





(Continued from page 1) 


were habitual during ‘the’ three 
weeks. 

It was one long unhappy rehearsal 
for the company. Meanwhile the 
producer has telegrams in _ his 
pocket from Groucho Marx and 
Ethel Merman and promises a fall 
revival with these stars, a mew 
cast, and a*new production. Final 
week gross was $2,700. Total ioss 
on engagement not great, however, 
due to the moderate salaries and 
other economies. Probably lost 
around $8,000 on engagement. 

In San Francisco they’re shaking 
their heads because only two dra- 
matic shows are running! 

Skowhegan, Maine, is at least one 
up on Chicago on running theatres. 








On 20% Basis 


Omaha, July 18. 

Old customs prevail at Krug Park 
where labels from food product con- 
tainers are being accepted as script 
money. The label generally is ac- 
cepted as worth 20% of the selling 
value of the article it represents. 
Hence, a label from a can of 40 cent 
coffee will buy 8c worth of fun at 
Krug Park. 

So far, beverage, flour, breakfast 
food, coffee roasting, creamery, 
sausage, dairy, candy and biscuit 
companies are on the list of co- | 
operating companies. 








State Bans Fireworks | 











Corp. station, Hahn had played first 
fiddle in the pits of the Lyric, Albee | 
and Strand theatres there. 

Surviving are the widow and 
three children. 


oe 


FRED BURNHAM 
Fred G. Burnham, 72, n iyor 
Holyoke, Mass., died July 7, He had | 
operated picture theatres in West- 
field and Chicopee. 


of | 


Dubuque, July 18. 

State board of conservation has | 
ordered a statewide all-year ban on | 
all fireworks in state parks. There | 
are 42 state parks with approximate | 
acreage of 7,000. | 

Means that other methods of en- | 
tertainment will have to be devised | 
for special holidays and occasions | 
when populace of the state desires | 


to make merry in beauty spots, 


‘NO TORONTO PAY-OFF, | 


| dered to sell his steeds when Judge 


|The two raiders who gave them- 


COWHANDS STAMPEDE 


Toronto, July 15. 
Disgruntled with their treatment 
in staging the Oakwood Rodeo in | 





tist, died after a long illness July 13 | aid of the unemployed here, unpaid | tion in the local license fee. 


cowboys and Indians of the Welsh | 


Stampede and Rodeo company | 
stormed the Brampton Exhibition 
grounds shortly after midnight and, 
with revolvers cracking, overpow- 
ered the guards of 42 wild bronchos, 
stampeded the animals through the 
streets and drove them far out into 
the countryside. 

Residents trembled in their beds 
as they were awakened by the 
shooting and ‘yippees’ of the riders 
as they herded the broncecs at break- 
neck pace through the deserted 
streets. As a result Welsh has 
sworn out warrants for the arrest 
of 13 alleged members of the raid- 
ing party. Two of the cowboys have 


voluntarily surrendered and are 
now out on $500 bail each. Mean- 
while, provincial troopers are 


searching for the others. 

Welsh maintains that the raiders 
are all from Montana and that the 
Canuck cowboys are quite satisfied 
with their treatment, despite the 
fact that Welsh was haled into 
court at Toronto last week and or- 


Coatsworth declared that ‘humanity 
and not the law must determine the 
treatment of 50 unpaid and unfed 
cowboys.’ 

No one is believed to have been 
injured by the shots, but several of 
the fighters on both sides suffered 
cracked skulls and bruised faces in 
the hand-to-hand struggle for the 
possession of the horses. One de- 
fender was struck by a steel rail. 


selves up stated that the broncs 


|$900 for two 


itwo days recently, advertised that 


‘LAND 0’ COTTON CHILLY 


MINNE.’S HIGH FEE 


$900 License for 2 Days Protested 
By Ringling Show 








Minneapolis, July 18. 
The city council here has taken 
under advisement a plea from Ring- 
ling Brothers’ circus for a reduc- 
Circus 
fee of 





stated the 
days 
that charged by any other city in 
the United States. St. Paul charges 
$350 a day. 

Barnes Brothers’ circus, here for 


representatives 


it would be the only circus to show 
here this summer. Ringling Broth- 
ers, which, incidentally, owns the 
Barnes show, is booked for two days 
in August. 





FOR FAIRS NEXT FALL 


Birmingham, July 18. 

The fair situation in the land of 
cotton for the coming fall isn’t so 
hot. They're all trying, bravely to 
pull through another season, but a 
number have decided not to be so 
brave. 

Financial shape of the various 
states of the South makes it almost 
:impossible for fairs to get state aid 
as in the past. They must get 
along without this mone or not at 
all. 

A number of fairs in Mississippi 
are determined to see the season 
through. They are not hoping for 
profits, but merely to break even on 
expenses. 

At Meridian, Miss., officials have 
issued orders for .no ‘passes, reduced 
fees for exhibits and lower pre- 
miums. 











were being held out of town and 
that the men for whom warrants 
have been sworn will 
They pleaded ‘not guilty’ to theft | 
and trespassing charges. 


DEFICIT NO’S JEFFERSON | 





FAIR AFTER 61 YEARS 





Steubenville, O., July 18, 

For the first time in 61 years the 
Jefferson County fair will be aban- 
doned this fall because of a financial 
deficit. 

Fair showed a loss of $4,000 last 
year, directors reported at a meet- 
ing this week. 





7 Stunned as Lightning 
Hits H-W Tent Pole 


Greensburg, Pa., July 18. 


When lightning struck one of the 
poles of the big top of the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace circus here, several 
hundred people were thrown into a 
panic and three were stunned. Al- 
though the performance continued, 
scores of patrons eluded attendants 
and dashed from the .tent into the 
midst of a heavy thunder storm. 


Three men rendered unconscious 
were given first aid in the circus 
hospital tent. Four other persons 
working an electrical attraction on 
the circus midway were also 
stunned. 





BIG TOP.’S CHI DATE 
Chicago, July 18. 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey will 
play its regular lakefront engage- 
ment in Grant Park this year. City 
fathers have entirely forgotten their 
threat of three years ago to bar the 
show from municipal property. 
Dated from Aug. 6-14, inclusive. 





Waterloo, Ia., July 18. 
Town will see Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey circus here Aug. 
4. Jump is from Des Moines. Spot 
was selected for a midway jump 
to Freeport, IIL, from Des Moines. 





South Bend, July 18. 


Ringling-Barnum bill car No. 2, 
Walter Gilbey in charge, is here 
billing for July 30 with a Sunday 


| date, July 31, to be played in Joliet, | 


j 


Il. } 


CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week—July 


Anderson-Srader—Concordia. 
Beckmann & Gerety—Appleton, 
Castle-Ehrlich & H.—Edmonton. 
Greenburg Am. Co.—Wray, Colo. 
Landes, J. L.—Anthony, Kan. 
Lang's, Lee—Carthage, 

Royal American—Grand Forks, 
Sunset Park Amus.—(Until Sept. 15) 
Tidwell, T. J.—Pratt, Kan. } 
Weer, J. ©€.—Angola, Ind. 

West Coast Am.—Kalamath Falis, Ore. ' 





18-23) 


Wis. 





N. D. 


currencer. | Fair Mgr. Makes Gambling 





Complaint Against Carnival 


Nashville, Tenn., July 18. 

Phil C. Travis, concession man- 
ager for the Tennessee State Fair, 
made a protest ‘at’ the Davidson 
County jail against the Reading 
Shows, for allegedly operating gam- 
bling devices at a carnival showing 
this week on Haymarket Square. 

Travis described’ the devices as 
spindle wheels, similar to wheels 
barred from operating at the State 
Fair last year. 

He charged that he had won 2 
prize in spinning the wheel this 
week, but the operator refused to 
pay off. Travis said he was going 
to take the matter up with Coroner 
J. R. Allen and also appeal to 
County Judge Litton Hickman ‘to 
see that the same kind of justice 
is meted out to this carnival as to 
the State Fair.’ 








Dubuque Towner Knifed; 


County Bans Carnivals 


Dubuque, Ia., July 18, 

C. W. Hendrix, concession oper- 
ator with the Rock City Shows, took 
it on the chin to the extent of a 
year in the county jail, but will do 
no time, under a parole granted. 

He pleaded guilty to charges of 
assault, havirg knifed John Scan- 
lon, towner, after a booze soiree. 
Scanlon, on the short end at all 
stages of the party and recovering, 
was being held at the county jail 
as a material witness. 

Incident has put the clamps on 
carnivals by Dubuque courtty. 








N. Y. State Fair Drops 
All Shows from Midway 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 18. 
New York State Fair’s midway | 
this year will be restricted to rides | 
and a wild west outfit. 
The usual freaks, girl shows, etc., 
will be conspicuous by their ab- 
sence. 











| have 


Ill Cuts Fair Aid 


Springfield, Ill, July 19. 


Estimates prepared by Stuart E. 
Pierson, director of agriculture, in- 





is larger than! Was 
when the Bistany Gayway Shows, 
playing under 
moved away. 


|across the wire. 


2 Men, Woman Jugged, 


Fined $50 for Games 
In Gag Carney Date 


Schenectady, July 18. 
A comic opera that has been in 


progress here for the past two weeks 


terminated Saturday night 


‘patriotic auspices’ 
Wednesday night (13) 
and district attorney, 


the sheriff 


pressing a city alderman into ser- 
vice as the ‘buy man’ raided the 


carnival and arrested three, two 


men and a woman. 


Carl Rappaport of Rochester was 


charged with being a common game 
bler, Frank Gray of Hartford with 
possession of. slot machines and May 
Jackson of Albany with operating 
a gambling ° device. 
guilty in police court the following 


All pleaded 
morning and each was fined $50. 

A number of citizens, members of 
the Mohawk Valley Towns Associa- 
tion under whose sponsorship the 
carny came to town, tried to in- 
tercede for the three but were un- 
successful and the fines stood. 

The carny was here two weeks 
and played on land adjacent to 
barge canal terminal owned by 
the state. A city ordinance pro- 
hibits carnivals in city limits on 
private property. Guests of Hotel 
Van Curler, city’s leading hostelry, 
which is near the grounds objected, 
Theatre managers joined forces 
with hotel management and tried 
to get some action from city of- 
ficials. The latter took refuge in 
the plea they could do nothing be- 
cause state gave the carnival a per- 
mit, 

Complaints from four men that 
they had beerm.gypped led District 
Attorney Wallacé to. press Sheriff€ 
Gardner into service and raid the 
carnival. Despite the pleas of 
guilty the city officials allowed the 
carnival to continue for three more 
nights. 


EUGENE MURPHY BLOWS 
TROUPE IN NEW BRITAIN 


New Britain, Conn., July 18. 

Performers and attaches of the 
Murphy Shows, week-stand circus, 
were stranded here when Eugene 
Murphy, the promoter, left the city 
just before a flood of attachments 
descended upon the outfit. The ate 
tachments were for unpaid bills to- 
taling nearly $4,000. , 

Show opened here Monday (11) 
under sponsorship of the Unemploy~ 
ment Relief Fund Committee. Mur- 
phy left Thursday, taking two ele- 
phants with him and failing to pay 
off the troupe. 

Funds collected by the committee 
in connection with the circus were 
used to pay the fares of the circus 
performers and workers to their 
homes. The show was scheduled to 
move to New Jersey at the end of 
the engagement here. 











BERTHA HINES’ FALL 





Wire Worker’s Injuries Serious— 


To Be Inactive for Months 





Providence, July 18. 

Bertha Hines, high wire artist 
who, in private life is Mrs. Fred 
Dobell, will remain in Rhode Island 
hospital several months, surgeons 
say, as the result of injuries suf- 
fered in a fall at Rocky Point 
amusement park last week. She 
suffered a broken pelvis and broken 
wrist. 

Her husband was slightly injured 
when he fell with her. A pole sup- 
porting their tight wire buckled as 
Mrs. Dobell was climbing to her 
husband's shoulders for a trip 
Both were plunged 
50 feet to the ground. 

The Dobellis, who live in Illinois, 
been doing the same act for 
five years. 


CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week—July 18-23) 
Al G. Barnes 








a ‘ July 18, Wichita, Kan.; 19, Ponca City, 
dicate that 63 fairs in the state, | oxia.: 20, Oklahoma City: 21, Tulsa; 22, 
eligible to participate in state aid | Enid, Okla.; 23, Arkansas City, Kan. 
on payment of their premiums, will - Hagenbeck- Wallace 

. ae * July 18, Jackson, Mich.; 19, Pontiac, 20, 
receive 57 cents on the dollar this | port Huron; 21, Saginaw: 22, Bay City; 
year. 23, Alpena, Mich.; 24, Cheboygan; 2, 
al P 7 | Petoskey. 

The fairs listed have announced | Ringling-Barnum 
$677,435 in premiums of which it is | July 1§, Columbus; 19 _Cincinnat!; 20, 

|probable $613,240 will be paid. In peg xt ae oa 22, Fort Wayne 3 
past years claims for premium re-j| ' ; " Sells-Floto 
|imbursement averaged 62% of the’) July 18 B or, Me,; 19. Waterville, 
payments, indicating claims this M*: at Pin Re i, = - 

Lewiston 2 N. > a, - 
year of $380,208. liend, Me . 


. 














64 VARIETY | Tuesday, July 19, 1932 
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star of ERNST LUBITSCH’S “Monte Carley 


e the newest idol of the screen ag ais y as 
. x | ie Ze oY 











There's 
ee Magic in his voice! / 
| Magic in his charm! 
Magic in the personal- 
1 ity that made him the 


sensation of Broadway ! 















by Holt Marvell 
and George Posford 
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production 
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